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To the Honorable Senate and 

House of Represent(Uives : 

The Directors of the Boston arid Worcester Rail Road 
Corporation, in compliance with a requisition of the 
Act for establishing the isaid Corporation, respectfulfy 

REPORT: 

' ' * . ' • ' . ' ' ... 

That the said Corporation was fully organized, by the 

- > 

completion of the subscription for the whole number of 
10,000 shared in the capital stock, on the first day of May 
last. At .1 meeting of the Stockholders held on that dayi 
they voted unanimously, that it was expedient, as soon 
as practicable, to make a definite location of the Rail 
Kdad, and to proceed in its' construction ; and the Direc- 
tors were inistructed to take all proper measures for the 
prosecution of the work'. 

The ^Corporation hiad been previou^ 6rgani:^ed so fair 
as to enable them to lay an assessment, for the purpose of 
prbcuritig the necessary surveys* arid estiiiiatesi to show 
the practicability and probable expense df the undertak- 
ing. Thorough surveys of the route, and an approximate 
location of the Rail Road frbrii Boston to Worcester, 
were made in the sumriier of 1831, by John M. Fessen- 
den, Esq., the Engineer Selected bj the Directors for this 

Is 
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duty. Ad estimate was also made by him, of the cost of 
construction) and of the probable cost of matntaining the 
road* in use, with the requisite number of carriages and 
locomotive engines, and other expenses. An estimate 
was also made by the Directors, founded on the most 
authentic information which could be procured, of the 
amount of goods, and number of passengers now annually 
transported on the route. 

The length of the route upon the location thus made, 
from the depot in Boston to the centre of the town in 
Worcester, is' about AS^ miles. This is about equal to 
the distance between the two towns, measured on the 
public road now most travelled. It is shown by the levels 
taken, that Worcester is situated at an elevation of 456 
feet abov.e the level of the Western Avenue, in Boston. 
The highest summit over which the road passes, has an 
elevation of 491 feet. The greatest inclination of the 
surface of the Rail Road, as it is located, is at the rate of 
30 feet in a mile. The whole amount of ascent in pro- 
ceeding from Boston to Worcester is 556 feet ; the amount 
of descent, which is divided between three different por- 
tions of the route, is about 100 feet, and the amount of 
ascent and descent taken together, is 656 feet. Of the 
whole distance, 16 miles are level, 14 miles ascend or 
descend at the rate of 30 feet per mile, and the remain- 
ing 13}' miles incline at different rates from 13 to 27 feet 
per mile. 

The greatest part of the line is straight, and the short- 
est curves have a radius of not less than 1 150 feet. TJbe 
road will therefore be adapted to travelling with locomo- 
tive engines, and will admit of the most rapid speed which 
can safely be allowed on any rail road. For grading the 
road upon this line of location, no very ezpenaiive esccaya- 
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tion or embankment will be necessary. The estimated 
cost of forming the road bed, of a width of 24 feet, which 
is sufBcient for a double track, is $1383,203. The esti- 
mated amount of the other branches of expeaditure, for 
constructing the Koad in the most substantial and durable 
. manner, including the cost of iron, carriages, engines, 
land, damages, &c., is aliout ^600,000; making the 
whole estimated cost, ^883,000. It has been ascertained 
since these estimates were made, that the cost of iron 
will be about ^€0,000 less than it was then computed, 
in consequence of the remission of the impost duty, and 
the decline of the price in England ; and that there will 
be an increase of probably ^20,000 in the cost of land 
over the estimated amount. It has been found also, that 
the cost of woik, as far as contracts have been made, will 
be less than the original estimate ; nearly all the con- 
tracts for excavation and masonry, having been thus far 
made at lower rates. 

In the estimate- of transportation made by the Direc- 
tors, the quantity of merchandize and materials for man- 
ufactures transported from Boston, and of agricultural 
produce and manufactures transported to Boston, on the 
route of the Rail Road, annually, was computed to be 
equal to 30,000 tons. The present cost of transportation 
is about $1 a ton. The estimated number of passengers 
conveyed on the route annually, is 64,000, at a cost, 
when conveyed in stage coaches, of ^2 each. The pre- 
sent cost of transportation and travelling therefore, ex- 
ceeds, in the space of three years, the estimated cost of 
the Rail Road. Should this amount of transportation, 
and number of passengers, prove to be correctly estimated, 
and should the freight per ton on the Rail Road be re- 
daced to ^ 60* aod* the fere of passengers to $1 26 



eacb, tha produce fjrom the transportation of goods oq 
the RaU Road will be equal to ;^75,000, and from the 
conveyance of passengers, ;$67,500, niaking a total of 
;jfl42,S00. 

If 4he freight on the same amount of merchandiM be 
computed at ;^3 50 a ton, and the fare for passengers at 
$\ 50, the annual produce is ^176,Q0O« 

In this computation no estimate is made for any in^ 
cre^^e of transportation or travellings over the present es* 
timated amount, in consequence of the greater cheapnesSf 
quickness, ease, and. 9afety of the conveyance. No al« 
lowance is nvade for any increased travelling from Nof *» 
wichf New^ York, or Albany, beyond the present travel- 
ling on or ne^r the route, or for the conveyance of the 
maiil by the Rail Road» or of other articles of pioduce» 
which are of too low a value to pay the present cosft of 
transportation. 

In the Estimate of the annual expenftes of the Rail 
Road after its completion, including .the repairs of the 
road) aqd of carriages and engines^ sufficieat for the 
amount of transportation in the above estimate, th^ coist 
of fuel for engines and of the necessary attendance^ it is. 
computed by^ the Engineer that the aggregate of these 
expenditures will amount to ;Sf34,148 per annum. : 

Since the ps^ssing of the vote of the Stockholders on 
the 1st of M^y last, above referred to, a portion of the 
Rail Road of eight and a half miles in length, leading 
from Brighton to Needham, has be^n finally located, and 
put , under contract, for the grading and masonry, and 
about two-thirds of the work under these contracts is 
now finished. The final location of part of the Road, ex^ 
tending frqm firigbton to Boston^ has been delayed, by 
the difficulties attending the selection of the most eligi- 



ble route and place of termiaation. These difficulties are 
OQW removed. It has been determined that the Rail Road 
shall enter the South part of the City, by crossing the 
full and empty basins of the Mill Dam, between Boston 
and Rpxbury, and that a depository for the reception and 
delivery of goods, transported on the Rail Road, shall be 
established on the Hast side of Washington and Front 
Streets, near the Free Bridge leading^ from Sea Street to 
South Boston. The depository is established at this 
.point, in pursunnce of an agreement entered into with 
the Boston South Cove Corporation, which has been re- 
cently established by an Act of the Legislature, for the 
purpose of filling up the flats between Front and Sea 
Streets, and making solid land thereon for building lots. 
The land thus made, is to be laid out in convenient 
streets, and it is proposed thai the Rail Road shall pass 
through the principal street to a point near Essex Street, 
where passengers may be received and discharged. The 
South Cove Corporation, in consideration of the advan- 
tages which they will derive from this location of the 
Rail Road and Dej>ository, have contracted to convey to 
the Rail Road Corporation a tract of 100,000 feet of 
land, at a price not to exceed thirty-five cents per square 
foot, to furnish, graded at their own cost, the land over 
which the Rail Road shall pass, and to pay to the Rail 
Road Corporation the sum of ^76,000. This arrange- 
ment it is believed will be mutually advantageous to the 
two Corporations, by. greatly increasing the value of the 
lands of the former, and by affording to the latter, at a 
low price, a commodious depository, which may be easi- 
ly apprpacbed by vessels, and a termination in as central 
a part of the City, as any route which could be selected, 
Comracts s^re made £E>r tiinber for building a bridge over 



the waters of the Mill Basiits, and preparations are ma- 
king for prosecuting every part of the work on the road, 
between the South Cove and Brighton, with all practi- , 
cable ^expedition. It has been resolved to make use of 
the wrought iron edge rail, of a weight of 40 lbs. to the 
yard, with cast iron chairs weighing 15 lbs* each. A 
supply of iron of this description, sufficient for thirteen 
miles of the road, has been ordered from England. Con- 
tracts are made, for a supply of a portion of the stone 
and other materials, and it is hoped that the part of the 
road, leading from Boston to Needham, may be comple- 
ted, and opened for use, before the close of the present 
season. It is proposed that in' the mean time the final 
location of the residue of the road, to Worcesteir, should 
be made, and the grading of it put under contract, in the 
course of the ensuing Summer. 

The Directors on application to the Legislature of the 
Commonwealth, have obtained an Act of Incorporation, 
to establish a Company to be called the Western Rail 
Road Corporation, for the purpose of constructing a Rail 
Road from the Western termination of the Boston and 
WcMTcester Road, to Springfield, or to the Western 
boundary of the ^tate, towards the Hudson Riv'er. It is 
their intention to attempt this extension of the Rail 
Road, as soon ^d a Company can be advantageously 
formed, with sufficient capital for ithe purpose. It is pro- 
vided in the Act, that each Stockholder in the Boston 
and Worcester Rail Road Corporation shall be entitled 
to take an equal number of Shares in the Stock of the 
new Corporation, with those which they may hold at the 
time in the Boston and Worcester Rail' Road. A provi- 
sion is contained in this' charter, by which a branch may 
be constructed, if it shall be judged expedient, in the 
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Valley of the Connecticut River, leading to the border of 
the State of Connectlctit, towards the City of Hartford, 
to meet any Rail Road which may be undertaken, in 
that direction, in that State. 

The Directors have also held a consiiUalion with the 
directors of the Norwich Rail Road Company, formed 
in the State of Connecticut, for the purpose of estab- 
lishing a rail road from Long Island Sound, through the 
City of Norwich, in a direction towards the City of 
Boston. That Company has caused a survey to be 
made with a view to the constrnction of this rail road 
from New London to Norwich, thence along the valley 
of the Quinnebaug and French Rivera to Dudley, in 
this State, and thence to Worcester and Millbury. With 
a view of completing this line of communication, by 
which the Boston and Worcester rail road will be con- 
nected with Long Island Sound, an act has been ob- 
tained from the Legislature of this State, for the estab- 
lishment of the Worcester and Norwich Rail Road 
Corporation, with authority to construct a rail road 
leading from the Boston and Worcester Rail Road at 
Worcester or Millbury, to the boundary line of the State 
of Connecticut in a direction towards Norwich. 

These acts of incorporation are here referred to, for 
the purpose of exhibiting in a connected view the 
scheme of internal improvement, of which it is presum- 
ed the Boston and Worcester Rail Road will ultimately 
form but a part. It will be perceived that the situation 
of this road is such that it will necessarily become, 
whenever the works above described shall be completed, 
an essential part of each of those works, and that be- 
sides accommodating the business now concentrated on 
the route to Worcester, which is its primary object, it ia 
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likely to form a part of a line of communicatton from 
Boston to Norwich and New London, and tbence by 
steamboats to New York ; to Springfield/Hartford and 
New Haven, and to Pittsfield, Stockbridge and Alba* 
ny. It has also been ascertained that should the pro- 
ject of a rail road towards the northwestern part of the 
State be hereafter carried into execution, it may be ad- 
vantageously united with the Boston and Worcester 
Rail Road at Westborough. This road is thus commo- 
diously situated for becoming the main trunk of all the 
rail roads which shall be hereafter constructed in this 
western parts of the State, each of which will be 
naturally connected with it for their mutual advantage* 
The numerous diverging branches, besides- affording 
the means of a cheap and rapid intercourse, to the 
dense population of the State, will open a like commu- 
nication from many remote points, now difficult of ac- 
cess, to the Capital of New England. 

Three assessments have been laid on the capital 
stock of the Boston and Worcester Rail Road Corpora- 
tion, amounting to ;^ 16 on each share, and in the whole 
to ;S 160,000. Of the amount received on these assess- 
ments, the sum of ;^7 8,622 11 remains unexpended, 
and is deposited on interest in the City Bank to the 
credit of the Corporation. \ 

NATHAN HALE, 

DAVID HENSHAW, 

GEORGE BOND, 

HENRY WILLIAMS, ),Diredors. 

JOSHUA CLAPP, 

ELIPHALET WILLIAMS, 

DANIEL DENNY, 

Boston^ March 23, 1833. 
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In Senate, Feb. 7, 1834. 

The Joint Committee on Railways and CanalB, to 
whom were committed the Annual Reports of the Bos- 
ton and Lowell Rail Roa^dftpftration, the Boston and 
Providence Rail Road (>org(fration, and the Boston and 
Worcester Rail Road Corporation, have examined the 
same. They are not aware that any legislative action 
is to bo had upon the subject, but as they may be valu- 
able as matters of reference, they recommend that they 
be printed. 

C. HUDSON, 

For the Committee. 



In Senate, Feb- 7, 1834. 
Read and accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk. 



House of Representatives, Feb. 7, 1834. 
Concurred. 

L. S. GUSHING, C/^rft. 
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 



DIRECTORS or THE BOSTON AND LOWELL 



EAIL ROAD CORPORATION. 



To ike Honorable Legislature of (he Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. 

The Directors of the Boston and Lowell Rail Road 
Corporation, do hereby make their Third Annual Report 
of their acts and doings, receipts and expenditures, un- 
der the Act of Incorporation. 

During the past year the grading of the Road has 
been completed for two tracks, with the exception of 
some deep excavations near each terminus of the Rail 
Road, which are in progress, and will be finished early 
the next season. 

The bridges, except the one over Pawtucket Canal, 
are all nearly finished. 

The rails are laid for two tracks, nearly two and a 
quarter miles, and iron is provided and received for about 
fourteen miles more of single track ; and it is hoped and 
expected that the Road may be open with a single track 
of rail way, by the spring of 1835 — provided the next 
season is favorable for working on it. 

Since the commencement of the undertaking they 
have made ten assessments on the Stockholders, amount- 
ing to four hundred and fifty dollars on each share. By 
virtue of these assessments, there has been received of 
the Stockholders, five hundred and forty thousand dol- 
lars. There has also been received for rents, one hun- 
dred seventy i^ dollars. There has also been received 
on sundry loans, and on acceptances for iron, two hun- 
dred three thousand one hundred and four ,^j dollars, 
making the whole receipts, seven hundred forty-three 
thousand two hundred seventy-four /(J, dollars. 
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They have expended since the commencement of their 
undertaking, seven hundred twenty-eight thousand seven 
hundred twenty-six i^^ dollars, as appears by the account 
of their Treasurer and Agent, to the 27th December 
last. Of this sum, ^12,609 34 is for engines and cars ; 
j^8,581 17 is for articles on hand unappropriated; and 
^121,821 95 is for land purchased, and for makiqg land 
on the Flats in Cambridge, mentioned in their last report. 

The Directors feel bound to state to your Honorable 
Body, that from the last report of their Agent, dated 27th 
December, 1833, the Road, with a single track of rail 
way, will not cost much less than eight hundred thousand 
dollars, which is a much larger sum than was originally 
contemplated as sufficient to complete the work. 

They would also represent that it will probably be 
found expedient to lay two tracks of rail way. 

The Corporation will therefore require, a larger capi- 
tal, and a further time for finishing the work than they 
are allowed by their present charter. 

A Petition, praying for an addition to their capital 
stock, and for an extension of the time when the road is 
to be completed, will be presented to your Honorable 
Body during the present session. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

GEO. W. LYMAN, \ Directors 

P. T. JACKSON, f of the 

WM. APPLETON, > Boston and Lowell 

JNO. F. LORING, l Rail Road 

KIRK BOOTT, ; Corporation. 

Boston^ Jan. 9th, 1834. 
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House of Repeesentatives, Jan. 11, 1834 
Refened to the Committee oo Railways and Canals. 
Sent up for concurrence. 

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk. 

Ik Senate, Jan. 11, 1834. 



CHAS. CALHOUN, CUrk. 



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 

DIRECTORS or THE BOSTON k PROVIDENCE 
KAIL ROAD CORPORATION 

JAN. 11, 1934. 
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To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonweaith of 
Massachusetts. 



The Directors of the Boston and Providence Rail 
Road Corporation, do hereby make their Second An- 
nual Report of their acts and doiogs, receipts and ex- 
penditures, under the provisions of their Act of Incorpo- 
ration. 

Since their former annual report in January, 183.% 
the Directors have completed the location of their Road 
from Boston to Providence, and have filed the location 
with the respective County Commissioners of the Coun- 
ties of Norfolk and Bristol, and the Mayor and Alder- 
men of Boston. They have also made extensive progress 
in constructing the Road. The grading of about one 
half of the Road is completed, and about a mile and an 
half of rails is laid. Contracts have been entered into 
with responsible individuals, for completing the grading 
of the residue of the Road, with the exception of about 
seven and an half miles towards Providence. The Di- 
rectors have delayed putting this part of the Road under 
contract, because they are not yet fully satisfied that the 
location of this part is the most eligible, and they re- 
serve the right given to them by law, of varying the 
route, if they shall find it expedient so to do, upon fur- 
ther examination. 

The Directors have sent to England for one thousand 
tons of rail road iron, of which, two hundred and fifty 
tons have arrived here. They have also authorized their 
agent to send for one thousand Ions more. The whole 
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quantity wanted, is about three thousand tons for a sin- 
gle track, with the requisite turn outs. The Road will 
be graded of sufficient width for a double track, but this 
will not be laid till it is found necessary for the public 
accommodation. 

The Directors have purchased a large quantity of land 
in this city, to be used as a depot for their cars and 
goods for transportation, and for the various other pur- 
poses immediately connected with the proper use of 
their Road. The amount of these purchases is about 
ninety-two thousand dollars. They have also purchased 
sundry other small estates, on different parts of their 
route, or in the vicinity thereof, which were wanted for 
the proper construction and use of their Road. The 
amount of these, is about ten thousand dollars. 

The whole amount of expenditures the past year, is as 
follows, viz : 

By the Agent and Engineer, including bal- 
ance in his hands at date of former re- 
port, ;^281,621 26 

By the Treasurer, exclusive of advances to 

the Agent, ' 86,669 69 



368,180 85 
Which, added to the former expenses of 18,669 28 



Makes the whole expenditures of the Cor- 
poration to this time, 386,860 13 

The receipts of the Corporation the past year, have 
been as follows : 

From the Stockholders, by virtue of sundry 

assessments, 386,810 00 
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From rents, 40 16 

From interest, 3,945 43 

Which, added to the former receipts of 63,216 75 



Makes the whole receipts of the Corpora- 
tion to this time, 454,012 34 

The assessments, amounting to ^450,000, are all paid. 

THOMAS B. WALES, ■) Directors of the 
JOSEPH W. REVERE,r Boston ^ Providence 
P. T. JACKSON, ( Rail Road 

JNO. F. LORING, ) Corporation. 



Boston, Jan. Wth, 18Si. 



COMMOIVWEAIiTH OF niASSACnUSETTS. 



Suffolk, ss. January I3th, 1834. Then Thomas B. 
Wales, Joseph W. Revere, Patrick T. Jackson, and 
John F. Loring, appeared, and severally made oath that 
the statement aforesaid was true, according to the best 
of their knowledge and behef. 

Before me, BENJ. R. NICHOLS, 

Justice of the Peace. 
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In Senate, Jan. 14, 1834. 

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk. ^ 



House of Representatives, Jan. 14, 1834. 

Concurred. 

L. S. CUSHING, CUrk. 



mmmonintalt^ of iednseactittEtcttEi. 



To the Honorable Senate and 

House of Representatives : 

The Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail Road 
Corporation, respectfully present the following, as their 
Second Annual Report. 

In the prosecution of the work upon the Rail Road, 
for the past season, the Directors have limited their ef- 
forts chiefly to the accomplishment of the following ob- 
jects ; 

1st. The completion of the grading and masonry, and 
the laying of the rails on the first division o( the Rnad> 
extending from Boston to Needliam, a distance ol thir- 
teen miles. 

2d. Establishing the locaiion nnd prosecuting the 
grading and masonry of the secoiui division, extending 
from Needham to Soutiiborough, a fuilher distance of 
thirteen miles. 

3d. The final location and placing under contract for 
the grading and masonry, of the third division, extending 
from Southborough to Worcester, a distance of seven- 
teen miles, and 

4th. The settlement of claims for land and damages — 
the providing of depots in Boston, and on several olhcr 
parts of the road — furnishing ii sufficient numhcr of lo- 
comotive engines, and passenger and baggage cars, for 
the opening of the first division of the road — and making 
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the necessary arrangements for a vigorous prosecution 
of the work in the ensuing season. 

The grading of the first division was completed by the 
first of November, with the exception of a short distance 
near its termination in Needham, where a few weeks 
work yet remains to be done. On the whole of this dis- 
tance, with the exception of about half a mile in Need- 
ham, the foundation of rubble has been laid, and the 
sleepers have been prepared and placed in readiness for 
receiving the rails. 

The Viaduct acrossthe full and empty basins of the Mill 
Dam, of more than a mile and a half in length, has been 
completed, with the exception of the laying of a coping 
stone upon the top of the walk, the erection of a part of 
the side railing, and the filling in with earth of some 
part of the bridge, where it rests upon piles, for the pur- 
pose of making a horse path and giving the road greater 
solidity and permanency. 

A Viaduct has been built across the Charles River, 
between Newton and Weston, of 120 feet span, on abul- 
ments of substantia) stone masonry, rising 30 feet from 
the surface of the water. Five bridges of wood, upon 
abutments of stone, have been built for conducting pub- 
lic roads over the Rail Road, and two for conducting the 
Rail Road over public roads. One of the latter, in con- 
sequence of its passing the public road in an oblique di- 
rection, has a span of 112 feet, at an elevation of 14 feet 
above the road. 

The laying of the rails on this division of the road, 
was commenced in August, and would have been com- 
pleted by about the first of November, had a suflScient 
supply of rails been received in season, as had been an- 
ticipated. Contracts had been made in England for a 
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sufficient quantity of iron for the first division, to be de- 
livered in Liverpool in the months of May, June, July and 
August, and to be shipped without delay for Boston. 
About half the requisite quantity arrived in season, by 
three different shipments, and the other half was expect- 
ed to follow by the time that the part received should be 
laid do>vn, 

The shipment, hovi^ever, was unexpectedly delayed 
until the month of November, and it has not yet arrived. 
In consequence of this failure in the receipt of the iron, 
it became necessary to discharge the men employed in 
laying the rails, after six or seven miles had been laid in 
disconnected portions along the division. The founda- 
tion, however, having been prepared, and the sleepers 
kid, before the coming of the frost, but little work re- 
mains for completing the laying of the rails on the whole 
of this division of the road ; and in a few weeks after the 
arrival of the iron, if the state of the weather should 
rait, this part of the work will be finished. 

On a portion of the Viaduct, and of the road in Brook- 
line, where the construction is upon an embankment, the 
sleepers are laid for a distance in all of about a thousand 
yards, upon plank, which will require to be hereafter re- 
placed by stone rubble. 

The surveys for the final location of the second divis- 
ion, were prosecuted early in the season by the Assistant 
Engineers of the Corporation, under the direction of Col 
Fessenden, the Principal Engineer, and were completed 
in' June last. 

The Directors after visiting the route and examining 
the line, confirmed the location made by the Engineer, 
and the grading and masonry were put under contract 
without delay, in fifteen sections. 
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The work has been diligently prosecuted, and nine of 
the sections are already finished. 

Of the other six, about a third part of the work re- 
mains to be done. They are all, by the terms of the 
respective contracts, to be completed on or before the 
first of April next, with the exception of one sectioui 
which is to be completed by the 15th of May. The 
masonry on the division is completed. 

Two bridges have been built over the Concord River, 
one with two arches of 22 feet span each, and one of two 
arches of 17 feet span. 

They are built of granite with hammered joints, and 
are of the most substantial workmanship. 

There are also six other arched bridges of smaller di^ 
mensions, besides road bridges and culverts. 

Excellent stone for work of this description are found 
along a greater part of the western half of the Rail Road. 
The whole of this division xvill be in readiness for the 
laying down of the rails in April and May next, and if 
there should be no disappointment in the receipt of the 
iron from Liverpool, it is anticipated that the road may 
be completed for a distance of twenty-six miles by the 
month of July. 

After careful and thorough surveys of the residue of 
the route from Soutbbridge to Worcester, the final loca- 
tion of the road was completed in the month of Novem- 
ber last. In addition to the direct route to Worcester, 
a route from the New-England Village in Grafton, through 
the Town of Milibury, was surveyed, and an estimate 
was made of the cost of construction of the road in that 
direction. 

Before a decision was made upon the location of this 
division, a part of the Directors examined such parts of 
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the line as presented any doubts, and particularly the part 
of it between the New-England Village and Worcester, 
both by the most direct route and by that through Mill- 
bury. 

The Directors were unanimously of opinion, after ex- 
amination, and a comparison of the surveys and estimates, 
that although the Milllury route is more level than the oth- 
er, the summit to be passed over being thirty-four feet low- 
er; the increased distance of nearly three miles, presented 
an objection which more than outweighed this advantage. 

They were of opinion that the additional business 
which might be expected upon ihe Rail Road, from adopt- 
ing the course through Millbury, would not he a sufficient 
compensation for the increased distance, and that the bet- 
ter mode of obtaining this accession of business will be 
to construct a branch road, leading from the New-Eng- 
land Village to Millbury, a distance of about three miles. 

The road as it is now located, passes through the 
Towns of Needham and Natick, to the souiherly part of 
Framingham ; thence along the northern border of Hop- 
kinton and the southern border of Southborough, to the 
centre of Westborough ; thence to the north-easterly 
corner of Grafton, and along the northern border of that 
town, crossing the outlet of Long Pond two hundred 
rods north of the New England Village, to the easterly 
border of the Town of Worcester ; and thence turning 
northwardly along the western side of the Pond, it 
reaches the summit in Worcester, at a distance of two 
miles from the village ; and thence proceeds south- ' 
westerly towards the Common and Town House, in a 
direction favorable for an extension of the road at a fu- 
ture day, through the town towards the west. 

The location throughout the second and third divia* 
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ions of the road, is quite satisfactory, having no curve of 
a less radius than 1,640 feet, and no greater rate of as- 
cent or descent than thirty feet in a mile, although in 
this distance the rojute passes the several summits of 
land between the Charles and Concord Rivers, between 
the Concord and the Elizabeth, between the Elizabeth 
and the Long Pond, and between the Pond and the 
Black Stone River. The bed of the road will be form- 
ed, so as to have no greater degree of inclination than 
that above stat-ed, without any very expensive cuttings or 
embankments. The most expensive cuttings, and those 
which will require the greater length of time to accom- 
plish, are at Cutler's summit, between Westborough and 
the New-England Village, and at the sumjnit between 
the Long Pond and Worcester. 

Contracts were made early in December, for the 
grading and masonry of the whole of this division. The 
Directors were desirous of completing the work with as 
much expedition as possible, consistently with a proper 
economy in the expenditure. But it was impracticable 
to accomplish the grading of the whole of this division, 
sufficiently early to admit of the laying of the rails in the 
course of the next season. But on the eastern part of 
the division,- where the work to be done is comparatively 
light, the grading may be completed at an earlier period. 
Contracts have therefore been made for the grading and 
masonry, from the commencement of the division, to the 
Meeting House in Westborough, to be completed by the 
15th of May next, with the exception of one section, on 
which a large stone bridge is to be built, and which is 
to be completed, together with the grading of the sec- 
tion, by the 1st of July. -The grading of the road thus 
far, within this period, will admit of the laying of the 
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tails, and openiog the ro^id for ti avelling to Wes^boroughi, 
a distaoce of thirty-one miles from Boston, early in the 
next autumn. The contracts for grQ4ing and masoQry, 
on the rest of the division, are to be completed on or he* 
foife tbe^ 1st of March, 1835. So that the residue of the 
toad may l^in readiness for laying down the rails, on the 
opening of the spring in that year. 

Assessments have been laid on the capital stock 
of the Corporation, amounting to fifty dollars on each 
share, and making an aggregate of ;^500,000. Of this 
amount ;^437,140 had been paid previous to the 16th of 
January, and ;^62,860 were then due on the last assess- 
ment. The further sum of ^1,657 75, has been received 
for interest on deposites in the City Bank. The amount 
of expenditures to the above date, was ;^424,201 26, 
leaving a balance of ;^77,456 49. It is not expected 
that any. further funds will be required before the first of 
April next. 

The expenditures on the several branches of the work, 
have been as follows :' 



Temporary Depot and construction of 

Rail Way in Bpston, 
Viaduct across Receiving and Full Basins, 
Grading from Viaduct to termination of 

the first Division, .... 

Bridges from do. to tlo., . 
On account for Iron, .... 

Laying Rails, Rubble, Sleepers, &c., 
Grading second Division, including Bridges, 
Engines, Cars, Platforms and Turnouts, 
4 



^ ' 



;gf8,37a 08 
69,377 64 

79,361 66 
21,692 94 
26,283 84 
36,969 82 
47,984 38 
19,003 27 
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Land and Damages, including Land in Bos- 
ton and Worcester, . . . . 89,316 36 
Account of Engineering, . . . 20,793 66 
General Expenses, ..... 16,066 72 



;$[424,201 26 



It is estinoated that the cost of completing the first 
division, will amount to ;^47,000 ; of which sum ;^27,000 
will be necessary to complete the payment for iron, 
;^10,000 for completing the Viaduct, and ;^10,006 for 
laying rails, and finishing the grading and dressing of 
the road. With this additional expenditure, the cost 
of the Rail Road complete from Trerooi^t Street to Need* 
ham, will amount to $267,976 80. 

From a view of the progress which has been made in 
the grading of the second division, and of the contracts 
for the grading of the third, the Directors see no reason 
to apprehend that the cost of the whole work will exceed 
the estimate, founded on the approximate location. 

The estimated cost of the first division, beginning at 
Charles Street, was $282,699 12. 

In the final location of the road, and the plan of con- 
struction adopted, some changes have been made from 
that on which the original estimate was made. These 
changes have not increased the rate or amount of incli- 
nation of the road, nor in any respect made the route 
less satisfactory. On the contrary, the cOrvature has 
been considerably diminished, and the greatest degrees 
of curvature then proposed, have been avoided. 

The amount of excavation has been considerably aug- 
mented by these changes. 
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It was originally proposed to lay the rails upon stone 
blocks. This purpose was changed, in consequence of 
its having been ascertained, by the experiments which 
have been made on the Rail Roads of the Middle States, 
that the want of elasticity in the rails, when placed directly 
on foundations of stone, makes them liable to become 
loose, and also subjects the cars to a constant jar, and 
consequently to a greater wear than when they are placed 
upon wood. 

This objection is sometimes partially obviated by 
placing a piece of wood between llie stone block and 
the iron rail. As this remedy requires the introduction 
of a perishable material, and there is no advantage in 
the use of a stone block over one of wood, except its du- 
rability, and as wooden sleepers may be replaced when 
decayed at about the same cost as plates of wood be- 
tween the atone blocks and the iron rail, it was jud, 
preferable to adopt, instead of stone blocks, sleepers of 
cedar, placed across the road, on which to fasten the 
cast iron chairs for the support of the rails. 

A continuous trench is dug under each rail and filled 
to a depth of two or three feet with stone rubble, which 
is rammed as solidly as possible, to serve as a foundation 
for the sleepers, which are placed transversely upon it. 
In this mode of construction, although an increased 
■quantity of rubble is used, there is a saving of expense ; 
and the foundation, though less durable than stone, if 
the difficulty of permanently fastening the rail can he 
•overcome, possesses the advantage of binding the two 
rails firmly together, in addition to that before alluded to, 
of giving an elasticity to the road, which diminishes the 
wear of the cars as well as of the rails, and renders the 
motion of the carriages more agreeable to the traveller. 



n 
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The quantity of land in Boston purchased for the 
Corporation, amounts to about 130,000 sqdare feet. 
Of this land 4,100 feet will be occupied by the Rail 
Road, and the remaining 89,000 feet, bordering on 
the Rail Road for a distance of 1200 feet, and on Wadh- 
ington and Tremont Streets, will be appropriated to the 
purposes of a depot and store houses, until the comple- 
tion of the depot in the South Cove. Such parts of it 
as shall not be found necessary for the purposes of the 
Corporation may be advantageously sold. 

The South Cove Corporation has, during the last sea- 
son, prosecuted the work of filling up the flats within the 
Cove, with great vigor and success. 

The Agents of that Corporation anticipate that a por- 
tion of the Cove will be in readiness for commencing the 
erection of buildings there in the course of the ensuing 
season ; and there is reason to believe that the advanta- 
, ges which have been anticipated from the contract be- 
tween the two Corporations, will be ultimately realized 
by both. 

Until the improvements in the Cove shall be so far ad- 
vanced as to admit of the establishment of a depot there, 
the business of the Rail Road will be transacted at its 
present termination, between Washington and Tremont 
Streets. 

Diligent attention has been given by William Jackson, 
Esq., as the Agent of the Corporation, to the adjustment 
of claims for land and damages. A great portion of 
these claims have been settled by voluntary agreement 
with the proprietors on terms satisfactory to the Direc- 
tors. 

A few have been settled by award of the County Com- 
missioners, and in two cases an appeal has been made to 
a jury. 
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It is estimated by Mr. Jackson, who has beeo in ne- 
gotiation with all the remaining claimants, that the whole 
may be adjusted for a further sum not exceeding §20,000, 
in addition to the amount paid to the fifteenth of January. 

In addition to the right of passage for the Rail Road, 
commodious sites for depots have been acquired at 
Brighton, Framingham, Hopkinton, Southborough, West- 
borough, and Grafton. 

This estimate does not include the claim of the Water 
Power Company, for damages alleged to be sustained by 
that Corporation, from the crossing of the Rail Road 
over their Mill Basins. 

For the purpose of preventing any diminution of the 
capacity of these basins, by reason of the construction of 
the Rail Road across them, the embankment in each ba- 
sin has been made of earth taken from a contiguous part 
of the basin itself, and in addition to the excavations so 
made, into which the water flows freely, a further exca- . 
vation of nearly 8000 cubic yards has been made for the 
enlargement of the full basin, in marsh land, belonging 
to the Rail Road Corporation. The space thus added 
to the capacity of the two basins is believed to be much 
greater than that from which the water is excluded by 
the construction of the Viaduct. 

Permission has been granted by the Mayor and Alder- 
men for raising Treraont, Washington and Front Streets, 
to a suflicient height to admit of the Rail Road passing 
under them. To the permission for raising Tremont 
Street, a condition was annexed, which would have add- 
ed a targe amount to the expense, and which induced 
the Directors to abandon the raising of that street, and 
to lay a rail track upon the level of the street. 
, The crossing under Washington Street may be effect- 
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ed according to the original plan, with a very little change 
in the level of the street. The crossing of Front Street 
may also be accomplished with very little difficulty. 

In the Town of Worcester, a tract of land through 
which the Rail Road will pass, has been purchased on 
advantageous terms. This tract of land is situated at a 
distance of fifty or sixty rods from the Blackstone Canal, 
and may serve for a depot, unless a more central one 
can be obtained on reasonable terms. 

The Directors, early in the season, made contracts for 
three locomotive engines. One of these, built by Mr. 
Rpbert Stephenson, at New Castle, in England, and an- 
other biiilt by Col. Long, at Philadelphia, are already 
received. The other is now building at the Mill Dam 
Foundry, in Roxbury, after the model of one built by Mr. 
Stephenson, and imported for the use of the Lowell Rail 
Road, which was obligingly loaned for this purpose. 
The engine received from England, was successfully 
tried on the Liverpool and Manchester Rail Road. 
That of Col. Long has not yet been tried. The two 
engines are deposited in a building erected for the pur- 
pose, near the termination of the Rail Road, at Washing- 
ton Street. 

It was thought expedient to provide a sufficient num- 
ber of passenger cars, to be in readiness for the open- 
ing of the first division of the Rail Road, the present sea- 
son. The coach builders in the vicinity were so fully 
occupied, that they were not inclined to contract for the 
building of Rail Road Carriages, to be finished within 
the period proposed. Purchases were therefore made at 
several factories at New York, Hoboken, and Baltimore, 
of eleven passenger cars, built after several different 
models in use on the different Rail Roads in the Middle 
States. 
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Provision has also been made for the building of fifty 
baggage cars, with springs, of which about twenty are 
finished, and the rest are in progress. 

Several earth cars have also been built, for use in 
completing the road, k 

NATHAN HALE, 

GEOBGE BOND, 

ELIPHALET WILLIAMS,/ 

DANIEL DENNY, V^'"'""- 

EDWARD ELDREDGE, 

DAVID HENSHAW, 

HENRY WILLIAMS, 

Boston, Feb. Bih, 1834. 
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To the Honorable, the Legislature of the Commonweallh 
of Massachusetts. 

The Directors of the Boston and Lowell Rail-Road 
Corporation, do hereby make their Fourth Annual Re- 
port of their acts and doings, receipts and expenditures, 
under the Act of Incorporation. 

During the past year the grading of the Road has 
heen completed for two tracks, and the Rail has been 
laid for a single track on the whole line from Boston 
to Lowell, with the exception of two short sections, viz : 
One in Charlestown, and one in Wilmington and Bille- 
rica, — making, together, about (500) five hundred rods; 
a second track is laid on stone foundation, nearly three 
miles ; and on wooden supports about nine miles moro. 

All the bridges are completed, except one road bridge 
in Lowell, which is nearly finished, — and if the season 
shall be favorable, the Road will be open with a single 
track of Rail-way by the first day of June next. 

Since the last Report they have made one assessment 
of sixty thousand dollars on the stock created and allow- 
ed by the original Act of Incorporation, and five assess- 
ments on the stock created and allowed by the addi- 
tional Act, passed in January, 1834, amounting to three 
hundred thousand dollars ; by virtue of these assess- 
ments, there has been received of the Stockholders 
nine hundred thousand dollars. There has, also, been 
received on sundry loans and on unsettled accounts, 
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two hundred and fifty thousand one hundred seventy- 
two dollars thirteen cents, — making the whole receipts 
eleven hundred and fifty thousand one hundred and 
seventy-two dollars thirteen cents. 

They have expended, since the commencement of 
their undertaking, eleven hundred and five thousand six 
hundred sixty-four dollars twenty-eight cents, as appears 
by the account of the Treasurer and Agent of the 27th 
December last. Of this sum, ^6,514 S8 is for engines, 
&c; ;^1 1,159 38 for articles on hand, unappropriated ; 
and ;^90,313 20 is for land purchased and making land 
on Flats in Cambridge, mentioned in their former Re- 
ports. 

The Road will cost much more than was expected 
when the Directors made their last Report. The cost 
with only one track will not be much less than one mil- 
lion of dollars, exclusive of the expense of Depots, En- 
gines, and Cars. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

GEO. W. LYMAN,\ 

KIRK BOOTT, f 

P. T. JACKSON, \ Directors. 

WM. APPLETON, ( 

JNO. F. LORING,; 



Boston^ Jan. Sth^ 1835. 
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REPORT. 



To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. 

The Directors of the Boston and Providence Rail- 
Road Corporation, do hereby respectfully make their 
Third Annual Report of their acts and doings, receipts 
and expenditures, under their Act of Incorporation. 

During the past year, they have so far proceeded in 
the construction of the Rail-road, that the graduation 
or formation of the road bed, is at this time completed 
from the Depot at Boston to the Rhode Island line at 
India Bridge, with the exception of sundry sections 
which extend in all about one mile and a quarter ; and 
it is expected that these will be completed on or before 
the first of May next. 

A single track of Rail- way has been laid from the De- 
pot at Boston for a distance of twenty-one miles contin- 
uously, except an interval of about one mile and an half 
in Canton, where the graduation is not yet in every part 
completed, and there are also about four miles more of 
rail laid in different places, making an aggregate length 
of rail of twenty-three miles and an half. Stone foun- 
dations wherever they were requisite in the opinion of 
the engineer and agent, have been prepared throughout 
the remaining distance where the graduation is complet- 
ed. The requisite materials for finishing the whole 
have been engaged, and we see nothing to prevent the 
Rail-road from Boston to Providence, being opened for 
the use of the pubhc on or before the first of June next» 
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which object it is thought by the agent will be accom- 
plished within an amount not materially varying from 
the original estimate of cost. 

In addition to this work the Directors have caused a 
branch Rail-road to be completed during the past year, 
extending from the low plain in Dedham to Dedham 
village, the distance being about two miles and a quarter. 
The whole amount of their expenses the 

past year is ;^653,606 70 

The receipts of the Corporation the past 

year have been as follows : 
From the Stockholders by vir- 
tue of sundry assessments ;^61 6,660 00 
From transportation of pas- 
sengers and goods on the 
part of the road which has 
been.completed . . 5,084 74 
From materials sold . . 3,632 63 
From rents . . . 862 61 

Total ^526,139 98 

This account is made up to the first of January in- 
stant. All which IS respectfully submitted by 

JNO. 1 . LORING, ( Boston fy Frov 

JOSEPH W. REVERE,r idenceRaa-road 
P. T. JACKSON, ) Corporation. 

Boston^ January 14, 1836. 



Suffolk, 89. January 14, 1835. 

Then Thomas B. Wales, John F. Loring, Joseph W. Revere 
and Patrick T. Jackson, above named, severally made oath that 
the foregoing statement was true according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

BENJAMIN K. NICHOLS, 

JugUet of (he Peace. 
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To the Honorable Senate 

and the House of Representatives. 

The Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road 
respectfully Report, that the Rail-road was so far 
completed as to admit of its being opened for use from 
Washington street in Boston, to the centre of the town 
of Westborough, a distance of 31^ miles, in the month 
of November last. It has been in constant use since 
that time, with the exception of two or three days, when 
the travel was partially interrupted by snow. Some 
small expenditures remain to be made on some parts of 
this portion of the Rail-road, in re-adjusting the rails, 
dressing the banks, and in completing some unimportant 
portions of the work. The part of the road in the 
city of Boston, between Washington street and the 
northern part of the South Cove, a distance of a hundred 
and eighty rods, remains to be built. The Rail-road has 
been carried under Washington street, and a bridge for 
carrying the street over the Rail-road, has been erected. 



but the raising of the street is not completed. A similar 
bridge is yet to be erected on Front street. The filling 
in of the flats and making of land by the South Cove 
Corporation, are so far advanced that it is anticipated 
that sites for store-houses and for the passenger depot 
within the Cove, jn\i bf in rendiiiess in the course of 
the ensuing Sioason. It is proposed to proceed in the 
construction of the Rail-road through the Cove, to the 
place of its final termination, as soon as the opening of 
the spring will admit of the advantageous prosecution of 
the work. 

The remaining division of the Rail-road from Boston 
to Worcester, a distance of twelve miles, was put under 
contract for the grading, a little more than a year since. 
Within this period the work ha^ been steadily prosecu- 
ted, and the contracts are in a fair way to be completed 
by the month of April oext. Several of the sections are 
already completed, and on others, but little work remains 
to be done. Most of the work which remains unfinish- 
edf is limited to three of the secttooB, on which a large 
amount of rock excavation was required to be done. 
Oo those sections a large number of men are now em- 
ployed bj the contractors. The masonry and bridged 
on this division of the road are nearly completed. The 
chief part of the iron for this division is already import- 
edi and contracts are made for laying it, the work to be 
commenced, a^ soon as the state of the ground shall be 
such as to admit of its being done to advantage. It is 
believed that the laying of the rails may be completed so 
that the road may be opened to Worcegter by the month 
of July fiext. 

Buildings have been erected at the depot between 
Waabiugtpn street and Tremont street, for the tempora* 
ry accommodation of the engines and cars, and storage 



of mercbandize. Buildings for the aecommodatioii of 
passengers, and for other purposes, have been erected at 
Newton Corner, at Framingham, and at Westborougb. 
Land has been procured for the necessary accommoda- 
tions at Worcester, and also at Grafton, Southborough, 
Hopkinton and Natick. A tract of land has been pur- 
chased, adjoining the Rail -road, at its entrance into the 
town of Brighton, which will afford a large quantity of 
gravel, and will also be useful for other purposes. 

Three locomotive engines have been procured, all of 
a superior construction, one of which was built at the 
Mill Dam Foundry in this city, and the two others were 
imported from England, being the manufacture of Mf. 
Robert Stevenson, of Newcastle. Three other engines 
of a similar construction are ordered, which are expect- 
ed to be received in May or June next. 

A system has been arranged for the reception and 
regular despatch of merchandize. Covered cars are 
provided for the reception of such descriptions of mer- 
chandize as would be liable to damage from exposure to 
the weather. Thirteen passenger cars are now in use 
on the road,. and two more are contracted for and nearly 
ready for use. 

• A survey and estimate has been made for a branch 
Rail-road, leading from the main road near the New 
England Village to Millbury. It is found that such a 
branch may be constructed over a direct and favorable 
route, and at an expense of about fifty thousand dollars. 

The condition of the Rail-road has been lately ex- 
amined with a view of ascertaining the effect upon it of 
the severe frost of the season. It was found to be in 
general tn a- good condition, but in a few places, gene- 
rally of small extent, the rails and sleepers were raised 
by the frost in consequence of defects in the construc- 
tion, which may be easily remedied. 



In these places it is proposed to make such alterations 
and improvements as soon as the season will admit of it, 
as will guard them against being similarly affected in fu- 
ture. The state of the road in general is such as to 
justify a confidence in the mode of construction which 
has been adopted. 

Turn outs, to admit of one train of cars passing anoth*- 
er on the Rail-road, have been laid out and most of 
them completed, at distances not exceeding six miles 
from one another. These are situated at the places best 
adapted for stopping for the reception and discharge of 
passengers. 

* Assessments have been laid on the capital stock of 
the Corporation of ninety dollars per share, producing 
the sum of ;^900,000, nearly the whole of which has been 
paid. There have also been received the further sum 
of ;gl6,478 61 for interest, chiefly on money deposited in 
the City Bank, and ;^29,419 63 for fare of passengers 
and freight, making a total of ^936,898 14. The ex- 
penditures to the present date amount to ;$f907,l 12 08, 
viz : 
For land and damages, ;^1 22,324 58 

" Road depots and miscellaneous expen- 
ses, ' 726,066 62' 

'' Cars for passengers, baggage, merchan- 
dize and earth, 24,310 99 

« Engines, 18,420 88 

" Horses, harness, &c., fuel on hand, 

tools, &c., 2,073 12 

" Expenses of running cars and engines, 

&c., 14,925 99 



#907,112 08 



The sums which will be required, according to the 
estimate of the Engineer, to complete the Rail-road, to 
discharge all existing engagements, and to furnish six 
locomotive engines, seventeen passenger cars, with the 
requisite number of merchandize and working cars, and 
to defray all expenses except for the erection of the 
requisite buildings at the two terminations of the road, 
for which no plan has been yet determined on, are esti- 
mated as follows : 

Amount due for exchange and to agents in 

England, ;8(67,320 11 

Due for work done lind reserved money on 

unfinished contracts, 27,070 00 

To finish grading third division according 

to contracts now in execution, 36,050 00 

For rubble, sleepers, and laying rails, and 
finishing road on third division according 
to contracts, 30,754 00 

For iron, mostly received but not due, 45,850 00 

Road from Washington-street to Beach- 
street, in addition to cost of iron, 10,000 00 
Three locomotive engines, not received, 1 8,000 00 
Four passenger cars, " « 3,400 00 
Engineering department, miscellaneous ex- 
penses and contingencies, 15,000 00 

;Jf253,444 11 



The resources in possession of the Corporation for 
meeting the abofe expenditure are^ 

The balance in treasury, with assessments 

due, ;Sf28,786 06 

Amount to be assessed on the capital stock, 100,000 00 
Surplus land, proposed to be sold^ viz. nine- 
^ ty thousand feet in Boston, west of Wash- 
ington-street, and thirty-three acres in 
Worcester, estimated at 65,000 00 

Surplus land in the South Cove, the whole 
quantity being 162,000 feet, 60,000 00 



;^263,786 06 

The above is exclusive of receipts to be expected from 
fare of passengers and freight in the ensuing six months. 
These will probably be nearly or quite sufficient for the 
erection of buildings at the depots in Boston and Wor- 
cester. 

NATHAN HALE, 
GEORGE BOND, 
HENRY WILLIAMS, 
ELIPHALET WILLIAMS, 
DANIEL DENNY, 
EDWARD ELDREDGE, 
ARTHUR FRENCH. 

Bostonj Feb. 2, 1 836. 
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CHiiRLES CALHOUN, CMt 



Mova* or ]^l»xKTATiTxl, Febw 26, 1896. 
Qmcmmi. 

L. S. GUSHING, CUrk. 
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, I5 Senate, March 3, 1836. 

The . Joint Committee on Kailwajs and . Canals, to 
whom were referred uie ' Ahnual' 'Report' of sundry' rail- 
road corporations, have exajmJQi^d. .the ^.^f^^^^ndj report, 
that, in their opinion, it would be desirable, that said re- 
ports siiould cdntalrf dt mbrd - detailed statement of their 
receipts and expenditures, and they have accordingly, in 
connexion with another subject, reported a bill to that 
effect ; t)iey would further recommend that these several 
reports be prmted. 



c. iktibsoN. 



V 



» 






In Senate, March 4, 1836. 



Accepted. — Sent down for concurrence. 

CHAS. CALHOUN, CferJfe. 



House of Representatives, March 6, 1836. 
Concurred. 

L. S. GUSHING, Cleth. 



FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 
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7% the SkmerMe Senate and Bouse of RMrefentoHves. 

Tan ]>ireeitoni of tb^ Anclover utid Wfltnidgton Rail- 
iMd Gorpdfatioii, do hereby make thetr first annaa} report 
o^ ibeir acts aod doiags, leceipt^ and expenditures, under 
the pvofiaioiis of f heir act of Incorporation, passed the fif* 
ttattib of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-three. 

By thisi act, said corporation was empowered to locate, 
OKNistraot, and iaaUy complete a raiKroad, commencing 
noaf the South Parish Meeting-^house in Andover, thence 
to the Boston and Loweil Rail-road in Wiimmgton, so as 
to foim a bi^anqh to said toad, in such manner and form 
as should be deemed most expedient. 

The first object of the friends of this prefect, was to 
{NNicttre the necessary fonds to enable them to employ 
some skilful engineer to make the proper surveys and 
estimates^ as well to show the practicability and expedi- 
ency of the undertaking, as the amount of capital requir- 
^ to put the road in operation. 

To this end, in June 1 833, the whole number of shares 
was subscribed £cMr conditionaHy, the company organized, 
and an aa(K>oat advanced on the shares, sufficient to de- 
fray this expense. 

After some delay. Col. L. Baldwin was empbyed, and 
two experimental lines were run under his dh-ection, and 
plans and profiles made of the same ; Col. Baldwin being 
under previous engagements, had not time to complete 
the estimates. 

Mr. Joshua Barney was then employed by the direct^ 
ora, he ran a third line, made the necessary plan a»^ P^^^ 
file, and a minute calculation of the expense of construct. 
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ing the road in different ways. A road graded, and mzr 
sonrj for a single track, with iron rails on wood sleepers, 
and longitudinal sills, iocluding expense of agc^nt, engi- 
neers, and all contingencies, except damages for land, a- 
moinited to about j^l 0^200, per mil^. By tu^qaleulation, 
seven and three fourths miles of fp^d,: which is about tlie 
distance from the depot in Aodover, to the Lowell Rail-* 
road as now located, amounts to the sum of j$f79,050. 

The directors received Mr« Barney's report in January, 
1834. Rail-road stock in general was so depre9sedat 
this time, that it was considered inexpedient to incur any 
further expense during the year, except the filing a. loca- 
tion of the road with the proper authorities 

At a meeting of the stock-holders in April last, it was 
voted, that the directors proceed in the construction of 
the rail-road. Surveys were commenced about the first 
of May last, with a view of ascertaining the best route 
for the road, from the Boston and Lowell Rail-road in 
Wilmington to Andover. After surveying several moie 
routes, all of which were carefully examined by the di* 
rectors, they unanimously adopted the route, commencing 
at a point on the Lowell Rail-road, fifteen miles^ from 
Boston, and near Jaques' store in Wilmington, thence, 
after making the requbite curve, in a straight line to the 
road near the house of Abiel Carter, thence, after making 
a slight curve in a straight line to the town of Andover, 
thence in a verv direct course a few rods to the west of 
William Burt^s house, crossing Chandler's brook a few 
rods below the bridge over the same, thence over Mear's 
plains, and crossing the old Boston road near Goldsmith's 
house, and crossing said road again, near the house of 
Doct. Swift, to their land purchased for a depot, about 
seventy rods to the north-east of the south parish meet- 
ing-house aforesaid. 
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This route is remarkably direct in its general course, 
free from short curvatures, and a great portion of it is 
very nearly level. In a few places at Chandler's brook, 
and at the valley near Goldsmith's house, are short in- 
clined planes of about forty feet to the mile. The dis- 
tance from the Lovtrell road to the depot at Andover, is. 
seven miles and about thrde fourths. 

The graduation and masonry of this road, was put un- 
der contract in June last, except one short section near 
the meeting-house aforesaid, at prices, in general, below 
the original estimates. Messrs. Bird and Carson, and 
Mr* Jonathan Crane, took all the grading but the tenth 
section, which was taken by Messrs. E. and A. Carter, 
both grading and masonry. Messrs. Blood and Bagley 
took M the masonry except the section aforesaid. Messrs* 
Bird and Carson completed their contract in November 
last, the masonry was completed about the same time. 
Mr. Crane has done all his grading but about fifteen hun- 
dred feet, which will be completed in April next, the time 
agreed, The tenth section, which is next the Lowell 
toad, requires but a few days work— the contractors were 
prev€(nted smoothing it off by the early freezing of the 
groand in November last. About seven miles of the road 
is prepared for laying the rails. This work will be com- 
menced as soon as the frost is out of the ground. The 
remaining section, near the Andover meeting-house afore- 
said, will be graded early in the spring, the work of this 
section is comparatively light. 

The directors sent to England in July last, for seven 
hundred tons of iron rails, similar to the rail on the Boston 
»nd Pjrovidence road, which is said to be the best rail now 
in4ise. This was purchased before the late rise in the 
article. Four hundred and twenty-six tons have arrived 

2 
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in Boston, and about half of it is placed along the line of 
the road to be ready for use^ A contract has been made 
to transport the whole of it to the road, as it arrives in 
Boston. 

About ten thousand cedar sleepers have been purchased, 
dressed, and placed on or near the line of the road, at a 
price within the estimate. 

The iron spikes have all been contracted for at a rea- 
sonable price, and are partly made. 

Contracts have been made with most of the owners of 
the land, over which the road is located, at reasonable 
prices in general, and deeds received of part of them. 
The corporation have purchased about fourteen acres of 
land at the intersection of the Lowell road, for such im- 
provements as may be wanted there. Also, about two 
acres for a depot and other purposes, in the south parish 
in Andover. 

Two locomotive engines with the tenders, have been 
engaged, to be built at the machine shop in Lowell, to be 
delivered about the first of July next. Also, e%ht passen- 
ger cars have been contracted for, to be delivered about 
the same time. Should there be no unforeseen dbappoint- 
ments, the road will be put in operation as far as Ando- 
ver, for the transportation of passengers, about the first of 
July next. 

By an additional act of the legislature, passed on the 
seventh of April last, said corporation were empowered 
to construct and complete a rail-road, from the south 
parish in Andover, to the central village in Haverhill, on 
either of the routes designated on the plan presented, and 
now on the files of the legislature, and were empowered to 
increase their capital stock, by the creation of an addi- 
tional number of shares, to an amount not exceeding two 
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hundred thousand dollars. On the tenth day of August 
Jast, at a meeting of the stock-holders, called for the pur- 
pose^ it^was voted to increase the capital stock as afore- 
said, by adding thereto fifteen hundred shares, and, that 
the directors proceed in the construction of the road to 
Haverhill. 

Several lines were run by the engineer, with a view of 
finding a better route from said south parish to Merri- 
mack river, than either of those designated on the plan 
aforesaid. This object was obtained by crossing the Es- 
sex turnpike, near the house of Joseph L. Low, thence 
along the westerly side of Carmel hill, and intersecting 
the westerly route on the plan aforesaid, near Dean 
Chickering's house. By adopting this route, an ascent 
and descent of forty feet was avoided, and instead of an 
inclined plane of fifty-five feet to the mile, for two miles 
in extent, we obtain one of less than forty feet to the 
mile, of about one mile in extent. The expense of grad- 
ing on the route chosen, will also be less, and the dis- 
tance shortened. 

The remainder of the route, as described in the act a- 
foresaid, has been adopted, with the exception of about 
one and half miles next to the central village in Haver- 
bill. This has been left in order to ascertain the best 
place of crossing the Merrimack river, so as to enter said 
village favorably, for extending the road, so as to meet the 
Boston and Maine rail-road, on the line of the state of 
New Hampshire. 

About four and a half miles of this division of the road, 
is taken by the first mentioned contractors, and is now 
progressing vigorously. This is much the most expensive 
part of the road to grade, being two sections, one be- 
tween the houses of said Low and Chickering, the other, 
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across Bradford neck. The remainder of this division is 
cnostlj on the banks of the Merrimack, where the work 
is in general very light. Messrs. Blood and Bagley have 
undertaken several sections of the masonry, and have 
made good progress. Should no unforeseen difficulties 
occur, it is believed, that the grading of the road may be 
completed to Haverhill by the last of September next, and 
for a sum within the original estimates. Four assess- 
ments have been laid on the capital stock, amounting in 
the whole to thirty-one dollars on each share, of this sum 
there has been paid into the treasury, j$f49,619 00 

The treasurer has also received from other 

sources, the sum of 1,708 87 



Amounting in all to the sum of 051 ^3!7 87 

The expenditures to the sixteenth instant, as appears by 

the treasurer's books, are as follows : 

contractors for grading, $22^053 06 

<< for masonry, 4^30 69 

Engineer's deparment, 5,971 29 

for land and fencing, 8,618 12 

in part for iron rails, 10,000 00 

timber and incidental expenses, 654 81 



;jf51,227 87 
All which is respectfully submitted, 

HOBART CLARK, 
AMOS ABBOTT, 
M. PETTENGILL, 
JAMES H, DUNCAN, 

Directors. 
Jndover, Feb. 17, 1836. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Essex ss. February 17, 1836. Then Hobart Clark, 
Amos Abbott, Merrill Pettengill, James H. Duncan, ap- 
peared, and severally made oath, that the statement afore- 
said was true, according to the best of their knowledge 
and belief, 

Before me, 

M. NEWMAN, 

■ 

Justice of the Peace. 
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To the Honorable^ the Legislature of the Commonweatih 

of Massachusetts. 

The Directors of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Cor- 
poration, do hereby make their Fifth Annual Report, of 
their acts and doings, receipts and expenditures, under 
the act of incorporation. 

The rail-road from Boston to Lowell, with one track 
of rails laid, is finished, and was opened for travel on the 
twenty fourth day of June last. The depot at Boston is 
not provided for, the completion of it being delayed until 
experience shall teach us what accommodation is required. 
There are about five miles laid of the second track, and 
rail iron provided for about five miles more. 

Since the last report, they have laid assessments, to 
complete the payments on the stock created and allowed 
by the additional act, passed in January, 1834, making 
the whole amount received on the 2,400 shares— created 
and allowed by the several acts of the legislature — twelve 
hundred thousand dollars. There has also been received 
of the stock-holders, in advance on stock intended to be 
created, if liberty is granted therefor, seven thousand one 
hundred dollars. For transportation, forty five thousand 
five hundred twenty nine dollars, three cents; and for 
sundry loans and balances, unsettled, one hundred and 
eight thousand, eight hundred twenty five dollars, ninety 
one cents ; making the whole amount of receipts on the 
thirtieth day of November last, to which time the ann^^l 

3 
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accounts are made up, thirteen hundred sixty one thou<> 

sand, four hundred fifty four dollars and ninety four cents. 

The expenditures to the same date, amount to thirteen 

hundred thirty one thousand, three hundred sixty four 

sand, three hundred s^xteep doU^rs, arid forty nine cents^ 
is for engines and cars. Thirteen thousand, seven hun- 
dii^dl i^ty oqe dqll^r^, and forty fy(e pf nts, i^ fpt ^jtiplqs 
Q9 ^nd, uu^ipgfQfxl^pddr W^ 9)^!^ h^j^died o^e thpii^^nd^ 
qj^ J(i,ui;i4re4 ^^y one dollars; and iifty eigh^ cents^ is for 
laud purchased, and for making Is^^d on flat^ in Cambridge,, 
mentioned in former reports. 

To ^ish the road with two tracks, will require an 
^d(^itj,o]} tp the present capital of three huB^red thousand 
dpyar^. 

All which is respectfully subqfiitted- 

JOSEPH TILDEN, 
WM. APPLETON, 
P. T. JACKSON, 
JNO. F. LORING, 

Directors of the Boston and Lotoell Rail-road Corporation. 
Boston, Jan. Ist, 1836* 
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In Senate, Jan. 15, 1836. 
Referred to Committee on Railways and Canals. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk. 



House of REPBESENTATiysB, Jan. 16, 1836^ 
Concurred. 

JL S. CUSHING, Clerk. 
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To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts. 

The Directors of the Boston and Providence Rail-road 
Corporation, do hereby respectfully make their Fourth 
Annual Report, of their acts and doings, receipts and 
expenditures, under their act of incorporation. 

Puring tbp past year th^y have opened for use, with 
one track, the whole line of their road from the depot in 
Boston to the line of this Commonwealth, at Seekonk. 
They have also, lender the authority given by the Act of 
the Legislature of Massachusetts, of March 7th, 1836, 
made contracts with the Boston and Providence Rail- 
road and Transportation Company, for terminating their 
ro£jd near India Point, in the city of Providence, this cor- 
poration agreeing that they would not, during the contin- 
uance of their charter, have any other place for their 
southern termination ; the other company, on their part, 
contracting to construct a bridge across Seekonk river, at 
India Point, with rail-way tracks thereon, and complete 
a rail-road from said bridge to the termination within the 
city of Providence, and appropriate land and erect build- 
ings as a depot in said city of Providence, for passengers, 
merchandize, engines, cars, and other purposes, for the 
use of said road ; the sum to be expended therefor being 
at present limited to one hundred thousand dollars, and 
this corporation are to pay an annual rent on the cost of 
the premises, equal to the rate of profit which may be 
annually divided among their own stock-holders, and also 
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to keep the premises in repair, and they are to receive all 
the rents, tolls and profits that may arise from the prem- 
ises to their own use. 

Under and by virtue of the said contracts, the said 
^< rail -road and transportation company " have proceeded 
to make said bridge and rail-road in Providence, and to 
erect said buildings, which are now nearly completed. 

This corporation have decided upon a plan for a part 
of their buildings at their depot in Boston, and that for 
the accommodation of passengers is nearly finished. 
They have also erected buildings for cars and engines, 
and for work-shops, a short distance from said depot, and 
within the bounds of Roxbury, and at Seekonk ; and 
have provided an additional number of cars and engines 
to accommodate the travel and transportation upon their 
road. 

The directors have called upon the stock-holders for 
the payment of the whole of the increased capital of five 
hundred thousand dollais, authorized by the Act of the 
Legislature of the first day of April last, which has been 
fully paid with the exception of thirteen hundred dollars. 

On the 26th of November last, they declared a dividend 
of four per cent, on the amount of the capital then paid 
in, of twelve hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

The whole expenses of the corporation 
for the past year, exclusive of the expense of 
transportation, are ;^569,392 29 



The receipts of the corporation the past 
year have been as follows, viz : 
From stock-holders by virtue of sundry 

assessments, 498,700 00 
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Transportation of passengers and goods on 
the road, including the branch road to 
Dedham, ;^1 06,929 88 

Deduct expenses of transporta- 
tion, 13,584 54 

— 93,346 34 



Other expenses chargeable against transpor- 
tation of passengers and goods, wheu liqui- 
dated may amount to about ;^ 19,350. 
Received for rents, 682 23 

Materials sold. 322 00 



j$f393,049 67 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

WM. W. WOOLSEY, . 
JAMES G. KING, / Direttors of the 

ELIHU TOWNSEND, f Boston i^PhnfiSence 
CHAS. H. RUSSELL, f Rail-Road 
JNO. F. LORING, \ Corporation. 

JOSEPH W. REVERE, ; 



City of New York, $s, January 2Sth, 1836. — Then 
William W. Woolsey, James G. Kihg, Cfaarlei H. Rus- 
sell, and Elihu Townseud, appeared and severally made 
oath, that the foregoing statement was true, according to 
the best of their knowledge and belief. 

SILAS M. STILWELL, 

Judge of Court of Common Pleas. 
4 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Suffolk ss. February \st^ 1836. — Then John F. Loring 
and Joseph W. Revere, appeared and severally made oath, 
that the foregoing statement bj them subscribed, was 
true according to the best of their knowledge and belief 

Before me, BENJ. K. NICHOLS, 

Justice of the Peace. 



In Senate, Feb. 2, 1836. 
Referred to Committee on Rail-wajs and Canals. 
Sent down for concurrence, 

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk. 



House of Representatives, Feb. 3, 1836. 
Concurred. 

L- S. GUSHING, Clerk. 
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DIRECTORS OF THE BOSTON & WORCESTER 



RAIL ROAD CORPORATION. 



1836. 



^ 



eotmiMtittwtittii of j«M«atii«attti). 



In Sinux, Maich 4, 1836. 
Read, and Olderad to be printed. 
Attett, 

CHAS. CALHOUN, Cltrk. 



To the Honorable Senate . and House of Representatives. 

The Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road 
Corporation respectfully report : 

That, the third division of the rail-road, extending from 
Westborough to Worcester, was opened for use on the 
fourth day of July last, and that since that time the loco- 
motive engines and cars, for the conveyance of passengers 
and merchandise, hrfve continued to run between Wash- 
ington street, in Boston, and Main street, in Worcester* 
During the summer season, three trains, and during the 
winter, two trains of passenger cars have run daily, with 
the exception of Sundays, from Boston to Worcester, and 
from Worcester to Boston. These regular trips have 
been, in a number of instances, interrupted by snow^ 
storms, and the accumulation of snow and ice on the 
track, in the months of December, January, and February, 
but there have been only six days, during the winter, in 
which one or more passages have not been made, and not 
more than twenty days, in which the whole number of 
passages have not been made at the stated hours, and in 
the regular period. Most of these interruptions are attri- 
buted to the unusual inclemency of the season. Besides 
the regular passenger trains, other trains of baggage cars, 
for the conveyance of merchandise, have been run during 
a great part of this period. Engines and cars are now 
provided, which are supposed to be sufificient for the con- 
veyance of all the passengers, and all the merchandise 
which may be oflFered for conveyance on the line. 
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The part of the rail-road, from Washington street, in 
Boston, to Worcester, together with the depots and turn- 
outs required by the present demand of business, is nearly 
completed with a single track, a line has been surveyed 
for a branch track from Grafton to Millbury, and the iron 
necessary for this branch is imported, but it has not been de- 
finitely determined, whether it will be expedient to lay this 
branch, or to lay down the iron imported lor the purpose, 
in a second track, on a part of the road where it is found 
to be most needed. 

The part of the rail-road leading from Washington 
street, to its proposed termination in the South Cove, re^ 
mains to be completed, being a distance of about a hun- 
dred and eighty rods, and the buildings for the merchan- 
dise and passenger depots, are yet to be erected. A 
wharf on the channel of the harbor, and adjoining the pro- 
posed merchandise depot in the South Cove, has been 
built, and the foundation is nearly prepared for laying the 
rails, between the depot and Washington street. The 
South Cove is now in a state of forwardne3s, which it is 
presumed will admit of the immediate prosecution of the 
work on the opening of spring, for the completion of the 
road, and the erection of the necessary buildings, at the 
permanent depots. 

In completing the third division of the road, it was 
found that the expense of the grading, through the sum^- 
mits at Worcester and Grafton, considerably exceeded the 
•estimate, in consequence of the difficult nature of the 
rock to be excavated. The expense was further enhanced 
from the necessity of hastening the work, which bad been 
retarded by various causes, and also, by the/rost and wet 
^ of an unusually inclement winter and spring. In the 
course of the last sununer, a considerable expenditure hasi 
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bee;i mad^ in wideaing some of the excavations of earthy 
and in eroctiag walls to prevent the filling* of the drains,^ 
bj the falling in of the banks, and also in constructing 
additional drains, to secure the foundations of the road 
against the injurious action of the frost. 

The amount of travelling and business was also found 
to be such, as to render it necessary to increase the num- 
ber of locomotive engines, and passenger and merchandise 
cars beyond those included in the original estiixiate. A 
large expenditure has also been found necessary for the 
purchase of land, and the erection of buildings for the ac- 
commodation of business in Boston and Worcester. These 
expenditures have rendered it necessary to increase the 
capital stock of the corporation, in conformity with the 
provisions of the acts of incorporation, by the creation of 
five thousand additional shares, viz: 2500 shares by a 
vote of the stock-holders, on the 4th day of May last, and 
2500 shares by a like vote on the 7th of December last, 
by which increase, the capital of the corporation is raised 
to the amount of ;^1, 500,000. 

The receipts arising from the fare of passengers and 
freight, with some minor sources of income, from the 
commencement of the running of the cars to the 1st of 
July last, amounted to ;^69,375 62, and the expenses of 
the transportation department, and repairs of road, en- 
gines, and cars, during the same period to ;^41,364 32. 

The receipts, from the same sources, from the 1st of 
July to the 1st of January last, amounted to ;^92,430 u3. 
The expenses of transportation and repairs, during the 
latter period, amounted to ;^44,168 96. 

A dividend of profits of 2 per cent, on the capital then 
taken, amounting to ^25,000, was declared on the 1st of 
July last, and a further dividend of 4 per cent, amounting 

5 
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to 06X)fiOOy on Ae 1st rif January last, the latter payable 
on the 1st of March inst. 

The receipts of the corporation to the 1st of January 
last, were the following, vi^ : 

From assessments on 12,453 shares, 1,246,300 00 
Income from fare of passengers, freight, 

&c., - - - - - 161,805'i95 
From other sources, - . . 26,621 96 

Making a total of - - ;^1, 433,727 90 

The payments to the same date were to the following 
amounts, viz : 

For construction of the road, land, 

and, damages, engines, cars, &g,, 1,319,697 97 
For expense of transportation, and 

repairs of road, engines, and cars„ 86,633 28 

For account of first dividend, 24,536 00 

Balance on hand, 3,960 65 



$1,453,727 90 



An assessment of $30 per share on the 2500 shares of 
new stock, was paid on the 6th of February. Twenty- 
five dollars per share will be payable on the 5th inst., and 
the 6th of May, and the residue on the 6th of July next. 
The corporation have now in operation on the road seven 
locomotive engines, five of which were built in Newcastle^ 
England, by Mr. Robert Stephenson, one in Liverpool, by 
Mr. Bury, and one in Boston, by Mr. Bouton; they have 
another engine in Philadelphia, built by Mr. Baldwin, 
ready to be delivered on the opening of the navigation, 
and they have contracted for the building of another, in 
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Lowell, by the Proprietors of the Locks and Canals, to be 
delivered in May next. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

NATHAN HALE, 
DANIEL DENNY, 
ELIPHALET WILLIAMS, 
GEORGE BOND, 
EDW. ELDREDGE, 
HENRY WILLIAMS, 
GEO. W. PRATT. 

Boston, March % 1836. 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

Suffolk Co, Citt of Boston, ss. — On this third day 
of March, 1836, before me, personally appeared, Nathan 
Hale, Daniel Denny, Eliphalet Williams, George Bond, 
Edward Eldredge, Henry Williams, and George W. Pratt, 
Esquires, all of whom are personally well known to me, 
and severally made oath, according to law, that all the 
declarations contained in the foregoing statement, and by 
them respectively subscribed, in their official capacities, of 
President and Directors of the Boston and Worcester 
Rail-road Corporation, are true, according to the best of 
their knowledge and belief. 

THOMAS A, DEXTER, 

JusUce of the Peace. 
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To the Honorahte Senate and House of Representatives* 

The Directors of the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corpora- 
tion, do hereby, in compliance with a provision in their 
act of incorporation, make their first Annual Report, of 
their acts and doings, receipts and expenditures* 

The whole number of shares in the capital stock having 
been subscribed for, on the 29th day of June last, the 
corporation was duly organized by the election of officers. 

The directors proceeded to take measures for the im- 
mediate jprosecution of the work. Thomas B. Wales, 
Esq. was appointed agent; Major W. Gibbs McNeill, 
engineer ; and Mr. E. S. Chesbrough, resident engineer, 
and assistant agent. 

Immediately upon the organization of the corporation, 
a re-survey of the route of the road was made, and exam- 
inations were entered into by the engineers, with the 
view of ascertaining the practicability and probable ex- 
pense of varying the line of the road to the westward of 
the route described in the act of incorporation, under the 
provision granting the corporation that power. Upon a 
due consideration of the results of these examinations, 
however, the directors did not deem it expedient to avail 
themselves of the privilege of so varying the route. A 
definite location of the road was, therefore, made, con- 
forming to the line specifically described in the act of 
incorporation, and a plan of the location has been filad 
with the countv commissioners of the county of Bristol. 



40 TAUNTON BRANCH R. R- CORP. March 

The toute of the road, from the Boston and Providence 
rail-road in Mansfield, to its present termination in Taun* 
ton, will be a straight line, eleven miles in length ; and, 
with the exception of one grade at its commencement, 
about three thousand feet in length, having an inclination 
of twenty nitie feet per mile, and a grade of 21.1 feet per 
mile for about nine thousand seven hundred feet, next to 
Taunton ; it will be virtually level, without any expensive 
embankments or excavations. The road is to be graded 
of sufficient width for a double track; but it is not intend- 
ed to complete the second track, until it shall be found 
necessary for the public accommodation. Contracts have 
been entered into with responsible individuals, for com- 
pleting the grading, at prices not varying materially from 
the estimates of the engineers ; the cost of the graduation 
of the whole route, being estimated at ^58,801 50. By 
the terms of the contracts, the grading is to be completed 
by the first day of April next, and such progress has been 
made by the contractors^ as to justify the belief, that these 
terms will be strictly fulfilled. 

The directors have contracted in England for a supply 
of 800 tons of rails, of the pattern adopted on the Boston 
and Providence rail-road ; and the laying of the rails will 
be commenced as early in the spring as the state of the 
ground will admit of its advantageous prosecution. The 
quantity of rails required for the construction of a single 
track, with the requisite turn-outs, is about 1060 tons. 
Contracts have also been made by the agent for the fenc- 
ing, and for the supply of the required number of sleep- 
ers, spikes and chairs, on satisfactory terms. A locomotive 
engine, to be constructed at Lowell, has been ordered by 
the agent, and is to be delivered on the first day of May 
next. 
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No definite measures have been taken by the directors 
in regard to depots ; but the subject will receive their 
attention as soon as it shall become necessary in the pro- 
gress of the work* 

Every part of the work is believed by the directors to 
be in a state of successful prosecution ; and, if the season 
should prove favorable, it is expected that the entire com- 
pletion of the rail-road will be effected in the month of 
July next. 

From the report of the treasurer, dated Dec* 26, 1836, 
it appears, that at that time, four assessments had been 
laid on the shares, amounting to ;^50 per share ; 

That the gross receipts were, ;^41,260 00 

That the expenditures have been as follows : 
Incidental expenses, and engineering, 245 17 

Interest on payments made before due, 45 03 

•Location and. survey account, 696 91 

Graduation account, 24,500 00 

Land and damages, 38 50 

;^26,625 61 
Cash in the hands of the agent, 8,537 02 

Balance in the bands of the treasurer, 7,187 37 



;^41,250 00 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

THOS. B. WALES, 
JNO. F. LORING, 
JAMES K. MILLS, 
WM. A. CROCKER, 
G. W. PRATT, 

Directors. 

Boston, January 4, 1 836. 
6 
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Suffolk ss. January 4, 1836. Then personally ap- 
peared the above named Thomas B. Wales, John JF. Lor- 
ing, James K. Mills, W. A. Crocker, and G. W. Pratt, 
and made oath that the above report was true, according 
to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

EDW. PICKERING, 

Justice of the Peace. 



In Senate, Jan. 15, 1836. 
Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 
Sent down for concurrence. 

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk. 



House of Representatives, Jan. 15, 1836. 
Concurred. 

L. S. GUSHING, Clerk. 
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In Senate, Feb. 6, 1837. 

The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to 
whom were referred the Annaal Reports of sundry Rail- 
road Corporations, recommend that all the Reports of the 
Rail-road Corporations presented at this session of the 
Legislature be printed, for the ase of the Legislature. 

C. HUDSON. 



Sent down for concarrence, 

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk. 



House of Repressntatiyes, Jan. 17, 1837. 
Concurred. 

L. S. CUSHING, CUrk. 
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To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts. 

The Directors of the Andover and Wilmington Rail-road 
Corporation, do hereby make their second annaal report 
of their acts and doings, receipts and expenditures, un- 
der their act of incorporation. 

The first division of their road, from the Boston and 
Lowell Rail-road, in Wilmington, to the South Parish in 
Andover, being seven and three-fourth miles, was open- 
ed for use on the eighth day of August last. Since that 
time, two trips between Andover and Boston have been 
made with the passenger cars each day, (Sundays except- 
ed) without interruption, except in three instances during 
the present month, when prevented by the accuitiulation 
of ice and snow on the rails. At the depot in Andover, 
there have been erected and completed, an engine-house 
and repair-shop, a car-house, a work-shop for building and 
repairing cars, and a passenger-house. The second divi- 
sion of their road has been definitely located to within 
about one mile of Haverhill village. This distance has 
been left for the purpose of ascertaining the best point at 
which to cross the Merrimack, and pass that village to the 
line of New Hampshire, in order to connect with the Bos- 
ton and Maine Rail-road, a portion of which road, it is un- 
derstood, the directors expect to put under contract during 
the nex summer. The second division, so far as located , 
is all graded but about one mile, partly deep cutting, on 
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which as maDy hands are emplojed as can work advanta- 
geously, and will be completed early in the spring. A 
part of ' the materials for the superstructure is contracted 
for, and arrangements are now making for the whole, and 
the road will probably be opened for use in the course of J 
the next sifmmer. The directors have on hand, locomo- 
tives and passenger cars sufficient for the probable busi- 
ness of the whole road ; and merchandize cars partly suf- 
ficient for the business of the road, have been built at our 
depot, and an additional number are now building. 

Nine assessments have been laid on the capital stock, 
payable prior to the date of this report, amounting to 
eighty-one dollars on each share. From these assess- 
ments, the treasurer has received, as appears by his hooks, 
to the' twenty-first of January instant, the sum of one 
hundred and sixty thousand two hundred and thirty-five^ 
dollars, eighteen cents. The treasurer has received from 
sundry loans and advances the sum of forty-three thou- 
sand dollars. There has been received at Andover and 
Boston, for the transportation of passengers, to the twen- 
ty-first instant, ten thousand eight hundred and thirty 
dollars, eight cents. Two thousand nine hundred twenty- 
five dollars, seventy-three cents, is charged as expense of 
transportation of passengers and freight. But, as the 
amount to be paid to the Boston and Lowell Rail-road 
Corporation, for the use of their road, has not been ad- 
justed, the directors are not able at this time to state the 
amount of net receipts. About fourteen hundred dollars >^ 

has accrued from the transportation of merchandize, since 
freight cars have been placed on the road. 

The treasurer has on hand, in cash, notes and unsettled 
balances, fourteen thousand eight hundred fifteen dollars, 
twenty-two cents. 
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The expenditures to the same date amount) as appears 
bj the treasurer's books^ to the sum of one hundred 
ninety^six thousand nine hundred thirty •'two dollars/ eight 
cents. Of this sum, sixty-four thousand thirty-nine dol- 
lars, ten cents, is for grading. For masonry, sixteen 
thousand one hundred fourteen dollars, fifty-three cents. 
For iron rails, including spikes, plates, &c. forty-seren 
thousand one hundred seventy-four dollars, ninety- two- 
cents. Laying rails, &c. six thousand twenty-eight dol- 
lars, seventy-four cents. For real estate, including dam- 
ages for land, fencing, depot-buildings and work-shops, 
twenty-three thousand eight dollars, thirty-seven cents. 
For sleepers and timber for bridges, three thousand sev- 
enty-eight 'dollars, thirty-six cents. For engines and 
cars, twenty-four thousand two hundred sixty-six dollars. 
Incidental expenses and engineering, thirteen thousand 
two hundred twenty-two dollars, six cents. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

^ 

HOBART CLARK, 
ABRAHAM MARLAND, 
AMOS ABBOTT, 
JAMES H. DUNCAN, 
ALFRED KITTREDGE, 

Andover, January 28<&, 1837. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Essex ss. January 28, 1837. Then Hobart Clark, 
Abraham Marland, Amos Abbott, James H. Duncan and 
Alfred Kittredge appeared, and severally made oath that 
the statement aforesaid was true, according to the best of 
their knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

M. NEWMAN, Justice of the Peace. 
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To the Honorable the Legislature of the CommonwecUth 
l^ of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Cor- 
poration do hereby make their Sixth Annual Report 
o( their acts and doings, receipts and expenditures, 
under the act of incorporation. 

Our last report, dated January 4th, 1836, stated that 
the rail-road from Boston to Lowell, with one track of 
rails, was finished and open for travel ; and that a portion 
of the second track was laid. 

Since that date, the second track of rails has been ex- 
tended to about eleven and one third miles, and the rail 
iron oh hand will lay about twelve miles more. 

During the past year, assessments have been laid on 
the stock created by the additional act, passed April 6tb, 
1836, to the whole amount of said stock, (being six hun- 
dred shares of five hundred dollars each ;) the last assess- 
ment will be due on the first day of February next, and 
when paid, will make the whole amount received on the 
three thousand shares created and allowed by the several 
acts of incorporation, fifteen hundred thousand dollars. 

The whole amount expended up to the annual settle- 
ment of accounts, November 30, 1836,^^for the road, 
;$f 1,323,622; for depots and aqueduct, is j^79,895 67; 
for engines and cars, is ;^ 102,227 66,-^^making fifteen 
hundred and five thousand six hundred forty-five dollars 
and twenty-three cents. The corporation are indebted 
in the sum of one hundred and one thousand six hundred 
fifty-nine dollars and seventy-four cents. Cash on hand 
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and debts dae the corporation, j^34,5Q0 50 ; land, &c. 
for sale, cost j^61,841 23; making ninety-six thousand 
three hundred forty-one dollars and seventy-three cents. 
This land would sell, even at this time, for more than suf- 
ficient to pay the balance of our debts ; but it will un- 
doubtedly sell much better when the pressure on the 
money market is relieved. 

Our last > report stated the amount received for trans- 
portation, up to the 30th day of November, 1 835, to be 
;^45,529 03. The amount received for the six months 
endmg 31st May, 1836, was ;$f26,722 26; and for the 
/six months ending the 30th of November, 1836, was 
063 fi75 93 ; making one hundred thirty -five thousand 
three hundred twenty- seven dollars and twenty- two cents, 
being the whole amount received for transportation on 
the road after deducting the expenses of the same up to 
the 30th November, 1836. From this sum, the first divi- 
dend of eighteen dollars seventy-five cents on each share 
was paid on twenty-four hundred shares, on the first day 
of February, 1 836 ; and a second dividend of ten dollars 
on each share was paid on three thousand shares, on the 
fifth day of August, 1836, — making the whole amount of 
dividends paid to this date, seventy-five thousand dollars ; 
which sum being deducted from the amount above stated, 
received for transportation, leaves a balance yet undivided 
of sixty thousand three hundred twenty-seven dollars and 
twenty-two cents. 

From the reports and accounts exhibited by the treasu- 
rer, at the annual meeting of the corporation this day, it 
appears that we have the means of extending our second 
track of rails to the Andover road turn-out, in Wilming* 
ton, and no farther. If it is desired to continue the same 
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to Lowell, we shall require an addition to our capital of 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JOSEPH TILDEN, 1 
P- T. JACKSON; I n- .w^ 
WM. APPLETON, f ^^^^^^^ 
GEO. W. PRATT, J 

Bostofij Jan. 4, 1837. 



Suffolk ss. — City of Boston, Jan. 4, 1837. Per- 
sonally appeared the above named Joseph Tilden, P. T. 
Jackson, Wm. Apple ton, and Geo. W. Pratt, Esqrs., and 
made oath to the truth of the foregoing statement, by 
them severally subscribed. 

Before me, 

HENRY CLARK, Notary Public. 
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To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth 

of Massachusetts. 

The Directors of the Boston and Providence Rail-road 
Corporation, do hereby respectfully make their Fifth 
Annual Report of their acts and doings^ receipts and 
expenditures under their act of incorporation. 

The act of the Legislature of the 16th April last, for 
increasing the capital stock of the corporation to an 
amount not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, hav- 
ing been accepted by the stockholders, the directors have 
caused fifteen hundred shares of one hundred dollars each, 
being a part of said increased capital, to be apportioned 
among the stockholders, with the exception of thirty-two 
shares, arising from fractional parts not subscribed for, but 
which are ordered to be sold, and the whole amount of 
the shares so apportioned has been paid in to the treas- 
urer. 

The directors have caused to be erected during the 
past year a brick building, for the storage of merchandize, 
at the depot in Boston, a small passenger-house at See- 
konk, two additional houses with wells under them, and 
suitable apparatus for raising and securing a proper supply 
of water for the engines on the road, with various other 
works necessary for the completion of the road in a proper 
manner. 

They have increased the number of locomotive engines 
to eleven, and made arrangements for procuring such an 
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additional supply of merchandize and passenger cars, as 
is necessary to meet the exigencies arising from wear and 
tear, and the increased wants of the public. 

The directors contemplate laying a second track as soon ^ 
as it can be done with a reasonable regard to economy. 
They have deferred laying it solely on account of the ex- 
cessive price of iron. 

For the purpose of securing to the public a continued 
line of steam-boats of the first class, in which the price of 
passage and freight between New York and the southern 
termination of the Providence Rail-road at all seasons of 
the year should be fixed at moderate rates, this company, 
on the eighteenth of March last, entered into a contract 
with the proprietors of sundry steam-boats in New York, 
by which the above objects have been obtained and secur- 
ed for the term of five years from that date. A copy of 
this agreement was laid before a committee of the Legis- 
lature at the last session. 

The directors having varied the original location of the 
road in sundry places in the county of Bristol, near the 
southern termination, they have caused a description and 
plan of the different parts of the road where said varia- 
tions were made, to be filed with the county commission- 
ers of said county, as by law required. 

The directors have declared two dividends of four per 
cent, each on the amount of the capital stock of ;^1,650,- 
000, — the former on the eleventh of June last, and the ^ 
latter on the fourteenth of December last, payable on the 
twelfth of January, 1837. 

The whole amount of receipts of the corporation the last 
year, viz. from December 31st, 1835, to December 5lM, 
1 836, have been as follows : 
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From stockholders, by virtue of an as- 
sessment, 150,000 
Less 32 fractional shares unsold, 3,200 

^ 146,800 00 

From transportation of passengers and 
merchandize, including the Dedham 
and Taunton branches, 243,095 62 

From materials sold, 1 ,538 97 

From rents, 870 41 

From loan of 5,000 00 

Less interest, 52 60 

4,947 50 



P97,252 50 



The expenditures of the corporation have been as fol- 
lows: 
Expenses of transportation, including salaries 

of officers and other incidental charges, 107,512 60 
Construction, including erection of buildings, 

cost of locomotive engines, and all other 

incidental charges, 220,468 66 

Dividend paid July 5th, 1836, 66,000 00 



;$f393,981 26 



All which is respectfully submitted. 



JOHN F. LORING, 1 
JOSEPH W. REVERE, I r^ , 
WILLIAM WOOLSEy, \^^^^^^^ 
JAMES G. KING, J 
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On this 25th January, 1837.— Sworn by William W. 
Woolsej and James G. King. 

Before me, 

WILLIAM H. MAXWELL, 

Massachusetts Commissioner. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Suffolk, ss. — Jan. 18th, 1837. Then John F. Lor- 
ing and Joseph W. Revere severally made oath that the 
foregoing statement by them subscribed was true, accord- 
ing to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

EDWARD PICKERING, 

Justice of the Peace. 



STATE OF NEW YORK- 

City and County of New York, ss. By this public in- 
strument, be it known, to all whom it may concern, that 
I, William H. Maxwell, Commissioner, in and for the 
Sate of New York, and resident in the city of New York, « 

duly commissioned by the Governor of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, and authorized by law to take 
the acknowledgment of deeds, letters of attorney, mort- 
gages, contracts, or other writings under seal, with full 
power and authority to administer oaths and affirmations, 
and to take depositions, &c., do hereby certify, that on 
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the 25tb day of January, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-seven, before me, said commissioner, 
personally appeared William W. Woolsey and James G. 
King, and being by me duly sworn according to law, did 
depose and say, that the facts and circumstances men- 
tioned and contained in the annexed, signed by them, are 
in all respects just and true, to the best of their knowl- 
edge and belief. 

In testimony whereof, 1 have hereunto set my hand 
and seal, the day and year above written. 

WILLIAM H. MAXWELL, 

Massachusetts Commissioner. 
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



DIRECTORS OF THE BOSTON AND WORCESTER 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION, 
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To the HonoraUe Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Commonwealth of Masscu:husetts. 

The Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road 

Corporation respectfully report, 

That since the date of their last annqal report, they 
have extended the said Rail-road, in the city of Boston, 
from Washington-street across Front-street and through 
the South Cove, to Beach-street, and at the intersection 
of Beach-street with Lincoln-street, have erected a build- 
ing for the reception of passenger cars, and the accom- 
modation of passengers. This building is intended to 
constitute the permanent termination of the rail-road in 
Boston, and from it the trains of passenger cars regular- 
ly take their departure. They have also erected another 
building in the South Cove, near the navigable waters of 
the harbor, from which it is intended the freight trains 
shall take their departure, as soon as the store houses, to 
be erected near it, shall be completed. The building of 
these store houses is commenced, and it is proposed to 
proceed in the work early in the approaching spring, and 
as soon as they are completed, to transfer to them the 
business of receiving and discharging merchandize, trans- 
ported on the rail-road. The vicinity of these stores to 
navigable water, and to a wharf belonging to the corpo- 
ration, will render the situation a very convenient depot, 
for many descriptions of merchandize transported on the 
road. During the - past season, some further work has 
been done, along the rail«road, for the purpose of com- 



28 BOSTON & WORCESTER R. R. COR. Feb 

pletiog and preserving the drains, supporting the banks, 
and ensuring greater durability to the road. 

The road is at present in good condition, and it has 
sustained no material injury, or interruption, the present 
winter, from frost or snow. A branch rail-road, to lead 
from the main road in Grafton, near the New-England 
village, to Mill bury, has been located, and is partly grad- 
ed, and it is expected to be in readiness, for laying down 
the rails, early in the ensuing summer. It will terminate 
in a central part of the village of Millbury, near the 
Blackstone Canal. 

The passenger and freight cars, drawn by locomotive 
engines, have been running regubrly, for the conveyance 
of passengers and freight, through the past year. 

The passenger cars have made two trips daily from 
Boston to Worcester, and the same number returning, 
through the year, and during the summer three trips, 
stopping at each trip, for the convenience of the public, 
in the reception and discharge of passengers at ten places 
between Boston and Worcester. The freight trains have 
usually made one or more trips each way daily, and are 
despatched as often as the quantity of merchandize to be 
transported requires. 

It is now two years and nine months, since the Rail- 
road was first partially opened for the conveyance of 
passengers, and a year and a half since it was opened 
from Boston to Worcester. Within the first named peri- 
od, there have been transported on the road nearly three 
hundred thousand passengers. The directors, feeling the 
responsibility of being entrusted temporarily with the care 
of so many human lives, have felt it to be their duty to 
adopt every precaution which the novelty of the mode of 
conveyance would admit of, for the safety of the persons 
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so confided to them, as well as of persons travelling on 
the common roads. They had to this end adopted, sub- 
stantially, all the regulations which have been prescribed 
by law, before they had been exacted by the Legislature, 

^ as well as such others as experience has suggested to be 

useful ; and they have endeavored to give efficacy to these 
regulations, by entrusting the execution of them to 
skilful, discreet, and prudent agents, and by maintaining 
a system of constant and careful supervision. They have 
the satisfaction to state, that, during the whole period 
above mentioned, no passenger on the road has, by any 
accident or negligence, sustained any personal injury, and 
no traveller on the public roads has sustained personal 
injury by being brought in contact with any of the trains 
on the road, except in consequence of a want of care on 
the part of the person injured. These facts the directors 
conceive to be deserving of notice, as tending to show 
that this mode of travelling notwithstanding the inexperi- 
ence under which it was recently commenced, and not- 
withstanding the rapid speed attained by it, is entitled to 
the confidence of the public, as being equal at least, in 
point of safety, to any other^ mode which has yet been 
practised. 

The amount of receipts for the fare of passengers from 
January 1 to December 31, 1836, was ;^1 20,792 24. 
The amount received for freight in the same period was 
;$f69,781 42. These sums, with ^2,612 37 received for 

^ rents and interest, constitute the gross income for the 

year, amounting to ;^1 83,286 03. To this is to be added, 
;^1,272 67, the amount of surplus over the dividend of 
January 5, 1836, making the sum of ;^ 184,558 70. 

The current expenses during the year, including the 
cost of transportation, the wear and repairs of engines and 
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f^ars, and the repairs of the road, amount to ;^103^673 70. 
The whole receipts of the corporation to the present time, 
exclusive of income, amount to ;^ 1,577,546 23. 

The expenditures to the present date, exclusive of ex- 
penses of transportation, repairs and wear of cars and enr 
gines, and repairs of road, amount to j^l, 582,793 58. 

A dividend of five per cent, for the jear 1836, on the 
capital stock, has been declared, payable on the 20th inst. 
amounting to ;$f76,000. 

As soon as the freight depot, in Boston, shall be trans- 
ferred to the situation designed for it in the south cove, 
and the depots of the Western and Norwich rail-roads, in 
Worcester, adjoining this road, shall be definitely estab- 
lished, the corporation will have a considerable tract of 
surplus land, both in Boston and in Worcester, to be dis- 
posed of, the proceeds of which will be applied to liqui- 
dating the debts now due, and defraying the expenses yet 
to be incurred, in completing the works now in contem- 
plation. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

NATHAN HALE, 
DAVID HENSHAW, 
JOHN BRYANT, 
ELIPHALET WILLIAMS, 
GEORGE MOREY, 
DANIEL DENNY, 
NATH'L HAMMOND. 

Boston, Jan. 17, 1837. 
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Suffolk ss. City of Boston, Jan. 24, 1837. — Per- 
sonally appeared the above named Nathan Hale, David 
Henshaw, John Bryant, Eliphatet Williams, George Mo- 
rej, Daniel Denny and Nathaniel Hammond, and made 
oath to the truth of the foregoing report, by them seve- 
rally subscribed, before me, 

ZEBEDEE COOK, Jr. 

Justice of the Peace. 
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To the Honorable Senate^ 

and House of Representatives. 

The Directors of the Eastern Rail-road Company respect- 
fully make their first Report, as follows : 

That shortly after their election by said company, they 
proceeded to organize their board, by the choice of a 
president, treasurer and clerks. They then proceeded in 
engaging the services of an engineer for the construction 
of the road. Proposals have since been issued, and con- 
tracts entered into, for grading all that part of the road 
from the city of Boston to near the city of Salem, in sev- 
eral sections, and also for two sections of the road in or 
near the town of Ipswich. 

The grading of the road was commenced at East Bos- 
ton, on the twenty-second day of July last, and consider- 
able labor has been expended, and progress made upon all 
the sections under contract, and upon several of them the 
work is still continued, though upon some of them it has 
been suspended. Materials for the road, bridges, &c. 
have been in many cases procured. — The section nearest 
Salem, upon which any labor has yet been done, termi- 
nates near Castle Hill, so called, within the limits of that 
city. Between this terminus and the compact part of the 
city, the road has not been commenced, from the circum- 
stance, that an application to the county commissioners 
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for an alteration in the location of this part of the road 
has been very recently determined. 

An application will be made to your honorable bodies, 
for an act confirming the decree or order of the commis- 
sioners in this behalf. 

The opening of spring is anticipated as the time for 
urging the work, particularly on that part of the road be- 
tween Boston and Salem, with a view of getting in ope- 
ration this section as soon as possible. 

The company have determined to petition yoor honor- 
able bodies, for a farther time than that limited by the 
charter, to complete that part of the road between Salem 
and Newburyport, or the New Hampshire line* 

Arrangements have been made with the company which 
owned the ferry between Boston and East Boston, for 
uniting that ferry with the ferry of the rail-road, for the 
transportation of passengers and merchandize from the 
proposed terminus of the track at East Boston to the pro- 
posed depot within the city« 

From the books of the treasurer it appears, that the 
receipts of the company from the stockholders, by virtue 
of sundry assessments upon the stock, have been 

;^172,616 00 

The receipts from other sources have been 2,958 27 



^176,473 27 



The expenditures, for labor in grading the 
rosu), materials for bridges, &c., purchases on 
account of ferry arrangements, lavd^ pur- 
cha3ed aud land damages, and other miscella- 
aeous expeadituresi have been j^li43,217 02 
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This account is made ap to the thirtj-first day of Jan- 
uary last. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

GEO. PEABODY, 

ROB. G. SHAW, 

FRANCIS J. OLIVER, 

L. THORNDIKE, f Directors of 

ISAIAH BREED, > the Eastern 

PYAM LOVETT, ( Rail-road Co. 

STEPHEN A. CHASE, 

DANIEL TREADWELL, 

SAMUEL S. LEWIS, 

Boston, Feb. I, 1837. 



Suffolk, ss. Boston, Feb. 1, 1837. Then George 
Peabody, pres., Robert G. Shaw, Francis J. Oliver, Lar- 
kin Thorndike, Pyam Lovett, Daniel Treadwell, Samuel 
S. Lewis, appeared, and severally made oath, and Isaiah 
Breed and Stephen A. Chase affirmed, that the statement 
aforesaid was true, according to the best of their know- 
ledge and belief. 

Before me, 

JNO. M. FESSENDEN, Justice Peace. 
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To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, in session, January, 1 837. 

The undersigned, Directors of the Fall River Mill- road, 
Rail-road and Ferry Company, do hereby make their 
second annual [Report of their acts and doings* under 
the act of incorporation, and in conformity with the 
provisions of the Revised Statutes of this Common- 
wealth, requiring such reports. 

The depression in the price of rail-road stocks, and the 
great embarrassment in the " money market,*' induced a 
suspension of all operations, excepting some re-surveys 
and calculations, deemed necessary as preliminary meas- 
ures, to ascertain facts considered important to be known, 
previous to a final location and actual commencement of 
construction. 

These re-surveys and estimates have been progressing 
during the past season, under the superintendance and 
by the personal services of a civil engineer — Mr. S. B. 
Cushing, of Providence, R. I., and are nearly completed. 

The actual receipts into the treasury, from assessments 
upon the capital stock, have been 0522 00. The pay- 
ments from the treasury, by order of the directors, have 
been only 0l4tO 16. Considerable advances have been 
made by individual members of the corporation, to defray 
contingent expenses, in aid of the former survey and pre- 
sent re-survey and estimates, which have not been audit- 
ed. And there are some outstanding claims for incidental 
charges, incurred in forwarding the objects of the com- 

6 
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pany, that remain to be liquidated, which are almost ex- 
clusively due to members of the corporation. 

AH which is respectfully submitted. 

AND'W ROBESON, 
M. H. RUGGLES, 
HARVEY CHASE. 

January 19, 1837. 
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Bristol ss, Jan. IS, 1837. Then Micah H. Ruggles 
appeared, and made oath that the annexed statement was 
true, according to the best of his knowledge and belief; 
and Andrew Robeson and Harvej Chace each affirmed 
to the same thing. 

Before me, 

JAMES FORD, Justice of the Peace. 
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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representee 
^ tives of the Commontoealth of Massachusetts in Gene- 

ral Court assembled J in January, 1 837 : 

The Directors of the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road 
Company, submit the following Report. 

Under the authority of an act of the Legislature of 
Connecticut, passed in 1832, a company was organized, 
with a capital of one million of dollars for the purpose of 
constructing a rail-road from the city of Norwich through 
that state in a direction towards the city of Boston. 

To give effect to the object of opening a channel of 
communication through an important section of Connec- 
ticut to Boston, the Legislature of Massachusetts in 
1833 incorporated a company with a capital of four hun- 
dred thousand dollars, with authority to construct a rail- 
road from the termination of the Boston and Worcester 
Rail-road at Worcester to meet the road from Norwich 
at the dividing line between the two states. By a joint 
act of the Legislatures of both states, passed at their ses- 
sions in January and May last, the two companies were 
united, and now constitute one corporation. 

In presenting their first report to your honorable body, 
the directors ask leave to make some general statements 
F in regard to the important work committed to their 

charge. 

The route . selected for the road is from Norwich by 
the bank of the Shetucket river three miles to its junc- 
tion with the Quinebaug — thence by the bank of the Qui- 
nebaug civer through the towns of Lisbon, Griswold, 
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Plainfield, Brooklyn, Eillinglj and Thompson in Connec- 
ticut, and thence through Dudley, Webster and Oxford, 
in the valley of the French river, to the summit in Ward. 
At this point the route follows a branch of the Blackstone ^ 
river which empties at Worcester. "^ 

The very direct course of these streams, and the known 
favorable features of the country, have, from time to time, 
for years past, awakened public attention to the facility 
and importance of constructing a canal or rail-road from 
the waters of Long Island Sound at Norwich, to the ex- 
tensive and flourishing county of Worcester. Three sur- 
veys have been made of this region for different purposes. 
The first was in the year 1824, with the view of procur- 
ing the repeal of the laws of Connecticut in relation to 
the fisheries on these rivers, which prohibited the erec- 
tion of dams for manufacturing purposes, and of bringing 
into use this immense unemployed water power. This 
survey ascertained two facts :— 1 . That the county was 
in every respect favorable for the construction of a canal 
or rail-road — and 2. That there was an amount of water^ 
power on the Shetucket and Quinebaug rivers alone, suf* 
ficient to carry at least 500,000 spindles. 

The second of these isurveys was made by Col. James 
F. Baldwin, an engineer of experience and reputation, 
with great minuteness and care. By his report, it ap- 
pears that the average elevation from Norwich to the 
Massachusetts line was but 7 74-100 feet per mile, and no 
difficult elevations to overcome. A favorable charter was 
granted to a company for the construction of this canal, 
bat before any measures were adopted to avail themselves 
of these facilities, the superior advantages of rail-roadfd 
becaode known, and led the friends of the canal to prefer 
that mode of communication. 
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The third survey was made expressly for a rail-road. Id 
1832, by Capt Swift, of the U. S. Top, Engineers, by 
which the favorable results of the previous surveys are 
fully confirmed. 

In addition, however, to these surveys, the engineers 
of the company, during nearly two years past, have been 
constantly employed in the most minute and careful ex- 
amination of the country. Every proposed route or por- 
tion of a route has been^ surveyed, and the whole country 
in the vicinity so fully and accurately explored, that there 
is no doubt, that of quite a number of extremely eligible 
routes, the best one has been selected. By this route 
the whole length of the road from the depot of the Boston 
and Worcester Rail-road at Worcester, to the depot in 
Norwich, is 59 miles. The total elevation of the summit 
of the route in Ward is 552 feet above tide — distributed 
over a distance of 51^ miles. The descent from the 
summit to the valley of the Blackstone river, 94 feet in 
a distance of 6 35-100 miles, and the rise from thence 
to the termination at Worcester, 13 feet in a distance 
of 1 4-100 miles — ^giving an average inclination over the 
whole distance of only 11 feet per mile, and the maximum 
grade does not exceed twenty feet per mile— -while the 
curves are of a radius of from 3,000 to 12,000 feet — ex- 
cepting in the vicinity of Norwich, where, from the ab- 
rupt bends of the river, it was found that several curves 
of 1000 feet radius would be required. 

From all these surveys it was also ascertained, that the 
nature of the soil and the face of the country were highly 
favorable to the construction of a rail-road, and that the 
materials of woodt stone and gravel, were found to be 
abundant on the borders of the route. 
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Such ate the facilities furnished by the physical struc- 
ture of the country and by legislative enactments. 

To those conversant with the county, it is well known 
that this rail-road passes through a section populous, fer- 
tile and wealthy, and abounding in manufactures to as 
great an extent as any other portion of the Union. With 
a map of New England and the tables of population, any 
one can readily see the large and dense population of the 
country which will be accommodated — not less at the 
lowest estimate than 500,000. From the information 
collected with great care, under the direction of the sec- 
retary of the treasury, in 1832, it appears that there 
were then in the State of Connecticut cotton manufacto- 
ries, containing 141,051 spindles, of which, in the coun- 
ties of Windham and New London there were 106,229 — 
being more than three fourths of the entire cotton manu^ 
factures of Connecticut in these two counties, through 
the heart of which this rail-road passes — and the county 
of Worcester is no less distinguished for the magnitude 
and number of its cotton mills. 

In the year 1834, by a personal examination of a -part 
of the route between Worcester and Norwich, there were 
found within five miles of it, 75 cotton and 27 woollen 
mills, and extensive manufactories of iron, paper, &c. It 
was subsequently ascertained, that in this examination 
a number of mills were omitted, which with those since 
erected, would swell the number to 140. There were 
also found between Worcester and Norwich, and not in- 
cluding either place, 100 stores. 

In addition to manufacturing facilities, the resources 
of the counties of New London and Windham in mineral 
building materials are very great, and are stated by Pro- 
fessor Mather, of West Point, to be ^^ inexhaustible." A 
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▼erj accurate geological survey of these counties was 
made by him, and, in a letter on this subject, he remarks, 
that in Killingly, and within two miles of the line of our 
road, ^^ building and flagging stones of the very best qual- 
ity, and in any desired quantities, may be obtained. I 
think them decidedly better than the Bolton flagging 
stone, because they have a more even surface, and are 
harder, while they at the same time are as easily quarried 
and broken into the proper shape. The stone are very 
conveniently situated for quarrying, on the side of a hill — 
can be got of 10 and 15 feet square, if desired, and from 
2 to 6 inches or a foot in thickness. The surface of the 
stone is very smooth and flat, and will wear a long time. 
One of the quarries has been wrought to some extent. 
The stones were mostly transported to Providence ; some 
used there (in flagging the arcade), and some sent to oth- 
er places — but the expense of transporting them for more 
than twenty miles, over rough roads, must have been so 
great as to reduce the profits very much. Good brick 
earth is found in many places convenient to the rail-road 
route, and the demand for brick is such as to give some 
revenue to a rail-road." These statements are fully con- 
firmed by Professors Percival and Shepard, who have 
been recently employed in a geological survey of the 
state of Connecticut, under the authority of its Legisla- 
ture. 

We quote thus at length the opinion of Professor Ma- 
ther, both on account of the importance of this subject, 
and his high reputation as a geologist. The amount an- 
nually paid for the transportation of flagging stone, from 
the Bolton quarries, to which he refers, to Hartford, is 
not less than ten thousand dollars. And the transporta- 
tion of these stones has been considered an object of suf- 
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ficient importance, to lead to a survey of a route for a 
rail-road from Bolton to Hartford, and procuring a charter 
from the Legislature for its construction. 

.The allusion which is made to the supply of brick 
earth, is of no trifling importance, as the abundant supply 
of suitable earth for that article, immediately on the bor- 
ders of the rail-road route, cannot fail to be of great value 
to the rail-road as an article of transport, and to the 
towns on the route, which now obtain a large proportion 
of their brick from Hartford. The quantity of ship tim- 
ber, ship plank, and other kinds of timber, which are 
commonly brought to Norwich to be shipped to New 
York and other markets, is already very great, and the 
more extensive country opened by this rail-road, and the 
facility of transport furnished by it, would lead to a trans- 
portation of many thousand tons annually. It is well 
known, too, that anthracite coal is used to a very great 
extent by manufacturing establishments, situated at con- 
siderable distance from water carriage, on account of its 
greater safety from fire, and the diminished premium of 
insurance. There are thousands of tons of this article, 
now annually used by the different mills on the borderi^ 
of this route, and yet comparatively few are thus supplfed. 
That it would greatly increase and furnish profitable em- 
ployment for a rail-road, cannot be doubted. We might 
detail many other facts, showing the very great increase 
of transportation, arising from increased facilities, and 
there are doubtless many branches of business which we 
cannot now anticipate, which will be developed by a rail- 
road communication, and made available to its support. 

But in addition to the transportation from towns on the 
immediate borders of the route, we may safely and fairly 



K 



%L 



1837. SENATE— No. 48. 61 

anticipate a very large amount from other towns in Con- 
necticut) and in the county of Worcester. 

It is also very evident, that this is not an isolated road. 
Uniting as it w^ill w^ith the Boston and Worcester road, 
now in successful operation, and with the great Western 
Rail-road, that will soon be completed, very many advan- 
tages will be derived and imparted. The business of ev- 
ery road increases geometrically as it is extended, and rail* 
roads thus uniting are of very great mutual benefit. 

In regard to transportation of merchandize, &c. there 
is abundant reason to be satisfied that it will equal our 
highest anticipations, and, like all similar undertakings, 
greatly increase the business upon its line. 

In respect to passengers — we cannot profess, for it is 
impossible, to giv^ precise and particular statements as to 
the number with any attainable accuracy. But there are 
some known facts, and such considerations as will shew 
that there are very few routes in this country which pro- 
mise so abundant a support for passengers. 

1. The local travelling of xlus route, we may safely 
say, is not surpassed by any rail-road route, of the same 
extent, in this country. There is none more populous, 
than a belt of ten miles wide from Worcester to Norwich. 
In addition to this, there are no people in the world, more 
locomotive than the manufacturing population of New 
England. Experience has fully proved, that the local busi- 
ness of any long line of communication is its main source 
of income. It always exceeds the estimates made of it. 
On the New York CanaU from the time of its comple- 
tion to the year 1830, thirty-nine-fortieths of the receipts 
from freight and passengers, was for the local business^ 
that is, for persons and goods landed or taken on board at 
intermediate places between Albany and Buffalo. These 
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results surprise those who anticipated, as many did, that 
the main support would be from the immense countries 
bordering upon the great lakes. On th€ Hudson river, 
between Albany and New York, the number of passen- 
gers taken on board or landed at some intermediate places 
between the two cities, greatly exceeds the number pass- 
ing through the entire route. It is the regular, constant, 
continued support furnished from the borders of the route 
which does and always must support any long line of 
communication ; and this will be enjoyed by this rail-road 
in an eminent degree, and will itself furnish a most am- 
ple business. 

This road will furnish a most eligible route between 
Boston and New York. The distance from Boston to 
Worcester and thence to Norwich, is one hundred and 
two miles ; and thence by steam-boat one hundred and 
thirty miles to New York. Passengers may be carried 
by this route from Boston to New York in less than six- 
teen hours. They will pass through one of the richest 
and most beautiful sections of the country, within nearly 
the same time as by way of Providence, and it will un- 
doubtedly receive a liberal share of the direct travel be- 
tween the two cities. 

By means of the Western Rail-road to Albany, the 
immense trade of the Western States will be opened to 
New England, and the Norwich and Worcester road will 
afford the most direct and expeditious channel for the 
large amount of this trade to and from the populous 
country east of the Connecticut valley, which now takes 
other directions. 

The Congress of the U. States have granted liberal 
appropriations for the deepening the channel of the river 
Thames, in order to open a ship channel from Norwich 
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to Long Island Sound. Taken in connection with the 
Norwich and Worcester Rail-road, this has been regarded 
as one of those thoroughfares promising to be of great 
national convenience in time of peace, and of security in 
war. It may not be improper to remark that, during the 
late war with Great Britain, the squadron under command 
of Commodore Decatur, consisting of two frigates and a 
sloop of war, found shelter and protection from a superior 
force of the enemy in this river, and were enabled to as* 
cend within three miles of Norwich. The work of deep- 
ening this important arm of Long Island Sound, is com- 
mitted to Col. Totten, of the U. S. Top. Engineers, 
and tinder his direction, and very liberal appropriation, is 
now in progress, and will be completed as soon as, under , 
the most favorable circumstances, our rail-road can be in 
operation. In the mean time there is no difficulty in nav- 
igating with steam-boats of the first class. 

There is one feature of this route that is thought to be 
peculiar and greatly facilitating the transportation of heavy 
goods, viz. : that from the summit in Ward to tide water 
51^ miles, is either level or a gradual descent, in no case 
exceeding 20 feet in a mile. It will be seen that this 
adds greatly to its value inasmuch as the expenses of 
transportation will be less than on any other road in this 
quarter of the country. 

It vvill be thus seen, that for what is called local sup- 
port, the route of this road has already many and superior 
advantages, with the certain prospect that its mineral re- 
sources and unemployed water power will be brought 
into use, and thus greatly enhance the amount of trans- 
portation. From its location these cannot be diverted, 
and they have always been considered amply sufficient 
to induce the construction of the road. And as one 
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route from Boston to New York, will bear a comparisoa 
with any other in respect to time, safety and comfort. 
According to a report of the Long Island Rail-road Com* 
pany, the distance from Boston to Stonington is 88 miles. 
From Stonington to New York is only three miles less 
than from Norwich. So that, on the routes by the way 
of Providence and Stonington, the saving in distance of a 
few miles is too trifling to give any real advantage on 
that account. This route is mentioned from no feeling 
of hostility, but because many labor under wrong impres- 
sions as to the comparative distance. If one route or the 
other were to be selected, it would not be on account of 
the difierence of ten or even fifteen miles in a distance 
of more than two hundred miles, but other considera- 
tions, the accommodations on the route, the superior 
scenery of the country, &c. would be the operating mo- 
tives. 

Whatever advantages may be anticipated by the con- 
struction of the raiUroad on Long Island, as furnishing 
either the shortest or in any respect the most desirable 
route between Boston and New York, this road will 
share them as fully as any other. The report of the 
Long Island Rail-road Company, states the distance from 
Greenport, the termination of their road, to Stonington 
to be twenty-five miles, and from New London fifteen 
miles, Norwich is but thirteen miles from New Lon- 
don, consequently the distance from Norwich to Green- 
port is only twenty-eight miles. We sincerely hope that 
the road on Long Island will be speedily completed, not 
doubting that it will be of great public advantage and 
cannot fail to aid our enterprize. It has, however, seem- 
ed to us, that there might be also a rail-road as advan- 
tageously constructed to New York or Connecticut, as 
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upon the Long Island shore of the sound. We are not con- 
versant with the peculiar advantages of the Island route, 
but they certainly would |not supersede the propriety of 
constructing one on the Connecticut border of the Sound. 
By the report before referred to, it appears that the dis- 
tance from Greenport to Brooklyn is ninety-seven miles, 
making the whole distance to New York by that route 
one hundred and twenty-two miles. The distance from 
Norwich to New York by land does not exceed 130. 
The amount of local support received on the borders of 
this route would be immense as will be seen from the 
crowd of passengers in the steam-boats plying between 
New York and Norwalk, Bridgeport, New Haven, Hart- 
ford, New London and Norwich. The number of pas- 
sengers in these boats cannot be less than 300,000 annu- 
ally. By this route the inconveniences of two ferries 
would be avoided. The pai^sage would undoubtedly be 
more rapid on this continuous rail-road than by the Long 
Island route. The country on the borders of the sound 
is very favorable, the only impediment being a ferry of 
60 rods across the Connecticut river at Essex. 

With these general views of the nature and resources 
of the country through which the Norwich and Worcester 
Rail-road passes — the directors would proceed to state 
the progress made in its construction. 

The total estimated cost on the completion of the ex- 
perimental surveys was, for the graduation and masonry 
prepared for a single track, ;^457,462 — and for a double 
track, ;^599,901 — and laid with an edge rail, including 
all contingencies, the total expense for a single track, 
jSfl,073,119— and for a double tract, ;$fl,232,802. The 
graduation and masonry of the first division of the road ex- 
tending from Norwich to Jewetts City, a distance of nine 
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miles, embracing by far the most difficult and expensive 
parts of the route, was placed under contract in the winter 
of 1835, and this part of the work, with the exception of 
one and a quarter miles, is entirely completed and pre- 
pared for the rails. 

Another portion of the road, extending from Jewetts 
City to the Providence and Hartford Turnpike, in Kil- 
lingly, and constituting the second division, and embrac* 
ing a distance of sixteen miles, was placed under contract 
in the month of October last, and notwithstanding the 
short period that the contractors have been employed up- 
on it, from the energy with which it has been prosecuted 
and the favorable nature of the excavations, fully one 
third part of the graduation and masonry of this division 
is already finished. 

The experience which has been obtained on the por- 
tions of the road completed or now under contract, suffices 
to shew that the original estimates of the cost were based 
on liberal data. The only item that can affect the cost 
of the work to any considerable extent, is the great ad- 
vance which has taken place in the price of rail-road 
iron, which, with the rail contemplated, would add ;^180,- 
000 to the estimated cost. 

The part of the road now under contract, which com- 
prises the first twenty-five miles contiguous to Norwich, 
there is every reason to believe, may be* readily com- 
pleted and opened for use in the course of the next sum- 
mer, and as this part of the route, besides the travel by 
the stages from Worcester and Providence, which would 
naturally fall into this channel, passes in the vicinity of a 
large number of manufacturing establishments, the com- 
pletion of this part of the work would doubtless be a 
source of some return to the stockholders. 



I 
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The imfibrtaxit and unexpected features of the route 
which the extended surveys developed, that the total ele- 
vation could be readily overcome Mritfaout requiring a 
steeper inclination on any part than twenty feet per mile, 
adds greatly to its value in materially diminishing the ex- 
peases of transportation. Contracts for land have been 
obtained through the entire route, on the most amicable 
terms. More than three hundred contracts have Jbeen 
execute with the proprietors on the route of the road~- 
leaving but a very small portion for which releases have not 
been procured, and in relation to the very few yet remain* 
ing the necesi^ity of a resort to legal measures is not ap^ 
preh^ided, and the . directors are gratified to be able to 
report, that the most cordial and useful assistance has 
been almost universally rendered by the inhabitants along 
the whole route. 

The stock of the company in the State of Connecticut, 
;^1, 000,000, was at an early period subscribed, and three 
instalments, amounting to ^15 per share, have been paid. 
On the stock in the Massachusetts part of the road, no 
payments have been made, and the same, being 4000 
shares of jgllOO each, remains in the hands of the com- 
pany. 

By the acts of the two States uniting these corpora- 
tions, passed in January and May last, the accounts of the 
company are required to be audited and apportioned be- 
tween the two before being reported to the Legislature. 
One only of the commissioners has been appointed, and the 
time has not arrived when by law such a report is requir- 
ed to be made, but it will be submitted in detail as soon 
as they shall have acted upon them. 

They can, however, state that the expenditures of the 
8 
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company to the 1st of January, 1837, have been ;^165|- 
688 86. 

The contractors on the road are prosecuting tbe con- 
struction of it with great energy, and have now employed 
nearly 500 men. 

The directors have esteemed it due to the company 
which they represent, and to the Legislature to furnish 
them in detail a portion of the facts in relation to this 
road. During its progress no event has occurred to les- 
sen their confidence in the undertaking, but the more 
thorough their examinations into the nature of the work, 
and the sources of. its income, the more have they been 
convinced of its importance to the public and eventual 
profit. 

* 

All which is respectfully sabmitted. 
Boston, January 26th, 1 837. 



C. W. ROCKWELL, 
ASA CHILD, 
JOHN A. ROCKWELL, 
RUSSELL HUBBARD, 
JOHN BREED. 



Directors. 
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To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corpo- 
ration, do hereby make the Second Annual Report of 
their acts and doings, receipts and expenditures. 

Since the last annual report of the Directors to the Le- 
gislature, the capital stock of this corporation has been 
increased by the creation of the additional number of five 
hundred shares, in pursuance of the act passed on April 
16, 1836. In the latter part of the month of July last, 
a single track of the rail-road was completed throughout 
its entire extent, from Taunton to its junction with the 
Boston and Providence Rail-road, at Mansfield. The 
depots at each termination of the rail-road have also been 
finished. A portion of the fencing yet remains incomplete. 

In August last, the rail-road was opened for the trans- 
portation of passengers, and subsequently for the trans- 
portation of merchandize. A contract was entered into 
with the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation, 
by virtue of which, the passenger and merchandize cars 
of the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation were trans- 
ported between Mansfield and Boston, and Mansfield and 
Providence, by the locomotives of the former corporation. 
This contract expired on January 1 , 1 837. 

The receipts of the corporation, from the commence- 
ment of the work to January 1, 1837, have been as fol- 
lows: 

Original capital stock, ;^ 160,000 00 

New capital stock, 48,600 00 

Interest, 304 02 

Bills payable, 14,403 99 

Amoout recciiv«d of tb« resident engineer, 225 76} 
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Incpme from the transportation of passengers, 16,177 95 
Income from the transportation of merch. 2,866 52 



Total, ;^232,578 2^ 

The expenditures during the same period of time have 
been as follows : 

Incidental expenses and engineering, ;^2,664 61 
Location and survey account, 696 91 
Graduation account, 82,271 99 
Land and damages, 17,692 95^ 
Iron rails, plates, sleepers, &c. 75,397 19 
Salaries, 5,750 00 
Depots, engine-house, &c. 16,730 87 
Cars and engine, 15,473 67 
Expenses of transportation, 3,999 83 
Amount paid the Boston and Providence 
Rail-road Corporation, for their propor- 
tion of the income, 8,821 1 8 
Balance in the hands of the treasurer and 

of the agent, - 3,079 04 



Total, ;gf232,678 24^ 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

THOS. B. WALES, 1 
J. K. MILLS, 
JNO. ¥. LORING, 
GEO. W. PRATT, 

Boston^ Jan. 16, 1837. 



Directors. 



Suffolk, ss. — January 16, 1837. Then personally 
appeared the above named Thomas B. Wales, John K 
Loring, J. K. Mills, and G. W. Pratt, and made oath 
that this report was true, according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. Before me, 

ED W. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace. 
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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Represent 
iaiives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

In compliance with the provisions of law, the Directors 
of the Western Rail-road Corporation present this their 
First Annual Report to the Legislature. 

By their act of incorporation, passed March 15th, 
1833, their capital stock was authorized to consist of not 
less than one nor more than two millions of dollars. After 
persevering efforts in various parts of this State, and in 
the State of New Ifork, the sum of two millions of dol- 
lars was subscribed by over 220U individuals, and the 
corporation was duly organized on January 4th, 1836, by 
the choice of Thomas B, Wales, William Lawrence, 
Edmund Dwight, Henry Rice, John Henshaw, Francis 
Jackson, Josiah Quiocy, Jr., Justice Willard and George 
Bliss as directors. 

The directors then made choice of Thomas B. Wales 
as president, Josiah Quincy, Jr. as treasurer, and Ellis 
Gray Loring as dork, and subsequently appointed Major 
William Gibbs McNeill, chief engineer, Capt. William 
H. Swift, resident engineer, and George Bliss, agent. 

The same organization was continued at and after the 
annual meeting in June last, with the exception that 
Messrs. Lawrence, Rice and Willard gave place in the 
direction to Messrs. Ilsaac C. Bates, William Jackson, 
and Robert Rantoul, Jr., who were chosen by the Legis- 
latere^ under the law of 1 SSG, authorizing a subscriptioa 

9 
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by the Commonwealth for 10,000 shares of the stock of 
the corporation. ^ 

The engineers were instructed " to cause the line be- 
tween Worcester and Springfield to be examined and 
surveyed, and to report the results to the board as soon 
as convenient.'' Early in April last they commenced 
that service, and the surveys have been conducted under 
the personal direction of the resident engineer. The por* 
tion of the line between Worcester and Brookfield, being 
about 20 miles, and embracing the summit in Charlton 
and Spencer, has been found to concentrate the greatest 
points of difficulty between Worcester and the Connecticut 
river ; and it was soon apparent that in that division much 
more extended surveys were necessary than had been an- 
ticipated by the directors or the engineers. Several in- 
dependent lines were run entirely through this division, 
and extending into these, very numerous cross lines were 
surveyed. Indeed, the whole country for several miles 
broad, with all its passes and ravines was most thoroughly 
examined by minute and careful surveys. These resulted 
in a recommendation, by the engineers, of a route passing 
from the village of Worcester, south of New Worcester, 
through the most northerly part of Ward, the village of 
Clapp-ville, the north part of Charlton and the south part 
of Spencer, to the five-mile river, near the East Brook- 
field furnace. 

After personal examinations by the directors, this route 
was approved by them with great unanimity, and under 
their order it has been definitely located, and the whole 
distance of 19J miles put under contract for gradijig, up- 
on terms as favorable as were anticipated under the esti- 
mates of the engineers. Under the care of very efficient 
contractors^ the grading ha^ been commenced upon oearly 
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all the sections of this division ; and the directors have 
entire conficJence that the work will be prosecuted as 
vigorously as the character of it will admit. 

An attempt was made to fmd a more direct and shorter 
route from Worcester to Brookfiejd, by a survey passing 
north of New Worcester, and near the Henshaw Pond, a 
little south of the village of Leicester, and over Grout's 
Summit, in Spencer, to Brookfield. But it was ascer- 
tained that no line feasibly direct could be there found 
without grades of from 80 to 110 feet for the distance of 
about si.v miles ; and that route was abandoned. 

The attention of the board and of the engineers was 
also directed to an entirely northern route, passing from 
Worcester through Rutland and the south part of Barre, 
and thence following the Ware and Chickopee rivers to 
Springfield. 

It is well known that the ridge dividing the waters 
running eastward from those of the Connecticut, extends 
uninterruptedly from north to south nearly or quite across 
the State. In the summer of 1835, surveys were made 
along the summit of this ridge, from Boston, through 
Leicester and Spencer, to the centre of Charlton, and 
direct surveys \fere made from Worcester, across that 
ridge at two points farther north, in the town of Rutland. 
These disclosed the fact, that the depressions in the ridge 
were generally lower toward the south than at the north. 
Those in Rutland being 608 and 533, and those in Spen- 
cer and Charlton 444, 450 and 463 feet severally above 
the Boston and Worcester Rail-road at Worcester. The 
route by Rutland, Barre and the Ware river would, 
therefore, pass a summit from about 115 to 140 feet 
higher than the selected one through Charlton, and it 
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was ascertained that the distance would be more thaji 
nine miles farther than by the adopted line. 

The line from East Brookfield to Stony Hill, in the 
westerly part of Wilbraham, being about 27 miles, has 
also been carefully surveyed. The definite location hav- 
ing been ordered is now in progress, and will be com- 
pleted in a few days. It pursues the general course of 
the valley of Chickopee river, the surface of the country 
admitting of little or no variation from it. This portion 
of the road will be ready for grading on the opening of 
the spring, when, it is believed, the contracts may be made 
on more favorable terms than during the past year, or at 
the present time. 

Minute and careful surveys have also been made upon 
four diflferent routes, from Stoney Hill to the Connecticut 
river, about seven or eight miles, and for a sufficient dis- 
tance westward of the river, to ascertain the most favora- 
ble place for crossing it. These surveys with the ei^timates 
upon them are now before the board, and the route to the 
river will be selected and definitely located, as soon as 
the results of some further investigations, which have 
been ordered, shall be submitted to them. 

The distance from the freight depot of the Boston 
Company at Worcester, to the Connecticut is about 64J 
miles. And such is the character of the route westward 
of East Brookfield, that it may easily be graded before 
the eastern division can be prepared for the rails. 

Two separate surveys were made through the village 
of Palmer with a view to avoid the circuit by the Chick- 
opee river at that point, and obtain a shorter route. This 
line was nearly two miles shorter than the one adopted, 
but it passed over an additional summit of 367 feet above 
the river at Sedgwick'Si and was found not to be reason- 
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ably practicable i/rithout a resort to stationary power. 
There is now between Worcester and the Connecticut 
river no grade exceeding fifty feet per mile, and the en- 
tire line is free from short curves. A route might have 
been selected with no grade exceeding 42 feet per mile, 
but the distance would have been much increased, and 
the line less direct. And considering the present im* 
provements in Locomotive engines, and their power to 
surmount higher grades than those formerly in use, the 
directors feel assured, that they have consulted the per- 
manent interests of the corporation, and the convenience 
of the public by the selection of the route now adopted, 
so far as it is decided upon. 

No decision has yet been made respecting the depot 
upon any part of the route with the exception of the loca- 
tion of the depot at Worcester near the Merchandize de- 
pot of the Boston and Worcester Company. But the 
subject of depots along the line will receive attention in 
due season, and probably within the present or early the 
next year. And they will be located at points which will 
best accommodate the business of the community, and ad- 
vance the interests of the corporation. 

While these operations have been in progress east of 
the Connecticut, the directors have not been unmindful 
of forwarding the work westward of that river ; and early 
the last summer the engineers were ^* instructed to cause 
such examinations and surveys to be made of the various 
routes for the road westward of Connecticut river as 
would enable them to report to the board their opinion 
of the best route for the location of that part of the road 
as soon as practicable." These surveys were commenc- 
ed on the last week in June, and, from that time till near 
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the first of December, three parties of engineers were in 
the field in the prosecution of them. 

The attention of the engineers and of the directors has 
been called to two general routes west of the river. The 
northern one passes up the Westfield great river to Ches* 
ter ; thence following up the west branch of that river to 
the summit ridge between the waters of the Connecticut 
and Housatonic, in Washington ; thence through Hinsdale^ 
Dalton, Pittsfield and Richmond to the State line in 
West Stockbridge. This route was surveyed by James 
F. Baldwin, in 1828, under the direction of the State, and 
it has been more minutely re-surveyed by this company. 

The southern route passes from the West part of West- 
field, through Otis, Lee and Stockbridge to the State line 
in West Stockbridge. A portion of the western part only 
of this route was surveyed by Mr. Baldwin. In this gen- 
eral direction a great variety of lines have been surveyed, 
as well as very many cross ones running into the main 
lines in almost all directions. These surveys have spread 
over the highlands, between the Connecticut and Housa- 
tonicvallies, for the space of more than fifteen miles broad, 
and embracing every ravine or depression from Walker's 
Brook, on the turnpike from Chester to Stockbridge, very 
nearly to the south line of the State. The distance from 
the Westfield valley, by the shortest surveyed line to the 
western boundary of the state is about fifty miles, and the 
engineers have caused surveys within that district the 
past season amounting to about 204 miles, 

Other surveys have been had west of the river, 

to the extent of 210 '* 

Making a total of surveys west of the river, 414 " 
Add surveys east of the river the past year, 280 " 

Total surveys since April last, 694 " 
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This jfield work) so far as it has yet been ordered west- 
ward of the river, has but just been completed, and the maps, 
profiles and estimates of the various lines are now in pro- 
gress, and will be finished in a few weeks. These alone 
will justify any decisive opinion upon the merits of either 
route. And, indeed, an inspection of these may shew that 
still farther examinations are advisable before any definite 
direction is given for the location of the road. In that 
event, such additional survevs will be forthwith ordered. 

Sufficient information is, however, already developed 
to sh^w, that a route may be obtained west as well as 
east of the river, practically feasible for locomotive power. 
And the directors see no reason to doubt that the route 
may be determined upon sufficiently early to be defi- 
nitely located, and a portion or the whole of it put under 
contract for grading, and the grading commenced the 
present year, as the interests of the stockholders may 
recommend. 

The whole distance from the Connecticut to the State 
line will not exceed 62| miles, and it is hoped may be 
somewhat within it, making the entire length of the road 
not to exceed 117 miles. 

Two assessments, of five per cent, each, were laid 
upon the stock in the early part of the last year, amount* 
ing upon 30,000 shares to ;^300,000, the whole of which 
has been paid in, both by the Commonwealth and private 
stockholders ; and the money has been deposited on in- 
terest, as received, in seven dilfTerent banks in various 
parts of the State, in proportion to the amount paid in 
the several sections. 

A third instalment of ;^5 per share was payable on tb« 
16th day of January instant, and a fourth one of the same 
amount will fall due on the 1 7th day of April next. 



72 WESTERN RAIL-ROAD COR. Feb 

The receipts and expenditures of the corporation up to 
the 14th day of January instant, are stated as follows by 
the treasurer, viz : 

1 • Receipts. 
Amount of first and second assessments, 300,000 00 

Interest received, 2,899 77 



jjf302,899 77 



2. Expenditures. 
Amount paid for incidental expenses, 9,757 97 
" " engineer department, in- 
cluding surveys, 30,319 36 
Amount paid for land damages, 220 00 
Balance cash on hand Jan. 14th, 1837, 262,602 44 



;gf302,899 77 

Thus far the directors have accomplished every thing 
which they had prescribed for themselves at the com- 
mencement of the year. The line has been surveyed 
from Worcester to the Connecticut river, and located 
nearly to that point, and about 20 miles of it put under 
contract, arid is in process of grading. All the ex- 
perimental surveys originally deemed necessary, west of 
the river, have been completed, and, indeed, they have 
been extended to double the distances at first desif^ned. 
And the assessments have been collected with a prompt- 
ness which is creditable to the stockholders. 

The directors will only add, that the results of the past 
years' operations, as thus delineated, have been most sat- 
isfactory, and afford to them and to the stockholders abun- 
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dant cause for congratulation in the prospect of future 
success. 

Respectfully submitted. 

THOMAS B. WALES, 
EDMUND DWIGHT, 
JOHN HENSHAW, . „. , 

FRANCIS JACKSON, ^JJ^rectors. 



JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr. 
ROBERT RANTOUL 



, Jr.J 



Boston, Jan. 27, 1837. 



Suffolk ss. Jancart 27, 1837. 



Sworn to, 



Before me. 



ELLIS GRAY LORING, 

Justice of the Peace. 
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ormnifMiitmatif or jllifini«(|ti0e«iDi. 



In Senate, Feb. 8, 1838. 

Tlie Joint Committee on Railways and Caoato, to when wei« conip 
mitted the Annual reports of the Boetoa and Lowell, the Bbatoh and 

Worcester, the Boston and Providence, the Norwich and Worcester, 
the Eastern, the Nashua and Lowell, the Andover and Haverhill, the 
Taunton Branch, the Seekonk Branch, and the Charlestown Branch 
Rail-road Corporations, report that the same be printed for the use of 
the Legislature. 

0. HUDSON. ' 

In Senate, Feb. 8, 1838. 
Read and accepted. 

Sent down for concurrepc^, . 

CHA'S CALHOUN,, C^Ar, . 



House of Representatives, Feb. 9, 1898. 

Concurred. 

L. S. CUSHING, Ckrk. 



e<1ll1IIOIll»f«U|| 0( Jli«00«C||1ltfftt0« 



In Senate, Feb. 8, 1838. 

The Special Joint Committee, to whom was referred the Second 
Annual Report of the Western Rail-road Corporation, report, that it 
be printed with the other annual reports of the rail-road corporations. 

C. HUDSON. 



In Senate, Feb. 8, 1838. 
Read and accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence, 

CHA'S CALHOUN, Ckrh 



House of Representatives, Feb. 9, 1838. 

Concurred, 

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk. 
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



AN DOVER AND HAVERHILL 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION, 



To the Honorable Legislature of the ConunontoeaUh af Masiochusetts: 

The Directors of the Andover and Haverhill Rail-road Corporation, 
do hereby make their Third Annual Report of their acts and doings, 
receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation. 

By an act of the Legislature of the fifth of April last, the name of 
this corporation was changed from that of the Andover and Wilming" 
ton, to that of the Andover and Haverhill Rail-road Corporation. 

Since the last annual report, the second division of the road has been 
completed to the bank of Merrimao river, in Bradford, opposite to 
Haverhill, and within about three thousand feet of Haverhill bridge, 
being nearly nine miles in length. This part of the road was opened 
for use in October last. 

At the termination of the road in Bradford, a car-house, ticket- 
office, engine-house, &c., have been erected. These buildings have 
been made with the view of removing them, when the road shall be 
extended over the river to Haverhill. 

By the act of April last, this corporation were empowered to extend 
their road to the line of the State of New Hampshire, for the purpose 
of connecting it with the Boston and Maine Rail-road, by either of 
three different routes. The first of these routes crosses the river near 
the present termination of the road. 

In con6e<|uence of the depression of the price of rail-road stocks, 
u»d the embarrassment of the money market, the directors of the Boi»» 
t^9ft fAi .Mfuo« iUitroad Coipoittiioa^weraiuiaUft to obtain aJsuffieiMit 
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subscription to their stock, to justify the commencemeDt of the work 
of that road the last year. But it is now understood, that the balance 
of the stock is about to be taken by individuals interested in the open- 
ing of this road. 

It will probably be deemed necessary to commence a bridge oyer 
the Merrimac river, at the opening of the spring, so that the remainder 
of this road, extending from the present depot in Bradford, to the line 
of the State of New Hampshire, may be completed as soon as any part 
of the Boston and Maine Rail-road shall be opened for use. 

The superstructure of the road, completed the last year between 
Andover and Haverhill, is similar to that of the first section. The 
T rail is, however, heavier, weighing ninety-one tons to the mile. 

This part of the road is better made in some particulars. The road- 
bed is wider ; the side ditches are deeper. The cuts are, in general, 
well secured with bank walls. Longitudinal sills have, also, been 
placed in a great part of this section of the road. 

Considerable improvements have been made the last summer, on all 
difficult parts in the first section of the road, by widening the road-bed, 
deepening the side ditches, and putting in bank walls. 

A dwelling-house has been erected the last year, at the junction of 
this and the Boston and Lowell Rail-road, principally for the accom- 
modation of travellers, passing to and from Lowell. 

One locomotive engine has been purchased the last autumn, and two 
passenger cars have- been built at the depot in Andover. These cars 
are, in all respects, as valuable as those purchased, and the cost, to the 
corporation, is ten per cent. less. 

The passenger cars, drawn by locomotive engines, have been run- 
ning regularly the last year, making the same number of trips each 
way that have been made on the Lowell road, and in connection with 
their trains over that road, — ^three trips each way daily, (Sundays ex- 
cepted,) in the summer, and two each way in the winter. 

Two or three trips only have been lost during the last year ; no im- 
portant accident has happened to the engines or cars, and no passenger 
has been injured from that source during the year. 

The freight trains have generally made three trips per week, and 
more when the quantity of merchandize required it. 

On the first day of January, instant, it appears, from the books and 
accounts of the treasurer, that the total amount of capitij paid in was, 
from assessments on the stock, two hundred thirty*three thousand four 
hundred fifty«fiTe dollars and nine cents; frometate scrip and premium 
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on the same, fifly-one thousand two hundred and seventy-five dollars ; 
sundry loans, sixty-nine thousand six hundred eighty-two dollars and 
forty cents ; passenger and merchandize trains, forty-five thousand 
seventy-four dollars and forty-five cents. 

The total amount of receipts from the date of our last report to Jan- 
uary first, is one hundred eighty-five thousand three hundred thirty-four 
dollars and eighteen cents, to wit: from assessments, seventy-three 
thousand two hundred nineteen dollars and ninety-one cents ; transpor- 
tation of passengers, for one year, twenty-eight thousand sixty-one dol- 
lars and seventy-four cents ; do. of merchandize, for same time, seven 
thousand one hundred seventy-four dollars and ninety-eight cents; 
state scrip and premium, fifly-one thousand two hundred and seventy- 
five dollars ; loans, twenty-five thousand six hundred two dollars and 
fifty-five cents. 

The total amount of expenditures firom the date of our last report to 
January first, is one hundred eighty-three thousand one hundred fifty- 
six dollars and fifty-seven cents — of which is charged to repairs of road, 
three thousand one hundred ninety-five dollars and forty-five cents ; to 
repairs of engines and cars, estimated at sixteen hundred dollars ; ma- 
sonry and grading, thirty thousand eighty-two dollars and thirty-eight 
cents ; iron rails, spikes and chairs, fifty-six thousand four hundred one 
dollars and eighty-five cents ; and the balance for damages to land, lay- 
ing rails, sleepers and timber, depot buildings, engineering, and other 
incidental and miscellaneous expenses. 



All which is respectfully submitted. 



HOBART CLARK, 
AMOS ABBOTT, 

J. H. DUNCAN, 
ALFRED KITTREDGE. 



Andwef, Janmary 30, 1838. 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Essex ss. January 30, 1838. 

Then Hobart Clark, Amos Abbott, James H. Duncan, and Alfred 
Kittredge appeared and severally made oath that the statement afore- 
said was true, according to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

SAMUEL MERRILL, Justice of the Peace, 



SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



BOSTON AND LOWELL 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, 

The Directors of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation do 
hereby make their Sixth Annual Report of their acts and doings, re- 
ceipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation. 

The total amount of capital paid in, one and a half mil- 
lion of dollars, .... $1,500,00000 



The amount expended the past year, exclusive of amount 

spent and charged to the cost of the road, is. 
For repairs on the road, including extra for 

removing snow, &c., . . 14,056 89 

" repairs on engines and cars, including 

«3216 60 for oil, , . 19,849 47 

*' superintendence, office expenses, tax- 
es, &c., .... 8,363 12 
'^ labor of engine and car men, . 8,203 23 
" labor attending to merchandize and 

passengers, . . . 10,857 73 

" labor of watchmen, switch and gate 

tenders, .... 6,000 13 

" fuel used, 2021 cords wood, . . 11,177 60 



78,508 17 



« 



ce 
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The amount receiyed the past year, exclusive of iron and 
other materials sold, which were charged to the road 
and are credited to that account, is. 
For transporting, between Boston and Low- 
ell, passengers, « 101,861 05 
transporting, between Boston and Low- 
ell, merchandize, . . 62,649 35 
transporting, between Boston and Low- 
ell, U. S. MaU, . 416 67 
" balance diie frQ09 the Andover and Ha- 
yerhill Rail-road Corporation, for trans- 
porting for them on our road, from 
Aug. 6, 1836, to date, viz. : 
For passengers, 15,782 13 
'< merchandize, 3,806 81 

— 19,588 94 

Less amount received previ- 
ously to Nov. 1836, . 3,745 97 

15,842 97 

$180,770 04 

I II! J. I IH. t 

The amount divided during the past year is 60,000 dollars, equal to 
4 per cent on the capital. Although their road is opened for use, it is 
not yet completed, — ^the second track not being as yet finished. 

The directors have deemed it proper, in conformity with the provis- 
ions contained in an act passed April 19, 1837, concerning rail-road 
corporations, to make a further report. 

The total amount of capital paid in as above, $1,500,000 00 

The amount expended in constructing their road, viz. : 

For land damages and fencing, . 74,404 86 

materials and labor in making the road, 710,605 21 
rail iron, 3852 tons 8 cwt., about 46 
miles, .... 225,542 42 

bridges and culverts, . 196,831 58 

superintendence, surveying and gen- 
eral expense, . 77,178 24 

Interest, paid more than received, . 30,628 66 

1,315,190 97 



ec 
te 
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The aeeomits of expenditures lure so intwmiised, that it }» diffieuH to 
make an exact division of them, but aocordin^to our best judgmoi^i 
the amount may be divided as follows : 

For cost of land, bridges, and preparing 
the road for two tracks of rails, and 
laying one track complete, . 1,080,433 99 

" laying the second track, complete 
111-3 miles^ and of iron for 6 lailea 
more, .... 216,244 21 

*' laying tracks to the several facto- 
ries in Lowell, all finished, ex- 
cept to the Boott Mills, . . 18,612 78 

«1,315,190 97 

The amount expended for engines and cars, viz. : 
For 6 engines, 29 passenger, 3 baggage, and 99 mer- 
chandize cars, . « . . 111,037 02 



The amount expended for depots, car-houses and other 
buildings, including cost of aqueduct (8640 15) for 
supplying water, in Cambridge, . . . 82,166 76 

The three last sums amounting to 91,506,394 75, give the whole 
expenditure or cost of the road and appurtenances to this date, being 
$8394 75 more than the capital stock. 

The amount of debts due from the corporation is, . 37,393 32 

The balance of profits on hand, from which a dividend of 
3 per cent, or 45,000 dollars is declared, and will be 
paid on the first of January next, . 102,589 09 



■^BP» 



f 139,982 41 

The oorporatioi} have on hand,--r 
Land purchased, (as stated in former re^ 

ports,) charged at, . . 151,684 22 

Cieh, balance on band, . . 29,997 27 

Debts due to the corporation, . * 49,906 17 

131,587 66 

Balance, .... 8,394 75 
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It is believed that the land, on hand for sale, will produce more than 
the cost, at least sufficient to pay this balance. 

The length of the road is 25 3-4 miles, 59 7-10 feet. 
The number of planes on the road with their inclination, in feet per 
mile, viz. : 

8 levels length, ..... 18,443 feet. 
1 inclined plane 22 6-10 feet per mile length, 1,260 " 

1 ** " 30 46-100 " " " . 1,469 " 

17 " " viz. : 7 of 10 feet, 1 of 8 24^100 

feet, 1 of 7 5-10 feet, 3 of 7 feet, 1 of 4 5-10 feet, 
3 of 4 feet, 1 of 2 6-10 feet per mile. . 114,847 



Whole length of road, 136,019 

There is one curve within the depot yard at Lowell, of which the 
radius is only 1200 feet ; one curve in Medford of 2800 feet radius — 
all the rest are 3000 feet and upwards. The curve with the longest 
radius is in Wilmington, and is 8000 feet. There are about 18 3-8 
miles of a straight line, and 7 5-16 of curved line on the whole road. 

" Average width of the gradeJ^ The embankments are generally 
graded to a width of twenty-four feet on the top ; some are wider, but 
none are narrower than this. The cuttings are generally graded to a 
width of 26 to 30 feet, but many of the deep cuts are made much wider 
to give room to run off the water and to remove the snow. 

" Manner in which the rails are supported." The foundation for the 
first track of rails, is laid with dry stone walls on trenches from 2 
1-2 to 4 feet deep, and about eighteen inches thick. The rails 
are laid, part on stone blocks, part on stone blocks and sleepers, and a 
small part on stone blocks and wooden sleepers, all of which are sup- 
ported on the trench walls above described. The stone blocks are 
three to four cubic feet each. The stone sleepers are seven feet long 
and average eight by ten inches square. The wooden sleepers of ches- 
nut and white cedar are seven feet long, seven to eight inched diameter. 
This track is mostly laid with rails of the fish belly pattern, and is set 
on chairs \vhich are fastened on to the blocks and sleepers above de- 
scribed. The second track is laid for about three miles in the same 
manner as the first one is ; the remainder 8 1-3 miles is laid mostly on 
stone sleepers, (some few blocks intervening,) which are supported on 
a bed of clean gravel 7 1-2 feet wide and 2 1-2 to 3 feet deep. 

The corporation had purchased and received from England, enough 
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rail-iron to lay the second track complete ; but not having sufficient 
capital for this purpose, were compelled to sell a portion of it, which 
they were fortunately able to do without loss. 

Should the Legislature, in their wisdom, be pleased to grant permis- 
sion to the corporation to increase their capital stock, it may be con- 
sidered expedient to finish the second track, so that the public may be 
better accommodated in using the road with more safety — as by having 
two tracks, and using one for the upward and the other for the down- 
ward train, we are secure from accidents happening from the meeting 
of trains moving in opposite directions, which cannot always be avoid- 
ed on a rail-road with only one track of rail-way. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Boston, November 30, 1837 — being the time to which the accounts 
were made up. Signed January 3, 1838. 

JOSEPH TILDEN, 
P. T. JACKSON, 
WM. APPLETON, 
JOHN BRYANT, 
GEO. W. LYMAN. 

Directors Boston and Lowell RcdUroad Corporation, 



Suffolk ss. Boston, January 3, 1838. 

Then personally appeared the above named Joseph Tilden, Patrick 
T. Jackson, William Appleton, John Bryant, and George W. Lyman, 
Esquires, and made oath to the truth of the foregoing statement by them 
severally subscribed, before me, 

HENRY CLARK, Just. Peace. 



SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 



or THE 



BOSTON AND PROVIDENCE 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation 
do hereby respectfully make their Sixth Annual Report of their acts 
and doings, receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorpo- 
ration. 

- During the past year, the corporation have incurred a considerable 
expc^nse in improving the construction of the road, by fencing the sides, 
sinking trenches to prevent cattle from passing upon the road from the 
highways, making culverts, securing the sides of the deep cuts in va- 
rious places by stone walls, and widening and strengthening several 
bridges, where they were insecure, or where the passage of the water 
was obstructed. 

The directors have also established various rules and regulations, 
prescribing minutely the duties of the several officers of the company, 
and the mode in which the road is to be used, • including the form of 
cars and carriages, the construction of wheels, the weight of loads, 
and such other matters in relation to the use of the road as were con- 
sidered by the directors tO' be essential to the public security and 
accommodation. By one of these regulations it is provided, that the 
corporation will furnish locomotive engines, with skilful engineers and 
all proper apparatus for the moving of cars and carriages, with passen- 
gers and goods, over the road at all reasonable times, and that no other 
locomotives should be used on the road than those belonging to the 
Corporation. 

3 



18 BOSTON AND PROVIDENCE RAIL-ROAD. Feb. 

The directors have settled a great number of claims for land and 
damages during the past year, including claims for injuries arising from 
the unfortunate collision which occurred in the year preceding. They 
have made a definite agreement with the rail-road company in Rhode 
Island, in respect to the quantity of land to be appropriated for the use 
of the road within the limits of that State, and have liquidated with 
that company the amount which they are entitled to claim in the form 
of rent for the use of that part 6f the road, together with the bridge 
and depot in Rhode Island. 

The directors, paiisuaat to the authority given them bjr the act of 
the Legislature of April 16th, 1836, voted, that an apportionment of 
eight per cent., on the amount of the capital stock of sixteen hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, should be made in the form of new shares 
among the stockholders, upon their agreeing to take and pay for the 
same. Had this amount been taken, it would have added to the num- 
ber of shares thirteen hundred and twenty, and to the capital stock 
€me hundred and thirty-two thousand dollars. But, in consequence of 
the embarrassments of tra4e| which have existed during the past year, 
only three hundred and thirtyHnioe oi the «h«jres were taken* 

The Receipts of the company, during the past year, have been as 
follows : -^ 

Cash received for transportation of passengers, . $193,469 81 

for trahsportation of merchandize, . 55,727 05 

for rents, .... 1,686 80 



(( (t 



'250,883 66 
" " from stockholders, for new shares taken, 33,900 00 



lAiha 



9284,783 66 

The Expenditures of the company^ the paet year, have been as 
follows: — 

IBW r^Mti of »^d> . . . $11,797^ 

^« ii^aim bf c^s and ehgitilBis 29,704 48 

^' ftiiire(^im^u6 e!itf>eiiseB, eiccltiMve df 

tildt^ telntittg Id th6 ^otiflVructi^b of th^ 

iMd Mdtr m«ti^il«d, . . 114,7S7 5i8 

tl56,238 90 



■•M*ll.AhMM*M* 
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In these eqpensMi are iacloded variouB savas paid on account f>f 
daims existing against the eopipany in 1836^ but not then liquidated. 
Had these been settled in that year^ the amount of expenses the past 
year would have been considerably leas than in the year preceding. 

The company hare divided amoog the stoekholders^ during the paal 
year, the sum of one hundred and thirty-two thousand dollars, consist 
ing of two dividends of four per cent, each on the amount of the eapi* 
tal stock. 

The directors also make the foUowtng stat^nent^ in eonforroity to 
the provision c(»itained in the act of the Legislature, passed on the 
19th of April, 1837 ; though they are not certain that this provision 
was intended to apply to roads, which had been opened for use prior 
to the passing of the act. 

The total amount of capital paid in, is . . $1,683,900 00 

The amount expended in constructing the 
road, including the Dedham branch, is 1,417,607 08 

The amount expended for cars and en- 
gines, is . . 141,237 93 

Th^ amount expended for depots, car- 
houses, and other buildings, is . . 63,696 24 

The amount of all other miscellaneous ex- 
penses, connected with the formation 
and completion of the road, is . . 113,169 24 

Total, $1,735,710 49 



The length of the main road is 217,400 feet, or 41 /i miles; and of 
the Dedham branch, 11,800 feet, or about 2i miles. 

The number of planes on the main road is 47, — ^22 of which are 
level, and 25 inclined, the inclination of which per mile is as follows : 

1 of 4 1-2 feet, 1 of 5 feet, 1 of 6 feet, 2 of 8 feet, 2 of 9 feet, 2 of 10 
feet, 2 of 12 feet, 1 of 13 feet, 3 of 14 feet, 1 of 15 feet, 1 of 16 feet, 

2 of 17 feet, 3 of 20 feet, 1 of 25 feet, 1 of 37 1-2 feet, and 1 of 42 1-2 
feet. There are 3 planes on the Dedham branch, one of which is 
27 ^ feet inclination per mile ; the second is level, and the third is 33 
feet per mile. 

The average width of the grade of the main road is 26 feet, and of 
the said branch, 15 feet. 

The rails on the main road are edge rails of the T pattern, and are 
supported on white cedar sleepers, laid three feet apart from centre to 
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centre. The greatest part of them are laid directly upon the earth ; 
in some few cases on longitudinal sills, and, in a few cases, on walls 
built of small stone. 

The rails on the said branch are plate rails, fastened to wooden sills 
of southern pine, six inches square, the whole being supported on white 
cedar sleepers, laid three feet apart from centre to centre, and placed 
directly upon the earth. 

The greatest curvature on the main road is at the southern termina- 
tion, and is 900 feet radius. The other curves are, in general, about 
6000 feet radius. The greatest curvature on the said branch, is 818 
feet radius. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JOSEPH W. REVERE, 
JNO. F. LORING, 
BENJ. R. NICHOLS, 
JOSIAH aUINCY, Jr., 

Directors of Boston and Providence JR. R, Corp. 



Suffolk, ss. January 26, 1838. 

Sworn to, before me, 

ELLIS GRAY LORING, 

Justiu of the Peace, 



SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



BOSTON AND WORCESTER 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable Sentxte and House of Representaiives of the Con^ 

monwealth of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road respectfcilly 

REPORT, 

That, since the date of their last annual report, they have completed 
the hranch rail-road, leading from the main road, in Grafton, to a cen- 
tral part of the town of Millbury, a distance of a little more than three 
miles, and have opened it for daily use. The cost of said branch rail- 
road was forty-one thousand and sixteen dollars and sixty-five cents. 

They have also, during the past year, completed their engine-house 
and machine shop, in the South Cove, in Boston, designed for the 
storage and repair of their locomotive engines and cars, and have 
nearly completed the store-houses in said cove, designed for the recep- 
tion and storage of merchandize, transported on the rail-road. 

The following statement exhibits a correct view of the finances of 
the corporation, in the particulars required by law to be given in the 
annual report, viz : — 

Amount of stock paid in, to January 1, 1838, $1,518,825 00 

Amount of current expenses from January 1, 1837, 

to January 1, 1838, . . . , 94,763 49 

Viz: — 
Repairs of road, «... $9,185 83 

** of engines and cars, . . 20,053 39 

Fuel, salaries, wages and other expenses, . 65,524 27 
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Amount of receipts of income, from January 1, 1837, to 

Jan. 1, 1838, including freights due and uncollected, 210,048 33 

Viz : — 
For passengers, .... 123,331 80 

Freight and mail, . , 82,067 13 

Incidental, .... 4,649 40 



Amount of dividends declared during the past year, 96,000 00 

Viz: — 
July 1, 1837—3 per cent, cm 91,500,000 

capital stock then paid in, . . 45,000 00 

Jan. 1, 1838—3 per cent, on $1,700,000, 

the amount of stock at that time, . 51,000 00 



By a vote of the stockholders, at a meeting held for the purpose, on 
the 25th September last, two thousand shares of new stock were cre- 
ated, amounting to $200,000, and increasing the capital stock to 
$1,700,000, on which new shares, one small instalment only was made 
payable previous to the first of January^ instwnt 

All which is respectfully submitteil 

Boston, Jem. 23, 1838. NATHAN HALE, 

DAVID HENSHAW, 
GEORGE MOREY, 
NATHX HAMMOND, 
WM. STURGIS, 
EUPH. WILLIAMS, 



CoiCi[ONWPAl«TH OF MAef(ACBV9VTrS. 

Suffolky ss. Boston, January 24, A, D, 1838. 

Then personally appeared the above named Nathan Hale, David 
Henshaw, George Morey, Nathaniel Hammond, William Sturgis, and 
Eliphalet Williams, Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road 
Corporation, and severally made oath that the foregoing r^oct, by 
them respectively subscribed, is true, according to the be^t of their 
knowledge and belief. Before me, 

RIGB'D ROBINS, Jiiutw i^Hu Ptaa. 



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THX 



CHARLESTOWN BRANCH 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 
morooealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assenAkd: 

Tbd Direetors of Uie Chttrlestowii Bf«aiGfa RaQ-roibd Company respect- 
^ly vmike thU, thiHr o^cond report t 

The first report was made in April last, since which time the location of 
the road from Gray's Wharf to the Boston and Lowell Rail-road has been 
filed with the commissioners for the county of Middlesex, and an as- 
sessment of twenty-five dollars per share has been laid. 

Contracts have been made for the materials and labor required in 
constructing the bridge across the bay northwesterly of the Prison 
Point bridge. The work on said bridge was commenced on the 11th 
of October last, and is at this time about two thirds completed. 

The receipts and expenditures have been as follows, viz. : 

Receipts. 
Received on account of assessments, • . • $20,300 00 



Expenditures. 

For engineering, surveying, and incidental expenses, • $1,591 60 
*' iron rails, and other materials, . . . 13^18 06 
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For labor, 3 605 qq 

Total, . . . . $20,034 26 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Charlestawn, January 24, 1838. 

HENRY JAaUES, 
CHARLES THOMPSON, 
ABIJAH GOODRIDGE, 
EBENEZER BARKER. 



Suffolk ss. Boston, January 26, 1838. 

Then personally appeared the above named Henry Jaques, Charles 
Thompson, Ebenezer Barker, and Abijah Goodridge, and severally 
made oath, that the aforegoing report, by them severally subscribed, is 
true according to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

EDWARD S. ERVING, Justice of the Peace. 



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 



or THX 



EASTERN RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION 



To the Honorable the Legislature of the ComnumweaUh of Massor 

chusetts : 

The Directors of the Eastern Rail-road Company do hereby make their 
Second Annual Report of their acts and doings, receipts and ex- 
penditures, under the act of incorporation. 

Since the date of their last report, the work of grading the road, 
making and erecting bridges, culverts, and other works of masonry, 
necessary to the construction and completion of the rail-road between 
Salem and Boston, have been steadily and successfully pursued. Of 
the whole distance between Salem and Boston, about thirteen miles, 
nearly twelve miles are graded, excepting the dressing off of a portion 
of the side banks, and the formation of side drains, &c., which will 
be done as soon as the state of the ground will permit in the spring. 

The part of the road graded, includes about three miles of cuts or 
excavations ; four and a half miles of embankments on the marshes ; 
upwards of four thousand feet of high embankments across the water 
between East Boston, Belle Isle and Chelsea, walled and capped with 
stone on each side ; two thousand feet of truss bridges across Chelsea 
Creek, the River of Pines, and Saugus River, with stone piers ; four 
hundred feet of pile bridges ; seven road bridges over the rail-road, the 
necessary stone culverts, and about two and a half miles of common 
embankment. 

Of the part of the road between Salem and Boston, not yet com- 
pleted, much of if is partially worked, and the whole will, it is expected, 

4 
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be completed before the end of March next, and the whole of thiis part 
of the road be then ready for the superstructure, or railway. 

Nearly all the materials for the superstructure have been contracted 
for. Of the sleepers, more than one half are tiQw upon the road ; a 
large portion of them, of locust and red cedar, are cut from the imme- 
diate vicinity of the line of the road. 

The rails and chairs for thirteen miles of road, with turnouts, have 
been contracted for, and we are advised that the necessary quantity 
will be ready for delivery, in Wales, by the first of March next. This 
contract has been made at prices varying very little, if any, from the 
estimates. 

The selection of the rail for the 4road was <M>ii«der«d a «B«tlw of 
much importance, by the directors, and the form recommended by the 
engineer was adopted by them, afler careful investigation. The chief 
improvements in the plan adopted are believed to be ; first, in the form 
of the chair, which it is considered will insure a greater degree of firm- 
ness to the track, with less liability to get out of repair, increasing the 
security to travellers on the road ; second, an elevation of the rail above 
the earth, sufficient to lessen materially the liability to delay and acci- 
dent from any obstacles on the road, or from snow or ice; 3d, in- 
creased simplicity and security in the fastening of the rail in the chair. 
These, with other improvements in the formation of the road, and in 
the motive power, and carriages to be Used upon it, suggested by the 
experience had on other roads, will, it is believed, while increasing the 
comfort of those who travel upon the road, much reduce its annual 
expenses. 

Pursuant to the provisions of the act of the last session of the Legian 
lature^ to aid the construction of the road, scrip or certificates of debt 
have been received by the treasurer of the company from the treasurer 
of the Commonwealth, to the amount of $100,000 ; and these cer- 
tifiycates have been disposed of by the company ' on advantageous 
terms. 

The efforts of the directors have been, during the past year, directed 
to the completion of the road between Salem and Boston, with a view 
to the opening of this part of the road at as early a day as possible, and 
they believe this may be accomplished early in the ensuing season. 
The continuation of the road eastward of Salem they are desirous of 
pursuing as soon as circumstances will permit, and of completing the 
same through the whole extent of their chartered limits ; and they be- 
lieve there can be little doubt of the disposition of those intfirestfid to 
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carry the road through to Portsmouth, whenever the financial embar- 
ra8BiEient», whieh now exbt in the country, shall have passed away. 

By a statement of the treasurer, made up to the fifth day of January 
current^ it appears, that the Receipts of the compuiy have been. 

Prom the stockholders, on sundry aBS€S8Hi6nt» kid upon 

the capital stock, ..... 9353,660 Wi 

From other sources, principally interest account^ . 6,600 00 

From scrip from the Commonwealth, . , 100,000 00 



$460,280 00 



The Expenditures to the same date, as appears by said 

statement, have been, 
Preliminary survey, 
Engineering department. 
Expense account. 
Paid towatdft the pwchase of depot lands on Lewis 

wharf, in the city of Boston, . 
Land damages and fencing, . 
Salaries, .... 

Paid for purchase in East Boston Ferrf, 
Purchase of depot wharf at East Boston, 
Purchase of depot lands at Satem, 
Paid on account of grading. 



96,570 59 

20,129 52 

S,S7& 28 

23,090 00 
21,576 30 

8,238 33 
63,180 00 
60,617 81 

5,866 00 
240,562 15 

9455,205 93 



All which is respectfully submitted. 
January I9th, 1838. 



GEO. PEABODY, 
ROB. G. SHAW, 
FRANCIS J. OUVER, 
AMOS BINNEY, 
STEPHEN A. CHASE, 
SAM. S. LEWIS, 
LARKIN THORNDIKE, 
ISAIAH BREED, 
PYAM LOVETT, 
JAMES C. DUNN. 
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ScFFOLK, 88. Bostou, Jan. 20My 1838. 

Then Robert G. Shaw, Francis J. Oliver, Amos Binney, Samuel S. 
Lewis, and James C. Dunn, appeared and severally made oath, and 
Stephen A. Chase and Isaiah Breed affirmed^ that the statement afore- 
said was true, according to the best of their knowledge and belie£ 

Before me, 

JNO. M. FESSENDUN, 

Justice of the Peace. 



Essex, ss. Salem, Jan. 20, 1838. 

Then the said George Peabody, Larkin Thorndike, and Pyam Lov- 
ett, appeared and severally made oath, that the statement aforesaid is 
true, to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, 

Justice of the Peace. 



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 



OFTHS 



NASHUA AND LOWELL 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



Pursuant to the Statutes in such case made and proyided, the Directors 
of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road submit to the Legislature this, 
their Second Annual Report of their acts and doings, receipts and 
expenditures. 

At the time of making our last report, the corporation had been or- 
ganized, the location made and filed, the capital stock subscribed, and 
an engineer employed to complete the surveys, plans and estimates ne- 
cessary for putting the road under contract. Since that time, the work 
has been prosecuted with the greatest vigor. Contracts for grading the 
whole road have been made, and about eleven miles out of fourteen 
and a half miles are now nearly ready for laying the rails. Bargains 
have been made with the greater portion of the laiidholders on the 
route and deeds already obtained. Arrangements have been made, by 
which it is expected that the rails will be obtained early in the spring. 
Contracts are entered into for furnishing the sleepers, plank and other 
timber, and the road will probably be completed, so as to be put in op* 
eration in the month of August next. 

The whole number of shares forming the capital stock of said cor- 
poration, is 2425, at 9 100 per share, or 9242,500. This stock is held by 
two hundred and fifly-two stockholders, principally farmers, mechanics 
and traders residing iQ the country and owning from one to sixty shares 
each. Four assessments, amounting to 935 per share, have been or- 
dered to be paid upon said stock, the greater part of which has been 
paid ifl^ full. 
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The receipts from all sources, up to Jan. 1, 1838, a- 

mount to, . 970,014 55 

The expenditures for land, ^adingi engineering, &c., to 

Jan. 1 , 1838, are, . ... 60,663 39 

The two portions of the road, lying in Massachusetts and in New 
Hampshire, and the expenditures upon the same are so intimately con- 
nected, that the expenses of each portion cannot at present be kept dis- 
tinct. When the road shall be completed, the cost of each portion will 
be ascertained, and reported to the Legislature, agreeably to the pro- 
visions of the statute. 

The subscribers, a majority of the directors of the Nashua and Low- 
ell Rail-road, certify that the foregoing statement is in their belief true. 

Nashua, Jan, 1, 1838. 

DANIEL ABBOT, 
ADIN HOLBROOK, 
PETER CLARK, 
JOSEPH GREELY, 
JESSE BOWERS. 

Directors of the Nashua and lanoeU Railroad Corporation. 



State of New HAi»FSHiRir. 

HSQshorough ss. Jamuury 15, 1838. 

Then the before named Daniel Abbot, Adin Holbrook, Peter Clark, 
Joseph Greely, and Jesse Bowers, personally appearing, made oath that 
the foregoing statement, by them subscribed, is in their belief true. 

Before me, 

CHARLES J. FOX, Justin of ih4 P$a€e. 



SECCttiD ANNUAL EEPORT 



or THE 



NORWICH AND WORCESTER 



RAIL-ROAD COMPANY. 



To the Hanorixbh Senate and House of Representatives of the Com^ 
monwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assembled, at their 
session commencing on the first Wednesda]f of January , A. Z>.,1838. 

The IHrectors of the Norwich and Worcester RaiKroad Company , 
agreeable to the requisitions of law, submit the following Report. 

The graduation and masonry on the first and second division of the 
road, extending from Norwich to Danielsonville in Killingley is, with 
the exception of a small amount of work in Norwich, and a small por- 
tion of the masonry on the second division, substantially completed. 
Contracts for the principal bridges have been made, and the work is in 
such a state of forwardness that the whole of these two divisions, em- 
bracing nearly one half of the whole road in distance, and considerably 
more than half in expense, will be ready for the rails the ensuing spring. 
The graduation and masonry of the fourth division, extending from 
Worcester to the Connecticut state line, with the exception of a short 
distance of the lighter part of the work, was put under contract in June 
last, and the entire work on this division will probably be completed 
early in the spring. Arrangements have been made for putting the 
work on the remaining division, extending from Danielsonville to the 
jtate line, under contract in the course of the present month. Accord- 
ing to the provisions of the joint act of the Legislatures of the States of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, the accounts of the expenditures made 
by the company from the time of its organization to the first day of 
December, A. D. 1837, have been exhibited to the commissioners ap- 
j>oint^ by the governors of the two states for adjustment. Their report 
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is hereunto annexed, containing a particular statement of the company 
and the amount of disbursement in each state. As the law requires 
the report of the directors to be approved by the commissioners, they 
have taken the time of this settlement as the period to which this report 
extends. The whole amount of funds received into the treasury of the 
company from all sources up to that time, as appears by the books of 
the treasurer, is 9587,939 75. An additional instalment of fifteen dol- 
lars a share has become due since that time, and the principal part of 
it has been paid. Having received and expended in the construction 
of the road a sum sufficient to entitle them to a portion of the aid au- 
thorized by the Legislature of the Commonwealth, the company have 
received from the treasurer of the Commonwealth, scrip to the amount 
of $100,000. The funds derived from this source have been faithful- 
ly applied in the construction of the road. Arrangements were early 
made by the directors to complete the whole of the Massachusetts part 
of the road, and the whole work will be completed early in the en- 
suing spring. Notwithstanding the pecuniary embarrassment of the 
country, the directors have not found it necessary to stop the work, and 
they are gratified in being able to state,- that from past experience they 
are satisfied that the road will be completed within the estimates here- 
tofore submitted to the General court 



At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Norwich and Worcester 
Rail-road Company, at the office of the Rail-road Company, in Nor- 
wich, on the 12th day of December, A. D., 1837, for the purpose of 
investigating the accounts and expenditures of said company, and for 
deciding what sums of expenditures made by said company are applica- 
ble to that part of said road lying in Connecticut, and also what part is 
chargeable to that portion of said road lying in the state of Massachu- 
setts, and having examined the accounts of said company, we do find 
that there was expended for the original surveys of said road the sum 
of $4,145 99 ; of wliich sum we apportion to that portion of said road 
lying in Massachusetts the sum of $1,381 99 2-3 cts., and to the Connec- 
ticut portion of said road the sum of $2,763 99 1-3 cts. That in the 
year 1835, we find that there was expended in the engineers' depart- 
ment the sum $3,41106; of which we set to the Massachusetts por- 
tion the sum of $1,137 02, and to the Connecticut portion, the sum of 
$2,274 04 ; and in the year 1636, the further sum of $12,079 41 1-2 cts ; 



i 

J 



1838. SENATE— No. 33. 38 

of which sum, we set to Massachusetts the sum of 93,576 09 ; and to 
Connecticut the sum of $8,503 32 1-2. And in the year 1837, up to 
Dec. 1, the further sum of $11,110 41, — of which we set to Massachu- 
setts the sum of $3,305 05 1-2 ; and to Connecticut, $7,805 35 1-2. 
That the office expenses of said company, from the commencement up 
to Dec. 1, 1837, amount to the sum of $1,549 67, — of which sum we 
put to Massachusetts the sum of $516 55, and to Connecticut the sum 
of $1033 12. That the contingent expenses up to said Dec. 1, 1837, 
amount to $4459 09, — of which sum, we put to Massachusetts the sum 
of $1486 36; and to Connecticut $2972 73. That the salaries up to 
said Dec. 1, 1837, amount to the sum of $6864 77, — of which sum 
we put to M^sachusetts the sum of $2288 26 ; and to Connecticut, 
the sum of $4576 51 — ^which aforesaid sums amount to, as set to Mas- 
sachusetts, the sum of $13,691 33; and to Connecticut the sum of 
$29,929 08. And we further find that said company have purchased 
and paid for real estate and damages to lands in the state of Massachu- 
setts, the sum of $46,553 95 ; and have expended for graduation and 
masonry in said state, the further sum of $55,031 61. And that they 
have purchased and paid for real estate in Connecticut^ and for dama- 
ges to lands, the sum of $84,945 19 : and have expended for gradua- 
tion, masonry and bridges, in Connecticut, the sum of $246,975 01 1-4. 
In making the apportionment as aforesaid, the commissioners took as the 
basis for the expenditures prior to June, 1836, the length of road, one 
third of which is in Massachusetts, and two thirds in Connecticut, and 
for the expenses subsequent to June, 1836, we have apportioned them 
according to the expenditures in each state, as appears by the books, 
vouchers and documents of said company. 

(Signed.) CHA'S HUDSON, 

Commissioner for the State of Massachusetts, 
(Signed.) JOHN DE WITT, 

Commissioner for the State of Connecticut. 

Norwich, Dec. 12, 1837. 

5 
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All vdnch is respectfully sabmitted. 

WM. P. GREENE, 

ASA CHILD, 

J. G. W. TRUMBULL, 

RUSSELL HUBBARD, 

THO'S. ROBINSON, 

GEO. B. SLATER, 

B. BUTMAN, 

GEO. T. RICE, Directors. 
Norwich, January 15, 1838. 



Nbw London County, ss. January 15, I888» 

Sworn to, before me, 

WILLIAM V HOMMEDIEU, 

Notary Public 



We, the subscribers. Commissioners of the Norwich and Worcester 
]R4ul*road Company, appointed by the governors of the states of Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut, having examined the foregoing report, be- 
lieve it to be correct, and approve of the same. 

Boston, Jcuf^uary 18, 1838. 

JOHN DE WITT, 
Commissioner for the State of Connecticut. 

CHARLES HUDSON, 
Commissioner for the State of Massachusetts. 



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THS 



SEEKONK BRANCH RAIL-ROAD COMPANY. 



To the Honorable the General Goort of the Commonwealth of Masaa** 
ehiuettSy the Directors of the Seekonk Branch Rail-road Company 
make this their Second Report. 

> 

The directors of said company having made their first report on the 
15th day of April, A. D. 1837, and within less than one year from and 
after the organization of their company, to wit, on the 21st day of 
Jane, A. D. 1896, and having done this before it was required by law 
to be done, to wit, in one year after said organization, because they 
were threatened with a forfeiture of their charter unless their report 
were made in January, 1837 ; they had believed, until very lately, that 
their second report would not be required to be made until one year 
after making the first, to wit, on the 15th day of April, A. D. 1838; 
but finding, upon advisement, that their second report must be made 
in January of the year next afler the first, they will respectfully state 
what has been done by them, under their charter, since the last report; 
although having arranged to complete their road and depots, and put 
tber same into operation, by the first of April next, it is not now in their 
power to make ^n exact account of their expenditures, because a con- 
siderable part of the wofk is now in contract, and will not be com- 
pleted and the accounts closed for some time yet to come ; and be- 
cause their collections have been made, some in cash, some in bank 
stocks, and some in notes payable on time, for the accommodation of 
stockholders, and all on the full understanding that all payments shall 
be made even by an interest account, at the close of the whole colleen 
tion of all the assessments. 
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They accordingly now make the most full and particular report 
which can, at this time, be made, requesting permission to make a sup- 
plement thereunto by the first of April next, when, they doubt not, their 
road and depots will be finished and put in operation, with locomotives, 
cars and carriages for carrying persons and property over the same, 
and over the Boston and Providence road, according to the provisions 
of the charters of said road and branch. 

On the 12th day of April, 1837, the directors made the first assess- 
ment on the stocks of the Seekonk Branch Rail-road Company, and 
the same was made payable forthwith, being ten per cent, thereon. 
On the 12th of May then next, they made the second assessment 
thereon of ten per cent., payable on the 10th of July following. On 
the 25th of August, they made the third assessment, of 20 per cent, 
payable on the 20th of September, then next ; and on the 21st of the 
same month they made one assessment of 20 per cent., payable on the 
27th of the same month ; one assessment of 20 per cent, payable on 
the 15th of October following, and one other assessment of 20 per 
cent, payable on the 15th of November, then next. 

Before the 1st day of September last, the directors caused their loca- 
tion of their road to be re-surveyed and made more convenient, but 
without injury to those over whose land it passes, and a return thereof 
was duly made, as provided by their charter, and according to law. 

They also contracted to have the excavation and embankment and 
grading of their road done, from Old Wharf to its junction with the 
land and road of the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation, 
with a commodious wharf, and the same has been done and payments 
made to the amount of about four thousand dollars, the estimated cost; 
but the accounts not being closed, the exact amount cannot now be 
ascertained. 

The stone for the wharf wall has been quarried, drawn to the place, 
and the greater part laid up. The stone for the other parts of the 
depot has been furnished, and the work of the whole is nearly done, 
and all at an estimated cost of thirteen hundred dollars^ but the work 
not being finished, the payments are weekly made, as the contracts 
require. The whole amount cannot be ascertained till the work is 
finished, which will be in five or six weeks 

The iron for the rails in Seekonk, and for the curves to pass to and 
from the depot in Boston, and for the tracks to and in the buildings 
there, was purchased at New York, at the lowest price for cash ; the 
spikes, plates and castings were furnished at Boston and in Providence, 
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the whole at a cost of not less than twenty-five handred dollars— but 
some of the bills for these last articles not being yet sent in, the pre- 
cise amount cannot be stated. 

The cedar, spruce, pine and chesnut timber and planks for the road 
and wharf, the work of laying the rails on the road, driving the piles 
and copping them for the pile and plank wharf, and building the same, 
are all under contract. The materials are nearly all on the ground. 
The work is all going on and payments are being made, as required by 
the various agreements. The track of the road is united to the Bos- 
ton and Providence road by proper switches and turn-outs, so as not 
to incommode the movements thereon, as required by charter. The 
track is thence continued to the car and passenger house, to the wharf 
and to the engine house, with convenient turning tables and switches, 
and is all laid, excepting one track in the. car and passenger house, 
and the three tracks into the engine house, the pits therein not being 
quite finished to receive them. The whole of these parts of the work 
and materials, exclusive of the iron as aforesaid, is estimated at one 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

They have contracted for the building of a car and passenger house, 
and an engine house, to be built at their depot in Seekonk, on the 
model of those of the Lowell road, in Boston ; the first, one hundred 
and fifty feet long and forty feet wide, with fifteen feet posts ; the other, 
thirty-five feet square, and of the same height The cost when fin- 
ished is, by contract, three thousand eight hundred dollars ; but some 
necessary alterations from the plan in the engine house may raise the 
cost to four thousand dollars. On this, one thousand dollars accord- 
ing to contract hab been advanced. 

These buildings are finished, except the plastering of the rooms, and 
some other small matters of masons' work in the car and passenger 
house ; and the putting up of the doors, now all ready for that pur- 
pose, in the engine house, and the masons' work in the interior thereof, 
viz., a brick lining, eight feet high on the sides, and the plastering of 
the roof. These will be finished so soon as the season will permit, 
and no doubt is entertained that the whole will be completed and ready 
for use by the middle of March next. 

The lands, shores and flats for the depot and wharf, in Seekonk, 
containing upwards of 200,000 feet, have been purchased and paid for, 
at a cost of three thousand five hundred dollars. 

It will be seen, by certain regulations of the directors of the Boston 
and Providence Rail-road Corporation, made and published by them 
since the 9th of August last, that they had transferred to their super- 
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intendeiit of their road all the power of makiag rule? for the wtune, 
granted to them under the 5th section of their charter ; and it was not 
until after the President of the Seekonk Branch Rail-road Company 
had written and pnUished two letters to the President of the Boston 
and Providence Rail-road Corporation, concerning these regulations ; 
and also written oflen to said president, requesting such rules to be 
made by the directors of said road, that their secretary, on the 33d of 
October last, furnished to the directors of the Branch " their additional 
rules," by which their cars and carriages could be built. In these 
there was no regulation respecting locomotives. 

Notwithstanding these embarrassments, the committee for building 
the branch road, and putting the same in operation, have contracted for 
twelve merchandize cars, all the wheels having a wrought iron ring cast 
into the rims thereof; and for four passenger cars of the first class and 
two of the second class, all with wheels hoopt with wrought iron tires, 
to be ready as soon as practicable, and no doubt is entertained that this 
will be done early in March Aext. 

The directors of the B. and P. Rail-road Corporation having declined 
furnishing to them any rules for the construction of locomotives or the 
weight thereof, they have nevertheless made arrangements to obtain 
them so soon as the general court shall have prescribed the tolls paya- 
ble by them to the B. and P. Rail-road Corporation, for their use of their 
road with locomotives, cars and carriages, according to their charter ; 
and they are assured that such engines as are now used on that road 
can be furnished by one compiany in thirty days, and by another in ten 
days afler the order for them shall have been received. 

When it was ascertained that the depot at Boston, of the Boston and 
Providence Rail-road, could not accommodate the locomotives, cars and 
carriages of the Seekonk Branch, at the same time with their own, ap- 
plication was made to the city authorities of Boston, for a location on 
the public lands near that depot, for the accommodation of the branch 
road ; but being met there by an officer of the B. and P. Rail-road Cor- 
poration, their application was rejected. 

Whereupon, they applied to the South Cove Company for a location, 
and to the directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road Company, 
for permission to pass over their road to the same ; and the result has 
been, that they have built a depot at that place, with the necessary 
curves to go and return from the same, departing from the Boston and 
Providence road near its crossing with the Boston and Worcester road, 
and entering the latter and passing over it to South Cove, where their 
depot is built by thaside of that of the Boston and Worcester road. 
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Their def»t is bailt and furnished ia that ^an, and curves to g^ 
and return to and from the same are all finished, excepting the laying 
of a part of the iron on the corves, and the uniting of the smme to said 
roads. Their depot consti^ of a car and passenger house, 150 feet 
Jong and 40 feet wide, with 15 feet posts ; and commodious rooms for 
all purposes, with a piazza in front the whole leugth. The engine 
house is 96 feet square, and of equal height ; and all are finii^d with 
turning tables and tracks, viz : two in the car and passenger house, 
and three in the engine house. 

The location for tHis depot has been contracted for with the South 
Core Company, and the Seekonk Branch Railroad Company have p^ 
titioned to the generid court for an increase of capital to meet the ex* 
penditure at the end of five years, when the same is payable. The cost 
of this dq>ot, viz. : the buildings, tracks and curves aforesaid, exclu- 
sive of the iron for the rails, amounts, as near as it can now be ascer- 
tained, to eight thousand dollars, six thousand dollars of which have 
been already paid ; and notes payable on time, and other funds, amountr 
ing to much more than this balance, are in the hands of their agent in 
Boston, to meet the same, as the bills come in and are payable. 

It is thus seen, that the whole cost of their road, with the two depots 
and the curves aforesaid, will be, according to these calculations, 
twenty-five thousand one hundred dollars ; nor do they believe that the 
amount will vary miy considerable sum therefrom ; all of which will be 
ascertained by the first of April next. 

As before stated, they have made collections from their shareholders 
sometimes in cash, at others in stocks,. and when they could do no bet- 
ter, they have taken notes payable on time. From these they have 
raised fiinds to go on with their enterprize, it being understood that 
the accounts should be settled and closed as aforesaid ; but when the 
exigencies of the Company required it to be done, the president and 
treasurer, who were the acting building committee, have added their 
own funds or responsibility to those of the corporation. 

They have done these things because they were unwilling to press 
the stockholders in these times, when most men want all their own 
means for their own private affairs ; and because they have continually 
found a powerful and hostile influence at all times operating against 
them, and nothing but the greatest moderation, prudence and perse- 
verance could secure their success. 

After the 14th of August last, the directors of the Boston and Prov- 
idence Rail-road Corporation published their regulations, by which 
they excluded the Seekonk Branch Rail-road Company fi:om the use of 
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that road, in direct violation of the provisions of the branch charter ; 
and without any such authority from their own charter, arrogated to 
their own corporation the sole right to use locomotive power on that 
road. Many of the stockholders of the Branch Company were, after 
this, discouraged, paid their assessments with reluctance ; and some 
refused to pay at all ; for it was alleged, that such would be the 
influence of that company and the other great rail-road and joint stock 
companies, combined against the branch, that they might induce the 
general court tp abolish our charter, sacrifice all we had done and ex- 
pended to finish our enterprize, and bring out a fair competition on this 
line of travel ; and thus by defeating us, give up the whole to the sole 
use and benefit of the N. Y. and Providence Transportation Company. 

Nevertheless, the directors of the Branch Company have hitherto de- 
clined using legal diligence against any of their stockholders ; and have 
pursued the course before stated, relying on the good faith of the gen- 
eral court, pledged to them in their charter, whereby the right to use 
the Boston and Providence road, or any part thereof, with locomotives, 
cars, and carriages, is secured to them ; and that, in pursuance thereof, 
the Legislature would prescribe the toll, at which they might use the 
same in that manner whenever it was made to appear to the general 
court by the report of the directors, at what time their road would be 
finished and ready for operation ; nor have they ever entertained a 
doubt, that this would be done, or that whenever it was done, any event 
could hinder the completing of their enterprize, well knowing that the 
public benefit resulting from it, could not fail to secure success to all 
their subsequent operations. 

All which is respectfiilly submitted by 

TRISTAM BURGES, President ; 
JOHN W. RICHMOND, Treasurer ; 

Directors of S, B. Rail-road Company^ 
, and acting Building Committee, 
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Then the above named Tristam Burges and John W. Richmond, 
appeared and severally made oath that the aforegoing statement by them 
subscribed, was true, according to the best of their knowledge and be- 
lief. Before me^ 

THCS WHITE, Justict of tU Ptace. 
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To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation do hereby 
make the Third Annual Report of their acts and doings, receipts 
and expenditures. 

Since the last annual report of the directors to the Legislature, the 
capital stock of this corporation has been increasi^i by the creation of 
the additional number of five hundred shares, in pursuance of the act 
of the Legislature, passed on February 22, 1837 ; and at a meeting of 
the stockholders on June 26, 1837, a vote was passed directing the 
treasurer to appropriate the sum of $12,500, received for the transpor- 
tation of passengers and merchandise, towards the payment of the 
amouat becoming due from the holders of the new shares thus created. 
As the new shares were distributed proportionably among the holders 
of the old shares, this appropriation was e({uiva]ent to a dividend of six 
and a quarter per cent, on the old capital stock. 

The Taunton Branch Rail-road is ehven miles in length. The 
grades are as follows, commencing at its junction with the Boston and 
Providence Rail-road 5 — 

29.0 feet per mile^ descent. 
15.6 " •' 
13.9 " " 

9.0 " " " 

8.0 ** " ascent. 

21.1 '' ' descent. 



No. 


1, 






2, 






3, 






4, 


level. 




5, 






6, 


level. 




7, 






8, 


level. 




9, 
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There are no curvatures on the road, except the short curve, by 
which it is united with the Boston and Providence Rail-^road The 
average width of the grade is about twenty-eix feet The rails are of 
the T form, and are supported by transverse sleepers of wood resting 
on longitudinal sills. 



The total amount of capital stock paid in on November 
30, 1837, to which time the accounts are made up, was 9228,225 00 

Amount expended in constructing the road, 

for engines and cars, 
for depots, car-houses, and other 
buildings, ...... 

Miscellaneous expenses, .... 






€4 



196,482 18 
24,454 89 

21,962 16 
11,833 93 



The Expenditures during the year have been as follows : 
Repairs on the road during the year ending Nov. 30, 

1837, exclusive of new work, 
Repairs on the engines and cars. 
Amount of miscellaneous expenses, including the 
amount paid to the Boston and Providence Rail- 
road for their proportion of the receipts, . 

Total amount of expenditures during the year ending 
Nov. 30, 1837, 

The Receipts during the year ending November 30, 
1837, have been as follows : — 

Amount of capital paid in, . . , 

Amount received for the transportation of passengers, 
" " " of merchandize. 

Amount of other miscellaneous receipts, 

Total amount of receipts, .... 



1,509 28 
552 91 



72,623 48 



974,685 67 



929,325 00 

35,160 40 

11,023 61 

654 80 

976,163 81 



All which is re^ectfuUy submitted. 



Boston, Dee. 20, 1837. 



THO. B. WALES, 
JAMES K. MILLS, 
GEO. W. PRATT, 
JNO. F. LORING, 
WM. A. CROCKER, 



Directors 
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Suffolk, ss. December 20, 1837. 

Then personally appeared the above named Thomas B. Wales, J. 
K. Mills, John F. Loring and W. A. Crocker, and made oath that the 
above report was true, according to the best of their knowledge and 
belief. Before me, 

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace. 



Suffolk, ss. December 23, 1837. 

Then personally appeared the above named G. W. Pratt, and made 
oath that the above report was true, according to the best of his 
knowledge and belief. Before me, 

EDW. ?lCKERlNQ,Justiu of the Peace. 
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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the Comr 

monwealth of Massachusetts : 

As required by the provisions of law, the Directors of the Western 
Rail-road Corporation herewith present their Second Annual JRe- 
port. 

At the annual meeting of the corporation, in February last, the di- 
rectors of the previous year were re-elected, with thei exception that 
Francis Jackson having declined the office, Amasa Walker was chosen 
in his stead. 

At the date of the last report to the Legislature, the eastern portion 
of the line, between the village of Worcester and Seven Mile river in 
East Brookfield, was under contract, and in process of grading. Dur- 
ing the past year, this work has been steadily prosecuted ; the grading 
of about sixteen miles has been completed, and that upon the residue 
is in a good state of forwardness. The directors are confidently of 
opinion, that, with an application of means, not inconsistent with a pru- 
dent economy of expenditure, the whole of this part of the road, with the 
exception of one mile at New Worcester, and one mile at the summits 
in Charlton, may be graded and ready for the superstructure, by mid- 
summer of the present year. And that the section at New Worcester 
may be finished by the first of November next, and that at the summit 
by the succeeding spring. 

From East Brookfield to the Connecticut river, the route adopted is 
iBj the general course of the valley of the Chickopee river, as far as to 
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Stony Hill, in Wilbrabam ; thence it crosses the plains which skirt 
the Connecticut valley on the east, to the head of Garden brook, and 
passing down this brook, the line strikes the Connecticut river about 
half a mile above the court-house in Springfield. In its course, it 
passes south of, and near to, the villages of South and West Brookfield, 
through the village of Warren, about two 'miles south of Three Rivers 
village in Palmer, and near the Ludlow factories. 

From Stony Hill to the river, a distance of about seven miles, four 
routes were surveyed. And these were continued to a proper point of 
union, west of the river. 1. Crossing the river at Cabotville, by the 
mouth of the Chickopee, and abdut 4 miles north of the court house. 
2. By End brook, about 1 34 miles north of the same point. 3. By 
Garden brook, and 4. by the valley of Mill river in the southerly part 
of Springfield. The line by Garden brook being the least expensive, 
and with the most favorable grades, was, on the recommendation of the 
engineers, adopted by the directors. 

The whole of the line from East Brookfield to the Connecticut river, 
was definitely located, and, with the exception of about two miles ad- 
joining the river, was put under contract for grading, in the month of 
June last, upon favorable terms. The work of graduation was soon 
after commenced upon the greater portion of it, and it has been contin- 
ued to the present time, as vigorously as a prudent regard to the state 
of the times would admit. 

Of this portion of the road, being about 34 8-4 miles, about LI miles 
are already graded, and the residue is advanced in a manner satisfacto- 
ry to the directors. Should no unfortunate obstacle delay the progress 
of the work, it is confidently believed, that, excepting one mile at 
Twelve-mile brook in Wilbraham, and two miles adjoining the Connec- 
ticut river, this part of the road may be graded, and ready for the su- 
perstructure by next autumn, and it is estimated that those three miles 
may be graded during the succeeding winter. 

ft 

Thus it appears, if these reasonable expectations are not disappoint- 
ed, that, of the road from Worcester to Springfield, being about 54 
miles, there are already graded, 27 miles. 

That by mid-summer, there will be graded, 21 

By 1st of November next, 1 

And by the spring of 1839, the residue, 5 






54 miles. 



1838. SENATE— No. 33. 47 

A reference to the last annual report will show, that, at the date of 
it, (January, 1837,) very extensive preliminary surveys had been made 
between Connecticut river and the western boundary of the state. 
Those surveys had pointed out two general routes in competition for 
preference. A northern one, by Chester, Dalton and Pittsfield — and 
the southern by Otis, Lee and Stockbridge. . 

By the character of the country on the northern line, we are virtu- 
ally confined to one general route. And this having been previously 
traced by Mr. Baldwin, whose maps, profiles and reports were in pos- 
session of the engineers, preliminary surveys were there unnecessary ; 
and they had proceeded directly with an approximate location. The 
surveys upon the south route had been over a wide extent of country, 
from Becket on the north, to Granville and Tolland on the south ,* and 
they were experimental only. Upon the completion of the maps and 
profiles, it was deemed advisable, as intimated in the former report, to 
select the lines upon the southern route, most favorable for a continu- 
ous one from Westfield to West Stockbridge, and make an approxi- 
mate location there ; thus placing both routes, in this respect, upon the 
same footing. This additional work was accomplished, and a report 
made by the engineers, in June last, embracing full details of the ap- 
proximate location upon both routes. 

By an examination of this report it was ascertained, that the differ- 
ence in the length of the two routes, and in the estimated expense of 
construction, was comparatively trifling, being each a little in favor of 
the south route ; that the principal summit was 51 feet higher, and the 
aggregate elevation of all the summits 113 feet more upon the south 
than upon the ^north route ; which would give a difiference, in the 
equated distance, of 5.28 miles in favor of the north line ; that the 
whole curvature was 390 degrees greater upon ^e south route than 
upon the north ; and that of grades over 50 feet per mile, there were 
8.3 miles more upon the south than upon the north route. 

Upon the receipt of this report, the directors, at the request of the 
friends of each route, gave them a hearing; and after a full considera- 
tion of the subject, and an examination of the lines by a part of the 
board, they, in August last, decided in favor of the northern route, 
through Pittsfield, and ordered the same to be definitely located. The 
board, however, reserved for future decision, on the coming in of the 
report upon the definite location, three points, which are still unde-^ 
termined, viz., the direction of the lines through the villages of West- 
field and Pittsfield^ and the western termination of the road,, either at 
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the Canaan Gap in West Stockbridge, or at Hatch's Gap in Richmond, 
which are about 2 2-3 miles apart. 

At the Canaan Gap, the road would unite with the Hudson and 
Berkshire road, which extends to the cit^ of Hudson. Thisis already 
fully graded, with the exception of a short distance, requiring a few 
weeks more work, and the superstructure has been commenced. The 
{superintendent gives assurance, that the whole will be in operation 
before the close of the next summer. 

The Albany rail-road may also terminate at the Canaan Gap, in 
West Stockbridge. Indeed, no other route was suggested for it, till 
within the last year. But since the date of our last report, the super- 
intendent of that road has asked attention to the route from Pittsfield, 
by Hatch's Gap in Richmond, and thence by New Lebanon to Albany. 
It is represented, that this route, if practicable, will save about six 
miles in the distance between Pittsfield and Albany. Of the practica- 
bility of that part of the route which is within the state of New York, 
at a reasonable expense, satisfactory evidence has not been exhibited. 
But as soon as it was decided that the route of our road would be by 
Pittsfield, a survey was had from thence to Hatch's Gap. The line, so 
far as within this state, was found to be favorable, and with light 
grades, and to be about 2 1-3 miles shorter than that to the Canaan Gap. 

The directors regret, that nothing effective has yet been done, 
towards the construction of the Albany road. Indeed, as has been in- 
timated, the route of that road is still undecided. But after repeated 
solicitations and conferences, and a recent visit of the agent to Albany 
for the purpose, the directors of that company have now engaged to 
give an early decision as to their general route, and the point at which 
they desire to strike the state line. 

The definite location of our road from Connecticut river to the state 
line has now been completed ; and the final maps, profiles and estimates 
of the same are in progress. These are not sufficiently advanced to 
permit the results now to be given. But it is believed, they will not 
differ materially from those upon the approximate location, made near- 
ly upon the same line. 

The report of the engineers upon this definite location may be ex- 
pected in a few weeks. Upon its receipt, the directors will be ready to 
decide upon the lines at the Westfield and Pittsfield villages, and upon 
the course of the road westward of Pittsfield, as well as upon the question 
of its union with the Albany and Hudson roads. And it is believed, 
Ihat, before the opening of the coming spring, the whole line, fi'om 
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Springfield to the boundary of New York, may be ready to be pat under 
contract for grading. 

The directors are deeply impressed with the importance of commen- 
cing this part of the work early in the next season, and, should ade- 
quate means be provided for the expenditure, they see no obstacle to 
its inmiediate prosecution. The necessity of this course is strongly urged 
by the fact, that* by the terms of the original subscription to the stock, 
the road from Pittsfield to the state line must be completed as early as 
that part between Worcester and Springfield. And, unless the former 
can be far advanced during the present year, the state of it may require 
an unnecessary and very injurious delay upon the latter. The di- 
rectors, therefore, will omit no reasonable exertion to commence the 
grading westward of Pittsfield as early as is practicable. 

Six assessments of five dollars each have been laid upon the stock. 
The two first had been fully paid at the date of the last report ,* the 
third was then in process of collection, and the fourth had been laid, 
payable on the 17th of the succeeding April. Owing to the extraordi- 
nary pecuniary embarrassments which existed at the latter date, the di- 
rectors deemed it prudent to postpone the collection of the fourth as- 
sessment to the 25th of September last. During the past year, a fiflh as- 
sessment was laid, and it became payable on the 15th November last, 
and the sixth will fall due on the 25th day of January instant. 

The receipts and expenditures of the corporation for the year past, 
as stated by the treasurer, are as follows, viz : 

I. Receipts. 

Balance on hand as per last report, Jan. 14, 1837, $262,602 44 

Amount since received, on 3d instalment, $133,985 00 

4th " ♦75,100 00 

5th " 28,830 00 

" 6th " 720 00 

Interest received since last report, 14,143 60 

252,778 60 



$515,381 04 



* Exchraive of $50,000 due from the State. 
/ 
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2. Expenditures. « 

Amount paid for incidental expenses, 

" " engineer department, including sur- 

veys and superintendance of construction, 
Amount paid for construction, 

land damages and fencing, 
timber lands, 
Balance on hand, 



{( 



(C 



(I 



n 



94,681 34 

35,214 33 

363,490 39 

40,292 81 

1,812 50 

69,889 67 

$515,381 04 



Respectfully submitted. 



Boston, Jan. 2, 1838. 



THOMAS B. WALES, 
ROBERT RANTOUL, Jr., 
EDM. DWIGHT, 
JOHN HENSHAW, 
JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr., 
AMASA WALKER, 
GEO. BLISS, Directors. 



Suffolk, ss. 



Sworn to. 



Before me, 



Jan. 3, 1838. 



ELLIS GRAY LORING, 

Justice of the Peace. 



SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 



OF THV 



BOSTON AND WORCESTER 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of RepresetUatives. 

The undersigned, President of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road 
Corporation, in behalf of the said corporation, and in compliance 
with a requisition of the act of the Legislature, passed April 19th, 
1837, entitled, an act concerning rail-road corporations, respectfully 
report : 

That, although the said rail-road has been, for more than two years 
past, opened for use, there is yet remaining to be completed, a small 
part of the work, proposed to be done, upon some of the depots and 
buildings belonging to the said road, which will ret|uire a small addi- 
tional expenditure yet to be made ; and that a part of the assessments 
on a portion of the capital stock last voted to be raised, are yet unpaid. 

The total amount of capital stock of the said rail-road which was 
paid in to the 1st of January, 1838, was $1,518,825 00 



The amount expended to the above date, in constructing 

the said road, including materials, ^^c, was . . 944,359 50 

The amount expended for engines and cars, 135,389 55 

depots, car-houses and other 

buildings, . . 147,644 97 

bridges, including viadact a- 
cross Mill Basins, . 141,714 07 
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The amount expended for land and damages, including 

surplus land, . 173,764 00 

" Millbury Branch, 41,016 65 

'^ miscellaneous expenses, inclu- 
ding engineering, salaries, 
interest, &c., 126,405 65 

Total amount of expenditures to Jan. 1, 1838, f 1,710,294 39 






The length of the rail-road, from the passenger-house on Lincoln 
street, in Boston, to the passenger-house near Main street, in Worces- 
ter, is 44 miles, and 3325 feet. The length of the Millbury Branch, 
from the main road in Graflon, to the depot in Millbury, is three miles 
and 1407 feet. 

The number of planes on the main road is forty-eight; of which 
eighteen, measuring about fourteen miles, are level. The rest of the 
road, measuring thirty and fiTe-eighths miles, is in thirty planes of 
different rates of inclination. ^ 

The least inclination is at the rate of four feet in a mile, and the 
greatest, thirty feet in a mile, with the exception of a plane in the South 
QoFe, in Boston, near the termination of the road, where it rises seven 
feet and a half, after passing under Front street, at the rate of forty-four 
feet in a mile. 

The greatest degree of curvature on any part of the road, west of 
Brighton, is upon a radius of 1432 feet ; most of the curves being of a 
much larger radius. In Brighton and Brookline, there are three short 
curves, of a radius of 1146 ; and in the South Cove, in the city of Bos- 
ton, near the termination of the road, there are four short curves of a 
radius of 600 feet. 

Of the Millbury branch of the rail-road, a little more than half a mile 
is level. The'rest is in five planes, of different lengths, inclining from 
eight and a half feet to thirty-two and three quarters feet in a mile. 
The greatest degree of curvature is on a radius of ^54 feet, and all the 
other curves, are of a much larger radius. 

The width of the grade, of the main road, throughout the wbolp 
length, is twenty-four feet. 
^ The iron rails, which are parallel edge rails, are supported by cast 
iron chains, on cross sleepers of wood, mostly cedar and chesnut. The 
ends of the sleepers rest on a fie^ of atone rubble, placed under the 
rails, along the whole length of the road. 
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On some short distances the chairs are placed on timbers supported 
by piles, and in other modes, without the use of rubble. The sleepers 
on the MillbuTy Branch, and generally on the turnouts, are supported 
at the ends by plank or other timber, placed longitudinally beneath the 
rails. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

NATHAN HALE, 

Boston, February 16, 1838. 



Suffolk, ss. Boston, February 16, 1838. 

Then personally appeared the above named Nathan Hale, President 
of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road Corporation, and made oath 
that the foregoing report by him subscribed, is true, according to his 
best knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

GEO. MOREY, Justice of the Peace. 
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Senate, February 15, 1899. 

The Joint Standing Committed on* Rail-ways and Canals, to whom 
vrere committed the Annual Reports of the Western, Boston and Low* 
ell, Bocfton and Providence, Boston and Worcester, Norwith and Wor> 
fsester, the Eastern, the Nashua and Lowell, Andover and Haverhill, 
the West Stockbridge, the Taunton Branch, and the Charlestown 
Branch Corporations, and that part of the Report of the Seekonk 
Branch Corporation, which relates to their receipts and expenditures, 
Report) that the same be printed for the use of the Legislature^ 

By order of the Committee, 

L. CHILD, Chairman 

Senate, February 15, 1839. 
Accepted 

Sent down for concurrence, 

CHARLES CALHOITN, Clerk. 

House Of RfePRESENtAtlvEs, February 15, 1899. 
Coftcumad. 

L. 8. COSHINO, Cattk 
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



A N II O V E R AND HAVERHILL 

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 

To^he Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 

The Directors erf the Andover and Haverhill Rail-road Corporation do 
hereby make their Fottrth Annual Report, of their acts and doings, 
receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation. 

la their last annual report, it was stated, that the road had been com- 
pleted to the bank of Merrimack river, in Bradford, opposite to Haver- 
hill, and opened for use. 

For the extension of the road from this place to the line of the State, 
the most westerly of the three routes, authorized by the Legislature, 
has been adopted by the directors. 

Tlus route crosses the Merrimack, about two hundred feet to the 
east of the present depot in Bradford, thence along the bank of Little 
river, to its junction with the Boston and Maine Rail-road, at the line 
of the State, being about three miles in length. 

The grading of the first division of this last mentioned road, from the 
line of the State to Exeter, was commenced in October last, about five 
miles of the work is already completed, and it is understood, that the 
remaining portion of this division will be finished without delay. 

At a meeting of the stockholderis of the Andovef and Havethill Rail- 
road^ held the seventh instant, they voted to request the directors to 
proceed immediately in the erection of a bridge across Merrimack 
river, and in the construction of the remaining part of the road to the 
New Hampshire linei, 

To build the Merrimack River Bridge, the necessary depot buildings 
in Haverhill, and to finish the road to the line of the State, will require 
an addition to the present capital, of one Imndred thousand doll&ri. 



8 ANDOVER AND HAVERHILL RAIL-ROAD. 

The Andover and Haverhill Rail-road Corporation have contracted 
with the Boston and Maine Rail-road, to do and perform all the trans- 
portation of persons and freight upon and over said rail-road, when 
completed to Exeter, on such terms and conditions as appear by their 
contract, which is hereto appended. 

It appears from the books and accounts of the treasurer, on the first 
of January instant, that the total amount of capital paid in, was two 
hundred and seventy-five thousand six hundred and forty-one dollars. 

The total amount of expenditures the last year, was ninety-six thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty dollars and ninety-one cents. 

For the repairs of the road, five thousand one hundred and fifty-two 
dollars and eighteen cents. 

For repairs of engines and cars, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-one dollars and seventy-eight cents. 

Interest paid on State scrip, four thousand five hundred and eighty- 
three dollars and fifty-three cents. 

All other miscellaneous, expenses, including the toll paid to the Lowell 
Road, thirty-four thousand six hundred sixty-one dollars and two 
cents. 

Also for unsettled accounts of the last year, for the construction of 
the road and unliquidated land damages, fifty-five thousuid one hun- 
dred and eighty-five dollars and ninety-three cents. 

The amount received the last year, for the transportation of passen- 
gers, was forty-two thousand nine hundred and fifty-two dollars, and 
seventy-nine cents. For freight, twelve thousand six hundred and 
sixty-four dollars. Other miscellaneous receipts, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty dollars and five cents. 

The amount received for stock was, forty-two thousand one hundred 
and eighty-five dollars and ninety-one cents. For State scrip, fifty 
thousand dollars. 

The amount divided the last year, was nine thousand dollars;, being 
three per cent, on three thousand shares, paid in October last. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

HOBART CLARK, 
EN. SILSBY, 
THOMAS WEST, 
AMOS ABBOTT, 
SAMUEL A. WALKER, 

Andover, January 29, 1839. Directors. 
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GOBOfONWBALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Essex sb. January 29, 1839. 

Then, Hobart Clark, Enoch Silsbj, Thomas West, Amos Abbott, 
and Samuel A. Walker, appeared, and severally made oath, that the 
statement aforesaid was true, according to the best of their knowledge 
and belief. 

. Before me, 

SAMUEL MERRILL, Justice of the Peace. 



At a meeting of the Directors of the Andover and Haverhill Rail- 
road Corporation, held September 7th, A. D., 1838, 

Voted, That the agreement with the Boston and Maine Rail-road of 
this date, be accepted, and that Hobart Clark, Esq., President of the 
Corporation, and one of the directors, be authorized to sign the same. 

Said agreement is in the following words, to wit : 

Whereas, at a meeting of the stockholders of the Andover and Ha- 
verhill Rail-ro)ad Corporation, holden at Brown's Tavern, in Haverhill, 
on the twenty-fiilh day of August, in the year of our Lord, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-eight, specially called for the purpose, it 
was voted, that the directors of the Andover and Haverhill Rail-road 
Corporation be authorized to contract with the Boston and Maine 
Rail-road, to transport all the passengers and freight over said Boston 
and Maine Rail-road, for a term not exceeding five years from and after 
said road. is completed to Exeter. Provided the same can be done, by 
paying said Boston and Mq^ine Rail-road a sum not exceeding six per 
cent, interest, per annum, on a sum not exceeding two nundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

And whereas, at a meeting of the stockholders of the Boston and Maine 
Rail-road, holden at Tucker's Tavern, in Plaistow, on the fifth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-eight, it was voted, — That the directors of the Boston and Maine 
Rail-road be and hereby are authorized to make such contract with the 
directors of the Andover and Haverhill Rail-road Corporation, for the 
transportation of passengers and freight, upon such terms and condi- 

2 
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tions as they shall deem expedient^ oi; the iut^ests of the corporation 
shall require. 

Now, therefore, this agreement made and entered into by the direct- 
ors of the Andover and Haverhill Rail-road Corporation, of the one 
part, and the directors of the Boston and Maine Rail-road, of the other 
part, witnesseth : 

That when said Bbston and Maine Rail-road shall be fully com- 
pleted, in all respects, and ready to be opened for use with convenient 
depots, from the line of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, at Haver- 
hill, to some convenient place m the town of Exeter, — in consideration 
of the sum hereinafter mentioned, — the directors of the Andover and 
Haverhill Rail-road Corporation shall take and hold full possession 
thereof for and during the term of five years from the time of taking 
possession, as aforesaid. That the said Andover and Haverhill Rail- 
road Corporation, shall pay, for the use of said Boston and Maine Rail- 
road, the sum of twelve thousand dollars annually, after taking pos- 
session of the same as aforesaid, to the treasurer of said corporation, 
and keep the same in good running repair during the term aforesaid, 
and give possession of said rail-road to the directors of the Boston and 
Maine Rail-road at the expiration of said term, in such repair, the ne- 
cessary wear and decay of materials only excepted. 

It is agreed, that the rail-road shall be constructed in the same man- 
ner and style, and shall be laid with the same kind of iron rail as the 
Andover and Haverhill Rail-road. 

It is farther agreed, by the parties aforesaid, that in case of failure in 
any part of the construction of the Boston and Maine Rail-road, by rea- 
son of defect in the original construction of the road, the same is to be 
repaired at the expense of that corporation. 

Provided, nevertheless, if the said road shall be constructed to any 
town beyond Exeter, the above contract is to be void. 

Dated at Andover, the seventh day of September, A. D., 1638. 

HOBART CLARK, 
Director of B. 4*. M. RaiWoad, J. BURLET, 
Director of A. 8f H, Railroad, ENOCH SILSBY. 
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At a meeting of the directors of the Andover and Haverhill Rail- 
road Corporation, Sept. 15, 1898, it was voted, — ^That the attested 
copy of the vote of the directors of the Boston and Maine Rail-road be 
put on record, to wit : " At a meeting of the directors of the Boston 
and Maine Rail-road, held it the Granite Bank, Sept. 8th, 1838, it was 
voted, — ^That the agreement with the Andover and Haverhill Rail-road 
Corporation dated Sept. 7th, 1838, be accepted, — and that Hobart 
Clark, Esq., President of the corporation, and one of the directors be au- 
thorized to sign the same. 

A true copy of record, Attest : 

CHARLES CONNOR, Clerk. 

A true copy of record. Attest : 

JOHN FLINT, 
Ckrk of Andover and Haverill R, R. Cor, 
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SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THX 



BOSTON AND LOWELL 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts : 

Tlie Directors of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation do 
herebj make their Seventh Annual Report of their acts and doings, 
receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation. 

The total amount of capital paid in, is 81,500,000 00 



The amount expended the past year, exclusive of amount 

spent and charged to the cost of the road, is — 
For repairs on the road, including $4,205 90 for extra 

repairs and improvements, and removing snow, 15,734 90 

For repairs on engines and cars, 10,945 77 

For fuel, oil, salaries and other miscellaneous expenses, 48,917 27 



$75,597 94 



The amount received the past year, is, — 
For transporting passengers between Boston and Low- 
ell, $94,569 10 
For transporting merchandise '' " " 76,236 47 
transporting United States Mail, 1,000 00 
transporting passengers for the Andover and Haver- 
hill Rail-road Corporation over our road, 14,514 21 
For transporting merchandise for the Andover and Ha- 
verhill Rail-road Corporation over our road, 3,482 55 
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For transporting passengers on the Nashaa and Lowell 
Rail-road as per agreement with that corporation, 1,976 24 

$191,778 67 

The amount divided during the past year is $90,000, being six per 
cent on the capital paid in — two dividends of three per ceot each. 

Since the last annual report, in which an account was given in de- 
tail of the cost of the road up to that time, there has been expeoded 
towards the completion of the road, as follows : 

For five miles second track, now complete from Boston 

to Wilmington, fifteen miles, $26,284 10 

For land and buildings needed for merchandise at the 
Boston depot, 25,694 76 

For a locomotive engine, and ten new merchandise cars, 9,290 00 

* sundry miscellaneous expenses, $1 ,881 38 
' superintendence, 2,400 00 

* land damages, d&c, 321 00 

* rail iron, 689 18 
^ interest account, 708 33 



6,999 89 

$67,266 75 
Whole amount expended on cost of the road, and appiu^* 
tenances, at the time of the last annual rqrart, 1,606,394 7^ 

Whole cost of the road to Nov. 30, 1838, $1,676,663 60 



The amount of debt due fi'om the corporation, $66,380 00 

The balance of profits on hand, firom which a dividend 
of four per cent., or $60,000, is declared, and will be 
paid on 11th Feb. next, is 128,769 72 



M«ia*B^Ma 



$184,149 72 
The corporation have land on hand, for sale, cost, as ap- 
pears by the books, . $48,636 68 
Cash balance on hand, 23,339 27 

Notes and debts due the corp<Mration, 36,6]il 37 

108,486 9S^ 

Bdance, $76,663 60 

I 
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The eorporation ha?ing accepted the act of our Legislature of April 
9thy 1896, it is now contemplated to increase oar capital stock in a sum 
sufficient to pay off our debts, and for such other expenditures on the 
road as may be required. 



An which is respectfully submitted. 



JOSEPH TILDEN, 
' WM. APPLETON, 
JOHN BRYANT, 
P. T. JACKSON, 
GEO. W. LYMAN. 



Suffolk ss. 



Boston^ January 5, 1899. 



Then personally appeared the aforenamed Joseph Tilden, Wm. Ap- 
pleton, John Bryant, P. T. Jackson, and George W. Lyman, Esquires, 
and made oath to the truth of the foregoing statement, by them sever- 
ally subscribed. 

Before me, 

MOSES L. HALE, Justice of the Peace. 



SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 



or THX 



BOSTON AND PROVIDENCE 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation do 
hereby make their Seventh Annual Report of their acts and doings, 
receipts and expenditures, under their Act of Incorporation. / 

During the past year they haVe incurred a considerable expense, in 
repairing, strengthening, and widening their bridges, in the erection of 
a new engine-house in Roxbury, of passenger-houses in Dedham and 
Canton, and in laying a second track from Boston to the Roxbury de- 
pot. They have also settled several claims for land and damages. 
The only remaining claim of much consequence is that for passing 
across the lands which are partially covered by water west of Bos* 
ton Neck. This they have been long endeavoring to compromise, 
and they trust it will be settled during the current year. 

They have modified their contract with the Taunton Branch Rail- 
road Corporation, for drawing their passenger and freight cars over 
our road, in conformity to the wishes of that Company. They have 
rescinded their contract with the Boston and New York Transporta- 
tion Company in relation to the steam-boats, by mutual agreement. 

The whole amount expended for construction of the 
road, buildings, and appurtenances during the past 
year is $21,948 33 

The total amount of capital stock of this corporation 
paid in, is $1,782,009 00 
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The expenses of the company the past year, exclusive of those above 
mentioned in relation to construction, have been as follows : 

For repairs of road, exclusive of bridges, $11,211 00 
repairs of bridges, 5,645 69 

* f 16,856 69 

repairs of engines and cars, 19,953 02 

amount paid to the Rhode Island Rail-road Com- 
pany for the lease of their road, bridge, and depot, 
under contract sanctioned by the Legislature, 6,468 10 

*' other miscellaneous expenses, 76,766 47- 



U 



$120,044 28 



tt tt 

tt tt 

tt tt 

tt tt 



The receipts of the company during the past year have been as fol- 
lows : 

Cash received for transportation of passengers, $196,974 73 

for transportation of merchandise, 64,148 92 

for transportation of mail, 2,250 00 

for rents, 1,741 50 

from the sale of 981 shares of new stock, 
at an advance of $3,303 23-100 beyond 
the par value, amounting to $101,403 23 

The above advance is carried in the treasurer's books to interest 
account, leaving the balance of that account $661 8-100 against the 
corporation. 

The amount divided during the past year is $136,312, being in two 
dividends. 

The first dividend was declared in Janu- 
ary, 1838, of 4 per cent, on the amount 
of capital stock then paid in, viz. on 
$ 1 ,683,000, amounting to $67,356 00 

The second dividend was declared in July 
List, of 4 p^r cent, on the capital stock 
then paid in, viz. on $1,723,903, 
amounting to 68,956 00 

Total, $136,312 00 
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All which is respectfullj submitted. 

JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr., 
JOSEPH W. REVERE, 
JNO. F. LORING, 
BENJ. R. NICHOLS, 

Directors of the Boston and Providence Raxlrroad Corporation. 



Suffolk, ss. Boston, January 2\st, 1830. 

Then personally appeared the above nanied Josiah Quincy, Jun., 
Joseph W. Revere, John F. Loring, and B. R. Nichols, and made 
oath, that the above report was true according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. Before me, 

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace. 



SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THX 



BOSTON AND WORCESTER 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the HonorabU Senate and House of Representatives of the Common' 

toeaUh of MaswchusiUts : 

The Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road Corporation, re- 
spectfully 

REPORT; 

That during the past year the passenger and freight trains of cars 
have run regularly between Boston and Worcester. 

There has been, within the year, no loss of a regular trip of the pas- 
senger train arising from obstructions by snow or any other cause. 
There have been several instances of detention of the trains by snow 
storms or accidents, but of the 1366 trips, eight only have occupied 
more than four hours. 

There has been no accident which has caused any personal injury to 
any passenger on the rail-road, either within the past year, or since the 
opening of the road. 

Some small expenditures hav« been made within the year, in the 
erection and completion of buildings at the freight depot in Boston, and 
also in improving and securing some parts of the Road. 

The whole amount of capital stock paid in, it C 1,700,000 00 

The expenditures within, the year, exclusive of the amount 

charged to the cooftruetkn of thsvotd, amounted to 85^73 97 

viz: 
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For repairs of engines and cars, 815,672 24 

'• repairs of road, 12,52135 

** fuel used in engines, 12,854 28 

** oil and tallow for engines and cars, 1,085 82 

'' clearing road of snow, 43 96 
" salaries and wages of officers, agents, 
and laborers of every description, taxes, 

insurance, and all otber expenses, 42,495 32 

Tbe receipts of income from January 1 , 1838, to January 

1, 1839, amounted to 8212,325 03 

viz: 

For passengers, 8 1 1 2,0^^ 43 

^* freight, hauling gravel and mail, 94,827 31 

'' rents and storage, 5,465 29 

The amount of dividends declared within the year, was 8102,000 00 
viz: 

July 1, 1838, 3 per cent., 851,000 00 

January 1, 1839, 3 per cent., ^ 51,000 00 

Before declaring the last dividend, the directors reserved for deterio- 
ration of perishable materials in the road, and depreciation of engines 
and cars, beyond the repairs, the sum of 815,000. 

NATHAN HALE, 
DANIEL DENNY, 
ELIPHALET WILLIAMS, 
J^ATH'L HAMMOND, 
WM. STURGIS. 

Boston, January 17, 1839. 



Suffolk ss. January 17, 1839. 

Sworn to, before me, 

OEOaOE MORET, Justiec of the Ptau. 



THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



CHARLESTOWN BRANCH 

RAIL-ROAD COMPANY. 



To the Honorable Senate and Hou^e of Representatives of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts y in General Court assembled : 

The Directors of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, do here- 
by, respectfully, make their Third Annual Report of their acts and 
doings, receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation : 

During the past year, the road has been completed from the junction 
with the Boston and Lowell Rail-road to Gray's Wharf, so called, in 
Charlestown, and the location from Gray's Wharf to Swett's Wharf, 
being the whole line of the road, has been filed with the commissioners 
for the county of Middlesex. 

By a statement of the treasurer, made up to the 1st instant, it ap- 
pears that the receipts of the company have been, — 

From assessments, ¥50,125 00 

loan, 5,000 00 



(( 



Total, $55,125 00 



The expenditures to the same date, as appears by said statement, 
have been, — 

For engineering, surveying and other expenses, $2,600 03 

'' land purchased, $1,618 00 

" damages for land taken, 2,000 67 3,625 67 

" construction of road, 47,496 49 

Total, $53,722 19 
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In compliance with the fifth section of the act passed on 19th April, 
1837, the directors further report : 

The total amoont of receipts from the date of the last annual report 
to 1st instant, — 

From assessments, ' $29,825 00 

" loan, 6,000 00 



Total, $34,825 00 

The total amount of expenditures the same period ^ — 

For miscellaneous expenses, $1,008 43 

" damages for land taken, 2,007 67 

" construction of the road, 30,671 83 

Total, $33,687 93 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES THOMPSON, 
THOMAS C. SMITH, 
ABIJAH GOODRIDG£> 
EBEN'R BARKER, 
S. VARNEY. 

Charlestown, Jan, 12, 1839. 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Middlesex ss. Charlestown^ January 12//i, 1839. 

Personally appeared the abovenamed Charles Thompson, Thomas C. 
Smith, Abijah Goodridge, Ebenezer Barker, and Shadrach Varney, 
directors of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Corporation, and sever- 
ally made oath, that the aforegoing report, by them respectively sub- 
scribed, is true, according to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

' Before me, 

WM. W YM an, Justice of the Peace. 



tHlftD ANNUAL REPORT 



Ot THB 



EASTERN RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massaehu" 

setts : 



The Directors of the Eastern Rail-road Company do hereby respect- 
fully make their Third Annual Report of their acts and doings, 
receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation. 

At the date of their last report about twelve miles of the road be- 
tween Boston and Salem was mostly graded, and the bridges, culverts 
and other superstructures, on this part of the road nearly completed, 
and the iron rails and chairs, and other materials for the superstruc-' 
ture or railway, for the whole distance from Boston to Salem contract- 
ed for, and excepting the iron, mostly delivered. 

The timely aid of the credit of the state, granted by the munifi- 
cence and enlightened policy of the Legislature of the last year, to the 
amount of ¥90,000, enabled the Directors, on the opening of the 
spring, notwithstanding the embarrassed state of the business of the 
country to proceed vigorously in the completion of the road, and it 
was confidently expected th^t it would have been opened early in July 
— an unexpected delay in the arrival of the iron rails and chairs dis- 
appointed this expectation, and the road was not opened until the 
latter part of the ensuing month. 

On the 27th of August, the road was experimentally opened, and 
the stockholders and invited guests transported over it. 

On the 28th, the road was opened for public travel, since which 
time, however, considerable additional work has been done in finishing 
the road*way, principally in cutting the side ditches, and other works 

4 
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for the effectual drainiDg of the cats, and in widening in some cases 
the embankments^ and in covering exposed parts of the marsh 
embankments with rubble, and in laying down additional turn outs, 
switches, &.c. So that the directors believe the road to be in an ex- 
cellent condition. 

Allusion was made in the last annual report to the selection of the 
form of rail and chair, which provides for a greater elevation of the 
rail above the road bed, than has been usual in other roads. The ex- 
periment thus far has been very successful, the rail has proved to stand 
very firm, and the chairs have resisted the shocks of the engines and 
trains without failure, except in a very few instances. Considerable 
advantage is also anticipated from the greater elevation of the rail in 
case of deep snows, although from the favorable state of the winter, in 
this respect, thus far this advantage has not been tested. 

The directors consider this a proper opportunity to express their 
conviction of the enlightened policy of former legislatures of the Com- 
monwealth, in granting the credit of the state in aid of individual en- 
terprise, in carrying on and completing the great chain of internal im- 
provement, in the state of which the Eastern Rail-road forms in their 
opinion an important link. Commencing as it does upon the naviga- 
ble tide waters of Boston harbor, below all bridges or other obstruc- 
tions, and united by said waters with the depot of the great Western 
Rail-road, at the South Cove, and passing in its course directly upon 
the tide waters of the harbors at Lynn, at Salem, at Beverly, at Rowley, 
at Parker's river, and at Newburyport, and on its way near to the 
harbor of Ipswich ; and after passing the Merrimack, when it shall be 
continued according to the original intention of its projectors, and of 
the Legislature, who granted the charter, coming upon the deep and 
navigable waters of the Piscataqua, always accessible to steamboat 
navigation from the far East, it is destined to form through its whole 
length, the important channel of communication between the great 
Western Rail-road, and the extensive and fast improving East. 

There is also another and important fact connected with the Eastern 
Rail-road, which the directors believe adds much to its importance as 
a great public work, which is the density of the population immediate- 
ly along its line. This circumstance alone, according to the expe- 
rience already had on other rail-roads, similarly situated, will, it is 
believed, ensure it an ample income. Wherever there are large masses 
of population whose occupation leads them to travel, increased facility 
for travelling acts as a stimulus to the increase of communication, to a 
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degree not anticipated even by the most sanguine, and such has been 
the result on the Eastern Rail-road, so far as it has been completed. 
And the directors feel justified in expressing the opinion, that it has 
rarely, if ever, happened that so great an amount of public convenience 
has resulted from the completion of a line of rail-road communication, 
as has resulted in the opening of the road between Salem and Boston. 

An act was passed by the Legislature on the day of April, 1837, 
extending the time for the completion of the road below Salem, for 
five years from the 30th of Sept. 1840, and soon after the opening of 
the road to Salem it became a question, whether the company should 
avail themselves of this extension, and delay the work upon that part of 
the road. To determine this question a very full meeting of the 
stockholders was held at Salem, on the 22d September last. At this 
meeting, the question was very fully considered, and the following re- 
solves, proposed in a report of the directors were adopted with great 
unanimity, viz : 

Resolved, That the Eastern Rail-road Company are pledged in good 
faith to go on and complete their rail-road as far as Newburyport. 

Resolved, That the present time is the best time to proceed with the 
work of the road to its completion. 

Resolved, That it is the wish of the stockholders, that the directors 
proceed with all the despatch consistent with due economy, to construct 
and complete the road, to Newburyport. 

Resolved, That whenever satisfactory assurances are given that the 
rail-road from Portsmouth to the Massachusetts line will be built, 
the directors be requested forthwith to put the road from Newburyport 
to the line of the State under contract. 

Under these resolves, proposals were issued for the work of grading 
bridging and masonry upon the line from Salem to Newburyport, and 
contracts have been entered into for nearly all this work, at prices with- 
in the estimates of the engineer, with persons who, it is believed, are 
amply competent to complete their contracts. Under these contracts, 
the work is progressing with all the despatch consistent with due econ- 
omy, and it is eiq>ected, that it will be completed and the road bed be 
ready for the superstructure or railway within the present year. 

From a statement of the accounts of the treasurer, exhibited by that 
officer, it appears, that the cost of the road, as per his books, posted to 
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Dec. 3l8ty 1838y including expenditures eastward of Sdem, and cost 
of surplus lands, has been as follows, viz : 



Preliminary survey, 

Engineering account, . * . 

Expense account, • . ' 

Purchase at Lewis' wharf, . 

Land damages and fencing, 

Salaries, . . • • . 

Depot wharves at East Boston, . 

Depot at Salem, .... 

Cars and engines. 

Grading, bridges, railway. East Boston Ferry, l&o.» 



f 6,570 59 
28,915 77 

7,322 75 
23,215 84 
34,506 60 
12'062 98 
69,648 50 

8,340 3S 
51,840 95 

589,478 94 
$831,903 30 



And the receipts have been as follows, viz : 

Received from the State of Massachusetts, 
Interest account and premium on State scrip, 
From assessments. 



$290,000 00 

3,549 36 

A70fi7S 00 

$764,124 36 



From a report of the superintendent exhibited by that officer, it ap- 
pears, that the income arising from the business of the road, since it 
was opened up to the 31st Dec. 1838, has been as follows, viz : 

Income from passengers, — 
From Boston to Salem, 26,157i tickets sold, at 50 cts. $13,078 75 



do. 2d class, 635 
Boston to Lynn and 

Marblehead, 11,303 

do. do. 2d class, 109 

Salem to Boston, 25,748 

do. 2d class, 175 

Salem to Lynn, 4,614 

Lynn to Boston, 9,787i 

do. 2d class, 24 

Lynn to Salem, 4,493i 



it 



STi 



H 



238 12 



<l 


31 « 


8,608 98 


M 


S5 « 


37 96 


CI 


60 " 


19,874 00 


M 


8TJ« 


65 08 


4( 


95 « 


1,153 60 


it 


31 " 


3,039 87 


M 


96 " 


6 00 


It 


36 " 


1,138 ST 
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From MarUfehead to BostOB, 1,723 tickets sold, at 31 cts., fS34 13 

" do. 2d class, 16 " 25 " 4 00 

'< Marblehead to Salem, Hi " 25 " 6 00 

Way passengers, received 

firom them, $1,510 91 

which sum averaged, 

equals, 3,595 '' 42 57.1Q0Q 1510 91 

Military companies, rec'd 

from them 1263 91 which 

sum averaged, is equal to 628 " 4257-1000 263 91 



89,032i " $37,422 36 

And that the current expenditures arising from the business of tbe 
road for one hundred and eight running days, from the opening of the 
road to Dec. 31, 1838, inclusive, (Sundays being excluded,) have been 
as follows, viz : 

Repairs on the road, ..... f 1,795 20 

'^ of engines and cars, and work done in machine 

shop, . . i . 1,925 88 

Fuel, 3,154 76 

Salaries, wages and other expenses, including ferriages, 10,942 35 

f 17,818 19 



The whole income of the road has arisen from the carrying of pas- 
sengers and their baggage, no merchandise trains having yet been run. 

The -foregoing account is made up to December 31st, 1838. Since 
that time, up to this time, January 18, 1839, 11,069 passengers have 
been carried, making a total since the opening of the road, of 100,101 
passengers. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

GEO. PEABODY, 
ROBERT G. SHAW, 
AMOS BINNEY, 
FRANCIS J. OLIVER, 
STEPHEN A. CHASE, 
DANIEL ADAMS, 3d, 
B. T. REED, 
L. THORNDIKE, 
ISAIAH BREED, 

Boston, January 18, 1839. Directors 
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Suffolk/ ss. Boston, January ISik, 1839. 

Then Robert G. Shaw, Amos Binney, F. J. Oliyer, Daniel Adams, 
3d, B. T. Reed, L. Thomdike, and I. Breed, appeared and severally 
made oath, and Stephen A. Chase affirmed, that the statement afore- 
said was true, according to the best of their knowledge and belief 

Before me, 

WM. FETTYPLACE, JuMu of the Peace, 



Essex ss. January 19, 1839. 

George Peabodj, above named, makes oath that the foregoing state- 
ment by him subscribed, is, to the best of his knowledge and belief, true. 

Before me, 

NATH'L J. LORD, Justice of the Peace. 



THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THX 



NASHUA AND LOWELL 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation re- 
spectfully submit this, their Uiird Annual Report of their acts and 
doings, receipts and expenditures under their charter of incorpora- 
tion. 



Since our last annual report, the work upon the road has been 
steadily progressing, notwithstanding the many pecuniary difficulties of 
the times, and on the eighth day of October last, the road was opened 
for the transportation of passengers to a temporary depot within about 
three-fourths of a mile of the terminus at Nashua. Since that time, 
the' track has been completed, and on the twenty-fifth day of Decem- 
ber, the permanent depot was prepared and the road opened through 
its whole extent. The road, however, is not fully completed, nor the 
arrangements for freight and passengers perfected, so that neither the 
total cost of the construction of the road, nor its present receipts and 
expenditures can now be given. 

The following statement will exhibit a correct view of the financial 
affairs of the corporation, as they now appear from the books of the 
Treasurer, in those particulars required to be specified in the annual 
report. 
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The Receipts have been as follows : — 

Amount received for tftock to date, . f296^5 21 

for interest, d&c, . 2,991 85 

'* on loan of State seripi 50,000 00 

on other loans. . 17,823 55 



it 

U it 



u it 



$307,090 61 
for transportation of passengers, from 

October 8th to January 1, 1839. . 6,114 21 
Total Receipts to date, .... $313,204 82 

The Expenditures have been as follows : — 

Ammint p^ for laod and feaciag, #42^558 30 

" '* for grading and bridging, 95,534 14 

<' ''for superstructure and rails, 91,898 11 

** " for depots and fixtures, 7,775 64 

" '' for engineering and expenses, 16,589 76 

** « for engines and cars, 25,583 49 

W79,93d 44 

** ** for transportation of freight 

and passengers, (9807 64 

being for fuel,) . 4,185 34 

" " for repairs of road, , . . 645 33 

'' '' for repairs of engines and cars, 282 15 

5,112 82 



Total Expenditures to date, . $285,052 26 

It will be observed, that the above statement contains the expendi' 
tures up to this date, and the receipts to the first day of January only. 
Since that day there has accrued for the transportation of passengers 
and freight, a further sum estimated a^ follows : 

Amount accrued from passengers from January 1, to 

January 22, about $1,400 00 

for freight from November 23, to date, 1,325 00 

$2,725 00 



« €( 
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Up to December fifteenth, an arrangement existed with the Boston 
and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, by which they were to do all the 
tran&9>optation, and receive one half of the gross receipts, until our eo* 
gines and cars were in readiness for use. The amount so paid is in* 
eluded in the above statement. Since the road was opened, about 
18,000 passengers have passed over it, being an average of more than 
60,000 yearly. This number greatly exceeds the estimates heretofore 
offered by us, although the trarel during the last three months has 
been less than the average of the year. The freight cars commenced 
running November twenty-third, and, although not in full operation, on 
account of the season, want of depot, and suitable accommodations, 
and other embarrassments, the freight now averages about thirty-five 
tons per day. Application has been made to your honorable body, to 
'fix the rate of tolls to be paid by us for the use of the Boston and Low- 
ell Rail-road, by which it is expected, that some inconveniences under 
which we now labor may be remedied, the amount of transportation 
much increased, and the public greatly benefited. 

Not a share of the stock of the corporation has yet been sold for the 
non-payment of assessment^, and the whole amount now due on the 
shares of delinquent stockholders is only about $3,600. 

The cars now run in connexion with the trains upon the Boston 
and Lowell Rail-road, making three trips each way daily for passen- 
gers, and one trip each way daily for freight. No accident to the pas- 
senger cars or passengers has occured since the evening of the road. 

Pursuant to the provisions of the act of your honorable body at the 
last session, to aid in the construction of this road, scrip or certificates 
have been received by the Treasurer of this Corporation from the 
Treasurer of the Commonwealth, to the amount oi fifty thousand dol- 
lars. Being desirous of repaying the amount before the expiration of 
the period limited, we have thought it advisable not to make a sale of 
the bonds, but to borrow money upon their pledge, which has been 
done accordingly. 

The road is not in such a state of completion at present, as to ren- 
der a compliance with the requirements of the act of April 19, 1837, 
practicable on our part. We indulge the hope however, that it may 
be effected, as well as the apportionment of the cost of construction of 
the separate portions of the road lying within the two States, (commis- 
sioners for that purpose having been appointed in both States,) at some 
period during your present session. 

5 
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The act passed by your honorable body at its last session, and r&- 
enacted by the Legislature of New Hampshire, at its session in June 
last, authorizing the union of the two corporations in New Hampshire 
and Massachusetts, known by the name of the Nashua and Lowell 
Rail*road Corporation, in one body corporate, has been duly accepted, 
and such union effected. The act of your honorable body extending 
the time for the completion of our road, for the period of one year 
from the first day September last, has also been accepted. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

DANIEL ABBOT, 
JESSE BOWERS, 
PETER CLARK, 
ADIN HOLBROOK, 
JOSEPH GREELY, 
C. H. ATHERTON, 
HENRY UPHAM, 
January 23, 1839. Directors. 



Hillsborough ss. Nashua, January 23, 1839. 

Then personally appeared Daniel Abbott, Peter Clark, Jesse Bow- 
ers, Adin Holbrook, and Joseph Greely, directors of the Nashua and 
Lowell Rail-road Corporation, and severally made oath, that the state- 
ment aforesaid, was substantially true according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief 

Before me, 

CHARLES J. FOX, JusHct of the Peace. 



Suffolk ss. Boston, January 24, 1839. 

Then personally appeared C. H. Atherton and Henry Upham, direc- 
tors of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, and severally 
made oath that the statement aforesaid, was substantially true accord- 
ing to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

FRANCIS WELCH; Justice of the Peace, 



THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



NORWICH AND WORCESTER 

RAIL-ROAD COMPANY. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of RepresentcUives of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, now in session : 

The Directors of the Norwich and Worcester Riiil-road Company re- 
spectfully present their Third Annual Report, as follows : 

Since their last annual report, the work upon the graduation, mason- 
ry and bridges of the rail-road has proceeded without interruption, and 
the road is entirely graded for the whole distance from Norwich to 
Worcester, with the exception of a few hundred feet, which will be fin- 
ished at a small expense, in about a month from this time. The amount 
of funds received into the treasury of the company from all sources, up 
to the 31st Dec. 1838, as appears by the books of the treasurer, amount 
to the sum of seven hundred eighty-three thousand six hundred and 
seventeen dollars ; and the whole amount expended up to the same date 
is seven hundred forty-two thousand, six hundred sixty-seven dollars 
forty-one three-fourths cents. 

The company have adopted an edge rail of fifty-four and one half 
pounds weight per yard, with a chair of approved construction. 

A contract has been perfected for the iron for the entire rail-road, to 
be delivered as soon as it can be manufactured and shipped to this 
country. 

With the exception of one or two miles, contracts have been made 
for the delivery of the timber during this winter and spring, and unless 
there is some delay not anticipated in the manufacture or delivery of 
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the iron from Europe, the road will be in operation for the whole dis- 
tance in the ensuing autumn. 

The timber adopted for the superstructure are sleepers of white oak, 
chesnut or cedar, seven feet long, faced on two parallel sides to a width 
of five inches, and to measure not less than six inches in depth or 
thickness, the ends to be cut square and the bark removed. The sills 
of chesnut, hemlock or pine, eight by four inches, in lengths of eigh- 
teen feet or upwards. Under pieces of the saihe eight by four inches. 

On such portions of the road, where the soil was not good, it has 
been removed and gravel put on to the depth of about two feet. 

The connexion of the rail-road with the Boston and Worcester Rail- 
road, at Worcester, will be convenient to both corporations ; and will 
be so luranged, that the cars may readily pass from one road to the 
other ; and at Norwich, the depot is at the steamboat wharf, and will 
be so constructed as to facilitate the transhipment of goods and passen- 
gers between the cars and the steamboat. 

The act uniting the corporations in the states of Massachusetts and 
Connecticut requires that the accounts of the company shall be annual- 
ly examined by the commissioners ^»pointed by the govemora of the 
states. Accompanying this report, and constituting a part of it, is 
the report of the commissioners on this subject. 

It is, perhaps, proper to remark, that the directors have increased 
•Gonfkleoce in the value of this rail-road as a public work, as well as a 
private enterprise. They are persuaded, that the business which they 
have in their previous reports anticipated, has not been over-estimated. 

That it will furnish a desirable route between Boston and New York, 
will afford important advantages to a densely populated and manufac- 
turing section of country, and will afford a mutual benefit to city and 
country, by restoring, in no small degree, to the city of Boston the bu- 
siness from Connecticut, which has been for many years withdrawn. 

From the small amount of work to be done on the masonry, Inridges 
and dressing the road-bed, the directors are enabled to estimate with 
ccmsiderable accuracy, that the expenses for the graduati<m, masonry, 
and bridges, for the entire rail-road, will be $526,545 85, being for 
fifly-eight and one-half, (the length of the road,) $9,000 78 per mile. 

The following statement, by the engineers of the company, presents 
an estimate of the expenditures and receipts of the company for ooe 
year afler it is in full operation. 

The estimate of expenses is deemed too high ; aft the saine time, it is 
believed that the calctdations of the probable bttsineMeiidwroad is Iqr 
no means overstated. 
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Estimate of the annual expenses, renewals, repairs, d&c., on the Nor- 
wich and Worcester Rail-road : 

1 Superintendent, ..... 92,000 00 

2 Masters of transportation,, at . $1,200 2,400 00 
2 Clerks, at . . . .800 1,600 00 

50 Depot laborers and brakemen, at • 350 17,500 00 

8 Attendants at way depots and ticket offices, at 500 4,000 00 

2 Termini ticket office clerks, at . .800 1,600 00 

3 Conductors, at . . . 800 2,400 00 

5 Enginemen, at . « . .700 3,500 00 

6 Firemen, at . . . 350 1,750 00 

78 men. 

Secretary, treasurer, and other officers, say, . 5,000 00 

Office expenses, advertising, &c., 2,000 00 

$43,750 00 

Depreciations, renewals, and repairs of engines, cars, 

buildings, &c., $125,000, at 20 per cent., . 25,000 00 

Repair of road, renewals, &c., 60 miles, at $350, 21,000 00 

Fuel and oil, . . . 20,000 00 



Estimated annual receipts : 

Say, 60 Boston and New York passengers each 

way, per day, equal to 120 passengers, at $2, $240 00 

Say, Worcester and way travel, equal to 60 
passengers over the road each way per day, 
or 120 passengers, at $2,50, 300 00 

Say 50 tons of freight, each way, per day, equal 

to 100 tons, at $3,50, . . 350 00 

$890 00 



$109,750 00 



Receipts per year, 313 days, at $890,00 per day, . $278,570 00 

Deduct annual expenses, . . 109,750 00 

Balance, . . . . . $168,820 00 

Eq«al to Hi per cent on one and a half million of dollars capital. Three 



u/« 



38 NORWICH AND WORCESTER RAILROAD. 

times the amoant of business estimated would add very little to the an- 
nual expenses. 

AH which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN A. ROCKWELL, 
JNO. BREED, 
J. G. W. TRUMBULL, 
RUSSELL HUBBARD, 
A. F. OILMAN, 
THOMAS ROBINSON, 
G. S. PERKINS, 

Diredors. 
Norwich, January 31, 1839. 



New London County ss. February dth, 1839. 

Sworn to, before me, 

GEORGE PERKINS, Justice of the Peace. 



Suffolk ss. City of Boston, February 12, 1839. 

Personally appeared George L. Perkins, Esq., and made oath, that 
the foregoing report is true, according to his best knowledge and belief 

Before me, 

WILLIAM STEPHENSON, JusHce of the Peau. 
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We, the subscribers, commissioners of the Norwich and Worcester 
Rail-road Company, appointed by the governors of the states of Mas- 
sachusetts and Connecticut, having examined the foregoing, believe it 
to be correct, and approve of the same. 

JOHN DE WITT, 

Commissioner for the State of Connecticut, 

CHARLES HUDSON, 
Commissioner for the State of Massachusetts, 



At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Norvtrich and Worcester 
Rail-road Company, at Worcester, in the Commonvrealth of Massachu- 
setts, on the 31st day of January, 1839, for the purpose of investigating 
the accounts and expenditures of said company, and for deciding what 
snms of expenditures made by said company are applicable to that part 
of said road lying in the state of Connecticut, and also what part is 
chargeable to that part of said road lying in the state of Massachusetts. 

And having examined the accounts of said company, we do find that 
since the last settlement of the accounts of said company, which were 
brought up to Dec. 1st, A.. D.1837, up to the 31st Dec. A. D. 1838, em- 
bracing a period of thirteen months, there has been expended by said 
company, in the engineer department, $12,367 85, of which sum we ap- 
portion to that part of the rail-road lying in the State of Connecticut, 
the sum of $8,245 23 ; and to the portion lying in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, $4,122 62. In the carriage department, for cars, &c., there 
has been expendedjthe sum of $2,189 14; of which, we put to Connecti- 
cut, $1,459 43 ; and to Massachusetts, $729 71. For salaries, the sum of 
95,872 49^ ; of which, to Connecticut, $3,915 OOj, and to Massachu- 
setts, $1,957 49. For contingent expenses, the sum of $3,424 73; of 
which, to Connecticut, $2,283 15; to Massachusetts, $1,141 58. For 
office expenses, $737 82 ; of which, to Connecticut, $491 88 ; to Mas- 
sachusetts, $245 94. And we find, by the books of said corporation, 
that there has been expended for real estate and land damages in Con- '' 
necticut, $45,198 22 ; for graduation, masonry and bridges in Con- 
necticut, $102,607 38|. For real estate and land damages in Massa- 
chusetts, $23,963 42 ; for graduation, masonry and bridges in Massa- 
chusetts, $69,180 19, making the sum total expended by said compa- 
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ny, during the above period of thirteen months in Connecticut, to be 
$164,200 20i; in Massachusetts, $101,340 95, making a total expen- 
diture, during said period, of $265,541 24i. 

To which, if be added the sums expended as by our last annu- 
al report, viz: in Massachusetts, $115,276 89; in Connecticut, 
$361,849 28i, will show a total amount as expended by said compa- 
ny, up to the 31st Dec. A. D., 1838, of $742,667 41i. 

Said Commissioners also find, upon examination of the books of 
said company, said corporation have kept distinct and separate accounts 
of the expenditures in Coi^necticut and Massachusetts respectively, 
agreeably to the acts of said states, creating the present Norwich and 
Worcester Rail-road Company. 

All which is respectfully submitted^ by 

CHARLJE29 HUDSON, 

Commissioner for the State of Massachusetts. 

JOHN DE WITT, 

Commissioner for the State of Connecticut, 

Worcester, Jan. 31, 1839. 



THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 



or TBI 



SEEKONK BEANCH E AIL-ROAD COMPANY 



To the Honorable General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
begun and holden at Boston on the 1st Wednesday of Januarif, A, D,, 
1899: 

The Directors of the Seekonk Branch Rail-road Company respectfally 
report their acts and doings during the preceding year. 

They have received the sum of ... $19,993 09 

They have expended the sum of . $21,235 06 

The surplus of expenditure, and about three thousand dollars of the 
receipts, have been furnished by two of the building committee, and the 
remainder has been furnished by the share holders of the company. 



All which is respectfully submitted. 



TRISTAM BURGES, 
JOHN W. RICHMOND, 
MOSES GUILD, 
JONATHAN BUSS, 



Directors, 



n 
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CiTT OF Protidence 88. JaMuory 24, 1899. 

Then appeared Tristam Surges, John W. Richmond, and Moses 
Guild, and severally made oath, that the foregoing statement was true, 
according to the best of their knowledge and belief 

Before me, 

WALTER S. BURGES, Justice qftke Peau, 



The other director, Richard J. Arnold, being absent in the state of 
Georgia, his attestation is not annexed. 



FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF TBE 



TAUNTON BRANCH R. ROAD CORPORATION, 



To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation do hereby 
make the Fourth Annual Report of their acts and doings, receipts 
and expenditures. 

On June 5, 1838, a new contract was entered into between this 
corporation and the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation, by 
which it is provided, that the passenger and merchandise cars of this 
corporation shall be transported, between the junction of the two rail- 
roads, at Mansfield, and Boston and Providence, respectively, by the 
locomotives of the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation ; and 
that the latter corporation shall be entitled to receive the sum of fifty 
cents for each passenger, and the sum of one dollar for every ton of 
merchandise. This contract is to be in force for three years. 

The total amount of capital paid in, is . . . . $249,825 00 



The expenditures during the year ending November 30, 
1838, have been as follows :~ 
Repairs on the rail-road, . 91,799 09 

Repairs on the engines and cars, . . 986 36 

Miscellaneous expenses, including the amount paid to 
the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation 
for their proportion of the receipts, the cost of 
fencing the rail-road, interest, &c. . 32,180 60 

Total amount of expenditures, 934,966 05 
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The receipts during the year ending NoTember 30, 18S8, faaye 
been as follows : — 

Amount of capital paid in, 921,600 00 

Amount received for the transportation of passengers, 92,860 62 

" " " " merchandise, 12,876 78 

*' of other miscellaneous receipts, 2,9^ 59 

Total amount of receipts, .... 970,336 09 

Two diyidends of three per cent, and two per cent, respectively, 
have been made in the course of the year, amounting, in the aggregate^ 
to the sum of $12,500. 



All which is respectfully submitted. 



Boston, Dec. 11, 1838. 



THO. B. WALES, 
JNO. F. LORING, 
WM. A. CROCKER, 
SAM. FROTfflNGHAM, 

Directors. 



Suffolk, ss. December 11, 1838. 

Then personally appeared the above named T. B. Wales, Jno. F. 
Loring, W. A. Crocker, and S. Frothingham, and made oath that the 
above report was true, according to the best of their knowledge and 
belief. Before me, 

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace. 



THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



WESTERN RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable the Senate and House oj Representatives of the Com' 

monwealth of Massachusetts : 

In presenting to the Legislature their tMrd Annaal Report, the Di- 
rectors of the Western Rail-road Corporation deem it due to the 
Commonwealth, as a principal stockholder, and a guarantor of the 
credit of the corporation, to exhibit a detailed account of their opera- 
tions during the past year, — of the present condition of the work 
which they have in charge, — and the prospects of its future advance- 
ment. 

At the date of the last Report, the whole line of the road, eastward of 
Connecticut river, a distance of 54 miles, had, (with the exception of 
about two miles adjoining the river,) been put under contract for 
grading ; the graduation of 27 miles of the lighter part of it had been 
completed; and the work was in progress upon the remaining 25 
miles. 

An opinion was then expressed, that, should no unfortunate obstacle 
interpose to delay, the whole of this part of the line would be graded 
and ready for the superstructure, by the spring of 1839. 

Soon afler that time, the two miles adjoining the river were put un- 
der contract, and the work of graduation upon all the unfinished sec- 
tions, has since been vigorously prosecuted. At the present time there 
are about 52 miles fully graded ; and, excepting at four points upon the 
line, the grading is already nearly finished. The excepted points are, 
at New Worcester — at the summit in Charlton — at Twelve Mile 
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Brook, in Wilbraham, an4 on the sections near Connecticut river. At 
all these places, excepting at the Charlton summit, for six or eight 
months prior to the grant by the last Legislature, the work was much 
retarded by the uncertainty which existed, whether funds would be 
provided for the prosecution of the enterprise. They are now, how- 
ever, so much advanced as to justify the belief, that they will be ready 
for the rails in the month of May next. The lighter intermediate 
sections, upon portions of which the grading is yet unfinished, may 
easily be completed during the winter. 

Of the masonry, little remains to be done, excepting the construc- 
tion of a few road bridges, and these will be forwarded at an early day. 

The rail-road bridges upon this part of the line were contracted for 
in May last. About half of them are constructed, and the materials 
for the residue are delivered, and they are now in preparation. 

The tables and schedules annexed hereto will exhibit, more in de- 
tail, the quantity of work which had been done east of the river, up to 
the 30th of November, 1838, and that which then remained to be done. 
These embrace the quantity of earth, loose rock and solid rock exca- 
vated and remaining to be excavated ; the masonry and bridging exe- 
cuted and remaining to be ^done ; the number of rail-road bridges, 
road bridges and culverts ; and schedules of the grades, curves, and of 
some of the larger cuttings and embankments ; with a specification of 
the distances, by the road, between some prominent known points. 

The attention of the- Board has been seasonably directed to provid- 
ing materials for the superstructure of the road east of the river. They 
have adopted the edge rail of the T pattern, weighing about 56 1-2 
pounds to the yard. This is laid upon transverse sleepers of 7 inches, 
placed three feet apart from centre to centre ; and these have their 
bearings, under the rail, upon longitudinal sills 8 inches by 3, which 
are wholly imbedded on a road-way of gravel or sand. 

The timber for the superstructure has all been contracted for, and 
that for about 38 miles is already delivered. The residue will be re- 
ceived in season for early operations in the coming spring. 

The Iron for about 17 miles of the road was purchased early the 
past year, — it has arrived and is principally delivered on the line; 
and that for the residue is contracted for, with orders for its shipment 
in season for the spring and summer operations. 

In the mean time, about six miles of the track have been laid, ready 
for use, commencing 2 1-2 miles from Connecticut river and extend- 
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ing eastward. The laying of the residue of the rails will be conif- 
menced in the spring, and completed at the earliest practicable period. 

The Engines and Cars necessary to put this part of the road in full 
operation, are under contract, — the former to be built at Lowell, and 
the latter at Worcester and Springfield ,* and it is belieyed they will be 
fiilly equal to any now in use in the country. 

Suitable and conyenient Depot Lands for the Stations have been se- 
cured at Worcester, Charlton, South Brookfield, West Brookfield, 
Warren, Palmer, Wilbraham and Springfield, and negotiations are in 
progress for lands for the same purpose, in the village of ClappTiUe. 
These are all the points at which the Directors have, as yet, decided 
to locate the stations — ^thus providing for the trains to stop seven tiipes 
between Worcester and Connecticut river, a distance of 54 miles. 
These lands have all been procured at the inconsiderable expense 
of $4200. 

The\Damages for Land and Fencing, for the road way, have all been 
settled, with the exception of less than one mile at different intervals. 
And the few remaining claims are liquidated by agreement, or by adju- 
dications of the county commissioners. The average cost, exclusive 
of half a mile in Worcester village, was formerly estimated at $1240; 
and it proves to be about $1250 per mile, including all incidental ex- 
penses of commissioners, referees and one jury. The number of 
separate claims thus adjusted, is about 350. ^ 

The directors have not been unmindful of the importance of perse- 
vering effort to open this part of the road for use at an early day. They 
have for some months directed the particular attention of the executive 
officers of the corporation to this object ; and it is believed, no exer- 
tion has been wanting to accomplish it. 

Although a great part of the road has been graded, and contracts have 
been made for the materials for the superstructure, and for the engines 
and cars, yet the undersigned beg leave to remind the friends of the 
enterprise, that much remains to be done, before the road can be effi- 
ciently opened for public use. In addition to the remaining part of the 
grading, masonry and bridging — ^the delivery, preparation, transporta- 
tion, and proper distribution of the iron, plates, spikes, sills and sleepers 
for the superstructure — ^the laying down of 48 miles of track with the 
necessary turnouts — ^the preparation of the Depot grounds — ^the erec- 
tion of the buildings at nine stations — ^the delivery and trial of the 
engines and cars — ^the means for the supply of water at the several sta- 
tions — the erection of signs at the road-crossings— the purchase of fuel 
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for all the stations — and the employment and organization of the various 
subordinate officers required for the moving power, and for superintend- 
ing the business of the road — will demand much time and labor on the 
part of all the officers of the corporation. It must also be borne in 
mind, that, although the various contracts are believed to be made with 
the most responsible men, yet the punctual fulfilment of their engage- 
ments is not within the control of the corporation ; and a failure to 
perform any one of them, may cause serious embarrassment, and a 
delay of the work. It will be recollected, also, that while these various 
branches of labor are in progress, much of the attention of the officers 
must be directed to the whole line of 62.6 miles westward of the ri7er. 

In view of all these considerations, the undersigned think it would 
be hazardous to name, now,' with certainty, any particular date at which 
the road east of Connecticut river will be in successful operation. It 
will be done at the earliest period, consistent with the great object in 
view. And, if no unforeseen obstacle interposes, they flatter them- 
selves, that that event will not be postponed beyond the month of Sep- 
tember next. 

At the time of presenting our last Report, the field-work for the 
location of the road westward of Connecticut river, had just been com- 
pleted, and the maps and estimates were in progress. The line of 
definite location passed through the towns of Westfield, Chester, — 
through the PontO(}^uc valley, to the summit in Washington, and thence 
through Hinsdale, Dalton, Pittsfield and Richmond, to the State boun- 
dary. The order of the Board directing this location, had reserved, 
however, three points for subsequent decision, viz. the direction of the 
lines through the villages of Westfield and Pittsfield, and the western 
termination of the road — either at the Canaan (jap, in West Stock- 
bridge, or at Hatch's Gap, in Richmond. It was then uncertain at 
which of these terminations, the friends of the Albany road would 
prefer to connect with our line. At the presentation of the Report 
upon our final location, it was, however, ascertained, as far as was then 
practicable, that their preferences were for the union at the Canaan 
Gap ; and the Board established their location directly to that point . 
leaving the village of West Stockbridge about one mile south of the 
line. At the same time, the route passing a little north of the Common 
in Pittsfield, was also established. Farther information was required 
respecting the lines through Westfield, and a definite decision will, 
probably, now be made upon them in a few weeks. 
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The act of the last Legislature, in aid of the Corporation, reqaire4 
them, during the year 1838^ to " commence the construction of such 
part of the road, lying between Spring&eld and Pittsfield, as wouM 
require the longest time for its completion; and to prosecute the same 
in such a manner, as to secure the completion of the whole road from 
Spring&eld to the western line of the State, as early as was practicable, 
with a due regard to economy." This provision accorded with the 
judgment and wishes of the Directors ; and in pursuance of it, they, in 
March last, ordered about 34 1-2 miles of the western part of the road 
to be put under contract, extending from near Henry's tavern in Chea- 
ter, to the State line, and including the heaviest part of the work, with 
a provis0, that upon about 1 1 1*2 miles of it, between the village of 
Pttts&eld and the summit in Washington, the work should not com- 
mence, until it should be necessary, in order to ensure its completion 
by the time the more difficult sections should be graded. Under this 
order, the grading upon the remaining 23 miles was commenced in 
June last, and it has been prosecuted with . as much efficiency as was 
practicable, to the present time. About five miles of it are already 
graded. 

The stockholders in the western part of the State were early encour- 
aged, that the part of the road west of Pittsfield, would be put in opar* 
atk>n as soon as the part of the line eastward of Connecticut river. 
And the Board have always been strongly desirous. to fulfil this expeo^ 
tation. The limited means of the treasury, however^ during the latter 
part of the year 1837, and the winter of 1838^ rendered it impossible 
for them to commence that work, without incurring obligations, which 
they had no means of meeting. But as soon as was practicable, after 
funds were provided by the liberality of the last Legislature, that divis- 
ion was let to efficient and responsible contractors, with express obli^ 
gations in the contracts, to complete the grading by the 1st of July, 
183D. And they have ever since been required to keep upon the 
heavier sections of it, as large a force as they could employ, without 
greatly disproportioned expense. And the Directors h^ve^ heretofore 
still indulged the hope, that the whole might be completed by the de- 
sired time. As the work has advanced, however, the character of the 
cuttings upon some of the heavier sections, has proved much more 
difficult than had been anticipated. And the Resident Engineer is 
now of opinion, that there are two of those sections which it will be 
impossible to finish, within the time specified in the contracts. But 

7 
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no exertions will be spared to expedite this work, and to place the 
superstructure upon it, as soon as is praeticable. 

The work upon the 111-2 miles between Pittsfield and the Wash- 
ington summit, will probably be commenced in the coming spring. 

The Division from the summit to near Henry's, in Chester, a dis- 
tance of about 11 1-2 miles through the Pontoosuc valley, embraces 
much very heavy rock excavation, and extensive embankments, with a 
large quantity of expensive and heavy masonry. The two summit 
sections have a long rock-cutting, a part of which is 58 feet deep, and 
two large embankments of 49 and 37 feet in height. The contractors 
for grading these, stipulate to finish them by the 1st of July, 1840; 
but in one contingency, they are to be allowed till the close of that 
year to perform the work. They are now proceeding with it very sat- 
isfactorily. But in the present state of the work no definite opinion 
can be formed, as to the time when it will be completed. The other 
sections of this Division may be graded somewhat within the time 
allowed for those at the summit. 

Thd character of the country between Henry's and Connecticut 
river, being 28 miles, is such, as to need much less time for its gra- 
ding than the summit Division, though there are points in the former 
which may require some 15 months. The Directors, therefore judged 
it impolitic to commence upon it during the past year. But it is 
now their wish to put it under contract soon^ and to begin the work 
in the spring of 1839. 

The time of commencing this work, and the mode of conducting it 
afterwards, may depend somewhat upon the question, whether an at- 
tempt should be made- to open it for use, before, and independently of, 
the heavier summit Division. This question, again, depends upoQ the 
time when the summit sections will probably be graded. And it is sup- 
posed that this point cannot reasonably be ascertained before late in the 
next season, when the character of the rock cutting there, may be more 
clearly developed. If this should then forbid the hope of grading the 
summit sections before the close of 1840, the Directors would, proba- 
bly, desire to have the 28 miles east of Henry's, then so far advanced, 
as to enable them to finish the grading of them in the Summer of 
1840, and to open that part of the line for use in the course of that year. 
If, on the contrary, it should, during the next season, appear, that the 
summit Division might all be prepared for the superstructure, by July, 
1840, it would then be about as much advanced, as the work east of 
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it could well be, and the whole might probably be opened for use at the 
same time. 

In thus setting forth the condition and future prospects of this Road 
it may not be improper to state briefly, the condition of the enterprises 
of a similar character, with which it is proposed hereafter to connect it. 

At its western termination, the Hudson and Berkshire Road has been 
completed and opened for use, within the last year, under prospects of 
business flattering to the friends of it. And that road has been extended 
to the village of West Stockbridge, a distance of 2 3-4 miles within this 
State. 

Within the last month, a very large meeting of the friends of the 
Albany and West Stockbridge Rail-road has been holden at Albany, 
and energetic measures have been adopted to secure theprosecution of 
that work during the year 1839. 

A Rail-road is also now in grading, which is to extend from the 
Sound at Bridgeport, in Connecticut, through the Housatonic valley to 
West Stockbridge. 

One half of the New Haven and Hartford road is now in use, and 
the grading upon all the residue of it is advancing rapidly. Surveys 
are also now in progress for a rail-road from Hartford to Springfield, 
with a view to unite that with the Western road. 

And the friends of the Worcester and Norwich road give strong as- 
surances, that it will be in full operation before the close of 1839. 

Soon after the passage of the act of February 21, 1833, authorizing 
the issuing of the scrip of the State, for two millions, one hundred 
thousand dollars, to aid the construction of the road, the Corporation, 
at an adjournment of their last annual meeting, assented to the provi- 
sions thereof, and they subsequently gave to the Commonwealth the 
security required thereby. And they have since that time made the 
collections upon the assessments due from the private/ Stockholders, 
which were prescribed by that act, to entitle them to receive the whole 
of the scrip thus authorized t-o be issued. 

At the annual meeting of the Corporation in February last, all the 
Stockholders, Directors of the previous year, were re-elected. 

OF THE FINANCES. 

Within the last month, a full report has been made to the Board, 
opon the subject of the Finances, embracing the estimated cost of 
the whole work, — and the whole means provided therefor,— an account 



» WESTERN RAII^ROAD. 

of past expenditures and present resonrces-^-^nd the amoant necessarj 
(or the future. The following is an abstract of that document 

Estimated Cost of the Road. 

First. East of Connecticut river. 

For graduation, masonry, bridging, superstructure, engines, cars, depot 
buildings, and Engineer Department, . . 91,739,163 3Q 

Miscellaneous expenses, including salaries, printing, 
stationary, rent of offices, expenses of Directors 
and Committees and all incidental expenses from 
Jan. 1836, to Dec. 1839, including 98,000 for 
surveys in 1835, ..... 934,652 7^ 

Depot Lands, ..... 4,000 00 

Land damages and fencing 54 miles^ ^ 86,913 10 



Total cost east of the river, .... 91,864,72912 

Second, West of Connecticut River. 

For graduation, masonry, bridging, su- 
perstructure, engines, cars, depot 
buildings, and Engineer Department, 
(the latter to December, 1840,) 92,213,493 47 

Miscellaneous expenses to April 1, 

1841, (including as before,) . 28,497 12 

Land damages, fencing and Depot lands, 84,452 02 

Total cost west of the river, 62.6 miles, . . 2,326,442 61 

Total cost of the Road— 11 6.6 miles, 94,191,171 73 



Resources of the Corporation. 

Six assessments, being 930, on 30,000 
shares and interest available thereon, 
deducting probable losses, . 9910,643 30 

Proceeds of State scrip of 1838, 2,100,000 00 

Total resources, .... 3,010,643 30 



Balance, to be provided for, 91,180,528 43 
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P€^t Expenditures y and Resources for the future. 

On Dec. 1, 183S, there had been expended and paid 1,259,619 11 

Which left of available resources applicable to pay- 
ments after that date, .... 1,751,024 19 

Amount estimated necessary to complete the road 

east of the river and put it in full operation, . 755,027 (oG 



Balance, amount applicable west of the river afler 

Dec. 1, 1838, ..... 1995,996 53 



If the residue of the road west of the river y should be put 
under contract, and the work on the whole, be com- 
menced by the first of March next, and be prosecuted 
in the same manner, as that east of the river has been 
heretofore conducted, viz., by pushing the heavier 
sections, as far as is consistent with a prudent economy, 
and the lighter ones only in such manner, as that the 
whole may be completed together, it is estimated that 
there will be required west of the river, by March 1, 
1840, for graduation, masonry, bridging and engineer 
department for the whole Zine, and for superstructure 
and buildings for stations, bettoeen Pittsfield and the 
State liney the sum of . . 778,770 64 

Leaving on hand, March 1, 1840, . . 217,225 89 

If the whole, including the lighter work, is advanced 
to completion as early as is practicable, consistently 
with economy, there will be required by March 1, 
1840, an expenditure of . . . 898,770 64 

Leaving on hand at that date .... 97,225 89 

Both of these latter estimates are based upon the supposition that the 
contracts to be now made for grading the 28 miles, must be made, on 
condition that the Corporation shall have a right to suspend the work 
in the winter of 1840, if farther funds are not provided for completing 
the same. And it is supposed, that as favorable terms cannot be had 
for such contracts, as would be obtained, if no such contingency were 
to be provided for. 

And it may not be amiss to add, also, that the contracts already 
made for grading the lummit Division, being made when adequate 



1 
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fands were secured , for their completion, may, if those funds are di- 
vested in part to the grading of the 28 miles, be suspended also in 
the winter of 1840, if additional funds are not then provided. 

It should be borne in mind also, that, as before stated, 
the 28 miles east of Henry's, can probably be graded 
ready for the superstructure, by July 1, 1840. And 
to provide against serious delay in opening that part of 
the road, the iron and other materials for the super- 
structure, and the engines and cars should be con- • 
tracted for prior to the 1st of July, 1840. These, upon 
the estimate heretofore made, will cost about . . 9300,000 

And if it should be found that the summit Division can 

« 

also be ready for the rails by July, 1840, provision 
should be made for the superstructure, and the engines 
and cars for the 23 miles between Henry's and Pitts- 
field before January 1, 1840 — which will require about . 250,000 
more. 

Under the act of February last, the Treasurer has re- 
ceived the scrip of the State amounting to the sum of 900,000 00 

Of this, there had been sold in England, at the date 

of the last advices, the amount of . . . ,524,444 44 

at an advance above the par value of from 2 1-2 to 4 
per cent. 

And the Treasurer of the Corporation has paid over to 
the Treasurer of the Commonwealth, the sum of . 55,550 35 
on account of monies received by him, from the pre- 
mium on sales of scrip, and the proceeds of Exchange ; 
to be, by the Treasurer of the Commonwealth, placed 
at interest, as a part of the Sinking Fund, created by 
said act, for the final redemption of the scrip. 

The whole scrip thus far issued, is made payable — both principal and 
interest — at the House of Baring, Brothers &Co., in London, who are 
constituted the agents of the Corporation therefor. 
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The Receipts and Expenditures of the Corporation for the year >ast, 
as stated bj the Treasurer, are as follows, viz. : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance on hand, as per last Report, January. 3, 1838, $09,689 17 
Amount since received on 3d Instalment, 11,875 00 
" " 4th " 6y,870 00 

Amount since received on 5th Instalment, 112,270 00 

6th " . 138,950 00 



« <( 



331,965 OQ 



" for sales of State scrip, 524,444 44 

" Exchange drawn against State 

scrip, . . 202,226 02 



726,670 46 



** on account of Contingent Fund, . 6,115 00 

$1,134,640 13 

EXPENPITURES. 

Amount paid for incidental expenses, 12,420 41 

in Engineer department, 31,184 57 

for Land damages, 67,322 1 1 

Timber lands, 4,642 73 

Construction, including Iron, 659,024 16 

Depot lands, 2,286 00 

Balance of Interest on loan, 3,704 59 

Balance, . . . . *354,055 56 

1,134,640 13 



it 

iC 

<c 

it 
{( 



* The balance consists of the following items : 

Balance of cash account, 262,346 07 

" in hands of William H. Swift, 

Resident Engineer, 6,788 84 

*' in hands of George Bliss, Agent, 1,415 92 

Cash loaned on collateral, 81,000 00 

Notes receivable, 80,158 11 

Less Exchange account or sinking fund, 76,868 05 
** balancedueBaring, Brothers & Co. Liverpool, 785 33 



431,708 94 

77,653 38 
$354,055 56 



66 
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7%eJMotring i» a ttattment of the vihoU eoOeeftOM vptn Iht mx amimmudf 

laid on Ike SUxi, vp to Deeember Sltl, 1836. 



to. of As»ess- 

raent. 


Time when Payabto. 


Amoant of each 
ABiiesvinent. 


Amount collect- 
ed. 


Amoant now 
due. 


Jirst, 


Feb. 1, 1836, 


150,000 


150,000 




Second^ . 


April 15» 1836, 


150,000 


150,000 




Third, 


Jan. 16, 1837, 


150,000 


145,860 


4,140 


Fourth, 


Sept 25, 1837, 


150,000 


143,970 


6,030 


Fifth, 


Nov. 15, 1837, 


150,000 


141,100 


8,900 


Skth, 


June 11, 1838, 


150,000 


139,670 


10,330 


Totals^ 


4 » 


900,000 


870,600 

■ 


29,400 



The undersigned, from their first connexion, with this enterprise as 
Directors, have felt that onerous duties and a heavy responsibility were 
devolved upon them, in the care of so extended a work. In the dis^ 
charge of these duties they have ever been solicitous to watch, vigi^ 
lantly, the expenditure of the funds of the Corporation. The active 
operations, which spread along a line of over 116 miles, necessarily 
require the employment of a considerable number of executive officers, 
directly or indirectly responsible to the Board. Through the agency 
of these officers the work is constructed, and all the disbursements are 
made. And the Board have felt it to be incumbent upon them, from 
tim^ to time, to examine theirs proceedings, scrutinize their accounts, 
ascertain the manner in which their several duties were discharged, 
and personally to inspect their operations^ both in the offices and in 
the field. 

In furtherance of these objects, the Directors, in April last, appointed 
Messrs. Hudson and Walker, two of their number, " a committee with 
instructions to make a personal examination and inspection of the sev- 
eral lines located westward of the river, and of the work upon the line 
of the road, between Worcester and Springfield ; to examine the mode 
of oiaking contracts, and the terms of them, and the manner of their 
fulfilment ; to inquire into the nature and extent of the duties devolving 
upon the agent and his assistant, and upon the engineers and their as- 
sistants, and the manner in which those duties are performed — in- 
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eluding an examination of the mode of doing business, and keeping 
aefiouatai ia the> offloes af the a^nt aod engineers ; to^ inqaire into the 
titles prOiOUFed for the traok of the road, and the mode in whi&h they 
are seoorad, and the propriety of the prices paid therefor ; and, in 
general, to make a thorough inspection of aU the business and aiairs 
of the corporation, connected with the location and construction of 
the road." 

Afler spending several days upon the line and in the offices, in the 
discharge of the various duties assigned to them, the Committee made 
a detailed report to the Directors, which was accepted by them. A 
copy of that report is hereto annexed, for the inspection of those who 
may desire to know the extent of the examination, and the results at 
which the Committee arrived. 

The Directors have now made to the Legislature a full exposition of 
all the concerns of the corporation. The work which they have in 
charge is one of great interest and importance ; and they were there- 
fore desiroosi that information respecting it should be spread freely 
before the community. . It is a public work — a work for posterity — 
one in the success of which the Commonwealth, and all its citizens, 
have a deep and permanent interest. And it was therefore due to the 
people, that its condition, its progress, its future prospects and wants, 
and all its varied relations, should be frankly exhibited tq the repre- 
sentatives of the people. Without their further aid, the work cannot 
be completed. To their care and protection the undersigned com- 
mend it. If the enterprise has merits, they have no doubt that these 
wilt be duly appreciated. If it has wants^ they hav^ entire confidence 
that, they will be provided for. 

Boston, January 1, 1839. THOMAS B. WALES, 

EDMUND DWIGIIT, 
JOHN HE\SHAW, 
JOSIAHQUINCY, Jr. . y^. . 

ROBERT RANTOUL, Jr. f *^^^^^^^^^' 
AMASA WALKER, 
CHARLES HUDSON, 
GEORGE BLISS, 



SC7F7QLK, 8S.-r-jAN. 16, ISSQ. 

Sworn to, before me> 



ELLIS GRAY LORING, Justice nf the Peace. 

8 
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Slatemtnt, esMnUng (he ammtni of EaHhf Loose Rock^ and Solid Ro€k ezoara- 
la/, the number of perdies of Masonry (of 25 cubic fed) laH and the number 
of feet of Bridging compUiedf between Worcester and Connecticut Biver^ on 
the 30ih qf />rovembery 1838. 



No. of Divis- 
ion. 


Earth. 
Cubic Yards. 


Loose Rock. 
Cubic Yards. 


Solid Rock. 
Cubic Yards. 


Masonry. 
Fercbes. 


Bridginf. 
Feet. 


1 


772,196 


4,321 


69,012 


15,894 


270 


2 


545,500 


1,019 


16,025 


9,398 


120 


3 


252,176 


3,638 


1,710 


8,633 


312 


4 


857,555 


7,645 


14^4 


10,128 




Totals, 

1 


2,427,427 

• 


16,623 


101,251 

■ 


44,053 


702 



Note. — On tlie Ist Division, and on a part of the 2d, the contracts were 
made for earth and loose rock together. The quantity of loose rock can- 
not, therefore, be exliibited separately upon the sections which were con- 
tracted for in the above manner. 



Staiementf exhibiiing (he ajnount of Earth, Loose Bodty and Solid RodCy to be 
excavated, the number qf perches of Masonry to be laid, and Utt number offset 
of Bridging to be put up, between Worcester and Connecticut Biver, on 3CA 
November, 1838. 



No. of 
Division. 


Earth. 
Cubic Yards. 


Loose Rock. 
Cubic Yards. 

< 


Solid Rock. 
Cubic Yards. 


Masonry. 
Pe relies. 


Bridging. 
Feet. 


1 

2 
3 

4 


112,800 
12,554 
58,194 

126,307 


900 


0567 

106 

ICOO 

• 


1500 
700 
600 
500 


71 
174 
600 
135 


Totals, 


309,825 


900 


7673 


8300 


980 
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Schedule of GradeSyEast of Connedictxt Biver, 



No. of Planes. 


Inclination per 
mile — ^Feet. 


Length of line on 
ea. Grade — Miles. 


No. of Planes as- 
cending — West. 


No. of Planes descend- 
ing — West. 




5 


Level. 


2,071 








15 


to 10 ft 


11,800 








11 


10 to 20 ft. 


8,317 








6 


20 to 30 ft. 


5,127 








8 


30 to 40 ft. 


11,375 








6 


40 to 50 ft. 


11,545 




V 




1 


5ija 


1,432 








1 


GO ft. 


2,500 








53 


• 


54,167 


22 


26 



Schedtde of Curves, East of Connedicvt River, 



No. of Carves. 


Amoant of Carvatuie — Degrees. 


Leng 


;th of Radias— Feet. 


13 


i degree 


to 


1 degree 


11,459 


to 5730 


22 


1 degree 


to 


2 degrees 


5730 


to S8G5 


21 


2 degrees 


to 


3 degrees 


2865 


to 1910 


4 


3 degrees 


to 


4 degrees 


1910 


to 1432 


1 


— 




5 degrees 


1146 




, 61 







Whole length of straight line— about 35 miles. 
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Schedules of Bridges^ Cuheris, and large Cuftkfgs^dnd Embankments, 

East qf Connecticut River. 

Thbre are 24 rail-road bridges, from 12 to 175 feet long, 
11 road and farm bridges, 
110 box and open culverts, 
8 arch culverts, from 8 to 35 feet ^an, and from 32 to 
101 feet long. 

Of the larger Cuttings, there are 

10 of from 24 to 30 feet deep, 
9 " 30 to 35 " 

3 " as to 40 " 

1 each of 43, 47, 52 and 80 feet deet>. 

Of^ the larger Embankments, there are 

9 of from 24 to 30 feet high, 
7 " 30 to 35 " 

2 of 38 

1 each of 48, GO, 63 and 63 feet high. 
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Schedule of DisUauea % Vie line of the RcaUroadffrom ike Passenger Staiion 
House, on the east side of Grajlon Street, JForcester, (which is 812 fed west of 
the junction of the Boston and Worcester RaU-roadJ to sundry jdaces on the line. 



Fiom the Passenger Station House, Worcesteri to 



Towif. 



The Oxford road, • 

Leicester and Charlton road(Dear Jones') 

&ummit, . . . 

Road by Uall-s — Cliorlton station, . 

Road '■ near Nathaniel 'Betnki^ .. 

Five Mile River, 

Bfiinfield road by Station land, 

Do. do. 

Road by do. 

Blair's saw mill, 

Road by Alonzo V. Blanchard's, 

Road by Palmier Station, (J. Shaw's,) 

Do. near Glover's store, 

Do. by Station, (N. Stevens,) 

Cifossing Chicopee Falls' road, 

Station land. Main street. 

East Bank of Connecticut River, . . 

Add from junction of Boston and Wor- 
cester road, to Station House, Wor- 
cester, • • • • 



S. Xeiccster, 
Charlton, 

do. 

do. 
Spencer, 
E. Brookfield, 
S. Brookfield, 
W.Brookfield, 
Warren, 

do. 
Palmer, 

do. 
Monson, 
Wilbraham, 
Springfield, 

do. 

-do. 



Distance 
Miles. 



'* ip- ^ -* — -— 



^^^ma^^mm^m 



Whole length of line east of River, 



8 74 

11 98 

12 96 

13 24 
17 60 
19 78 
22 60 
25 32 
28 2Q 
31 69 
37 69 
39 10 
42 43 
46 96 
51 93 

53 98 

54 16 



Differ- 
ence. 
Miles. 



15 



54 31 



Distance 
between 
Stations. 



8 74 



324 

98 
028 
A 26 
2 28 
2 82 
272 

2 90 

3 47 
6 00 

1 41 
333 
453 

4 97 

2 05 
18 



4 50 



9 36 
272 
290 



10 88 



7.86 



7 02 
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Western Rail-road Office, > 

Worcester July 24, 1838. J 

The Committee appointed by an order of the 12th of April last, *' to 
examine the mode of making contracts, and the terms of them, and 
the manner of their fulfilment; to examine into the nature and 
extent of the duties devolving upon the agent and his assistant, and 
upon the engineers and their assistants, and the manner in which 
their duties are performed, including an examination of the mode of 
doing business and keeping accounts in the offices of the agent and 
engineers ; to examine into the titles procured for the track of the 
road, and the mode in which they are secured, and the propriety of 
the prices paid therefor; and in general, to make a thorough inspec- 
tion of all the business and affairs of the corporation connected with 
the location and construction of the road," ask leave to submit the 
following 

REPORT: 

The Committee in the discharge of their duty, passed over the road 
from Worcester to the line of the State at West Stockbridge, and 
viewed particularly all the principal points on the road ; and found that 
the work was generally progressing as rapidly as is consistent with 
economy. The Committee turned their attention particularly to the 
duties devolving upon the agent and his assistant, and the engineer and 
his assistants. They called upon each of these officers, inspected their 
books, and inquired into the character and amount of the labors they 
had to perform; and the examination resulted in a full conviction, that 
the labors were sufficient to employ those officers every hour of their 
time. As these duties were more numerous and arduous than the 
Committee had anticipated, they will give a brief description of them; 
and if the information is not needed by others, it will at least show 
that the Committee were somewhat particular in their inquiries. 

The resident engineer it is well known, has the general supervision 
of the location and construction of the road» As a great part of his 
duties are connected with those of his assistants, we will not enlarge 
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Upon them here ; believing that a description of the assistants' labors,, 
all of which pass under his inspection, will give some view of the 
amount of labor he has to perform. 

The assistant engineers have each a division of the road of from 
eight to twenty miles in length. Their labors are various. As some 
of them have been upon theroad from the first, we will begin with the 
trial surveys. After a general view of the country, a line is run, and 
the courses, distances, and altitudes are carefully noted. After these 
field labors are performed, a computation is made, and if the result 
does not come within the limits prescribed by the resident engineer, 
that line is abandoned, and another is sought. Much time and labor 
are necessarily spent in fixing upon the approximate location. This is 
required by the strictest economy. A few days or even weeks spent in 
avoiding a deep cut, a heavy embankment, a sharp curve, or a high 
grade, might save the corporation more than a year's salary of one of 
these officers. When the approximate location is agreed upon, the 
line is carefully run in stations of 100 feet, and the curves together 
with the rise and fall noted. In addition to this, cross sections are 
taken at every station, noting the rise and fall of the land on the right 
and left of the centre line, and if the surface of the ground changes as 
it frequently must between the stations, cross sections are taken at such 
intermediate points. The field labor being thus accomplished, the 
assistant makes a plan and profile of the route, ascertains the grade, 
plats the cross sections, and estimates mathematically, the grade, 
deflection, and the amount of cutting and filling, the number of 
bridges, and the amount of masonry. In some cases of course, two or 
more lines present themselves, so nearly equal in their claims, that a 
preference cannot be given until all this process is gone through with, 
and the results compared. Other examinations must be made out of 
the line of the road. If earth is to be wasted, reference must be had 
to the place for its deposit ; if earth is to be borrowed, a plac^ must be 
selected from which to obtain it, swamps must be sounded and hills 
bored, and the nature of the soil and materials ascertained with as 
much accuracy as passible. After all these surveys and estimates are 
made, they are recorded by the assistant in a book kept for that pur- 
pose. The result of all these are submitted to the resident engineer; 
and during the progress of the surveys, his advice and personal atten- 
dance are frequently required. 

When the location is fixed, and the road put under contract, the 
assistants have to go over their divisions ranging in length from ten to 
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twenty railes^ and mark the nainber of feet of cut or fiU at eaob station, 
and alsa erect the siqpe stakes. The work is cominenced and the 
centre stakes of course removed on that part of the Une, and the 8l<^ 
stakes, by design or accident^ are freq,uent]y pulled up. If left to 
themselves, the workmen would be. likely, to get out of the line, oir 
below the grade. It is necessary therefore, that the assistaat or some 
one under him, should be upon the ground almost daily. These stakes 
must be frequently replaced, and the centres run. 

Another important item in the coostructioa of the road, and the 
labor of the assistants, is the masonry. This requires almost constant 
inspectioii. The value of masonry must depend very much upon the 
character of the materials used ; and in the absence of an inspector the 
contractor might use improper materials ; and inspection here is more 
necessary during the progress of the work, as a fraud could not, in 
many cases, be detected after the work is completed. 

The labors of the assistants in relation to the masonry is heightened 
by the fact, that the foundation for all bridges and principal culverts 
is not included in the contracts, but is laid by the day. This renders 
the presence of the assistant the more important, as he has not only to 
inspect the work, but to see that the hands labor industriously. An- 
other important field of labor for the assistants is this : the contract* 
for the grading are made for a specific sum for excavating every cubic 
yard of earth ; another and greater sum for every yard of loose rock, 
and a still greater sum for every yard of solid rock. All rocks up to 
a certain size are, by the contract, deemed to be eartli ; from that size 
up to another given size, they are deemed to be loose rock, and all 
above that, solid rock. In some sections, where rocks abound, the 
presence of the assistant is required almost hourly, to examine the 
stone and decide to which particular class they belong; otherwise, the 
contractor might pass off for loose' rock what ought to be considered 
earth, and for solid rock what should be deemed loose rock. 
* In the progress of tKe work, unforeseen obstacles frequently present 
themselves, rendering it expedient to change the grade or the location. 
This requires the time and the attention of the assistant. There is 
also a class of periodical labors which devolve upon these officers. 
The contractors are paid every month ; this renders it necessary that 
the work done on the whole division should be measured and esti- 
mated once in thirty days, and the amount painted upon the profile 
and transmitted to the office of .the resident engineer. This throws a 
large amount of labor upon the assistants in the short space of a few 
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^ays. Add to this, when the work is completed the whole is acctt- 
rately measured and estimated, section hy section, to furnish the basis 
for the final settlement with the contractors. 

There is also a large amount of office labors to be performed. • Ac- 
curate plans must be made to file with the County Commissioners ; 
every land owner has a right by statute to demand a plan of his land 
before it is entered upon. This is furnished by the assistant. The 
agent requires a plan or an accurate description of the location by 
which to frame his deeds and settle the land damages. The working 
plans. for the masonry form a considerable item. There is another 
branch of labor connected with the masonry. The contractors took 
the stone where they could get them easiest, without any reference to 
the cost to the Corporation for damages to land. This system entailed 
upon the assistants the labor of settling the damages for taking stone. 
This system is now generally abandoned, and it is made the duty of 
the assistant to select the stone and negotiate with the land owners 
for the damages. In some cases of land damages it is found expedient 
to buy the farm or lot crossed by the road ; in such cases, the assist- 
ant has to survey the land and make out a plan for the agent. These 
labors, minute as some of them may appear, cannot well be dispensed 
with economically. In various respects, in ways almost innumerable, 
these officers can save the Corporation more than the amount of their 
pay. Take a section where there is, by estimate, an excess of excava- 
tion over the embankment of, say, 500 yards. The contractor might 
find it for his interest to waste this amount before he completed his 
embankment. But it may so happen that some part of the earth under 
the embankment may give way, and let the embankment settle, and 
this supposed excess may be needed to bring it up to grade. An en- 
gineer on the spot, seeing an indication in the earth under the em- 
bankment to give way, will immediately arrest the wasting of earth, 
and order it to be carried and placed upon the embankment which is 
settling. In this way the Corporation may be saved from the charge of 
land damages, by borrowing earth out of the line of the road, and 
perhaps from land damages by wasting earth upon it; and also from 
the expense of paying for double excavation. 

Of nearly the same character is another saving that may be made by 
the constant inspection of the assistant. Different kinds of earth shrink 
in different ratios by being removed. This shrinkage may vary the 
supposed balance of cut and fill so. as to affect the borrowing or wast- 
ing. The a^istaiit, by observing the nature of the soil, may give 

9 
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directioDS to the contractor, so as to have the excavation and embank* 
meat balance each other; and thus save the expense of wasting and 
borrowing. Whereas the contractor, whose interest is different from 
that of the Corporation^ might answer his end better by borrowing in 
one place and wasting in another, though it might subject the Corpo^ 
ration to an extra charge. 

These labors, or something like them, devolve upon each assistant 
or master of a division. The assistants have generally four persons 
under them, who aid them in the performance of their labors, and who 
deceive from one to two dollars per day for their services, and find 
themselves. We have remarked before, what every one knows, that 
the Resident Engineer has the general supervision of the whole road. 
All the business of the Assistant Engineers passes under his inspection^ 
and all difficult parts of the road receive his personal examination. 
He is also liable to be called unexpectedly to distant parts of the line. 
When any thing of a difficult character presents itself, the Assistant 
immediately calls upon the Resident Engineer, who must immediately, 
either in person^ or by letter, give the information needed. The Resi* 
dent Engineer is also associated with the agent in putting the road 
under contract, and in obtaining the necessary materials fw bridges, 
superstructure, d&c. Perhaps we cannot better describe the labors of 
the Resident Engineer in this respect, than by giving a brief account 
of the manner in which the contracts for grading- are made. The 
road is divided into sections, so as to have the excavations and em- 
bankments balance each other as nearly as practicable. They then 
advertise for proposals for each section. When the proposals have 
come in, they are all arranged and recorded by the Engineer. If the 
proposals are reasonable, they close with the lowest responsible biddor ; 
if the proposals are not reasonably low in any case, that section is 
reserved for a future contract. When the proposals are closed with, t 
written agreement is entered into^ and signed and delivered in the 
presence of witnesses, by which the Corporation, by their agent, agree 
to pay so much per cubic yard for excavating earthy so much for loose 
rock, so much for solid rock, and so miich fot masonry, &c. And 
the contractor agrees on his part to do the work in a given time, to 
the acceptance of the Engineer. One distinguishing feature in these 
instruments is, that the Engineer has almost unlimited power over the 
contract, and may change, modify or annul it, at his pleasure. 

This throws great responsibility upon the Engineer, together with 
BO fimall share of labor. All the money expend^ fi>r ^ graduation 
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and masonry is disbursed by the Engineer. The orersight of more 
than 100 miles of road, and the labors connected therewith, must 
necessarily employ the time of one individual. The manner in which 
the contractors are paid, is attended with some extra labor. We have 
before said, that the assistants measure and estimate the amount of 
work done on each sec^on every month. These returns are made to 
the Engineer, and from these data the monthly pay is made out ; but 
to ensure the completion of the work, or to sare harmless the Corpora* 
tion in case of failure, a certain amount is retained by the Engineer. 
There is necessarily a large amount of clerical labor devolving upon 
the Engineer. Correspondence must be had, copies of which are re* 
tained in his office; accounts of all money received and disbursed 
there must consume considerable time. His extended line of road 
requires him frequently to be from home, and hence much time must 
be expended in travelling. 

The Committee also inquired into the character and amount of labor 
devolving upon the agent and his assistant. Their principal duties 
relate to land damages, though these are not by any means their only 
duties. The general plan of operations in relation to land damages is 
this. The agent goes over the line and ascertains the names of the 
land owners, and obtains a release of the land in all cases where it is 
practicable before the location is made. But in most cases this cannot 
be done ; in which event the agent goes over the road, measures the 
length of each man's land on the line of the road, ascertains the width 
of the location at all parts, and then commences a negotiation with the 
land owner. This requires much time and patience. The first at* 
tempts to negotiate generally prove abortive. Land owners, for the 
most part, are unwilling that their farms or lots should be cut up, and 
it generally so happens that the road, in their estimation, crosses their 
land just where they are the most unwilling to part with it. It is a 
new subject to them ; they are not prepared to act then ; they want a 
little time to consider of it-*-^to see how they are to be affected by the 
road, or to ascertain what damages their neighbor obtains. Their tale 
of grievances must be listened to ; the descent of the property, the 
productiveness of the soil, the richness of the corporation, the arbitrary 
character of the law by which the Corporation are authorized to take 
the land of the citizen without his consent — all these and many other 
things must be related, and heard too, with a great degree of patience; 
and then, after spending an hour or two, the agent is told^ that he will 
do nothing at that time ; if he will call again he will talk with him on 
the subject. Or, if terms are offered by the land owner, they ar« gen** 
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erally so high that they cannot he complied with.. Visit after visit mnsC 
generally be made before the negotiation can be closed. 

In this way much time must be spent, and but little is brought to pasK 
If some are more reasonable and agree at once, others are more unrea* 
sonable and will not agree at all. In such cases, after a fruitless 
negotiation, the County Commissioners must be called upon to appraise 
the damages; this, perhaps, is followed by an appeal to a Jury. In all 
such cases the Agent, or some one authorized by him, must be present, 
and to present ttie case to the Commissioners or Jury. It also fre* 
quently happens, that the owner lives at a distance, or that the land is 
held in common by a number of individuals, or is in the hands of Guar- 
dians, or Administrators, or Trustees, all of which circumstances 
impede the negotiation, and increase the labor of the Agent. 

Another no inconsiderable amount of labor connected with this 
business, relates to the titles of the land. The Agent, in all doubtful 
eases, examines the records to see if the land is free from incumbrances, 
and to ascertain in whom the fee is^ After be is satisfied on these 
points, and the negotiation is closed, the Agent makes out a Deed of 
the land taken, and has it recorded in the Registry of Deeds for the 
County where the land is situated. These deeds are very minute, de- 
scribing the land by the foot, an^ occupy two or three times the space 
of ordinary Deeds. 

This branch of the Agent's business is of the most perplexing charac^ 
ter, and must necessarily consume much time. It is also important to 
the Corporation, that it should be managed with great caution and 
prudence, and, consequently, with much delay. The saving to the 
Corporation of a cattle culvert, or a farm bridge, will generally more 
than compensate for weeks of time spent in negotiation. And experi* 
ence has shown, that negotiations, though protracted, are to be preferred 
on the ground of economy, to the calling out of the Commissioners. 

The crossing of highways, in some cases, imposes considerable labor 
upon the Agent. When the highway is to be raised or lowered, or its 
location to be changed, the Selectmen or Commissioners are to he called 
upon, and the case is to be decided after a hearing of the parties. The 
Agent performs the professional duties for the Corporation, — such as 
appearing before the Commissioners, Juries, and the like. The nego- 
tiation which, has been going on in relation to the Pontoosuc Turnpike, 
has occupied some of the Agent's time. He also, as we have before 
remarked, makes in connection with the Engineer, all the contracts for 
the grading of the road, and the purchase of lumber for bridges, and for 
the supetstrocture of the road. The contracts for lumher have, in 



WESTERN RAIL-HOAD. 69 

most cases, been made at a distance. The inhabitants on the line of 
the road, supposing the Corporation to be within their power, have 
generally, it is thought, been somewhat exorbitant in their demands 
for lumber. This has subjected the Agent to the necessity of seeking 
supplies at a distance. He has, also, in several cases, purchased land 
with wood standing thereon, for the purpose of pbtaining lumber cheaper 
than it could be bought of individuals. 

The Office labors of the Agent are very considerable. His corres- 
pondence must be somewhat extensive, all of which is a matter of re- 
cord ; the receipts and expenditures of the department, must all be 
recorded ; abstracts of all contracts are entered in a book kept for that 
purpose, and copies of them are furnished to the Engineer and to his 
assistant on the part of the road to which they relate. These, together 
with the deeds, releases, &c., make a large amount of clerical labor. 
The Committee examined the books and papers in the Offices of all the 
Departments, and found them neatly, and, as far as they could judge 
from a very cursory examination, correctly kept. 

On the whole, the Committee are fully satisfied, that there is business 
enough in each of the Departments, to engross the whole time of the 
several Officers employed, and in the Agent's Department, extra labor, 
at times, is indispensable. 

. Nor are the Committee aware, from any thing they could discover, or 
learn from others, that any of these Officers were neglectful of their du- 
ties. They were, on the contrary, pleased with the active business 
talents exhibited by the different Officers. And, from inquiries made 
of individuals on the line of the road, they learned that there was an im- 
pression among those who had done business with him, that the Agent 
was active and shrewd, and managed the business of his Department 
wisely for the Corporation. The Committee believe, from what they 
have been able to discover, that they can congratulate the Board and 
Corporation, upon their good fortune in selecting wise, judicious and 
faithful Officers in all the Departments of their business. 

One branch of the order required the Committee to examine the man- 
ner of the fulfilment of contracts. We are not exactly aware of the 
import of these instructions. We have already stated, that the con- 
tracts for grading and masonry, are to be fulfilled to the acceptance of 
the Engineer. The contracts for sleepers, &c., require that they should 
be certain kinds of wood, and of a given size; the contracts for land 
are fulfilled by the giving of a deed. If this is what was contemplated by 
the order, we have complied with its provisions. But if it is intended 
that the Committee should examine, personally, the work in the one 
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case, and the materials in the other, they have not done it to any con« 
siderable extent ; nor can it be done until the work is accomplished, 
and the materials delivered. Wherever the work was finished, it ap- 
peared to be of the most substantial kind, and executed in the best 
manner. 

Having stated thus minutely the result, of their inquiries, the Com- 
mittee submit the whole subject to the consideration of the Board. 

CHARLES HUDSON, \^ .,, 
AMASA WALKER, J ^ommitiee. 



Errata.— Page 54, line 1, for ^dwetUd^ read ^iboaUd^ -iame pei^ 
line 10, for •< Julif* read ^ Jamaryi!^ 






^IRST REt»ORt 



OF THX 



WEST STOCKBRIDGE RAlL-HOAD 



CORlfORATIONv 



To the Honorable the Legisliature of the StcAe of Massachusetts : 

^he Directors of the West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation do 
bereby make their First Report of their acts and doings, under their 
act of incorporation, so far as their peculiar position will admit. 

This company was organised, under its charter, on the twenty-sixth 
tday of April, 183S, and, supposing that your honorable body might give 
us permission to unite our stock with that of the Hudson and Berkshire 
Rail-road, and that this union would be effected within one year from 
the time of our first organization, it was expected that it would be 
unnecessary to render any report at this time. Our charter was ob- 
tained for the purpose of extending the Hudson and Berkshire Rail- 
toad to the village of West Stockbridge, so as to complete the line of 
Communication from the Hudson river to the county of Berkshire. 
I^rom the first, it was apparent to all that the West Stockbridge Rail- 
road, in order to be profitable to the stockholders and useful to the 
^public, must ultimately be united with the Hudson and Berkshire road, 
and resolutions were early passed by both boards declaratory of the 
intention of the companies to form this union, so soon as permission 
"could be obtained from your honorable body. We have cmiaeqiieiitly 
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purchased no cars^ engines, or other appurtenances for oijur road, but 
have permitted the Hudson and Berkshire Corporation to run their 
engines and cars over it, without any definite arrangement as to its 
use, except that the whole matter stands referred for the action of a 
committee from both boards of directors, when permission is granted 
to unite the stocks. We entertain the hope, that your honorable body 
will consider the above reasons why a more detailed report could not 
be rendered as satisfactory. 

The whole amount of our subscription in Berkshire 

county, is . . • ^15,900 00 

A bond obligating the Hudson and Berkshire R. R. Co. 

to subscribe . 7,500 00 



$21,400 00 



The directors have received from the Berkshire sub- 
scription, . . . : $6,595 00 
Advanced by the directors, . . • 2,98125 

$9,576 25 
^he Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road Corporation have furnished 
the whole superstructure, and have laid down the same. They have 
also commenced a stone building, now nearly roofed in, 100 feet by 
50, intended for the depot. They have, in addition, commenced filling 
in some low grounds around the eastern terminus of the road, in order 
to render it more commodious. 

No account has been rendered by the Hudson and Berkshire Rail- 
road Corporation of the expense of these several operations, and we 
can therefore give no statement in regard to it. 

We have expended for grading and bridges, $8,695 85 

" " for land damages, fencing, engineer- 

ing, and incidental charges, . 868 91 

$9,564 76 
The length of the road is 2 3-4 miles nearly. The roadway is 
graded to a width of 14 feet at top. The superstructure consists, first, 
of a subsiU, 10 in. by 4 in. ; second, of ties about 6 in. by 7 in. ; third, 
of rails 6 in. square ; fourth, the iron bar, 2 1-2 in. wide by 5-8 of an 
inch thick. The timber is principally cbesnut, the production of the 
sorroonding country. 
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The chief eDgineer, who resides at Hudson, has, within a few days, 
sent for the maps and plans belonging to the company, and we cannot, 
therefore, at this time, comply with the statute in regard to the planes 
and curves. The road, however, is nearly level, and there is probably 
no curve with a radius less than two thousand feet. 



All which is respectfully submitted. 



CHA'S B. BOYNTON, 
ERASTUS CROCKER, 
DANIEL SPENCER, Jr. 
SYLVESTER SPENCER, 
HUBBARD FOX. 



West Stockhridge, January 28, 1839. 



Berkshire, ss. January 29^A, 1899. 

I. 
Sworn to before me, 

ROBBINS KELLOGG, JusHce of the Peau, 
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Uooton: 
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<EommontoraUti o{ S)Xa80ac4tt8ttt0* 



In Senate^ February 6, 1840. 

The Joint Standing Committee on Rail-ways and Canals, to whom 
were committed the Annual Reports of the several rail-road corpora- 
tions, Report, that the same be printed for the use of the Liegislature, 

By order of the Committee, 

JAS. SAVAGE, Chairman. 

Senate, Feb. 6, 1840. 
Accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence, 

CHARLES dALHOUN, CUrL 

House of Representatites^ Feb. 6, 1840. 
Concurred. 

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk 
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Feb. 1840.] , SENATE— No. 18. 



EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



BOSTON AND LOWELL 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu' 

setts : 

The Directors of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, do 
hereby make their Eighth Annual Report of their acts and doings, 
receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation. 

The total amount of capital paid in, is . $1,650,000 00 



The amount expended during the past year, exclusive 
of amount spent and charged to the cost of the 
Road, is 

For repairs on the Road, including repairs on bridges 

and some improvements in drainage,^ 918,843 09 

For repairs on engines and cars, . . 16,384 54 

For fuel, oil, salaries, wages, and all other miscellane- 
ous expenses, ..... 56,923 81 

992,151 44 

The amount received during the past year, is 
For transporting passengers between Boston and 

Lowell, 9119,923 30 

<* ** merchandise, 100,745 55 

<' United States Mail, . 1>000 00 

passengers for the Boston and . 
Portland Rail-road Corporation 
over our Road, 15,114 15 

2 



« ii 
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For transporting merchandise for the Boston and 

Portland Rail-road Corporation over our road, » 94,496 04 



9241,219 94 



The amount divided during the past year, is $126,000„ being two 
dividends of four per cent, each, one on a capital of $ly500,000, the 
. other on a capital of $1,650,000. 

Since the last annual report, there has been expended 

towards the completion of the road, depots, and 

appurtenances, . . • . . $32,812 71 

Whole amount expended on the cost of the road and 

appurtenances at the time of the last annual report, 1,575,663 50 



Whole cost of the road, to November 30th, 1839, 91,606,476 21 

Balance of capital unexpended, . . » . 41,523 79 



91,650,000 00 



A portion of the second track has been in daily use for more than 
a year. Iron rails have been ordered, and other preparations made for 
its continuation towards Lowell during the coming summer. 



All which is respectfully submitted. 



P. T. JACKSON, 
WM. APPLETON, 
JOSEPH TILDEN, 
GEO. W. LYMAN, 
JOHN BRYANT, 

Directors. 



Boston, January 1, 1849. 



Boston, January 1, 1840. 

Then personally appeared the aforenamed Joseph Tilden, Wm. Ap» 
pleton, John Bryant, P. T. Jackson, and Geo. W. Lyman, Esquires, 
and made oath to the truth of the foregoing statement by them seve- 
rally subscribed. Before me, 

C. R. LOWELL, Justice of the Peace. 
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/ 
FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT ^ ^^ 



OP THB 



BOSTON AND PORTLAND 

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honor cAle Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Boston and Portland Rail-road Corporation do 
hereby make their Fifth Annual Report '* of their acts and doings, 
receipts and expenditures/' under their act of incorporation. 

Soon after their last Annual Report was submitted to the Legisla- 
ture, the directors proceeded to make provision for the extension of 
their road from its temporary termination in Bradford, to the line of the 
State of New Hampshire, there to connect with the Boston and Maine 
Rail-road, then and still in progress of construction through that State 
to the line of the State of Maine. 

They proceeded to the erection of a bridge, of the most approved 
construction for stability and permanence, and eight hundred and fifly 
feet in length over Merrimac river. 

The said bridge was so nearly completed, as to be ready to accom- 
modate the business of the road in the early part of December last ; and 
the remaining portion of the Boston and Portland Rail-road, together 
with about nine miles of the New Hampshire portion of the same line 
was opened for the accommodation of the public on the first of the pre- 
sent month. . . 

The entire cost of the addition to the Boston and Portland Rail-road, 
including the bridge, depot buildings in Haverhill, land for the accom- 
modation of the same, will not exceed the estimate of one hundred 
thousand dollars, as given in our last Annual Report. 

To aid them in defraying this expense, the Directors have received 
from the Treasurer of the Commonwealth, scrip or certificates of debt, 
to the amount of fifty thousand dollars, so liberally granted by the last 
Legislature, for the promotion of this important public improvement. 
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Littie now remains for the entire completion of the work. The 
whole of this Rail-road (as well as the New Hampshire portion of the 
line) is laid in the most substantial manner, with a heavy iron rail of 
the most approved character, for stability, durability, and convenient 
use ; and the rail track is, in other respects, equal to the best struc-' 
tures of the kind in New England. In the construction of the road 
bed itself, a new principle has been adopted, which the Directors are 
confident will operate in a great measure to secure the rail track against 
one of the greatest evils to which Rail-roads in this climate are expos- 
ed ; the injurious effect of frost. 

Total amount of capital paid in by stockholders, 9278,165 26 

Massachusetts State Scrip, 150,000 00 

$428,165 26 

There has been paid towards the construction of a 

bridge over Merrimac river and road, , . . 86,923 13 

' The amount of income the past year is from Passen- 
ger Train, 53,885 20 

From Merchandise Train, ..... 12^4 23 

" Transporting United States Mail, . - . 1,900 00 

" Rents, &c. . 411 70 



969^1 13 



The amount expended the past year, exclusive of amount 

spent and charged to cost of Road, for repairs of Road, 3,609 48 i 

For repairs of Engines and Cars, .... 3,931 84 t 

" Toll to B. & L. Rail-road Corporation, . . . 19,551 09 

'' Fuel, Oil, Salaries, and other miscellaneous expense, 16,230 26 



f 43,322 67 



The amount of dividends the past year is, being six dol- 
lars per share on the stock, one dividend of two per 
cent, was made in April, the other of four per cent, in 
October, 18,000 00 

Interest paid on State Scrip, .... 6,000 00 

' All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HOBART CLARK, 
EN. SILSBY, 
SAM'L. A. WALKER, 
THOS. WEST, 
Andaver, January 28, 1840. AMOS ABBOTT. 



1840.] SENATE— No. 18. 9 

Commonwealth of Habbachubetts. 
Essex, sb. January 28, 1840. 

Then Hobart Clark, Enoch Silsby, Thomas West, and Samuel A 
Walker, before named, personally appeared, and sererally made oath 
that the statement aforesaid by them subscribed, is true, according to 
the best of their knowledge and belief. 

« 

Before me, 

SAMUEL MERRILL, Justice of the Peace. 



10 BOSTON AND PROVIDENCE RAIL-ROAD. [Feb. 



/■ /I 



EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT 



or THE 



BOSTON AND PROVIDENCE 

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation 
do hereby make their Eighth Annual Report of their acts and do- 
ings, receipts and expenditures, as required by law. 

During the past year they have settled their controversy with the 
Boston Water Power Company, and ha?e also, under the authority 
given them by the act of the Legislature of the tenth of April last, 
purchased of the Seekonk Branch Rail-road Company, their entire 
road, with its appurtenances, and all the rights, privileges and fran- 
chise to them belonging, and have filed in the Secretary of State's 
office a duplicate of the deed or contract of sale. 

They have also erected a large brick store-house at the Boston 
Depot, for the accommodation of the Taunton and Dedham Branches, 
and have filled up a large piece of flats, and secured the same from the 
tides by a substantial stone wall. They have enlarged the machine 
shop, and erected an additional wood-shed and a passenger house in 
Roxbury. They have also completed the second track to Roxbury, 
and have incurred a heavy expense in widening the road in various 
places, and in making drains and bank walls. 

The whole amount of the Capital of the Corporation 
paid in, is . . . $1,782,000 00 

The whole amount of their expenditures the past year is as follows : 

For the purchase of the road and franchise of the See- 
konk Branch Company, including their cars, 931,955 70 
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Fpr constractioa of the main road, includiDg sams 
paid for land, and damages, erection of buildings, 

* 

amount paid to Boston Water Power Company, 
completion of second track to Roxbory, and other 
permanent improvements, f6$2,434 67 

For repairs of road, . • . . 8,604 28 c. 

*' repairs of engines and cars, . 19,466 09 ^ 

'' amount paid to the Rhode Island Rail-road Com- 
pany, for the lease of their road, bridge, and 
depot, under contract sanctioned by the Legisla- 
ture of this Commonwealth, ' . . 6,468 10 
** fuel, oil, salaries, wages, and all other miscellane- 

ous expenses, ..... 65,491 74 

$194,411 48 

The amount received during the past year, is : 
For transportation of passengers, . . . 9234,237 42 

** transportation of merchandise, . . . 72,939 11 

" 'transportation of mail, . . 3,000 00 

" interest, . . 93;495 74 

From which deduct the balance of in- 
terest against the company at the 
beginning of the year, 661 08 



Leaveil the present balance of interest 

account in favor of the company,- . 2,834 66 

For rents, ...... 896 25 



9313,907 44 



The amount divided during the past year, is $142,560 00 

being in two dividends. 

The first dividend was declared in January, and the second in July 

last, each being four per cent, on the amount of capital stock paid in, 

viz. $1,782,000. 

AH which is respectfully submitted, 

JOSIAH aUINCY, Jr., 

WM. APPLETON, 

JOSEPH W. REVERE, 

WM. STURGIS, 

Directors. 
Boston, January 13, 1840. 
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Suffolk, ss. Jamuanf 27, 1840. 

Then personally appeared Josiah Qnincy, Jr., Joseph W. Revere, 
William Aj^leton, and William Stnrgis, and made oath to the troth 
of the foregoing statement by them severaUy sabscribed. 

Before me, 

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peau. 
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EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



BOSTON AND WORCESTER 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION 



To the Honorable Senate and House of RepresentcAives of the Comr 

monwealth of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road Corporation, 
respectfully submit the Eighth Annual Report of their proceedings, 
and of their receipts and expenditures. 

Within the past year, the Directors hare, by agreement with the 
directors of the Western Rail-road Corporation, united their road at 
Worcester with the said Western Rail-road, and established regular 
lines of transportation, for the conveyance of passengers and freight, 
over the whole of the said Boston and Worcester road, and such part 
<>f the said Western Road, as 'is completed and open for use; and 
in pursuance of the said agreement, regular trains of passenger and 
freight cars, have been run between Boston and Springfield, since the 
opening of the Western Rail-road, with the exception of a few days, 
when the roads Were obstructed by deep snows. 

They have also agreed upon the terms of an arrangement, with the 
directors of the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road Corporation, for 
establishing regular lines of transportation, for the conveyance of pas- 
sengers and freight between Boston and Norwich, to be carried into 
operation, as soon as the said Norwich and Worcester Rail-road shall 
be completed. The rails are already laid on the whole of that road, 
with the exception of a distance of about two miles. The work on 
this part of the road was unfortunately interrupted in December, by a 
violent snow storm, at a time when it was hoped that with the con- 
tinuance of two weeks more of mild weather, it might be finished, and 

3 
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the road opened for use during the winter. ]n consequence of this 
disappointment, the opening of the road was necessarily delayed, but 
there is no reason to doubt, that it will be completed early in the ensu- 
ing spring, when the arrangements, for establishing regular lin^ of 
communication over the whole of the two roads, will be carried into 
effect. 

The Directors have, within the last season, caused a second rail- 
way track to be laid down, on that part of the road which lies between 
Natick and Hopkinton, a distance of about seven miles. By estab- 
lishing a double track for this distance, on the middle portion of the 
rail-road, the upward and downward passenger and freight trains^ 
which will be necessarily increased in number, in consequence of the 
opening of the Western and Norwich roads, will be enabled to pass 
one another with less delay and less liability to accident, than if re- 
quired to me^t, as heretofore, at one of the three stations at Fram- 
ingham, Natick, and Hopkinton. The work of laying this portion of 
a second track, is nearly completed, but in consequence of being re- 
tarded by an unexpected delay in the arrival of the iron from Eng- 
land, it was interrupted by the sudden approach of winter, before it 
was entirely finished. 

Some further improvement of the construction of the road has been 
made, during the past season, by enlarging the drains, and widening 
the deep cuts, for the purpose of rendering the rails more secure 
against the effects of the frost, and the drains against obstructions by 
slides of earth. 

Some expenditures have also been made in enlarging the accommo- 
dations at some of the depot stations, and increasing the number of 
engines and cars, in preparation for an enlarged amount of business, 
anticipated from the important extension of the lines of communica- 
tion. For the purpose of meeting the expenditures for these objects, 
the stockholders voted, on the first day of November last, to increase 
the capita] stock to $1,800,000 by the creation of one thousand addi- 
tional shares, in the manner authorized by the charter, all of which 
have been taken up at par. 

The amount expended during the two last years, and 

charged to the account of construction, was . $137,79145 

The amount previously expended and charged to the 

same account, as by annual report of 1838, was, 1,710,294 39 

Making a total of ..... $1,848,08582 
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From which deduct amount reserved from income 
and carried to reserved fund on account of decay 
and wear of road, engines, &c. beyond what is re- 
placed by repairs and new work^ . . . $48,830 00 

Present valuation of road, land, depot, buildings, 

engines, cars, &c. . . . . $1,799,255 82 



Tj:ie amount of income received during the past year 

was as follows : 
From fiue of passengers, , . . . $122,495 92 

From freight, mail, &c. .... 106,251 16 

Rents, storage, &c. . . . . 3,060 10 



Total, not including a surplus of the preceding year, $231,807 18 

The expenditures within the year, exclusive of the 
amount charged to the' account of construction, 
were as follows : 
For repairs of engines and cars, . . . $25,198 46 

Repairs of road, ..... 18,035 09 

All other expenses, . . . . . 83,151 28 



Total, . . . ... . $126,384 83 



The following dividends of profits were declared within the year, viz: 
July 1, 1839, 3 J per cent . . . . $59,500 00 

Jan. 1, 1840, 3 per cent .... 51,000 00 

Total, $110,500 00 



All which is respectfully submitted, 

NATHAN HALE, 
DAVID HENSHAW, 
ELIPHALET WILLIAMS, 
WILLIAM JACKSON, 
DANIEL DENNY, 
NATHX. HAMMOND, 
WM. STURGIS. 

Boston, January 22, 1840. 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Suffolk, ss. January 23, A, D, 1840. 

Sworn to by the said David Henshaw, Eliphalet Williams, Daniel 
Denny, Nathan Hale, Nathaniel Hammond, and William Sturgis. 

Before me, 

GEO. MOREY, Justice of the Peace. 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
Suffolk, ss. 

On the twenty-fiflh day of January, A. D. 1840, personally appeared, 
William Jackson, and then and there made oath in due form of law, 
that the above report by him subscribed, is true to the best of his 
knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

HENRY C. SIMONDS, 

Justice of the Peace for said County. 
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF TBX 



CHARLESTOWN BRANCH 



RAIL-ROAD COMPANY. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assembled : 

The Directors of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company do here- 
by respectfully make their Fourth Annual Report of their acts and 
doings, receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation : 

In the last report it was stated, that the road was completed from 
the junction with the Boston and Lowell Rail-road to Gray's Wharf in 
Charlestown ; since which a second track has been completed for a 
distance of about fourteen hundred feet from the easterly termination, 
and the road opened for transportation of merchandise. 

The act passed at the last session of the Legislature, in relation to 
this Company, has been accepted. 

A contract has been made between this Company and the Nashua 
and Lowell Rail-road Company, for the use of this road, (a copy of 
which is herewith submitted,) and the said Nashua and Lowell Rail- 
road Company commenced transporting merchandise under said con- 
tract on first of June last. 

By a statement of the treasurer, made up to the 1st instant, it ap- 
pears that the receipts of the company the past year have been, — 
From assessments, .... f 50,075 00 



And thiB expenses for the past year, to same date, have been, — 
For miscellaneous expenses, .... $3,915 13 
damages for land taken, . . « 19,730 90 

construction of road, 13,417 61 
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For expenses of road, .... 242 50 



Total, f 37,306 14 

In compliance with the sixth section of '' an Act concernino- Rail- 
road Corporations," passed April 19th, 1837, the Directors further 
report : 

The total amount of capital paid in, is $100,200 00 



The total amount expended is as follows, vi2 : 

For construction of road, .... f60,9l4 10 

** land, and damages for land taken, 23,356 57 

miscellaneous expenses, . . 6,515 16 

expenses of road, .... 242 50 






Total, ..... $91,028 33 



The length of the road from the junction with the Boston and Low- 
ell Rail-road to Gray's Wharf, viz : ^ 
Embankment at westerly end of road, 15 feet wide 

on top, ...... 1300 feet 

Bridge across the bay to Prison Point, 25 feet wide, 2460 " 

From Prison Point to Gray's Wharf, principally over 

land made on flats, (25 feet in width,) . 3140 *' 



Total, ...... 6900 feet 

The number of planes on the road are four, — ^two are level, one has 
an inclination of lO-^^^ feet in a mile, and the other has an inclina- 
tion of 14i\jV feet in a mile. 

The greatest curvature on the road is on a radius of 550 feet. 

The rails are of the T pattern, and are secured to cedar sleepers, 
laid on a longitudinal sill of pine, 4 by 9 inches, the said sill resting 
on a bed of beach gravel. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES THOMPSON, 

T. C. SMITH, 

ABU AH GOODRTDOE, 

EBEN'R. BARKER, 

Direciars* 
Cearlestown, January 30, 1840. 
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ClOfMQNWEALTH OF MASSACHITSSTTa. 

ItftDPLESEXjt ss. Charlesiown^ January ^Oth, 1840. 

Personally appeared the aforegoing named Charles Thompson, 
Thomas C. Smith, Abijah Goodridge, and Ebenezer Barker, being 
directors in the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Corporation, and sever* 
ally made oath that the foregoing report by them respectively subscrib- 
ed, is true according to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

Before me^ 

WM. WYxMAN, Justice of the Peace, 



{Copy,) 

Articles of agreement, of two parts, made this twentieth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, by 
and between the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, a corpora- 
tion duly established by the authority of the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, of the one part, and the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corpo^ 
ration, duly established by the authority of said Commonwealth and of 
the State of New Hampshire, of the other part. 

The said parties hereto have agreed, and do hereby covenant, grant 
and agree each to, and with the other, in manner and form following, 
that is to say :— 

Art. I. The said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, for the 
considerations hereinafter mentioned, doth hereby grant to the said 
Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, the right to pass and repass 
with rail-road cars, passenger cars, laden or not laden, upon and over 
the rail-road of said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, so far as 
it now extends from the junction thereof with the Lowell Rail-road ; 
and upon and over any and all side tracks and turn-outs which said 
Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company have laid, or may deem it 
expedient to lay in connexion with its said rail-road ; which rights the 
said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation shall have and enjoy, 
(in common with said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, its 
successors and assigns, and al! others having, or to whom said Charles- 
town Branch Rail-road Company may grant the like rights, or any of 
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them,) for and daring the term of seven years from and after the thirty- 
first day of March, A. D. eighteen hundred and thirty-nine. 

Art. 2. The said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company hereby 
covenants with the said Nashua and Lowell Railr-road Company, that 
the said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company will, at all times dar- 
ing said term of seven years, maintain in good repair, jts said rail-road 
and all side tracks and turn-outs, that it may build, in connexion there- 
with, on its own land, or on the land of the Charlestown Wharf Com- 
pany, that it will without unnecessary delay, lay and complete a rail- 
road track in connexion with its present main rail-road, the entire 
length of the Pier Wharf, let and demised by said Charlestown Wharf 
Company to said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, by deed 
or agreement of even date herewith ; and construct and keep in repair 
on said track, ne^ said Pier Wharf where it may be most convenient^ 
a turn-table, and also a suitable and approved scale for weighing loaded 
and other cars, which turn-table and scale shall be used in common as 
aforesaid ; that it will keep in good repair and will tend the turn-out 
and switch near the junction of its said road, with, said Lowell raU-road ; 
and will also have and tend such other switches as may be needed on 
the said rail-roads of said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company ; 
that during said term, the said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company 
will, at its own expense, provide sufficient moving power, by horses or 
otherwise, and will therewith move upon and over its said tracks, with 
all proper speed, the passenger cars and freight card, (whether laden or 
empty,) of said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, to and from 
the premises demised by the Chajlestown Wharf Company, by agree- 
ment of even date herewith, to said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Cor- 
poration, as shall be convenient for their business, and as occasion may 
require, to and from said junction, and at such times as shall be re- 
quired for the purpose of having the Boston and Lowell Rail-road 
Company, take said cars upon its rail-road upwards ; and will receive 
and take from said Boston and Lowell Rail-road at said junction, the 
said cars downwards and so that there shall be no unnecessary delay ; 
that during said term, the said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corpora- 
tion, shall have and enjoy the right in common as aforesaid, to use (in 
its business of conveying passengers and freight to and from the 
wharves, which now are, or may be owned by said Charlestown Wharf 
Company and Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company respectively,) 
the said rail-road tracks and accommodations of said last mentioned 
company — and also the car-house which has recently been built over 
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the track of said bi'anch rail-road*— so long as said car-house shali stand 
there, or over any part of the track or tracks aforesaid, and the scaler 
therein for weighing — and in such manner as not to be injuriously in- 
commoded in the use thereof by others, and that said Cbarlestown 
Branch Rail-road Company will hereafter lay such side tracks, near its 
present main road as may be needed in the business of said Nashua 
and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, all which rights, privileges, ease- 
ments and accommodations, the last mentioned corporation shall have 
and enjoy during said term of seven years; but in common with said 
Cbarlestown Branch Rail-road Corporation, its successors and assigns^ 
and those corporations and persons to which, or to whom the said 
Cbarlestown Branch Rail-road Company may grant the same, or the 
like rights or any of them, or who may be otherwise entitled thereto. 

Art. 3. And in consideration of the premises, the said Nashua and 
Lowell Rail-road Corporation hereby covenants and agrees with the 
said Cbarlestown Branch Rail-road Company, that during said term 
the said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation will pay to the said 
Cbarlestown Branch Rail-road Company for the use of its said road, 
and for the accommodations, facilities and services aforesaid, and in 
ftill compensation therefor, the same rate for cars, and the same rate 
per ton for merchandise and freight, as the said Nashua and Lowell 
Rail-road Corporation shall pay, or agree to pay, per mile, to the Boston 
and Lowell Rail-road Corporation during the same time, for moving 
power and use of the Boston and Lowell. Rail-road for cars, and per 
ton for merchandise and freight; also the same rate per mile for pas- 
senger cars and passengers, as the said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road 
Corporation shall pay, or agree to pay, per mile, to said Boston and 
Lowell Rail-road Corporation, for moving power, and use of said Low- 
ell Rail-road for passenger cars and for passengers. The length of 
said Cbarlestown Branch Rail-road, as now laid, and the side tracks, 
turn-outs and services aforesaid being agreed, (for the purposes of this 
article,) to be equivalent to the use of one mile of the Boston and Low- 
ell Rail-road and the moving power thereon. And the sai(} Nashua 
and Lowell Rail^road Corporation shall pay the compensation aforesaid, 
to the Treasurer dr Superintendent of said Cbarlestown Branch Rail- 
road Company in Cbarlestown, in semi-annual payments, on the first 
day of every month of July and January, in every year during said 
term ; the 'first semi-annual payment to be made on the first day of 
January next -after the date of this instrument. 

Abt. 4. Each of the, parties hereto, covenants with the other that 

4 
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there shall be no unnecessary interference between those using the said 
Cfaarlestown Branch Rail-road and its appurtenances ; but that all rea- 
sonable efforts shall be made f6r their respective convenience and ac- 
commodation. 

Art. 5. No engine shall be permitted to run across ** Boston Ave- 
nue/' without the consent of said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Com- 
pany. 

Art. 6. The cars of said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corpora- 
tion shall be received and delivered by its own officers and agents, at 
said junction, and at the depots and wharves, at the proper times, with- 
out delay ; — and all its cars and their contents shall be laden and unla- 
den by its own agents, and be under their care, and at the sole risk of 
said corporation at all times. 

Art. 7. The said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation shall 
not be liable or answerable for any damage that may happen to any 
buildings it may use, belonging to said Charlestown Branch Rail-road 
Company, excepting the same shall happen through the negligence or 
wilful misconduct of the agents of said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road 
Corporation. 

Art. 8. The said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation shall 
indemnify and save harmless the said Charlestown Branch Rail-road 
Company against all claims for damages that may happen to any per- 
sons travelling in the cars of said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corpo-^ 
ration; and against all claims for losses of property carried in said 
cars, and against all claims on account of damages or destruction of 
any such property — excepting the same shall happen through the neg- 
ligence or wilful misconduct of the agents of said Charlestown Branch 
Rail-road Company, or any defect in their rail-road, or through or by 
their moving power. 

Art. 9. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to preclude 
the said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation from taking freight 
or passengers in their cars to and from the depots of the Boston and 
Lowell Rail-road Corporation in Boston, as their ccmvenience or inter- 
est may render expedient. 

Art. 10. If any disagreement or difference of opinion shall arise 
between the parties hereto, on any subject touching the premises, or 
the use of said Charlestown Branch Rail-road, or any appurtenances 
thereto, or concerning any matter or thing herein contained, the same 
shall be settled and determined by the award and decision, in writing, 
of the County Commissioners of the County of Middlesex, in said Com* 
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monwealth, for the time being, who are hereby fully authorized and 
empowered, upon the written request of either of the parties hereto, to 
notify each of said parties of the time and place when ai^d where they 
may be heard, by said Commissioners, on the subject of such difference 
or disagreement ; and in default of the appearance of either party, after 
due notice, as aforesaid, the said Commissioners may proceed exparte^ 
and any award or decision made by said Commissioners, or by any 
majority of them, shall be fiuiil and conclusive upon the parties, and 
may be given in evidence or pleaded in bar, in any proceedings in law 
or equity concerning the subject so decided. 

In witness whereof, the said Charle^town Branch Rail-road Company 
has caused this instrument, and one other of like tenor and date, to be 
sealed with its common seal, and signed by Charles Thompson, its Pre- 
sident, and countersigned by William Wyman, its Treasurer — and the 
said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation hath caused the same 
instruments to be sealed with its common seal, and to be signed by 
Charles H. Atherton and Peter Clark, a Committee thereto duly au- 
thorized, on the day and year first before written. 



C. H. ATHERTON, ) ,« , v 
PETER CLARK, / ^^^^^'i 



Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of us. 

JOHN R. ADAN, 

GEORGE F. GUILD. "^ , 

CHARLES THOMPSON, (Seal.) 

Countersigned, 

WM. WYMAN, 

Treas. of said C. B, R, R. Corp, 
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THS 



EASTERN RAIL-EOAD CORPORATION, 



To the Honorable Senate and House of RepresentaJtivts of the Conh 

monwtaUh of MasgacJatsetts : 

The Directors of the Eastern Rail-road Company, respectfully make 
their Fourth Annual Report. 

During the past year the passenger trains have heen run on the 
road between Salem and Boston, and with very few exceptions at the 
regular times, and merchandise trains have been run daUy, with few 
omissions since the first of February. 

The construction of the road, bridges, &c., beyond the depot in 
Salem, has been steadily pursued, including some important structures, 
particularly the Tunnel under Court street, in Salem, of rising six 
hundred And fifty feet in length, with a walled excavation at each end 
of nearly six hundred and fifly feet in length in the whole, and a pile 
bridge of about eighteen hundred feet in length across the North River 
between Beverly and Salem, about one thousand of which is of oak 
piiing. 

These structures have been wholly built and completed during the 
past season. The road, bed, and bridges, including a bridge over Ips- 
wich river, has been completed, and the superstructure or rail-way 
laid as far as the depot, near the centre of the town of Ipswich, and on 
the eighteenth of December last, the road was opened for public travel, 
to that depot, a distance of about twenty-five miles from Boston. 

An act was passed at the last session of the Legislature, authoriziog 
the construction by the company of a branch rail-road, '' from some 
convenient point in the city of Salem, to the town of Marblehead." In 
p'lrsuance of this act, a branch rail-road has been constructed and 
completed during th^ past season, and was opened for public travel on 
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the 10th of December last. This branch is nearlj three milea in 
)engthy and in its course passes over Forest river, by a pile bridge of 
about three hundred and fifly feet in length. 

The grading of the road beyond Ipswich, has been vigorously prose- 
cuted during the past season, and it is expected that the part between 
Ipswich and Newburyport will be ready for the rails soon after the 
frost is out of the ground the ensuing spring, and that the iron, sleep- 
ers, sills, &c. for the superstructure, will be ready in season to enable 
the company to open the road for travel before summer. 

Satisfactory arrangements have been made for the erection upon the 
site of the Newburyport bridge, of a structure which shall convenient. 
]y accommodate the carriage and foot travel passing the Merrimack at 
that place, and at the same time furnish a firm and durable bridge for 
the passage of the rail-road. This structure is contracted for, and the 
materials are being collected with a view to its being built in the early 
part of the next season. Beyond the Merrimack river, the grading, 
bridging, masonry, &c. of the road are contracted for, and in pro- 
gress to the line of the State of New Hampshire, and the iron rails, 
sleepers, &c. for the superstructure, also ordered to be delivered early 
in the spring. 

At the line of the State, we are met by the Eastern Rail-road, in 
New Hampshire. This road has been located to the town of Ports- 
mouth, and all the contracts made both for the road, bed, and supp*-- 
structure, to be completed in time to be ready for public use before 
the close of the ensuing summer. 

During the year, the number of passengers transported over the 
whole or a part of the road, has been, two hundred and ninety-eight 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

The treasurer's books and accounts have been examined, and as 
posted to the 31st December, it appears by them that the 

Expenditures for the construction of the road for de- 
pot buildings, engines, cars, and all other expendi- 
tures of a permanent nature, up to that time, have 
been, ...... 91,306,196 89 



And that the receipts have been as follows : 

From the sales of state scrip, . 9327,000 

Leaving state scrip unsold, 9163 000 

F^om assesamftaU, • • • • • 879,436 07 



t 



•1.206,436 07 
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The amounts of net profits carried forward from the 

year 1838, as appears by our last report, is . 919,604 17 

The books and accounts of the superintendent have been examined^ 

and as posted to December 31st, it appears that the income arising 

from the business of the road, exclusive of the amounts reported last 

year, has been as follows : 

Income from transportation of passengers, after de- 
ducting the amounts paid for ferriages at East Bos- 
ton 9113,068 63 

From merchandise transportation, . . . . 7,375 67 

From mail transportation, . . . . . 1,310 50 

From rents, interests, and other miscellaneous receipts, 3,863 35 

$125,623 15 



it 



And that the current expenses, arising from the business of the road, 
exclusive of the sums reported last year, have been as follows : 

For repairs on the road, $6,527 47 

repairs of engines, and cars, and work done in 
machine shop, . . . . . . 8,563, 90 

fuel, 10,234 88 

wages of men, salaries and other expenses, . 27,849 92 

$53,176 17 

From the income of the road there has been paid, 

Interest to the Commonwealth on loan, . . . $17,416 65 

And dividends among the stockhcaders, . . . 60,772 00 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

GEO. PEABODY, Frcs't. 
ROB'T. G. SHAW, 
SAM'L. S. LEWIS, 
B. T. REED, 
PYAM LOVETT, 
ISAIAH BREED, 
STEPHEN A. CHASE, 
JOHN HOOPER, 
FRANCIS J. OLIVER, 
AMOS BINNEY. 

Directors E. R. 22. Co. 
Eastern Rail-road Office, > 

Boston, Jamartf iSith, IdlO. / 
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Suffolk, ss. Boston, January 29, 1840. 

Then Robert .G. Shaw, Pyam Lovett, Samuel S. Lewis, Benjamin 
T. Reed, George Peabody and John Hooper, appeared, and severally 
made oath, and Stephen A.- Chase, and Isaiah fireed affirmed, that 
the foregoing statement is true, according to the best of their knowl- 
edge and belief. 

Before me, 

JNO. L. DUIL^OCYi, Justice of the Peace. 
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THX 



NASHUA AND LOWELL 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu^ 

setts : 

The Directors of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation^ here- 
by submit their Fourth Annual Report of their acts and doings, re- 
ceipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation. 

The total amount of capital stock paid in, is 9299,000 00 

Besides, 500 shares, (or 950,000,) pledged to the 
Commonwealth. 

The receipts from the opening of the road, to November 20, 1839 
(a part of which is included in our last report,) have been as follows : 

From passengers, ..... 936,646 92 

" freight, 18,198 74 

" rents, ..... 207 92 



955,053 58 



The eiqpenses paid during the same period, exclu- 
sive of amount charged to cost of road, is 

For repairs of road, . 93,948 94 

*' repairs of engines and cars, 2,273 64 

" fuel, oil, salaries and expenses, 22,435 85 



928,658 43 



Leaving the balance of profits, • . . 926,395 15 

Add balance of interest account, d&c. from commence- 
ment, . 1,227 58 
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Out of which the following diridends hare been de- 
clared : 
Maj 29, 1839, 3 per cent, on 2,505 shares, 97,515 00 
Nov. 27, " 4 per cent, on 2,990 idiares, 
payable Feb. 1, 1840, . 11,960 00 



•19,475 00 



Leaving a balance to be carried to the general depre* 
ciation and contingency- account, of . 98,147.78 

Since the last annual report, in which an account was rendered in 
detail of the cost of the road up to. that time, there has been paid to* 
wards the completion of it as follows : 

For land, damages, and fencing, . . 922,940 24 

18,606 58 

1,647 79 

11,646 29 

2,273 76 

16,606 04 



*€ 



« 



it 



€€ 
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superstructure and rails, 
grading, bridging, and sleepers, 
depots and fixtures, 
engineering and expenses, 
engines and cars, 



973,722 70 
Amount expended on cost of road, at the time of the 

last annual report, . • . 9279,939 44 



Making total cost of road to November 20, 1839, 



9353,662 14 



The amount due from the corporation, November 20th, on loan ac- 
count, was as follows : 
For monej borrowed on pledge of state scrip, . 949,000 00 

'* cash received from other loans, . . 2,931 74 



951,931 74 



It will f^pear by our last annual report, that we commenced carry- 
ing passengei's October 8, 1838, and freight, on the 23d of November 
of the same year. 

At the last session of your honorable body, application was made by 
our corporation, to fix the rate of toll to be paid by us, for the trans- 
portation of our freight over the Boston and Lowell Rail-road. By an 
agreement of parties, however, the subject was referred to three gen- 
tlemen to fix the rate, until altered by the parties, or the Legislature. 

They awarded, that the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, 

5 
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should furnish moving power, and transport our freight ears, in con- 
nexicm with their own, over their road to and from the junction of the 
Charlestown Branch Rail-road, and that we should pay them therefor, 
the sum of ninety>six cents per ton, or four cents per mile. This agree- 
ment took effect June 1, 1899, and under it, we have paid to the Bos- 
ton and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, up to November 20, 1899, 
the sum of 95,073 27. By agreement of parties, this award was to 
operate back to March I, 1899, and the Boston and Lowell Rail- 
road Corporation were to repay to us a part of the excess over the 
rate awarded, which had been paid by us to them for freighting ; and 
under this agreement, we received the sum of $1,745 98, 

A contract was made by us, March 20, 1899 with the Charlestown 
Branch Rail-road Corporation, by which they were to furnish moving 
power for the transportation of our freight cars to and from the depot 
at Charlestown, over their road. 

A contract of the same date, was also made with the Charlestown 
Wharf Company, by which said company were to erect for onr accom- 
modation, a freight depot in Charlestown, near the head of Warren 
bridge, fhmish us with the use of certain wharves and hmds, upon 
'which rail tracks are laid, so that freight can be easily taken directly 
from the vessel into the cars, thus effecting a great saving of expense. 
A copy of the contract with the said Charlestown Branch Rail-road 
Corporation is to be appended to this report. There was due under 
said contract, up to January 1, 1840, the sum of 9277 41. To the 
Charlestown Wharf Company, 9613 03. 

The whole length of the road, is 14} miles, 109|^ feet, of which 8 
miles, 5096fo feet lies in Massachusetts, and 5 miles 1679 feet in New 
Ham^hire. 

The number of planes in Massachusetts is 20, of which 7 are level. 
The inclination of the others in feet per mile, is as follows : 1 of 4i!S 
feet ; 1 of 5 feet ; 1 of 9iS feet; 1 of 7itJ feet; 1 of 6,% feet ; 1 of 9^ 
feet ; 1 of 5J5, feel; ! of 6^, feet; 1 of 7,i feet; 1 of 6,5 feet; 1 of 
631 feet ; 1 of ll£ ffeet ; 1 of 1951 ffeet. 

The number of planes in New Hampshire is 9, of which 4 are level. 
Ihie inclination of the other 5, in feet per mile, is as follows : 1 of 
lliX feet; 1 oft^ feet; 1 of SJJ, feet; 1 of 9^ feet; and one of 4j8 
feet 

The changes from plane to plane, are made gradual by means of 
vertical curves. 
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The extent of inelioed planes ascending from Lowell, 

is . . 96,8502 feet. 

The extent of descending planes from do., is 14,283£ '* 

The track at the depot at Nashua, is 84S|, feet higher than the track 
at the junction with the Boston and Lowell Rail*road. 

Curvature. — The radii of the curves in Massachusetts, varj in 
length from 1,050 to 10,000 feet. The greatest curve is at Lowell. 

The radii of the curves in New. Hampshire vary from 900 to 6,000 
feet; the greatest curve being near the depot at Nashua. 

Rails. Edge rails of the T pattern are used, weighing about 571b8. 
per yard, supported by Chesnut sleepers 7 feet long, and about 7 in- 
chiSS in diameter, ^t the mean distance of 3 feet apart from centre to 
centre. The sleepers rest on longitudinal sills of chesnut plank, about 
3 inches by 8, with a short piece under the junction of these planks, 
and an additional one under the sleepers, which support the ends of 
the rails. 

Grade. — ^The width of the embankments at top, is 15 feet; the 
width of the excavations at bottom, from 21 to 30 feet. And the bridge 
foundations, which are of stone, are generally of sufficient width for 
two tracks. 

Nashua, November 20, 1839— being the time to which the accounts 
were made up. Signed, January ^ 1840. 

DAN'L ABBOT, 
C. H. ATHERTON, 
JESSE BOWERS, 
JOSEPH GREELY, 

Directors. 



State of New Hampshibe. 

HHkborough, ss. January 22, 1840. 

Then personally appeared, Daniel Abbot and Charles H. Atherton, 
above named, and severally made oath, that the foregoing report, by 
them respectively subscribed, is true, according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

BENJAMIN M. FARLEY, Jhuiiu oftke Feoee. 
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H1LL8BOBOV6H, 80. January 24, 1840. 

Then Joseph Oreely and Jesse Bowers, aforesaid, personally ap- 
peared and made oath that the foregoing report, by them signed respec- 
tively, is, to the best of their knowledge and belief, true. 

Before me, 

CHAS. J. FOX, Justice of the Peace. 



(Copy.) 

Articles of agreement, of two parts, made this twentieth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, by 
and between the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, a corpora- 
tion duly established by the authority of the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, of the one part, and the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corpo- 
ration, duly established by the authority of said Commonwealth and of 
the State of New Hampshire, of the other part. 

The said parties hereto have agreed, and do hereby grant, covenant, 
and agree each to, and with the other, in manner and form following, 
that is to say : 

Art. 1. The said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, for the 
consideration hereinafter mentioned, doth hereby grant to the said 
Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, the right to pass and repass 
with rail-road cars, passenger cars, laden or not laden, upon and over 
the rail-road of said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, so far as 
it now extends from the junction thereof with the Lowell Rail-road, 
and upon and over any and all side tracks and turn-outs which said 
Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company have laid, or may find it expe- 
dient to lay, in connexion with its said Rail-road, which rights the said 
Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation shall have and enjoy, [in 
common with said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, its suc- 
cessors and assigns, and all others having, or to whom said Charles- 
town Branch Rail-road Company may grant the like rights, or any of 
them,] for and during the term of seven years, from and after the thir- 
ty-first day of March, A. D. eighteen hundred and thirty-nine. 

Arv. 2, The said Charlestown Branch Rail*road Company hereby 
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eorenants with the said Nashua and Lowell Rail*road Company, that 
the said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company will, at all times 
daring said term of seven years, maintain in good repair its said rail- 
road, and all side tracks and tarn-outs that it may build in connexion 
therewith, on its own land or on the land of the Charlestown Wharf 
Company, that it will without unnecessary delay, lay and complete a 
rail-road track in connexion with its present main rail-road, the entire 
length of the Pier Wharf, let and demised by said Charlestown Wharf 
Company to said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, by deed 
or agreement of even date herewith, and construct and keep in repair 
on said track, near said Pier Wharf, where it may be most convenient, 
a turn-table,, and also a suitable and approved scale for weighing loaded 
and other cars, which turn-table and scale ahall be used in common 
as aforesaid, that it will keep in good repair, and will tend the turn-out 
and switch near the junction of its road with said Lowell Rail-road, 
and will also have and tend such other switches as may be needed on 
the said ful-road of said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, that 
during said term the said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company will, 
at its own expense, provide sufficient moving power, by horses or oth- 
erwise, and will therewith move upon and over its said track, with all 
proper speed, the passenger cars and freiglu cars (whether laden or 
empty) of said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, to and from 
the premises demised by the Charlestown Wharf Company, by agree- 
ment of even date herewith, to said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Cor- 
poration, as shall be convenient for their business, and as occasion 
may require, to and from said junction, and at such times as shall be 
required for the purpose of having the Boston and Lowell Rail-road 
Company take said cars upon its rail-road upwards, and will receive 
and take from said Boston and Lowell Rail-road, at said junction, the 
said cars downwards, and so that there shall be no unnecessary delay, 
that during said term the said Nashua and Lowell . Rail-road Corpora- 
tion shall have and enjoy the right in common as aforesaid, to use (in 
its business of conveying passengers and freight to and from the 
wharves which now are. or may be owned by said Charlestown Wharf 
Company and Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company respectively,) 
the said rail-road tracks and accommodations of said last mentioned 
company — ^and also the car-house which has recently been built over 
the track of said branch rail-road — so long as said car-house shall stand 
there, or over any part of the track or tracks aforesaid, and the scales 
therein for weighing— and in such manner as not to be injuriously in- 
•ommoded in the use thereof by others^ and that said Charlestown 
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Branch Rail-road Company will hereafter lay sueh side track, near ita 
present main road as may be needed in the business of said Nashua 
and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, all which rights and privileges, ease- 
ments and accommodations, the last mentioned corporation shall have 
and enjoy daring said term of seven years ; but in common with said 
Charlestown Branch Rail-road Corporation, its successors and assigns, 
and those corporations and persons to which, or to whom the said 
Charlestown Branch Rail -road Company may grant the ^ame, or the 
like rights or any of them, or who may be otherwise entitled thereto. 
' Art. 3. And in consideration of the premises^ the said Nashua and 
Lowell Rail-road Corporation hereby covenants and agrees with the 
said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, that during said term 
the said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation will pay to the said 
Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company for the use of its said road, 
and for the accommodations, facilities and services aforesaid, and in 
full compensation therefor, the same rate for cars, and the same rate 
per ton for merchandise and freight, as the said Nashua and JiOwell 
Rail-road Corporation shall pay, or agree to pay, per mile, to the Boston 
and Lowell Rail-road Corporation during the same time, for moving 
power and use of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road for cars, and per 
ton for merchandise and freight ; also the same rate per mile for pas- 
senger cars and passengers, as the said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road 
Corporation shall pay, or agree to pay, per mile, to said Boston and 
Lowell Rail-road Corporation, for moving power and use of said IjOw- 
ell Rail-road for passenger cars and fbr passengers. The length of 
said Charlestown Branch Rail-road, as now laid, and the side tracks, 
turn-outs and services aforesaid being agreed, (for the purpose of thb 
article,) to be equivalent to the use of one mile of the Boston and Low- 
ell Rail-road and the moving power thereon. And the said Nashua 
and Lowell Rail-road Corporation shall pay the compensation, aforesaid, 
to the Treasurer or Superintendent of the said Charlestown Branch Rail- 
road Company in Charlestown, in semi-annual payments, on the first 
day of every month of July and January, in every year during said 
term ; the first semi-annual payment to be made on the first day of 
January next after the date of this instrument 

Art. 4. Each of the parties hereto, covenants with the other thal» 
there shall be no unnecessary interference between those using the said 
Charlestown Branch Rail-road and its appurtenances ; but that all rea- 
sonable efforts shall be made for their respective convenience and ae- 
oommodation. 

A»ff« 5. No' engine shall be permitted to run «ero0s *< Boston Avee 
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nvte" withoat the consent of said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Com- 
pany. 

AitT. 6. The cars of said Nashaa and Lowell Rail-road Corpora* 
tion shall he received and deli?ered by its own officers and agents, at 
said junction, and at the depots and wharves, at the proper times, with- 
out delay ; — and all its cars and their contents shall be laden and unla* 
den by its own agents, and be under their care, and at the risk of said 
corporation at all times. 

Art. 7. The said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation shall 
not be liable or answerable for any damage that may happen to any 
buildings it may use, belonging to said Charlestown Branch Rail-road 
Company, excepting the same shall happen through the negligence or 
wilful misconduct of the agents of said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road 
Corporation. 

Art. 8. The said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation shall 
indemnify and save harmless the said Charlestown Branch Rail-road 
Company against all claims for damages that may happen to any per- 
sons travelling in the cars of said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corpo- 
ration ; and against all claims for losses of property caused in said 
cars, and against all claims on account of damages or destruction of 
any property-— excepting the same shall happen through the negli- 
gence or wilful misconduct of the agents of said Charlestown Branch 
Rail-road Company, or any defect in their rail-road, or through or by 
their moving power. 

Art. 9. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to preclude 
the said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation from taking freight 
or passengers in their cars to and from the Boston and Lowell Rail- 
road Corporation depots in Boston, as their convenience or interest 
may render expedient. 

Art. 10. If any disagreement or difference of opinion shall arise 
between the parties hereto, on any subject touching the premises, or 
the use of said Charlestown Branch Rail-road, or any appurtenances 
thereof or concerning any matter or thing herein contained, the same 
shall be settled and determined by the award and decision, in writing, 
of the County Commissioners of the County of Middlesex, in said Com- 
monwealth, for the time being, who are hereby fully authorized and 
empowered, upon the written request of either of the parties hereto, to 
notify each of said parties of the time and place when and where they 
may be heard, by said Commissioners, on the subject of such difference 
or disagreement; and in default of the appearance of either party, afler 
due notice, as aforesaid, the said Commissioners may proceed exparte, 
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and any award or decision made by said Commissioners, or by any 
majority of them, shall be final and conclusive upon the parties, and 
may be given in evidence or pleaded in bar, in any proceedings in law 
or equity concerning the subject so decided. 

In witness whereof, the said Gharlestown Branch Rail-road Company 
has caused this instrument, and one other of like tenor and date, to be 
sealed with its common seal, and signed by Charles Thompson, its 
President, and countersigned by William Wyman, its Treasurer — and 
the said Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation hath caused the 
same instruments to be sealed with its common seal, and to be signied 
by Charles H. Atherton and Peter Clark, a Committee thereto duly 
authorized, on the day and year first before written. 

CHARLES THOMPSON, (seal.) 

Signed, seated and delivered in presence of us. 

JOHN R. ADAN, 
GEORGE F. GUILD. 



Countersigned, 



C. H. ATHERTON, ) , , v 

PETER CLARK. / v*®^' 



WM. WYMAN, 

Treas. of ike C. B. R. R. Corju 



i 
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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THS 

NEW BEDFORD AND TAUNTON 

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION, 

— ' ■ ■ . ... ■ , I , , „ I - .....-, , _,sc 

7\7 tie HQnarabJe Legislature ^f ike Comm&mDeaUk ^f Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road Corpora- 
don do hereby make their first report of their acts and doings, receipts 
and expenditures, under their act of incorporation, to the 7th of Janua- 
ry, 18 JO. inclusive. 

The first meeting of the Stockholders was held on the 6th day of 
February last, when the corporation was organized by the election of 
seven Directors, the Act of Incorporation was accepted, and By-laws 
adopted. At a meeting of the Stockholders held on the 26th day of 
October last, the Act amending the charter, approved March S6th, 1839, 
was .accepted. 

The amount received for assessments on 2991 

shares, is, $155,353 00 

Received for $50,000 scrip of the State, 

pledged for a loan, . 48,000 00 

$203,353 00 

Paid for preliminary surveys, . 3,673 37 

^* Engineering, including instruments, 7,874 42 
*^ Land, damages, and fencing, . . 37,613 05 
** Graduation d& masonry, $60,470 68 
'< Clearing and Grubbing, 8,308 00 

*' Bridging, • 3,000 00 

71,778 68 

*^ Lumber, and preparing same, 16,587 81 

'* Transporting lumber, . . . 1,000 00 

'< On account Rail-road Iron, . . 7,210 33 

" •* Cast iron chairs, 2,000 00 

** Miscellaneous expenses, 3,301 76 

6 $151iOa9 42 
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The work on the road commenced in May last, and we expect to get 
it completed so as to open it for use in the course of next summer. 



All which is respectfully submitted. 



New Bedfovdy. January 7, 1840. 



P. G. SEABURY, 
JOS. GRINNELL, 
THOS, MANDELL^ 
WM. W. SWAIN, 
ALFRED GIBBS, 
DAVID R. GREENE. 



CoMB«»|WEALTH OF Ma8SA0H98ETTS. 



Bristol, ss. 



January 13, 1840. 



Then personally appeared the above named Parcion G. Seabnry, Jo. 
seph Grinnell, Thomas Mandell, William W. Swain, Alfred Gibbs,aDd 
David R. Greene, and severally made oath and affirmation to the truth 
of the foregoing Report, by them subscribed, according to the best oi 
their knowledge and belief. 
Before me, 

J. H CLIFFORD, Justice of the Peace. 
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF TBB 

NORWICH AND WORCESTER 

RAIL-ROAD COMPANY. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of Rejfreseniatives <^tke Common^ 

wealth of Massachusetts f now in session. 

The Directors of the Norwich and Worcester Railn'oad Company, 
ta presenting, in obedience to the laws of the State, their fourth annual 
report, deem it proper, in the present state of the road, and in view of 
the relations of the company to the State, to present somewhat at length 
a statement of facts in relation to the road. 

The masonry, grading, and bridges, of the entire Rail^road, from the 
freight depot at Norwich to the depot at Worcester are finished, and 
the superstructure is laid throughout the entire distance, with the ex- 
ception of one mile on which the iron rails have not been laid, owing 
to the severe and repeated storms of snow which have prevailed dnrintj 
the winter. 

The length of the rail-road is 58 9*10 miles. The greatest inclina- 
tion per mile is 20 feet, and for fifty-two continuous miles, descending 
towards Norwich, the road is either level or descending the whole dis- 
tance, there being no ascending grade. 

The materials of the road bed are principally gravel. The masonry 
is throughout of the best materials and exceedingly durable and highly 
finished. 

Although the company have encountered considerable expenses in 
order to avoid any grades exceeding 20 feet to a mile, and to obviate 
objectionable curves, the entire expense for masonry grading and 
bridges including a tunnel through a solid rock has been but 99000 
per mile. 

In the superstructure, the company have sought to avail themselves 
of the experience of other rail-roads, and to render it in every respect 
permanent, — the rail selected is of the heaviest kind, being 66 lbs. to 
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the yard, and having also the unusaal advantage of being id bare of IS 
feet in length, — although the adoption of so heavy a rai( involved a 
^ery greatly incFeaaed expens&-^yet the advantages of superior safety, 
diminished annual repairs, and permanent economy, induced the compa* 
■y to encounter that expense, eren in a time of very great pecuniary 
pressure. 

There are eleven depots besides those at Norwich and Worcester, 
and the depot buildings, at most of these,, are either built, or in the 
course of construction. Although this is a large number, the accom- 
modation of the mamifacturing and other Tillages on the roote woqM 
not allow the omission of any, and there are still other villages desirous 
of a similar accommodation, which the company are under the necessi- 
ty of declining. The depots of Norwich and Worcester are very advan- 
tageously situated, and the directors have deemed it important at both 
places to secure, although at considerable expense, a sufficient quantity 
of land to transact the extensire business which they anticipate. The 
connexion with the Boston and Worcester Rail-road at Worcester is 
complete, and advantageous to both rail-roads ; — and it has been deemed 
expedient to erect the passenger house and engine house, for both rail- 
roads, at Worcester, to be i»ed and occupied in common, by both rail- 
roads ; and the arrangement is such, that the same ears for freight, and 
as far as \a desirable, for passengers, pass without change or tranship- 
ment for the whole distance between Norwich and Boston. 

At Norwich, the arrangements are in progress, and will be complet- 
ed early in the spring, by which passengers will be enabled U> take the 
rail-road cars at the steam boat wharf, and the baggage car will be 
transported from Boston to New York unopened, except at the two 
cities. The only power used is by locomotive steann engines — the great 
expense of horse power being entirely aroided. 

The board have directed contracts to be made for furnishing nine- 
teen eight-wheeled passenger cars, to be constructed by experienced 
builders, at Cambridge Port and Worcester, designed to accommodate 
▼ery conveniently, forty-eight persons each, in addition to cars for sec- 
ond class passengers. They have also contracted with the same build- 
ere for a large number of freight cars. 

The company, have purchased four locomotive steam engines, and 
made contracts for four more, to be delivered on or before the middle 
of March next. 

Arrangements have been entered into for the formation of a steam 
boat line, between New York and Norwich, in connexion with the 
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rail-road, which will insure the placing on the line, suitable and con- 
▼enient steam boats. 

It is the design of the company, in connexion with the Boston and 
Worcester Railroad, to run a line of cars to and from the steam boat, 
stopping on either railroad only sufficiently often to supply the engines 
with wood and water, and to leave Norwich immediately on the arrival 
of the steam boat. In order to accommodate passengers desirous to 
stop at intermediate points, an accommodation train of cars will leave 
Norwich every morning, at a ftxed hour, and another train' will leave 
Worcester in the afternoon , in advance of the steam boat train, which 
will receive passengers at all the depots. 

In addition to the steam boat train and the accommodation train, 
both from Norwich and Worcester every morning and evening, it is 
the design of the company, provided a steam boat shall be placed on the 
route between Norwich and New Haven, as is now proposed by some 
individuals, to run an additional train of cars to and from Worcester, 
in such a manner as to form a daily line each way, by daylight, between 
Boston and New JEIaven. 

If this arrangement should be perfected, there will be four passenger 
trains and one merchandise train, each way, over the road every day, 
except Sundays, on which day it is not expected that any train shall 
pass over the rail-road. 

By the steam boat train, the travel between Boston and Jfew York, 
also, to and from Worcester, and the country north, will be specially 
accommodated. 

As to the amount of this business it is of course a matter of estimate ; 
but as the route is exceedingly pleasant, expeditious, and every way de- 
sirable, and the charge for passengers will be moderate, there seems to 
be no reason why this route should not receive at least an equal share 
of the Boston and New York travel with any other route between these 
two cities. The distance over both railroads, from Boston via Wor- 
cester to Norwich, is 103^ miles, and thence by steam boat to New 
York, 130 miles: and the time required for the entire distance will not 
exceed, in favorable circumstances, fifteen hours. 

In order to justify themselves to the Stockholders of the Company, 
and to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, to whom the Company are 
so much indebted for so extensive arrangements for business, the Di- 
rectors would present a few facts showing the extent of the business 
which will be accommodated by this rail-road. 
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The road passes directly through and near a large nuoiber of mana- 
facturing villages, there being within five miles of the road^ 75 cotton 
mills and 27 woollen mills, exclusive of Norwich and Worcester. 

The cotton mills in New London and Windham Counties embrace 
more than three-fourths of all the cotton manufacture of the State, as 
shown by official returns. 

In Worcester County there are 74 cotton mills, containing 124,000 
spindles, manufacturing cotton goods of the value of 91,991,024 — and 
66 woollen mills, manufacturing 3,748,852 lbs. of wool into cloth, of 
the value of 93,695,321—452,310 pairs of boots, and 2,357,431 pairs 
of shoes, of the value of 92,791,298—147,240 hides, of the value of 
9387,038—129,710 Axes, 9119,825— chairs and cabinet furniture, 
9321,100— straw bonnets, 9118,971— palm leaf hats, 9411,554. Total 
value of articles manufactured in Worcester County, more than 912,- 
000,000. 

The manufacturers in that county, of cotton, wool, hides, paper, 
iron castings, scythes, axes, cutlery, chairs and cabinet furniture, 
combs, ploughs, tin ware and tanneries, number 456. 

Amount of sperm oil consumed in woollen mills, 61,329 gallons. 

The whole amount of manufactures in that county being, in one 
year, more than 912,000,000. The statistics, in detail, of the towns in 
Connecticut, cannot be accurately ascertained, but it is believed that a 
similar examination in New London and Windham counties, would 
show a similar result. 

In the collection district of New London, which embraces the town 
of Norwich, there were, Dec. 31, 1838, three hundred and thirty-^iine 
vessels, of 28,1 08^ tonnage, of the value of 91,250,000. The extent 
of intercourse between such a section of country and the cities of Bos- 
ton and New York, fully justify the belief, that there will be a large 
amount of business in the transportation of passengers and goods to 
and from those cities. And the experience of all other avenues of 
travel and transport would indicate still larger returns from the border 
and local business. 

The union with th^ Western Rail-road at Worcester, will be highly 
advantageous to both rail-roads. 

This road will, in connexion with the steam boats, furnish a cheap, 
expeditious and desirable route to and from New York, for a large por- 
tion of the inhabitants of New Hampshire, and a part of Vermont 

In addition to its furnishing, in connlsxion with the Boston and 
Worcester Rail-road and steam boats from Norwich, as desirable a 
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rottte as any otber between Boston and New York for passengers, it 
will, it is supposed, be entitled to receive a portion of the basiness con- 
nected with the transportation of goods between these two cities. 

There will be no transhipment of the goods except at Norwich 
where it can be made with the greatest ease, and without truckage. 

The navigation of the Thames and Long Island Sound, to New 
York, is unusually safe, so much so that the most prudent persons ef- 
fect no insurance. And it is believed that, with perhaps one excep- 
tion, there has been no loss of goods for thirty years, in the regular 
packets between Norwich and New York, which, if all insured, an in- 
surance company would have been obliged to pay. 

The charge for passengers between Norwich and Worcester, is fixed 
at 92 — and the charge per ton for merchandise generally, from Nor« 
wich to Worcester, is 93.50, and from Worcester to Norwich, t3. 

The charge for passengers between Boston and Norwich, is, by 
agreement of both corporations, fixed at $3.00 — and the charge by 
steam boat, by the existing arrangement, which it is supposed will con- 
tinue, to New York, is $2 — making the passenger fare between Bos- 
ton and New York $5. 

The charge for merchandise generally, over both rail-roads, from 
Boston to Norwich, will be 95 pr ton. 

It will be perceived that the foregoing rates of charge are unusually 
low, and the Directors have deemed it fpr the interest of the stockhold- 
ers, as well as for the public, that they should be so. 

The accounts of the Company have been duly examined by the com- 
missioners appointed under the charters. 

By the books of the Treasurer, it appears that the amount of funds 
received into the treasury of the Company, from all sources, to the 31st 
December, 1839, is one million, three hundred and sixty thousand, 
and six hundred dollars, and the expenditures to the same time,, to the 
sum of one million, three hundred and sixty thousand, five hundred 
and twenty-seven dollars, and twenty-seven cents. A statement show- 
ing the amount of the expenditures under the different heads, is con- 
tained in the report of the commissioners, which is appended to this 
report, and constitutes a part of it 

By the foregoing statements, it is hoped it will be apparent that the 
public, as well as the stockholders of the Company, will be benefited 
by the opening of this rail-road. If the success should attend it which 
is now promised and expected, the Directors will feel themselves fully 
repaid for a large amount of gratuitous labor in the service of the Com* 
pany. 
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No motive has operated more strongly upon the minds of the Direc- 
tors, amid the most serious discouragements and obstacles, than to fulfil, 
in behalf of the Company, the engagements which were made to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, when her Legislature furnished the 
timely and essential aid of her credit for the sum of four hundred thous- 
and dollars. These engagements we now believe are fulfilled. The 
road is substantially finished, in many respects in a better manner, in 
no respect inferior, to what was then promised, and for comparatively 
a very moderate cost. 

It is the design of the Company, at the same time that they do what 
is necessary for the preservation of the road, and the advantageous and 
convenient use of it, to practise the utmost frugality in relation to the 
expenses of the Company. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN A. ROCKWELL, 
JNO. BREED, 
RUSSELL HUBBARD, 
RALPH BOLLES, 
JEDEDIAH HUNTINGTON, 
THO. ROBINSON, 

Directors, 
Norwich, January 28/A, 1840. 



State of Connecticut. 

New London County, ss. Norwich, January 28, 1840. 

Then personally appeared John A. Rockwell, John Breed, Russell 
Hubbard, Ralph Bolles, Jedediah Huntington, and Thomas Robinson, 
and made oath, severally, that the foregoing statement by them sub- 
scribed, is true to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

GEO. HILL, Justiu of the Peoju. 
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We, the subscribers, commissioners of the Norwich and Worcester 
Rail-road Company, appointed by the governors of the states of Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut, having examined the foregoing report of the 
directors of said company, believe it to be correct, and approve of the 
same. 

JOHN DE WITT, 
Commissioner for the State of Connecticut. 

CHARLES HUDSON, 
Commissioner for the State of Massachusetts. 



At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Norwich and Worcester 
Rail-road Company, at Norwich, in the State of Connecticut, on the 
27th day of January, 1840, for the purpose of investigating the accounts 
and expenditures of said company, and for deciding what sums of ex- 
penditure, made by said company, are applicable to that part of said 
road lying in Connecticut, and also, what part is chargeable to that part 
of said road lying in the State of Massachusetts. And having examined 
the accounts of said company, we do find that since the last settlement of 
the accounts of said company, which were brought up to, and settled, 
January 31, 1899, embracing a period of eleven months, and up to 
December 31, 1839, there has been expended by said company, in the 
engineer department, $9,095 29, of which sum we apportion to that 
part of the rail-road lying in the State of Connecticut, the sum of 
$6,063 53 ; and to the portion lying in the State of Massachusetts, 
•3,031 76. For Salaries, the sum of $2,676 64 ; of which sum, to 
Connecticut, $1,784 43, to Massachusetts, $892 21. For contingent 
expenses, $7,117 76; of which sum, to Connecticut, $4,745 17, to 
Massachusetts, $2,372 59. For office expenses, $920 95^ ; of which 
sum, to Connecticut, $613 97, to Massachusetts, $306 98^. For carw 
riage department, $18,275 09; of which sum, to Connecticut, $12,- 
183 39, to Massachusetts, $6,091 70. For rail-road spikes, the sum 
of $1 1 ,204 68 ; of which, to Connecticut, $7,469 79, to Massachusetts, 
$3,734 89. For rail-road iron, the sum of $375,51 1 27; of which, to 
Connecticut, $250,340 85, to Massachusetts, $125,170 42. For in- 
terest SQcount, $37,062 69^ ; of which, to Connecticut, $24,708 46|, 
to Massachusetts, $12^354 23. For graduation of road in Connecticut, 
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the sum of 927,074 33^; for graduation of road in Massachusetts, 
$6,235 66|. For masonry in Connecticut, the sum of $18,856 49^; 
for masonry in Massachusetts, the sum of 91,952 25. For bridgesr in 
Connecticut, the sum of 917,162 04^; for bridges in Massachusetts, 
the sum of 91»400. For damages to land >n Connecticut, the sum of 
91,121 48; for damages to land in Massachusetts, the sum of 967400. 
For flood gates in Connecticut, the sum of 9205 10. For rail-road 
foundation in Connecticut, 93^^12 16^; rail-road foundations in Mas- 
sachusetts, 91,473 09. Rail-road timber in Connecticut, 919,616 62; 
for rail-road timber in Massachusetts, 919,881 25^ Laying rails in 
Connecticut, 922,992 00 ; laying rails in Massachusetts, 99,000. For 
depot buildings in Connecticut, the sum of 98,338 99 ; as appears from 
the books of said company, making the sum total expended by said 
company, for the aforesaid period of eleven months ending December 
31, 1839, in Connecticut, 9423,288 82; and the sum expended in 
Massachusetts during the same period, 9194,571 03f ; — making a total 
expenditure during said period, of 9617,859 85| — ^to which, if be add- 
ed thQ sum expended, as by our last annual report, viz: in Connecticut 
the sum of 9526,049 57f ; in Massachusetts the sum of 9216,617 84 ; 
will show a total amount, as expended by said corporation, up to De> 
cember 31 , 1839, of 91,360,527 27^. Said commissioners also find 
upon examination of the books of said company, said corporation have 
kept distinct and separate accounts of the expenditures in Connecticut 
and Massachusetts respectively, agreeably to the acts of said states 
creating the present Norwich and Worcester Rail-road Company. 

All which is respectfully submitted, by 

CHARLES HUDSON, 

Commissioner far the State of Massachusetts. 

JOHN DE WITT, 
Commissioner for the State of Connecticut, 
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OP THE 



TAUNTON BRANCH R. ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable Legislaiurt of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

The Directors of the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation, do 
hereby make the Fifth Annual Report of their acts and doings, re- 
ceipts and expenditures. 

On November 1, 1839, a contract was entered into between this cor- 
poration and the New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road Corporation, a 
copy of which is hereto annexed, and made part of this report. 

The tDtal amount of capital paid in, is - - - $250,000 00 

The Expenditures during the year ending November 30, 1839, have 
been as follows : — 

Amount of repairs on the rail-road, * - - - 1,397 14 

Expenses incurred in improving the rail-road and the 
depot at Taunton, ------- 

Amount of repairs on the engines and cars, - • . 

Miscellaneous expenses, including the amount paid to 
the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation for 
their proportion of the receipts, - . - - 

Expenses incurred in the construction of the road, 



Total amount of expenditures. 



4,164 83 
3,151 99 


30,630 69 
1,367 13 


•40,711 78 
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The Receipts during the year ending November ^, 1839, have been 
as follows : — 

Amount received for the tn^nsportation of passengers, $40,910 73 
Amount received for the transportation of merchandise, 15,895 10 
Amount of other miscellaneous receipts, ... 1,21295 



Total amount of receipts, • • - • - 958,018 78 

Two dividends of three per cent, each have been made, payable on 
July 1 , lbd9, and January 1 , 1840, respectively, amounting in the ag- 
gregate to the sum of 915,000 00 

All which is re9|>ectfal]y submitted,. 

THOMAS B. WALES, 

SAMUEL FROTHINGHAM, 

SAMUEL aUINCY, 

WILLIAM A. CROCKER, . 

Directors^ 
Boston, January I, 1840. 



Suffolk, ss. January 7, 1840. 

Then personally appeared the abore named Directors, to wit : T. B, 
Wales, S.Frothingham, and S. duincy, and made oath that the above 
report was true, according to the best of their knowledge and belief 
Before me, 

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace. 



Suffolk, 80. January 3, 1840, 

Then personally appeared the above named W. A. Crocker, and 
made oath, that this report was true according to the best of his know- 
ledge and belief. Before me, 

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace. 
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C6py of a Contract bettoeenthe Teamton Branch Railroad Corpora' 
tion and the New Bedford and Taunton RatUroad Corporation, 

This Indenture made and executed this first daj of November, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty nine, by 
and between the New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road Corporation of 
the one part, and the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation of the 
other part, witnesseth ; 

That it is hereby mutually agreed, that when the said New Bedford 
and Taunton Rail-road is completed, the expense of the cars and en- 
gines and running the same over the two rail-roads, and running the 
cars from Mansfield to Boston and back, shall be borne in common 
between the parties, and the increased profit, if any, arising to the 
Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation as below stated, shall be ascer- 
tained and apportioned between the parties, as follows, to wit: 

First, An Agent shall be appointed, for the two roads, by the two 
Boards of Directors, which Agent shall appoint such officers and ser- 
vants under him as he may think proper, and with the advice of com- 
mittees of each Board, shall manage the concerns of each road so far 
as relates to the use and operation thereof, except that each Board of 
Directors is to fix the tolls and the prices to be charged for transport- 
ing passengers and goods over its own road. 

Second, The two Boards of Directors shall cause the engines, cars, 
and appurtenances of the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation to be 
appraised by three suitable persons, and the said Agent shall provide 
all additional engines, cars, and other moveables, necessary to keeping 
both roads in operation. , 

Third, The total value of all the old and new engines and cars with 
their appurtenances, shall be assessed upon the two corporations, as 
follows : Eleven parts out of thirty one shall be assessed upon the 
Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation, and the remaining twenty 
parts, upon the New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road Corporation, and 
the amount thereof shall be so paid or borne by the parties respect- 
ively. 

Fourth, An account of all expenditures arising in the use of the 
two roads, including all repairs of the cars, engines and appurtenanc- 
es, and exclusive of repairs of the roads, shall be kept by the Agent of 
the two corporations, and assessed monthly on the two parties, in the 
above ratio, and paid out of the earnings of the roads. 
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Fifth, A joint committee shall be appointed by the two Boards of 
Directors, at the end of each year, while this contract continues in 
force, to examine and ascertain the increase of the income of the 
Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation in the year then elapsed, be- 
yond the annual increase of income which had been realized by them 
prior to the completion of said New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road ; 
and in case it shall appear, that the increase first mentioned is greater 
than the average increase of income before realized, as aforesaid, the 
said committee shall apportion such excess of income between the two 
corporations in such manner as they shall judge equitable. 

SiTcth, Upon the termination of this contract, the engines, cars and 
appurtenances then belonging to the two corporations aa aforesaid, 
shall be appraised by three disinterested persons, to be appointed by 
said two Boards of Directors. Those which may hereafter be pro- 
cured shall be taken by the New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road Corpo- 
ration, and those which belonged to the said Taunton Branch Rail-road 
Corporation at the commencement of this contract, shall be returned to 
them, and in both instances they shall be charged to the parties respect- 
ively at the last appraisal, and the accounts be settled accordingly. 

Seventh, This contract shall continue in force for one year from the 
completion of the New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road, and as much 
longer as the parties shall agree, either party having the privilege of 
terminating the contract at any time after the expiration of the first 
year by giving twelve months previous notice to that effect. 

In testimony whereof, the parties have caused their seals to be here- 
to affixed by their respective presidents specially authorized for this 
purpose, who have hereto set their hands, the day and year first writ* 

ten. 

JOSEPH GRINNELL, 

And Seal of the N. B. & T. R. R. Corp. 

THOS. B. WALES, President ) Seal of the 

of the T. B. R. R. Corp. J T. B. R. R. Corp. 

Signed, sealed and delivered } 
in presence of us, { 

H. G. O. COLBY, to Jos. Grennell. 

J. INGERSOLL BOWDITCH, to T. B. Wales, Pr. 
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 



or THE 



WESTERN RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable Legislature of the CommonweaUh of Massachusetts : 

On the first day of January, 1839, under which date our third annual 
report was submitted, the grading of the road, eastward of Connecticut 
River^ was nearly completed, — the bridges were in construction, — the 
iron and timber for the superstructure were purchased, — six miles of 
the track were laid down, — the engines and cars were under contract, 
— the depot lands were secured, — and the damages for land and 
fencing were liquidated and principally paid. The Directors at that 
time expressed an opinion, that the road-bed would be ready for the 
rails by May succeeding, and that, if no unforeseen obstacle interposed, 
the whole of this part of the line would be in successful operation by 
the first of October last. 

This anticipation was realized. The grading, masonry, bridging, 
superstructure and depot buildings were sufficiently completed, the en- 
gines and cars were delivered, and the road opened for the conveyance 
of passengers, on the first day of October, and it has continued in oper- 
ation to the present time. 

Regular merchandise trains were established on the 23d of October, 
and they have been continued to this date. 

Throughout the greater part of the road, it is graded for a single 
track only ; and but one track has been laid down, with the exception 
of the necessary turn-outs at the nine stations. The engineers, at an 
early period, recommended the grading of the entire line for a double 
track. But, under the uncertainty, then existing, of procuring funds 
for the completion of the whole road, the Directors, upon full consider- 
ation, deemed it prudent to order the grading generally for one track ; 
at the same time giving the engineers '* discretionary power, as to the 
cuts, embankments, and bridges, to make them of such width and con- 
struction, as should best subserve the interests of the corporation and 
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the pablic, taking into account the contingency of a doable track here- 
after." 

Under this authority, the deep cuts, the heavy embankments, and the 
masonry and bridges have been constructed of full width for two tracb. 

The exact length of the line, from the junction with the Boston and 
Worcester Road, to the east bank of Connecticut River, is 54 miles 
184 rods. The intermediate distances are given in a table hereto 
annexed. 

In the construction of this part of the road, the Directors have en- 
deavored to make a permanent, and substantial structure. Great pains 
have been taken to remove from the road-bed, all materials which 
would be seriously affected by frost, and to supply their place with 
gravel or sand. The superstructure is of the most substantial charac- 
ter ,* and the masonry will not suffer in comparison with that of any 
other road in the country. In the erection of depot buildings, and the 
construction of cars and engines, the board have consulted usefulness, 
convenience and durability, with little regard to ornament or show. 
And with the short experience which they have had, the undersigned 
are satisfied, that these objects have all been accomplished ; and they 
are happy to congratulate the stockholders and the community upon 
the successful result of their labors thus far. 

Although the road was sufficiently completed to be opened for use 
on the 1 St day of October last, many parts of it were so unfinished as 
to require some force to be kept upon the construction nearly to the 
present time ; and it is not now found practicable to state the exact 
cost of this portion of the line. This will be presented in a future re- 
port, together with such other information as is required by law. 

The accounts for these expenditures are, however, principally liqui- 
dated and paid. And it is believed, that an estimate, generally correct, 
may now be made, of such claims as are yet out-standing. Upon this 
basis, the following will be found to be a nearly correct statement of 
the cost of the road east of the river. But it must be borne in mind, 
that these items may be varied when the final statement is given. 

Graduation, masonry, bridging and superstructure, for 
main track, . . 54m. 3036 ft 

turn-out and depot, do. . . 2. 1310 ft 

or56!^ros. $1,633,122 60 

Engineer department^ surveys, instruments, d&c. for 4 

yearsp ...... 64^18 98 
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8 engines, 5 long passenger cars, 10 short do., 2 for- 
ward, do., 3 baggage, do., 50 merchandise, do., 40 
gravel, do., and 3 hand, do., . . 100,004 83 

Depot buildings for nine stations, furniture, aqueducts, 

wells, machine shop, &c., . 54,412 18 

Land damages and fencing, . . 86,037 47 

Depot lands at 9 stations, about 18 acres, 6,638 43 

Miscellaneous expenses, including salaries, printing, 
stationary, office rents and expenses, clerk hire, col- 
lecting assessments, postages, d&c. 25,251 53 

Total east of river, (1,972,985 97 

Being about $36,135 per mile. 
The es^timate for this part of the road; made in De- 
cember, 1838, was ... (1,864,729 12 

Surplus cost above estimates, .... 108,256 ^ 

This excess above the estimate, beiiig a little less than six per cent 
is not caused by the extra cost of the items actually estimated; for, 
except in one or two cases of smalJ amount, these in fact, have not cost 
more than was anticipated. But the principal difference arises, in the 
Jirst place, from the fact, that, at the time the estimates Were made, 
the work of graduation was in progress, and the cuts were in a rough 
state, and could not be measured with any great degree of accuracy. 
The quantities returned as excavated, were deduced, in most cases, 
from the previous monthly estimates, and the estimates were put upon 
it according to those results. Since it has been completed, it has all 
been re-measured for the final settlements, and it is now ascertained 
that the quantity of materials excavated, much exceeds that actually 
estimated. 

In the next place, as the work has advanced, it has been found ne- 
cessary and economical, in order to accommodate the business of the 
road, to procure larger quantities of many articles for it« equipment, 
than were supposed necessary ; to increase the number and size of the 
buildings at the depots ; to add to them expensive aqueducts and fix- 
tures, and to enlarge some of the bridges. The length of the track, 
including turn-out and depot tracks, proves, also, to be about eight- 
tenths of a mile more than was estimated for — ^the wheels and springs 
of the cars are more substantial and expensive than was originally in- 
tended, and in one or two cases, the cost oi grading a section has beeji 

8 
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necessarily enhanced in consequence of the failure of the contractor, 
and his inability to finish bis work. 

The following is a statement of the principal items of cost not esti- 
mated, viz : 

Excess of excavation above estimates — addition to 
. bridges — increased length of track, and improved 

switches, and extra cost of finishing a small part of 

the grading, . . . . . . $80,766 13 

Additional number of cars, and improved wheels for the 

whole, 12,946 67 

Increased number and size of buildings, and addition of 

aqueducts and fixtures, . . . . 11,500 00 

Additional quantity of land purchased for the depots 

since the estimates, .... 2,638 43 

Total, . . . . $107,851 23 

And in view of these expenditures, it should be borne in mind, that 
the depot arrangements at Springfield are designed, and are on a suffi- 
ciently extensive scale, to afford the necessary accommodation for the 
business of the road west of the river. The same remark applies to 
the machine shop, tools and fixtures, and in part, also to the engines 
and cars already provided. 

The whole of the expensive depot arrangements at Springfield, will 
be as necessary to the western as to the eastern portion of the road, 
and the cost of them ought iii fact to be apportioned upon both sections 
of the line equally. 

At the date of the last report to the Legislature, the whole line of 
the road westward of Connecticut River, a distance of 62.6 miles, had 
been definitely located, with the exception of a few miles in Westfield 
and the south part of Russell — about 34 J miles of the western part of 
it had been under contract for grading from March, 1838, and, ex- 
cepting 10 miles immediately east of Pittsfield, the work had been 
commenced in June and July succeeding, and was then in successful 
progress. 

In March, 1839, the Board, afler a full and personal examination by 
a committee, directed the definite location of the road through West- 
field and the south part of Russell, to be made entirely upon the north- 
erly side of the Westfield great river, and as near the village of West- 
field as was practicable without two crossings of the river. 
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Early in the Jast season, the grading was commenced upon the 10 
miles east of Pittsfield, and upon this, as well as upon the residue of 
the 34^ miles between Henry'a and the State line, the work has been 
vigorously prosecuted to the present time. 

The 28 miles between Connecticut River and Henry's in Chester, 
were put under contract for grading in April last, and as soon as was 
practicable after the passage of the act of the last Legislature ; the 
contractors engaging to complete the grading and masonry by the 1st 
of July, 1840. 

Upon the greater portion of this part of the line, the work was com- 
menced in July succeeding, and the whole is now in progress. It is 
confidently believed, that the graduation and masonry will be finished 
in season for laying down the rails in the course of the present year. 

Preparations are also making for materials for the bridge across the 
Connecticut at Springfield ; the lumber having already been contracted 
for. And the Directors hope to finish the same, and to lay down the 
track for at least 20 miles westward of it, and open the same for use 
during the year. 

The graduation west of Pittsfield is nearly completed, with the ex- 
ception of two sections. The cuts upon each of these proved to be 
much more difficult than was anticipated. The contractors have been 
always impeded by water, and, in the winter months, by the constant 
freezing and thawing of the. materials. On one of these sections, the 
principal work, was entirely suspended during last winter from this 
cause. Upon another, the embankment has for a long distance settled 
from 40 to 45 feet below the natural surface of the meadow. And 
upon these, as well as some others in the vicinity, the work has been 
entirely interrupted by the recent snows ; the contractors having been 
obliged to employ their virhole forces, in some instances, for two or 
three weeks in removing the same. 

This part of the road, however, being 11 J miles, will be graded, the 
superstructure put upon it, and the whole opened to the public in the 
autumn of 1840. 

The undersigned anticipate, also, that a further portion of 10 miles 
of the road, east of Pittsfield, and extending eastward to the summit 
division, will be graded by the first of August next, with the exception 
of two sections in Hinsdale and Dalton. The contracts for these re- 
quire them to be completed by the first of October, and they are already 
in a good state of forwardness. 

The remaining Summit Division of about 13 miles, extends from 
Henry's in Chester, through the gorge of the mountains, and over the 
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summit in Washington^ to tb^ HinsdaloMeadows, embracing the whole 
range of the mountain pass. This is by far the most difficnlt and ex- 
pensive work upon the whole line. And such have be^i the obstacles 
interposed by nature to our progress, that it may not be amiss to ad- 
vert^ briefly, to the extent and character of this part of the work. 

The west branch of the Westfleld river, or the Pontoosuc, as it is 
now called, winds its way from the summit, t>y a rapid descent, down 
a narrow defile of the mountains, pursuing a very circuitous route, — 
frequently turning the point of an abrupt rocky spur, only to be again 
thrown out of its course, by a similar spur upon the bpposite bank, 
which, in turn, it is obliged to double by curving suddenly in another 
direction. The road follows up the general course of this stream to 
the summit. And in order to avoid excessive curvature, and to main- 
tain uniform grades by a continuous ascent, the line of it necessarily 
crosses these spurs, successively. It passes them by heavy rock exca- 
vations, spanning the stream, often obliquely, and, in some cases, at a 
height of 60 and 70 feet above the water, and with very heavy and ex- 
pensive masonry. 

Within the 13 miles, the river is passed by 21 bridges, 9 of which 
are stone arches, and 3 of these are of '60, and 5 of them of 45 feet 
^an ; and they sustain embankments, severally, of 40, 37, 52, 62, 70, 
60, 42 and 31. feet above the water. Many of these require, also, heavy 
bank or river walls, some of which are 60 and 70 feet in height. The 
embankments must, of course, in many instances, await the completion 
of the bridges and walls. The masonry has been pushed vigorously, 
and as much of it is in progress, as can well be carried on at one time. 
On the 1st of Dec. last, 15,300 perches of it, (of 25 feet,) were finish- 
ed, and 37,500 were yet to be built i 25,000 of which, however, are 
bank walls ; of earth 136,000 cubic yards, and 86,000 of rock, had 
been excavated, and 304,000 yards of earth, and 97,600 of rock, re- 
mained to be taken out. 

The Summit ridge is passed by a thorough cut above 2,600 feet long, 
and at its deepest point 52^ feet. About 57,000 cubic yards of this is 
estimated to be rock, and much of it is of the hardest kind. The 
whole material of the cut should come out in one direction, in order to 
form the large embankment east of it ; and while the rock continues, 
but comparatively a small force can be employed upon it. 

The grade immediately east of the summit is at the rate of 77.6. feet 
per mile; and still farther east it is 79*9. feet, for two miles. At the 
summit, the road bed is 1378 feet above the Springfield depot, and 
about 1440 feet above tide water at Boston. 
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From present appearances, these summit sections will be the last 
work finished upon the line. In our report of last year it was stated, 
that, in the condition in which it then was, no definite opinion could 
be formed, as to the time when it would be completed, and that this 
point could not reasonably be ascertained, before late in the year 1839, 
when the character of this rock-cutting might be more clearly devel- 
oped. The work is now so far advanced, as to justify an opinion, that 
the grading and masonry of this whole division may be finished in sea- 
son for laying down the superstructure during the year 1841. 

The parts of the road west of the river, already graded at different 
intervals, are as follows : 

Between Springfield and Henry's in Chester, 5th Div. 4.5 miles. 

do do do do 6th " 4.8 

On the summit division or 7th *' 8.4 

On the 8t6 division, east of Pittsfield, 5.72 <' 

do do west of do to State line, 9.68 



€( 



Total, graded Dec. 1, 1839, 33.1 

Leaving to be graded, about 29.5 



K 



From this view, it will be seen, that of the 62.6 miles of the road 
west of Connecticut River, if no unexpected obstacle interposes, about 
50 miles may be graded and ready for the superstructure during the 
present year, viz : 21^ miles at the westerly end, and 28^ miles at the 
easterly end, that, by the same time, the superstructure may be placed 
upon at least 11^ miles of the westerly part, and 20 or more miles of 
the easterly part, and the same be opened for use, that in the spring of 
1841, the rails may be laid upon all the residue, excepting some 10 
miles of the summit division ; which may be completed in all that year. 

Of the Iton for the superstructure, 3,500 tons have been purchased ; 
about 2,000 tons of it have arrived, and the balance for the whole line, 
having been ordered to be purchased, will be forthcoming, as the work 
may require it. 

The timber wanted for the same purpose, has been, principally, con-* 
tracted for ; and that for the part of the road west of Pittsfield, is in 
course of delivery. 

The damages for land and fencing have been settled and 
paid, and the titles secured for about ... 40J miles. 

They have been liquidated by agreements in writing for 11^ ^* 
Settled by appraisals of commissioners for - - 6} '* 
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And are unsettled for 3.6 " 



Total, . - - - 62.6 



t( 



Convenient depot lands have been secured for seven stations, west of 
the river ; and those for others are offered upon advantageous terms, 
when the locations shall be agreed upon. No one of the stations has, 
as yet, been actually located by vote of the Directors ; but the subject 
is in the hands of a committee, for a personal examination. 

The receipts and expenditures of the Corporation, for the year past, 
as stated by the Treasurer, as of January, 1, 1840, are as follows, viz. : 

Receipts, 

Balance of 4th annual account, Jan. 1, 1839, - - $354,055 56 
Received on 3d Assessment, • - $2,975 00 

4th " ... 4,485 00 

5th "... 7,350 00 

6th ** . - . 8,505 00 






(( 
n 

(( 

it 



23,315 00 

for sale of timber lands, .... 99064 

on transportation department, ... 17,425 63 

for state scrip sold (profits paid 

sinking fund) par, is - 501,329 54 
for exchange drawn agt. scrip 

unsold, . - . 655,114 52 



1,156,444 06 

Outstanding drafls by engineer, in favor of contractors, 

accepted, and not yet due, - - - - • 57,850 05 

Amount due Baring, Brothers & Co. Liverpool, - - 12,526 05 

" " Geo. W. Whistler, agt. moving power, - 1,490 85 



$1,624,097 84 
Expenditures, 

Amount paid for incidental expenses, - 15,921 38 

construction, including 

iron, - . - 1,225,235 55 

engineer department, - 38,053 16 

land damages, - - 54,591 23 

depot lands, - - 6,439 27 



it (C 



1840.] 



SENATE— No. 18. 



59 



Amount paid for interest on bonds or 

scrip^ 
<* engines, cars, &c., 
** fuel, &c, - - - 
depot buildings, &c. - 
expenses transportation 

department, 
contingent fund. 



<( 



(( 



(t 



t< 



(€ 



ft 



it 



tt 



* Balsince, 



$39,965 91 

69,670 21 

6,596 68 

60,751 15 

13,299 47 

1,290 97 

92,282 86 



1,624,097 84 



Transportation Account. 

The total amount of receipts from the business of the road, for 3 
months prior to January 1 , 1840, was. 

For transportation of passengers, 3 months, - $13,472 94 

" merchandise, 2 months 9 days, 4,136 21 



$17,609 15 



Total receipts. 
The expenditures of this department for the same' 
time, were. 
For repairs of the road, - - 1,076 00 

'* '' engines and cars, 1,004 43 

Miscellaneous expenses, including 

clearing of snow, - - - 12,300 21 14,380 64 



Balance, 



$3,2-28 51 



The amount of capital paid tn, is the proceeds of 6 assessments 
of $150,000 each, laid upon the stock, amounting in the whole to 

$900,000 



* This balance arises from the following items, viz : 
Balance of cash account. - • 

'' in hands of 6. Bliss, agent, 
Cash loaned on collateral, .... 
Notes receivable, - - 

Less balance of exchange acconnt, or sinking fund, 



j?38,415 99 
1,840 51 

* 62,326 67 
76,027 45 


178,611 12 
86,328 26 


- 



592,282 86 
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And there had been collected upon these on the 
first of January, inst. the following sums, viz : 

On the 1st assessment, .... (150,000 

2d " .... 150,000 

3d " .... 148,835 

4th " .... 148,456 

5th " .... 148,450 

6th " .... 148,175 893,915 



it 
ft 

a 
« 



Balance due and uncollected, .... $6,085 

This small deficiency is constantly diminishing by means of colleo* 
tions. And the treasurer anticipates but a very small eventual loss 
upon all the assessments^ including notes secured by a pledge of stock. 

And it is believed that a contingent fund, oa hand, will cover a con- 
siderable part of it. 

The act of the Legislature of 1838, authorized the loan to the cor- 
poration, of the scrip of the State, having 30 years to run, for jthe sum 
of $2,100,000, on the condition of the collection of certain propor- 
tions of "^6 assessments upon the stockholders. The whole of these 
assessments was $900,000, and there had been collected thereon, on 
the 1st of January instant, as before stated, the sum of $893,915, 
being a much larger amount than was required by the act. A small 
portion of the 4 last assessments was in notes, secured by sureties or 
a pledge of stock. 

The act further required, that the corporation should execute to the 
Commonwealth, a bond, to apply the proceeds to the construction of 
the road, and to pay the principal and interest of the scrip, as it should 
fall due ; and should mortgage the whole road, and all the franchise, 
and property belonging to the corporation, to secure the performance 
of the conditions of the bond. This requisition has been complied 
with, the bond and mortgage were given, and the interest on the scrip 
has been punctually paid by the corporation.. 

Another provision of the act required, that the premium or profits 
on the sales of the scrip should be paid to the Treasurer of the Com- 
monwealth, and, that to this should be added, annually, afler the road 
should be opened for use, a sum equal to one per cent, on the amount 
of the scrip, from the income of the road ; und that the whole should 
by the Treasurer be placed at interest, and the same, with the interest 
annually accruing thereon, should constitute a Sinking Fund, for the 
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future purchase ot final redemption of said scrip. The premium or 
profits on the sales of scrip heretofore, so far as the accounts of sales 
have been received, have been du]y paid over to the Treasurer of the 
Commonwealth, as virill hereafter appear. And the wtiole is now under 
the care of the Commissioners of the sinking fond, as provided in an 
act of the last Legislature. 

The act of March 23, 1839, authorised a further issue of scrip, 
upon terms similar to those of the first act, for such a sum as might 
be necesdary to enable the corporation to complete their road, not 
however exceeding (1,200,000. Of this sum, the issuing of $400,000 
as on condition that the corporation previously collect the sum of $75,- 
000 ^pen a 7th assessment upon the private stockholders, and another 
$400,000 is upon condition of a similar collection upon the 8th assess- 
ment. 

The act further provides, that the Commonwealth may^ at any time 
after its pctssagty purchase the road, and all the property of the cor- 
poration., by paying therefor the cost, and 7 per cent, interest. 

This act has been assented to by the stockholders at a legal meet- 
ing ; and the bond and mortgage thereby required have been ffled with 
the Treasurer. 

* The whole of the scrip authorized by the act of 1838, 

has been received by the corporation, being $2,100,000 iM 

And also the 1st instalment under the act of 1839, 400,000 00 

Of the former, there had been sold in England, at the 

date oftheJast advices, $1,228,000 00 

And the Treasurer of the corporation has drawn upon 
the agents, against the balance of scrip unsokl, and 
in anticipation of farther sales, . « . , 655,114 52 

Making total amount drawn for, . , , . $1,883,114 52 

The scrip disposed of has been sold at an advance or profit above 
the par value, averaging 3^ per cent., and it has always commanded 
a much higher price than any similar American scrip. 

Sinking Fund, — ^The profits arising from the sale of 
the scrip above mentioned as already sold, being 
$1,328,000, result, 1. from the premium for which 
the MSjne has been sold above the par value, and 

9 
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2. from the premiuin od the exehai^e drawn fof the 

same, and they araoant the sum of . • . $137,605 3(^ 

These profits are regularly paid over to the commissioners of the 
sinking fund, as fast as the accounts of sales are received from the 
agents ; and occasionally transfers are made to that fund in anticipa- 
tion of those accounts. The amount so paid over from time to time, 
was, on the 1st inst. $115,528 29. And about $22/)00 more will be 
p^id over during the month of February next. 

To the above sum is to to added the premium on the 
exchange heretofore drawn against the scrip unsold, 
as before stated, viz. $655,114 52, which is . $64,351 25 



And which makes the amount in hand to accrue to 
the fund from prc^ts on $1,228,000 sold above pfu*, 
and the premium on exchange already drawn on 
$1,883,114 50, $901,1356 55 

This is exclusive of any advance on the future sales of 
the scrip to meet the $655,114 52 drawn against it. 
But as the whole scrip has been sold at an average 
premium of 3^ per cent., it is safe to say, that that 
amount of scrip will, on sde, yield an advance of 
1 per cent, net, say 6,551 14 



Total profits on $1,883,114 52 of scrip, . $208,407 69 

or a little over 11 per cent. i 

If it shall be found necessary to use the whole of the $1,200,000 of 
the scrip authorized by the act of 1839, in order to complete the road 
west of Connecticut river, there will remain unsold and nndrawn for, 

January 1, 1840, the whole of that amount, $1,200,000 00 

And the balance of that issued under act of 1838, . 216,885 48 



Total as the basis of further profits hereafter, . . $1,416,885 48 

If the same profits are realized upon this as upon the 

preceding,'— 11 per cent., the amount from it will be $155,857 40 

To which add proceeds realized as above, • . 208,407 69 

And it gives the total amount of the principal of the 

fund, from this source only, .... $364,265 09 
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Which is exclusive of the 1 per cent, on the amount "of the scrip, or 
933,000 annually to be paid to the fund from the income of the road. 

This sum of 9364,265 09, is to be placed on annual interest as re- 
ceived, and secured in the manner prescribed in the sinking fund act, 
and to accumulate untii the scrip falls due. it is understood, that the 
amount already paid over to the commissioners of the sinking fund, 
being (115,528 29, has been readily loaned on the best security, at 
6 per cent, interest, payable semi-annually. And no doubt is express-^ 
«d by them, that the whole may be loaned at the same rate. As the 
fund is managed without charge, we may then safely assume, that, for 
the whole time, the fund may be made to produce at least 5^ per cent 
annually. 

The scrip is all payable 30 years from its date ; and being dated and 
issued at different periods, it is found that to average the whole, it is 
•equivalent to a scrip of $3,300,000, falling due about April ], 1869. 

Upon the same principle, the average time, at which the whole pro- 
fits will be paid over to the fund and put on interest, will be about Oc- 
tober I, 1840. 

The interest, therefore, should be computed on the whole $364,- 
•265 09 from October 1, 1840, to April 1 , 1869, or 28J years. This 
at 5 J per cent, annually will increase this item to $1,610,031 53 

To this is to be added, the one per cent, on the 
amount of the whole «crip, or $33,000 annually, 
required to be paid to the fund from the income of 
the road, after it is opened for use. Should the 
lirst payment from this source be made Oct. 1, 
1842, — and the annual payments extend to April 1, 
1869, — the average time the whole scrip falls due — 
it will give 26^ years. The annual interest at 5^ 
per cent, on these yearly payments will increase 
them to the sum of ... . 1,937,880 14 



Giving the proceeds of the sinking fund, wheti the 

scrip falls due at 5^ per cent., . . $3,547,911 67 

Which will over-pay the principal by 247,911 67 

As stated in last year's report, ^* this surplus may be applied to the 
expenses of remitting the money to England, when due, if, as is proba- 
ble, exchange should then be against us. And if a larger amount 
should be wanted for that purpose, a portion of the income from the 
business of the road, may be set apart, annually, for a few years prior 
to the time when it may be wanted.** 
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" It is intended thftt the semi-aiinual interest fidiing due upon tlif 
scrip, shaU be paid by the corporation from the accraing income of the 
foad. And a net income from the business, of 6 per cent, on the cost 
of the road, will paji' the 1 per cent annually to the sinking fund, — S 
per cent, interest on the scrip, and give a dividend of 6 per cent to the 
stockholders,, on the amount advanced by them. 

If, as. is now the fact, the fund is loaned at 6 per cent, instead of 5}, 
it will produce, when the scrip falls due, the sum of 93,870,449 10 

Which will over-pay the principal by . 570,449 10 

A surplus amply sufficient to meet unexpected losses, deficiency of 
interest for shoft times, expenses of the fund, and cost of reinitting the 
principal when due. 

In view of these facts, and of the unmterrupted success which has 
attended all the -financial operations of the Corporation heretofore, the 
undersigned cannot omit the expression of their entire confidence, that 
the Commonwealth is perfectly secured for the whole amount of the 
loan of credit to the corporation, and that neither the State, or the 
stockholders, will ever be called upon to pay a single dollar of that 
loan. 

Unless there is some fallacy in the foregoing calculations, which no 
one has, as yet, been able to detect, — although they have, in effect, 
been before the public for two years past — the sinking fund will, of it- 
self, be amply sufficient to meet the principal of the loan. The accru- 
ing interest upon it has been heretofore paid by the corporation, and 
there is no reason to doubt, that it will be punctually met by them 
hereailer. If it is not, the Commonwealth, holding a mortgage of the 
entire road, and all the franchise and property of the corporation, bare 
a right, by the terms of the grants, to take immediate possession of the 
whole, receive the income, and apply such part as may be necessary, to 
pay the interest ;— or they may farm it out for the purpose, at their 
election. This they may always do, without re-paying to the private 
stockholders the $800,000 which they shall have paid in assessments 
towards the construction of the road. 

Supposing the whole scrip to be necessary to finish the road, the 
mortgage is of a property costing four and a half millions of dollars, 
to secure a loan of $3,300,000, and a property too, which must produce 
an ample income, to be annually increased by the increasing business 
of the country. It cannot, therefore, by any reasonable man, be doubt- 
ed, that the Commonwealth have most abundant security for this loan 
of their credit to advance this great public enterprise. They have, in 
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effect, only indorsed the paper of the corporation, or guarantied their 
credit ; taking, not only sufficient eventual security, but such as they 
may take into immediate possession on the first defalcation. 

And, in order further to provide against loss, four of the nine direc- 
tors are annually chosen by the Legislature ; thereby giving the State 
certain means of knowing the whole operations of the corporation, and 
of watching even the minutest expenditure of its funds. 

But, superadded to all this, is the provision of the act of 1899, that 
the Commonwealth may at this moment, or at any future time, near or 
remote, purchase the whole road, with all its appurtenances, and all the 
property of the corporation, by paying therefor, the amount of cap- 
ital paid in, and seven per cent per annum interest, or profit thereon 
fi'orh the times of the payment of the same by the stockholders, deduct- 
ing any dividends that may have been received — thus securing to the 
State the right to buy the road, virtually at cost, if it should prove pro- 
fitable, and leaving it with the stockholders,' subject to the mortgage, 
if it should not be so productive, as to tempt to its purchase. 

It should be borne in mind also, that the enterprise was one too 
great for private capital ; that iio one subscribed to it for investment, 
merely, but in order to promote a great public improvement^ and that 
it could not have been accomplished without this extended aid from 
the State. 

It would seem, then, in view of all these consid^ations, that no citi- 
zen of Massachusetts who values her prosperity, however fastidioua he 
may be, can persuade himself, that former legislatures have been un- 
wise in these grants, or indiscreet in the manner, in which they have 
been protected. 

The directors improve this opportunity, also, to express their con- 
viction, that the whole road to the western line of the State, will be 
finished, with all the equipments necessary to put it in order for use, 
by means of the funds already provided for the purpose. 

The resources provided for the work, result, 

1. From assessments on the stock, . 91,200,000 

2. Scrip of the State, 3,300,000 

Total, .... $4,500,000 

The cost of the part of the road completed east of the 

river, is before stated at . . . $1,972,985 97 

Leaving applied and applicable west of the river, . $2,527,014 03 
The cost of the road west of the river, was estimated 
in December, 1838, with as much care as was prac- 
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SENATE-Jfo. 18. 



REPORT 

OF THB 

COMMISSIONERS OP THE SINKING FUND OP THE 
WESTERN RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of the Western Rail-road, in 
compliance with the directions of the statute of March 13, 1839, 
Bubmit the following Report, '' of their proceedings for the past year, 
of the amount and condition of said fund, and of the income of the 
several parts thereof." 

At the time of the passage of said act, there was in the hands of th^ 
Treasurer of the Commonwealth, belonging to this fund, the sum of 
$55,550 35, which was deposited in the City Bank, at an interest of 
four and a half per cent. Since that time, the following amounts have 
been received from the Treasurer of the Western Rail-road Corpora* 
tion, and deposited in the same place, on the same terms, until invested : 



1839. Jan. 1, as above, 
June 23, the sum of 
Aug. 8, " 
Sept. 26, " 
Oct. 10, " 



« 



it 



$55,550 35 

19,977 94 

20,000 00 

7,625 31 

12,374 69 



Total received from the Treasurer of the Western Rail- 
road, $115,528 20 

Interest has been received on deposite in bank, 1,003 84 

On investments, 2,292 86 

3,296 70 



$118,824 99 



Whole amount received, 

Loans have been made as follows : 

On notes secured by mortgage at six t>^r cent interest 

•emi-annaally, . , $104,600 00 

10 



70 WEST^ftN RAti-llOAD. [ftb. 

On similar notes secured by a pledge of stock in the 

Worcester Rail-road, 7,100 00 

On do. do. Lowell Rail-road, . . - • 7,217 75 
Interest on adrance to complete a loan^ since repaid in 

interest on the same, 7 24 



$T 18,824 99 
All interest has been paid when it became diie» 

If there be added to the above the interest accrued, but not due, it 
will amount on the^rst day of January, 1840, to . . 9120,005 92 
which would be th^ whole amount of the fund on that day. 

AH which is respectfully submitted, by 

DAVID WILDER, Treasurer of the Commonwealik. 
JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr. Trcas'r Western R. R. Corp. 

Caamisthnart ^iht Sinking Fund ofUU Western RaU-rmA 
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SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 



OP THS 



WEST STOCKBRIDGE R. ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth ofMassachU" 

setts : 

The Directors of the West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation do 
make this their Second Annual Report of their acts and doings, re- 
ceipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation. 

The length of the said road being only about two and three-fourths 
miles in length, it was originally contemplated by said corporation and 
by the Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road Company, to unite said roads, 
and both companies passed resolutions to that effect, and leave was ob- 
tained of the Legislature of the State of New York so to do and both 
corporations filed their respective petitions to the Legislature of this 
Commonwealth at their last session, praying for this liberty, which 
petitions were not acted upon, in consequence of the right reserved to 
the Western Rail-road to buy the West Stockbridge Rail-]:Qad, but 
were continued to the present session. 

With these views, the Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road Corporation, 
(by James Miller, their president,) subscribed a large amount to the 
itock of the West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation, an ^ put on the 
superstructure, and nearly completed the stone depot, at the eastern 
termination of said raii-rond, before the first report was made. Since 
making said report, said company have completed said stone depot, 
and have erected a stone engine house, and store house, and wood- 
house, at said depot, and have been running their locomotives and 
cars over said West Stockbridge Rail-road, since making the first ro-' 
port under a lease^ in which said company were obligated to pay an 
equal amount of the nett proceeds of both roads, proportionate to the 
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cost of each road, by the first day of April next, the expiration of said 
lease. By reason of this understanding, said West Stockbridge Rail- 
road Corporation, have not been as particular, as they otherwise 
would, bnt have permitted said Hudson aud Berkshire Rail«>road Cor- 
poration to put on said superstructure, and erect said buildings, aad 
are unable to state the cost of the same,' or the income of the road, as 
the account has not yet been rendere !. 

By a statement of the Treasurer now exhibited, it rppears that the 
rents of the corporat o i, l.avj been, 

From stockholders and advances made by Directors, . 911,644 02 

And the expenditures for land, damages, grading 
the road, and building bridges, and incidental ex- 
penses, 811,310 14 



All which IS respectfully submitted. 

DANIKL SPENCER, Jr. 
ERASTUS CROCKER, 
THOMAS CONE, 
MARTIN HENDRIX, 
LYMAN HINMAN, 
SYLVESTER SPENCER. 



West Stockbridge, January 21, 1840. 



Then personally appeared the above named Daniel Spencer, Jr., 
Erastus Crocker, Thomas Cone, Martin Hendrix, Lyman Hinman,and 
Sylvester Spencer, directors of the West Stockbridge Rail-road Cor* 
poration, and made oath, that the foregoing report by them subscribed, 
is true according to their best knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

ROBBINS KELLOGG, Justice of the Peace. 
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Commontoraltfi of seian»at^untttn. 



In Senate, February 2, 1841. 

The Joint StandiDg Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom 
were referred the seTeral Annual Reports of the Boston and Lowell 
Rail-road Corporation — the West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation 
— ^the New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road Corporation — ^the Taun- 
ton Branch Rail-road Corporation — the Charlestown Branch Rail-road 
Corporation — the Boston and Portland Rail-road Corporation — ^the 
Eastern Rail-road Corporation — ^the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road 
Corporation — the Boston and Worcester Rail-road Corporation — the 
Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation — ^the Boston and Providence 
Rail-road Corporation — the Western Rail-road Corporation — and the 
Report of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of the Western 
Rail-road, — respectfully Report, that the Reports aforesaid be printed 
for the use of the Legislature. 

By order, 

EMORY WASHBURN, Chairman. 



Senate, Feb. 2, 1841. 

Accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence, 

CHAS. CALHOUN, Ckrk. 

House of Representatites, Feb. 2, 1841. 

Conourred, 

L. S. GUSHING, Ckrk. 
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TENTH ANNUAL REPORT 

or THK 

BOSTON AND LOWELL 

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable^ the Legislature of the Commonwealth of MassachU" 

setts : 

The Directors of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, do 
hereby make their Tenth Annual Report of their acts and doings, 
receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation. 

The t(Hal amount of capital paid in, is . . $1,800,000 00 



The amount expended during the past yeaif, exclusive 
of amount spent and charged to the cost of the 
Road, is 

For repairs on Road, including repairs on bridges 

($6,341 51) and some improvements in drainage, $21,013 51 

For repairs on engines and cars, . . . 14,454 72 

For fuel, oil, salaries, wages, and all other miscellane- 
ous expenses, ..... 55,931 94 

$91,400 17 

The amount received during the past year, is 

For trani^orting passengers between Boston and 

Lowell, in our own cars, . $85,927 85 

merchandize, " « «« . 80,328 10 

United States Mail, rents and mis- 
cellaneous, . 1,953 33 
Passengers for the Nashua and 
* Lowell Rail-road Corporation 
over our Road, 24,347 00 



ft 4< 
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For transporting merchfindize for the Nashua and 

Lowell Rail-road Corporation over our Road, . 917,927 d5 
For transporting passengers for the Boston and 

Portland Rail-road Corporation 
over our Road, . 16,732 74 

'* <' merchandize for do. do. . 4,358 30 



9231,575 27 



The amount divided during the past year is 9132,000, being two 
dividends of four per cent, each, on a capital of 91»650,000, which 
was the amount of capital paid in at the time the dividends were 
declared. 

Since the last annual report, four miles more of the second track 
have been finished and put in use. 
The amount expended for this purpose, for additional 
depots, engines, and cars, and towards the comple- 
tion of the remaining portion of the second track 
has been, ...... 9120,766 38 

Whole amount expended on the cost of the Road and 

appurtenances, at the time of the last annual report, 1,608,476 21 

Whole cost of Road to November 30th, 1840, 1,729,242 59 

Balance of capital unexpended, . 70,757 41 

91,800,000 00 

The second track is now in use for a length of about 21 miles. 
About 5 miles more are required to complete this track for the whole 
distance between Boston and Lowell. On this portion, operations 
have been commenced, and the whole will probably be finished in the 
course of the coming summer. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

P. T. JACKSON, 
WM. APPLETON, 
GEO. W. LYMAN, 
JOSEPH TILDEN, 
JOHN BRYANT, 

Directors. 

N. B^— The Annual Report for the year 1837, whieh should have been numbered the 
$€vmih, was called the sixth, 'Ilie error ii corieeted in the title of the present Report. 



r 
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January 6/A, 1841. 
Suffolky ss. 

Then Patrick T. Jackson, George W. Lyman, William Appleton, 
Joseph Tilden, and John Bryant, severally appeared and made oath 
that the foregoing statement was true according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

BENJAMIN R. NICHOLS, 
Justice of the Peace. 
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SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OP Tfi£ 

BOSTON AND PORTLAND 

I 

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable Legislature of the Commontoealth of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Boston and Portland Rail-road Corporation 
do hereby make their Sixth Annual Report of their acts and doings, 
receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation. 
During the past year, they have completed their depot buildings, 
built a stone bridge over the Little River, in Haverhill, made addi- 
tional security to protect the bridge crossing the Merrimack river from 
ice, and put down side tracks where necessary. 

The total amount of capital stock paid in, is . . $367,401 76 

Massachusetts State Scrip, . . 150,000 00 

• $517,401 76 






The amount of income received the past year was : 

From passengers, ..... 71,793 42 

merchandize, ..... 18,848 40 

transportation of mails, and rents, . 2,826 33 

$93,468 15 

The amount of expenditures the past year, in the 
use of the Road, was as follows : 

For repairs of Road, . . $6,290 65 

** ** of engines and cars, . . . 5,815 47 
** fuel, oil, salaries, and all other miscellaneous 

expenses, ...... 19,575 31 
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For tolls to Boston and Lowell Rail-road, 21,091 04 

^' rent of Boston and Maine Rail-road, . 9,750 00 



$62,522 47 



Paid interest on State scrip, . . 7,500 00 

A &ix months' dividend was paid last April of two 

dollars per share, aiQoun^ing to . . 8,462 00 

A three months dividend in July, of one and a half 

dollars per share, amounting to . - . . 6,354 00 

$14,816 00 
A dividend of three dollars per share has been de- 

ckred payable on the 20th January inst. 

Since the last annual report, there has been ex- 
pended toward the completion of the Road, 

Depot buildings and appurtenances, the sum of . 48,656 31 

The whole amount of the cost of the Road at the 

time of the last annual report, was . . 474,434 91 



Total cost of Road January 1st, 1841, . . $523,091 22 

This corporation commenced the use of the Boston and Maine Rail- 
road, which connects with this Road at the line of the State of New 
Hampshire, on the first day of January, 1840, under a. contract made 
with that coq>oration, a copy of which was submitted to the Legisla- 
ture, in their fourth annual report. It was conditioned in- this con- 
tract, that " if the said Road shall be constructed to any town beyond 
Exeter, the contract is to be void.'' - That corporation having deter- 
mined to extend the Road beyond 'Exeter, this corporation have en- 
tered into a new contract with the Boston and Maine Rail-road Cor- 
poration, for its use, when completed to Dover, in New Hampshire. 

A copy of the contract is appended to this Report, 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

THOS. WEST, 
AMOS ABBOTT, 
SAMUEL A WALKER. 
EN. SILSBY, 
DANIEL HAMMOND. 
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Jamuary 22, 1841. 

Suffolk, 55. 

Personally appeared the aboyenamed Directors, Thomas West, Amos 
Abbott, Samuel A. Walker, Enoch Silsby, and Daniel Hammond, and 
made oath that the above report was true according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. Before me, 

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace. 



Whereas, at a meeting of the Stockholders of the Boston and Port- 
land Rail-road Corporation, holden at Andover, on the fourth day of 
May last, it was voted unanimously, that the Directors of the Boston 
aud Portland Rail-road Corporation be authorized to contract with the 
Boston and Maine Rail-road, to transport all their passengers and 
freight over said Boston and Maine Rail-road from the line of the 
State to Dover : 

Provided the same can be done by paying the Boston and Maine 
Rail-road, a sum not exceeding seven per cent, interest per annum on 
a sum not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, and also to keep 
said road in repair. 

And whereas, at a meeting of the Stockholders of the Boston and 
Maine Rail-road, held at the Swamscot House, in Exeter, on the 
twenty-ninth day of July last, it was voted that the Directors of the 
Boston and Maine Rail-road be authorized to contract with the Boston 
and Portland Rail-road Corporation for the transportation of all their 
passengers and freight over the Boston and Maine Rail-road for a term 
not exceeding ten years, from the time of its completion to Dover, for 
not less than seven per cent, per annum, payable semi-annually, on five 
hundred thousand dollars, or the cost of the road, should it not amount 
to that sum ; the Boston and Portland Rail-road Corporation keeping 
said road in repair : 

Now, therefore, this agreement made and entered into by the Direc- 
tors of the Boston and Portland Rail-road Corporation, of the one 
part, and the Directors of the Boston and Maine Rail-road, of the 
other part, Witnesseth, 

That when the Boston and Maine Rail-road shall be fully completed 
in all respects, and ready to be opened for use, with convenient depots, 
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side-tracks, turn-tables, and necessary accommodations from the depot 
on Front street, in Exeter, to such convenient place in the town of 
Dover, as is best calculated to accommodate the business and travel of 
said town and vicinity : 

In consideration of the sum hereinafter mentioned, the Boston and 
Portland Rail-road Corporation shall take and hold full possession 
thereof for and during the teum of ten years from the time of taking 
possession thereof; that the Boston and Portland Rail-road Corpora- 
tion shall pay for the use of said Boston and Maine Rail-road, seven 
per cent, interest per annum, payable semi-annually, on the cost of the 
same, from the line of the States of Massachusetts and New Hampshire 
to Dover, as aforesaid, keeping said Rail-road in repair : 

Provided the entire cost of said road and its accommodations from 
the line of the States to Dover, shall not exceed five hundred thousand 
dollars, or seven per cent, on the actual cost, in case it shall be less 
than five hundred thousand dollars : it is understood and agreed that 
the said Boston and Maine Rail-road between Exeter and Dover shall 
be constructed in the same manner and style, and be laid with the 
same kind of iron rail, as the part now finished between the line of the 
States and Exeter. 

It is further agreed by the parties aforesaid, that in case of failure 
in any part of the construction of the Boston and Maine Rail-Road, 
by reason of defect in the original construction of the road, the §ame 
is to be repaired at the expense of that corporation. 

Dated at Boston, this first day of August, A. D. 1840. 

HOBART CLARK, 
Pres. of B, and M. Rail-road. 

By order of Directors, 

THOS. WEST, 
D. HAMMOND, 

Committee of the Directors of the B. and P, R, R, Corp, 

Witness, 

Geo. W. Gordon, 
Chas. Conner. 
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NINTH ANNUAL REPORT 

or THC 

BOSTON AND PROVIDENCE 

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts: 

The Directors of the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation 
do hereby make their Ninth Annual Report of their acts and doings, 
receipts and expenditures, as required by law. 
On the twenty-third day of March, the fare of passengers between 
Boston and Providence was reduced to one dollar and fifty cents, and 
pro rata for the intermediate distances ; and on the 17th of April, the 
freight of a ton of merchandize between Boston and Providence, was 
reduced from five dollars to three dollars a ton, and in proportion for 
way stations. This reduction, the opening of the Norwich and 
Worcester Rail-road, and other peculiar circumstances, caused a dimi- 
nution of the income during the first six months of the year, and ren- 
dered it necessary to encroach upon the reserved fund in making the 
July dividend. The increase of business, however, during the last six 
months, has enabled the Directors to declare a dividend to be made 
exclusively from the profits that have accrued during that time, and 
convinced them that such an encroachment will not again be neces- 
sary. 

The whole amount of the Capital of the Corporation 
paid in, is . . . . . . $1,782,000 00 

The whole amount of their expenditures the past 
year is as follows : 

Repairs of Road, .... 13,280 89 

Repairs of cars and engines, . 16,755 96 
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Fuel, oil, salaries, wages, and other miscellaneous ex- 
penses, ...... 978,413 27 

Amount paid Rhode Island Company for lease of 

their road, bridge and depot, . . . 5,659 58 

Amount paid for use of Ferry between India Point 

and Stonington Rail-road, '. . . 5,000 00 

For construction of road, including expenses 

for purchase of land, second track, &c. $12,018 45 

Amount paid for use of ferry and wharves, 
between India Point and Stonington Rail- 
road, in the years 1838 and 1839, . 12,000 00 

24,018 45 

$143,127 55 

The amount received during the past year, is for 

Transportation of passengers, . . . $134,651 15 

'^ of merchandize, . • . 63,441 52 

" of mail, .... 3,000 00 

Rents, ...... 1,508 39 

$202,601 06 
The amount divided during the past year, is . $124,740 00 

The first dividend being declared in January, and the second in 
July, the first being four and the last three per cent, on the amount 
of capital stock paid in. 

JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr. 
IGNATIUS SARGENT, 
JOSEPH GRINNELL, 
HENRY CABOT, 

Directors, 



Boston, January 26, 1841. 



January 26, 1841. 



Suffolk, ss. 

Then personally appeared the above mentioned J. Quincy, Jr., I. 
Sargent, J. Grinnell and H. Cabot, and made oath, that this report is 
true according to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace, 
3 
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NINTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THS 

BOSTON AND WORCESTER 

RAIL-ROAi) CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Comr 

monwealth of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road Corporation, 
respectfully submit the Ninth Annual Report of their proceedings, 
and of their receipts and expenditures. 

Within the past year, the Directors have made more convenient 
arrangements at Worcester, by the erection of a new depot building, 
and a new engine house, in connexion with the Norwich and Worces- 
ter Rail-road Company, and by the laying of additional tracks for the 
union of the line of travel upon the Rail-road, with that of the Norwich 
and Worcester and the Western Rail-roads. 

They have mside purchases of land adjoining both the passenger and 
freight depots in Boston, for the purpose of providing the necessary 
accommodations for the increased business, and have adapted plans 
which are partially executed, for the erection of further buildings for 
the accommodation of passengers and merchandize, and also of pas- 
senger and freight cars. This enlargement of the depot accommoda- 
tions has been deemed necessary, for adapting them to the increased 
business which is already realized in part from the extension of the 
line of Rail-road, by means of its union with the Western and Norwich 
Rail-roads, and to a still greater increase which it is reasonable to 
anticipate on the completion of the Western Rail-road. The pur- 
chases of land in Boston, and the erection of buildings, which have 
thus become indispensable, have called for a considerable increase in 
the investment of capital, as will be seen in the statement of expendi- 
tures charged to the account of construction. 
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The portion of the second track of the Rail-road, of seven miles 
in length, extending from Natick to Hopkinton, mentioned in the last 
annual report, was completed early in the season, and has since been 
in constant use. The Directors have resolved to make an addition 
of twelve miles in length to the second track, in the course of the 
ensuing summer. Arrangements have been already made for pro- 
ceeding in this work early in the season. 

The work of improving the track in the deep cuts, by deepening 
the drains, removing the wet and clayey earth, and substituting gravel, 
and in some cases widening the cuts, was continued during the past 
summer. There are some further portions of the road on which it is 
proposed to make this improvement, as the most effectual method of 
guarding the track against the injurious elTects of frosts, and diminish- 
ing the expense of repairs. 

In addition to the two daily passenger trains in winter, and three 
daily in summer, which have been heretofore run on this road, a more 
rapid train has been established since the opening of the Norwich and 
Worcester road, in connexion with a train on that road, and a line of 
Steam- boats between Norwich and New York. 

This train, which runs six times a week each way, with the excep- 
tion of two or three of the winter months, makes but one stop between 
Boston and Worcester, and traverses the forty-five miles in two hours, 
the residue of the line to Norwich being travelled in two and a half 
hours. Two of the daily trains in summer, and one in winter, are so 
connected with corresponding trains on the Western and Norwich 
Roads, as to form uninterrupted lines of travel from Boston to Spring- 
field and to Norwich. 

There was no interruption of the regular trains on the road during 
the year, by snow storms or any other cause, with the exception of 
three days of January of last year; when the road was so much ob- 
structed by snow and ice, that the' trips due on those days were delayed, 
and part of them were entirely defeated. 

In consequence of improvements which have been made in the snow 
ploughs now in use on the road, and in the manner of applying them, 
the obstructions occasioned by snow storms are much more expedi. 
tiously removed, than was practicable during the first years of the 
operations of the road. 

For the purpose of meeting the additional charges of construction, 
occasioned by the enlargement of the depots, the improvement of the 
track, and the progress which has been made and is now contemplated 
in the second track, the stockholders, on the 16th day of November 
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last, voted to increase the capital stock of the corporation to $2,000,000 
by the creation of 2,000 additional shares, in the manner authoriased 
by the charter ; the greater part of this stock has been taken at par by 
the stockholders in the proportions in which they were entitled to it, 
and the residue can be disposed of at an advance. 

The amount expended the past year, and charged to 

the account of construction, was . $146,895 91 

Previously charged to the same account, . 1,848,085 82 

Total, ..... 91,994,981 73 

Deduct : '* reserved fund " for decay of sleepers, and 

wear of road engines and cars, 6&c., beyond repairs, 60,000 

Present valuation of road^-depots, buildings, engines, 

and other property, .... $1,934,981 73 

Amount of income received the past year : 

From passengers, $170,855 45 

freight, mail, &c., 92,819 24 

rents, storage, &.C., . 3,872 72 






267,547 41 



Expenditures during the year, exclusive of the 
amount charged to the account of construction 

For repairs of engines and cars, $16,667 55 

« repairs of road, 40,730 82 

'* all other expenses, . 83,043 58 



140,441 95 



Semi-annual dividends of profits declared : 

July 1, 1840, 3 per cent. .... 54,000 

January 1, 1841, 3 per cent. . . .' . 54,000 



Total, $108,000 00 

Which is re^ctfully submitted, by the Directors, 

NATHAN HALE, 
DAVID HENSHAW, 
DANIEL DENNY, 
ELIPHALET WILLIAMS, 
NATHANIEL HAMMOND, 
GEORGE MOREY, 
ADDISON GILMORE, 
yOSES WILLUMS. 
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Boston, January 30, A, D, 1841. 

Suffolk, 55. 

Then personally appeared Nathan Hale, David Henshaw, Daniel 
Denny, Eliphalet Williams, Nathaniel Hammond, George Morey, 
Addison Gilmore, Moses Williams, and generally made oath, that the 
foregoing Report by them severally subscribed is true, according to 
their knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

WM. R. P. WASHBURN, 
Justice of the Peace. 
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 



or TRB 



CHARLESTOWN BRANCH 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable the Legislctture of the CommontoeaUh of Masscuhu' 

setts. 

The Directors of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company do 
hereby respectfully make their Fifth Annual Report of their acts and 
doings, receipts and expenditures, under their Act of Incorporation. 

Since the last Report, the road has been extended from Gray's Wharf, 
easterly to Swett's Wharf, the distance of four hundred and sixty-five 
feet, to the point authorized by the Act of Incorporation : — the Com- 
pany has caused a survey to be made, for the purpose of petitioning the 
Legislature at its present session, for leave to extend their road to the 
Boston and Worcester Rail-road. 

By a statement of the Treasurer made up to the 15th inst., it ap- 
pears, that the receipts of the Company the past year have been. 

For transportation of merchandize, . . $1,836 26 

<< miscellaneous receipts, .... 1,409 09 



Total, . »3,545 35 
And the expenditures have been to same date. 

For construction of road, .... $1,593 86 

'* miscellaneous expenses, .... 2,552 95 

" repairs of road, 29 43 

Total, «4,176 24 
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In compliance with " An Act concerning Rail-road Corporations/' 
passed April I9th, 1837, the Directors further report, 

The total amount of capital paid in, is . . $100,200 00 
The amount expended as follows, viz : 

For construction of road, 62,098 87 

" land and land damages, .... 23,35657 

" miscellaneous expenses, .... 7,925 66 

Total cost of road, $93,381 10 

The whole length of the road, as now completed from the junction 
with the Boston and Lowell road to Swett's Wharf, is seven thousand 
three hundred and sixty-five feet. 



All which is respectfully submitted. 



JAMES DANA, 
THOMAS C. SMITH, 
ABIJAH GOODRIDGE, 
EBEN. BARKER, 
JACOB HITTINGER, 



Charhstown January/ I8th, 1841. 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Charlestoum, January 18/A, 1841. 
Middlesex, ss. 

Personally appeared the aforegoing named James Dana, Thomas C. 
Smith, Abijah Goodridge, Ebenezer Barker and Jacob Hittinger, being 
Directors in the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Corporation, and sev- 
erally made oath that the foregoing report by them respectfully sub- 
scribed, is true according to their best knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

WM. WYMAN, Justice of the Peace. 
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FIFTH ANNUAL EEPORT 

OF THE 

EASTERN RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 

monweoHh of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the Eastern Rail-road Company, respectfully make 
their Fifth Annual Report. 

At the time of our last annual report, the Rail-road had been con- 
structed and opened for use from Boston to Ipswich, — a distance of 
about twenty-five miles. Since that time, the grading of the Road 
bed has been continued, and the superstructure laid over the remain- 
ing part of the line to the boundary of the State of New Hampshire, 
between the towns of Salisbury in Massachusetts and Seabrook in 
New Hampshire. In passing through the town of Newburyport, the 
road passes High street, — an important avenue — and several other 
streets, by a tunnel, so much beneath the surface of those streets, as 
to require no alteration in their grades, and by a viaduct over Merri- 
mack street on the bank of the river, causing no interruption to the 
accustomed use of these streets. . 

The depot or station house, is located upon Washington street, 
about midway between the tunnel and the viaduct, where the Road 
bed is nearly on a level with the street which is crossed on its surface — 
thus forming a convenient stopping place, central, and easily accessi- 
ble to the important business of that town and vicinity. The bridge 
across the Merrimack has been completed in accordance with the plan 
described in our last report to the Legislature. 

It consists of a structure of truss or frame-work of wood, resting 
upon the piers of the former Newburyport bridge, of about one thou- 
sand feet in length, which frame supports two floors, one at the top 
for the passage of the Rail-road, and the other near the bottom of the 
frame, which will conveniiently accommodate the common carriage and 
foot travel passing the river at that place. 
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The Rail-road is carried on to this bridge from the embi^nkments oa 
each side of the river over a structure of wooden piers, resting upcm 
masonry on the low banks of the river, — this part of the structure 
being, in the whole, of more than one thousand feet in length. The 
main bridge is protected from the weather by a covering of tin upon 
the upper floor, and is found upon trial to be remarkably firm and well 
adapted for the purpose intended ; convenient draws for the passage 
of vessels are provided in each of the floorings of the bridge, which 
are so constructed, as to be opened with great facility and expedition. 

That part of the Road between Ipswich and Newbuk'yport, was opened 
for travel to a point a little south of High street, in the latter place, on 
the nineteenth of June last. It was continued to the present depot, in 
Newburyport, on the twenty-eighth of August, and to the line of the 
State on the ninth of November, on which day the Eastern Railroad, 
in New Hampshire, was opened for use to Portsmouth, since which 
time the two roads have been operated in connexion with each other, 
in pursuance of an agreement between the two companies hereafter 
described. 

The books of the Treasurer have been examined by 
a committee of Directors, to the 31st ult., and the 
capital stock paid in by the stockholders, is . $1,364,190 12 

Amount of loan of scrip from the Commonwealth, . 500,000 

The amount expended for the construction of the 
road, buildings, engines and cars, and other per- 
manent works, since the date of our last report, 
has beeb ...... 656,925 61 

The amount of profits carried forward from the year 

1839, is . . . . . . 13,862 50 

Balance due for mail transportation, . 1,975 



$15,837 50 



From the accounts of the superintendent, which 
have also been examined, it appears that the income 
of the Road, during the past year, has been as fol- 
lows : 

Income from passengers, deducting 
amounts paid for ferriages at East 
Boston, . . . $164,970 82 

4 



2S RAIL-ROAD REPORTS. 

Brought over, . 164,970 82 16,837 60 

From merchandize transportation, . 7,925 20 

mail transportation, . . 3,842 73 
gravel transportation, rents, < 
interest, and other miscellaneous 

receipts, . . 7,158 25 



it 



183,297 

•199,134 50 
And that the current expenses arising from the 
business of the Road during the year have been, 

For repairs of Road, .... 7,909 39 
" repairs of engines and cars, and work done in 

machine shop, ..... 12,915 83 

For fuel, wages of men, salaries, and other expenses, 64,968 31 



$85,793 53 



From the income of the Road, there has been paid 

interest to the Commonwealth on loan, • * . 19,500 

To the Eastern Rail-road in New Hamp- 
shire, pursuant to agreement, . . 12,154 

And divided among the stockholders, . 68,860 



81,014 



Since the date of our last report, an indenture has been ex- 
ecuted, pursuant to an agreement between this company and the East- 
ern Rail-road in New Hampshire, (a copy of which indenture is 
hereunto annexed) by which the entire right to use said Road in New 
Hampshire, with locomotive engines, carriages, &^c., is granted by 
lease to this company for the term of ninety-nine years. By this 
arrangement, the two roads forming one continuous line, are placed for 
practical use under one direction, and can be managed with much more 
economy, efficiency and safety, than if separately conducted, while by 
the agreement of the parties, the dividends of profits will be equal 
upon the stock of the two roads, in proportion to the respective capi- 
tals paid in. The amount paid in pursuance of this agreement, is 
already inserted in this report. The amount received in consequence 
of said agreement cannot be accurately stated, inasmuch as the Road 
in New Hampshire has been opened but a short time, and is run only 
as a continuation of our own Road. 
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All of which is respectfully submitted, 

GEORGE PEABODY, 
JOHN HOOPER, 
WM. STURGIS, 
DAVID A. NEAL, 
ISAIAH BREED, 
DANIEL ADAMS 3d, 
S. R. PUTNAM, 
JNO. ELIOT THAYER, 
AMOS BINNEY, 
GEO. HOWE. 



Boston, ^d January, 184 L 



Boston, January 22(f, 1841. 



Suffolk ss. 

Then John Hooper, William Sturgis, D. A. Neal, Isaiah Breed, 
Daniel Adams 3d, S. R. Putnam, John Eliot Thayer, Amos Binney, 
George Howe and George Peabody, appeared, and severally made 
oath, that the foregoing statement is true, according to the best of 
their knowledge. 

Before me, 

B. T. REED. 
Justice of the Peace. 



Copy of articles of agreement of two parts, made this eighteenth 
day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and forty, by and between " the Eastern Rail-road in New Hamp- 
shire," a Corporation duly established by the authority of the State of 
New Hampshire of the first part, and '^ the Eastern Rail-road Comi- 
pany," a Corporation duly established by the authority of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, of the second part. 

Whereas the said *' Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire" was duly 
incorporated by an Act of the Legislature of said State of New 
Hampshire, approved on the eighteenth day of June A. D., eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, with authority '< to locate, construct and finally 



S4 RAIL-ROAD REPORTS. 

complete a Rail-road, btgaming at the line which dividei the State of 
Massachusetts from the State of New Hampshire, at the town of Sea* 
brook, thence running in a northerly direction to the line which divides 
the State of Maine from the State of New Hampshire at the town of 
Portsmouth, in such manner and form as they shall deem most expedi- 
ent,'' with all the rights, powers and privileges therein expressed and 
contained ; and whereas other and additional rights, powers and privi- 
leges were granted to said Corporation, in and by another Act of the 
said Legislature, approved on the second day of July, A. D., eighteen 
hundred and thirty-nine, as will more fully appear by reference to said 
respective Acts ; and whereas the said Corporation, party hereto of the 
first part, has been duly organized and has accepted each of said Acts, 
and located its road ; and whereas the second section of the last mentioned 
Act is in the following words, viz : ''And be it further enacted, that the 
said Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire be, and they hereby are, au- 
thorized and empowered to lease a part, or the entire right to use said 
Eastern Railroad in New Hampshire by locomotives, cars, carriages^ 
and engines to such person or Corporation, and upon such terms, as 
they may deem proper :" Now, therefore, the said parties hereto have 
agreed, and do hereby grant, covenant and agree, each to and with the 
other in manner and form following, that is to say : 

First, — ^The said Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire, for the con- 
sideration hereinafter mentioned, doth hereby grant, demise and lease 
to the said Eastern Rail-road Company, party hereto of the second 
part, the said Rail-road in New Hampshire as now located, and as the 
same or any part or parts thereof may hereafter be located, and every 
part thereof, and all and singular branch roads, and other Rail-roads 
of said Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire that may be connected 
therewith; and all singular side-tracks, turn-outs, turn-tables and other 
'Conveniences and things that may be laid, made or constructed in con- 
nexiiim with, or for the accommodation of said main road, or any snch 
branrAi road oi^ roads ; and the entire right to use the same, by loco- 
motive, ears, carriages, and engines and otherwise, to and through the 
Whole extent to which the same have been, or hereafter may be located, 
built or constructed ; also all real estate, depots, buildings and struo- 
tures whatever that may be acquired or built for the use or accommo- 
dlttion Of the same. And aM rights, easements, privileges and appur- 
tenances thereof; and the right and authority to make and complete 
the satae, and to construct and finish any and all buildings and other 
iiccdiiimodati<Ai8 in, upon and about the premises, which t^ said party 
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hereto of the second part, its representatives, or agents may deen 
needful, at the cost md expense of the party hereto of the first part; 
and the right to demand and receive t<rfls, rent and every other legal 
and proper compensation for the use of said demised premises^ or any 
part thereof; 

To have, hold and enjoy the said demised and granted premises, rights, 
privileges, powers and authority to the sdid Eastern Rail-road Company, 
(party hereto of the second part,) its successors and assigns, from and 
after the said eighteenth day of Fehruary, A. D. eighteen hundred and 
forty, for and during the full term of ninety-nine years thence next 
ensuing ; yielding and paying therefm*, as the rent thereof, from time 
to time, on the same days when the said party, hereto of the second 
part, shall pay dividends to its own stockholders, a sum of money 
which shall hear the same proportion to the whole cost and expenses 
tneurred, prior to the time of paying said rent, in obtaining, making 
and constructing said Rail-road in New Hampshire, and its appurte- 
nances, which the amount of such dividend of said party, hereto of 
the second part, to its stockholders, shall bear to the whole cost and 
expenses, incurred and paid by said stockholders, prior to the same 
time, in obtaining, making and constructing its Rail-road in the said 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and the appurtenances thereof, and 
so that the said party, hereto of the first part, shall receive the same 
per centage on the whole amount of its expenditures, in obtaining and 
constructing its said Rail-road and the appurtenances thereof, in New 
Hampshire, as the party of the second part shall pay, in such dividend, 
on the whole amount of its expenditures paid by its stockholders, in 
obtaining and constructing its own Rail-road, and the appurtenances 
thereof in Massachusetts ; and the amount of expenditures and ex- 
penses, to be ascertained from time to time, as aforesaid, shall include 
the whole expenditures and expenses incurred and paid by said stock- 
holders, in obtaining, locating, building, and completing each of said 
Rail-roads and its branches, depots, and appurtenances ; and the rent, 
hereby reserved, shall be paid from the net income of the Rail-roads 
of the parties hereto, to be ascertained in the manner expressed in the 
fourth article hereof, and shall be paid to the treasurer of said party, 
hereto of the first part, who shall demand and receive the same at the 
place of residence of the treasurer of the said Eastern Rail-road Com- 
pany. 

Second, — The said party, hereto of the first part, hereby covenants 
with the said party, hereto of the second part, its successors and as- 
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^ns, that the said partj, hereto of the first part, will, without unne- 
cessary delay, at its own cost and expense, and to the satisfaction of a 
majority of the Directors of the said Eastern Rail-road Company, con- 
struct and complete a Rail-road, the entire length of the route to Portih 
mouth, in said State of New Hampshire, as described in the act in- 
corporating the party, hereto of the first part, and will purchase, build, 
construct and complete all such lateral tracks, turn-outs, switches, 
turn-tables, depots, buildings and fixtures, as the party, hereto of the 
second part, or a majority of its Directors, shall require, all which the 
said party, hereto of the second part, its representatives and assigns, 
shall have, hold and enjoy, as parts of the demised premises, during 
the term aforesaid. 

Third,— And the said Eastern Rail-road Company, party hereto of 
the second part, for itself and its representatives, doth hereby covenant 
and agree with the said party, hereto of the first part,^ its successors 
and assigns, that the said party, hereto of the second part, will, during 
the term aforesaid, pay unto the said party, hereto of the first part, its 
successors and assigns, the said rent, hereinbefore reserved, at the 
times and in the manner aforesaid ; and at the end of said term, shall 
and will peacefully yield up the said demised premises, unto the party, 
hereto of the first part, its successors or assigns, in as good condition 
as the same are now in, or i|pay be put in, by said party, hereto of the 
firsi part, reasonable use and wear thereof, or damage or destruction 
thereof, by fire or other casualties excepted. , 

Fourth, — From and out of the gross amount of the tolls and income 
of the Rail-roads owned by the said parties hereto respectively, shall 
be deducted and paid, from time to time, all charges and expenses that 
may be incurred by said party, hereto of the second part, in rebuilding, 
maintaining and keeping in good condition, said Rail-road buildings 
and the bridges and other structures and property, that may be held or 
used in connexion therewith, and their appurtenances ; also all taxes 
which shall be assessed on the same, or on any part thereof, during said 
term ; also the rents of such real estate, as may be hired by said party, 
of the second part, in conducting the business of said roads, and the 
tolls, charges and maintenance of any ferry or ferries ; also the cost 
and expense of renewing, replacing and keeping in repair any and all 
moving power, engines and cars, that may be used on the said Rail- 
roads respectively ; also the cost and expense of purchasing and pro- 
curing fuel ; also the salaries, wages and compensation of all superin- 
tendents, engineers, agents, clerks^ assistants and servants who may be 
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employed by the party, of the second part, upon said Rail-roads, or 
either of them, or any part thereof, or in any basiness connected there- 
with, or relating thereto, and all just claims for damages that may be 
sustained by any person or persons trarelling in the cars, on either of 
said Rail-roads, and for the loss, destruction, or damage of any prop- 
erty that may be carried in said cars, and all and singular costs, Ex- 
penses and damages which said party, hereto of the second part, may 
be liable for, as common carriers; and generally, all charges that may 
be incurred in the management of the business or concerns of the said 
Rail-roads, or any part thereof, and all incidental charges and expenses, . 
and the interest that may accrue on any past or future loans made by 
said Commonwealth, or otherwise to said party, of the second part, 
and all sums required to be paid, as a sinking fund, for the redemption 
of any such loan or loans ; and out of the balance remaining, (being 
the net income of said roads) the rent hereinbefore reserved, shall be 
paid to the party, hereto of the first part, in the proportion and manner 
provided in the first article hereof. And if, at any time, the said par- 
ty, hereto of the second part, shall not deem it expedient to declare 
and pay to its stockholders its proportion of said net income as a divi- 
dend, it shall, nevertheless, pay to said party, of the first part, its 
ratable proportion, as aforesaid, of such net income semi-annually, in 
each and every year, when said party, of the second part, shall not de- 
clare and pay a dividend of said net income to its own stockholders. 
Provided, however, and it is hereby expressly agreed, that the said par- 
ty, hereto of the second part, may reverse and retain in its own hands 
and possession, from and out of the net income or rent so belonging 
to said party, of the first part, such sum and sums of money, as a ma- 
jority of the Directors of the party, of the second part, may vpte to be 
expedient, but which reserved fund shall never exceed in the whole, at 
any one time, ten per centum of the amount of the capital stock of 
said Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire actually paid in : and the 
said reserved fund, and the interest or income, that may be obtained 
thereon by said party, hereto of the second part, shall be appropriated 
from time to time, as a majority of its Directors shall vote to be expe- 
dient and for the advantage of said Eastern Rail-road in New Hamp- 
shire. And at the expiration of said term of ninety-nine years, or 
other sooner termination of these presents, the amount of such re- 
served fund, then remaining undisposed of, and belonging to said party, 
of the first part, shall be paid to it. 

Fifth, — ^The said party, hereto of the second part, shall have and ex- 
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erciie the whoU and exclusive possession, contrd, management «ui 
direction of the Rail-road and premises hereby demised ; and the ir- 
revocable right and authority to use the name of the party, hereto of, 
the first part, in all suits and proceedings in law and in equity, and in 
all cases in which it may be needful, for the purpose of recovering 
rents, tolls and income or compensation for any damage that may be 
done to any of the said demised premises, or for the purpose of obtain- 
ing, holding, or quietly enjoying the property and rights hereby granted 
and demised, or for any other purpose consistent with the true intent 
and meaning of this instrument. 

Sixth, — If any disagreement or diiSerence of opinion shall arise be- 
tween the parties hereto, on any subject touching the premises, or con- 
cerning any matter or thing herein contained, the same shall be settled 
and determined by the award or decision, in writing, of three arbitra- 
trators, one of whom shall be appointed, in writing, by each of the 
parties hereto, and the third by the two persons so appointed by the 
said parties, and if either of the parties hereto shall not appoint an ar- 
bitrator and notify the other party in writing, of such appointment, 
within thirty days next after being requested in writing by the other 
party to make such appointment, the latter party may, in that case, in 
writing, appoint two of such arbitrators, who shall, in writing, appoint 
a tliird arbitrator, and the arbitrators appointed in either of said modes, 
shall notify each of the parties hereto, of the time and place when 
aiir] where they may be heard by said arbitrators, on the subject of 
such disagreement or difference : and in default of the appearance of 
either party after due notice as aforesaid, the said arbitrators may pro- 
ceed exparte, and any award or decision made by said arbitrators, or 
by any majority of them, shall be final and conclusive upon the parties, 
and may be given in evidence, or pleaded in bar, in any proceedings 
in law or in equity, concerning the subject so submitted.. 

Seventh, — The said party, hereto of the first part, for itself, its suc- 
cessors and representatives, covenants and agrees with the said pju'ty, 
hereto of the second part, its successors and assigns, that the said party, 
hereto of the second part, its successors and assigns performing and 
observing the covenants and agreements herein contained, on its and 
their part to be kept and perforiy^ed, shall and may peacefully hold and 
enjoy the said demised premises, during the term aforesaid, without 
hindrance or interruption by said party, hereto of the first part, or any 
person or persons claiming under it. 
In witness whereof, the said << Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire,'' 
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hath caused this instrament and one other of like tenor and date, to 
be sealed with its common seal, signed by Ichabod Goodwin, its Presi- 
dent, and countersigned by Benjamin T. Reed, its Treasurer. And 
the said " Eastern Rail-road Company " hath caused the same instru- 
ments to be sealed with its common seal, to be signed by George Pea- 
body, its President, and countersigned by Benjamin T. Reed, its 
Treasurer, the day and year first before written. 

Signed, 

ICHABOD GOODWIN, 

President of the Eastern Rail-road, in New Hampshire, 

Countersigned, 

B. T. REED, Treasurer, 

Signed, 

GEORGE PEABODY, 

President Eastern Rail-road Company. 

Countersigned, 

B. T. REED, Treasurer. 

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of us, 

SAMUEL HALE, 
W. S. TUCKERMAN, 
W. B. FOSDICK, 
W. H. Y. HACKETT. 

4 

Whereas, an indenture of two parts, bearing date the 18th of Feb- 
ruary, 1840, proposed to be made and e^ccute^, by and between the 
Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire, of the first part, and the East- 
ern Rail-road Company of the second part, for the purpose of granting 
and demising to the last named Corporation the Rail-road of the 
first named Corporation, and for the other purposes therein named, 
has been read and carefully examined, and considered at the meeting; 
now it is voted, unanimously, that Ichabod Goodwin, Esq., the Presi- 
dent of this Corporation, be, and he is hereby authorized and in- 
structed, in the name and behalf thereof, to sign, seal with its common 
seal, execute, deliver and acknowledge the said indenture as the free 
act and deed of the said Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire, and 

5 
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

LOWELL AND NASHUA 

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable, the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Ifossoeitf- 

t setts: 

The Directors of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation 
hereby submit their Fifth Annual Report of their acts and doings, 
receipts and expenditures, under their acts of incorporation, for the 
year ending November 20, 1840. 

The total amount of capital stock paid in, 

November 20, 1839, was 2,990 shares, or . 9299,000 00 

Sold since, 510 shares, or . . . . 51,000 00 

Total amount paid in, Nov. 20, 1840, . 9350,000 00 



The amount expended for construction of Road, and 

actually paid, up to November 20, 1839, was 9353,602 U 

Since that date, the following sums have been ex- 
pended and paid for the same purpose 

For land, damages, and fencing, 
'* superstructure, iron, d&c, 
** depots and fixtures, 
" engines and cars, 
'' expenses. 



97,817 95 

1,284 52 

1,449 69 

4,451 57 

37 50 



Amount expended for year ending Nov. 20, 1840, . 15,041 63 

Total cost of Road, as paid to Nov. 20, 1840, 9368,703 77 
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There is also a coii8iderabIe]sum due for land^&c., 
which is not yet paid, and which will increase the 
cost of the road proportionately. 

The earnings of the Road for the year ending 
Nov. 20, 1840, collected and due, are as follows : 

From passengers, . . 935,793 95 

freight, . . . 46,549 25 

miscellaneous, . . 295 56 






Total income for year, . 982,638 76 

The expenses of the Road during the same period, 
paid aivl unpaid, are as follows : 

For repairs of Road in Massachusetts, . 91,768 62 

*' " " " " New Hampshire, 1,678 34 

" " " engines and cars,* . 4,736 92 

Boston and Lowell Rnil-road Corporatibn, 17,724 78 

Charlestown Wharf Company, . 1,342 54 

Charlestown Branch Rail-road, . 818 66 

Fuel, oil, salaries, and expenses, . 24,463 03 

Total expenses for year, . . 52,532 89 

Total estimated profits per year, . . $30,105 87 

From this amount, the following dividends have 
been declared during the year : 

May 27, 1840, 3} per cent, on 3,500 shares, 912,250 00 
Nov. 25, 1840, 4 " « « " " 14,000 00 



926,250 00 



Leaving a balance, including bad debts, &c., to be 
carried to general depreciation and contingency 
account, of .... . 93,955 87 



The contract mentioned in our last annual report, as having been 
made with the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, for the trans- 
portation of our freight over a part of their road is still in force. In 
pursuance of that contract, we have paid to said Corporation for said 
services, for the year ending Nov 19, 1840, the sum of 917,724 78. 
As the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation furnish cars and 
attendants, and guarantee the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corpora- 
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tion against liability for damages, which may happen, as per eontract, 
the latter merely furnishing motive power between Lowell and Charles- 
town, 24 miles, by attaching our cars to their trains, the price paid to 
them, for such serTice, is deemed unreasonable, and deserving of 
legislative examination. We have economized the expenses of oar 
Road, that the price of fare and freight might be reduced, thus benefit 
ing the public to that extent, and it is desirable to make a farther 
reduction. But in order to do this, or even to afford us a reasonaUe 
remuneration, without any reduction of prices, the compensation paid 
by us to the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, most be very 
greatly reduced. 

A contract was also made with said Corporation, Febmary 13, 1840, 
to take effect March 2, 1840, by which the Nashua and Lowell Rail- 
road Corporation agreed to furnish cars and attendants to run over the 
Boston and Lowell Rail-road between Boston and Lowell sufficient for 
the transportation of all our passengers over their Road, the latter 
merely furnishing motive power between Lowell. and Boston, our cars 
being attached to their passenger train. For this service the Nashoa 
and Lowell Rail-road Corporation were to pay 87^ cents for each pas- 
senger from Nashua to Boston, and in the same proportion for way 
passengers, ^nd to be responsible for all accidents which might occur 
to persons or property, as per contract, a copy of which is hereto 
appended. Under this contract, for the nine months ending November 
30, 1840, there has been transported in our cars, over the Boston 
and Lowell Rail-road, 26,631 passengers, besides 1,414} way passen- 
gers. From these there has been received the sum of $27,575 07, 
out of which there has been paid to said Corporation under said con- 
tract f 24, 128 20, — a sum in our opinion much too large and dispro- 
portiona^e^ and equally deserving of legislative examination and cor- 
rection. Especially is this the case, when we consider the vast increase 
of travel and freight which has passed and still passes over their Road 
since, and in consequence of, the opening of the Nashua and LoweD 
Rail-road. . This contract was made for the better accommodation of 
our passengers, and the terms were the best which could be obtained. 

The contracts with the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, 
and the Charlestown Wharf Company, are still in force. Under the 
former, there has been paid the sum of 9818 66, and under the latter, 
the sum of 91,342 54. 

At the annual meeting in May last, the Corporation voted to increase 
the Capital stock 930,000, by the sale of 300 additional shares. In 



RAIL^aOAD REPORTS. §5 

pursuance of this vote, the DireetcNrs proceeded to sell the same at 
public auction, December 16, 1840, making the amount of capital 
stock paid in at this date 3,800 shares, or 9080,000. 

All which is respectfully submitted by 

HENRY UPHAM, 
C. H. ATHERTON, 
JESSE BOWERS, 
HENRY TIMMINS. 

Directors. 



State of New Hampshire. 

January 7, 1841. 

Hillsborough, ss. 

Then personally appeared Jesse Bowers and Charles H. Atherton, 

and made solemn oath, that the above Report by them subscribed, in 

in their belief true. 

Before me, 

CHARLES J. FOX, 

Justice of the Peace. 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

January 22, 1841. 
Suffolk, ss. 

Then personally appeared Henry Upham and Henry Timmins, and 
made solemn^^ath that the above report by them subscribed, is in their 
belief true. 

Before me, 

JAMES K. MILLS. 
Justice of the Peace. 



{Copy.) 

By this contract made and concluded this twelfth day of February, 
A. D. eighteen hundred and forty, by and between the Nashua and 
Lowell Railroad Corporation, by Onslow Stearns their Agent hereto, 
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duly authorized of the one part; and the Boston and Lowell Rail-road 
Corporation, by Charles S. Storrow, their [Agent] hereto daly author- 
ized, of the other part, it is mutually agreed as follows, to wit: 

That the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation will famish 
suitable cars to run between Nashua and Boston for the conveyance of 
all passengers who wish to pass over the Boston and Lowell Rail-road, 
or some part thereof, in connexion with the Nashua and Lowell Rail- 
road, or sctme part thereof, and will also furnish such attendants as 
may be necessary for the proper security of said passengers and their 
baggage. 

And the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, in consideration 
of the premises, hereby engage on their part, to deduct from the usual 
fare of one dollar per passenger, the sum of twelve and a half cents 
for the whole distance between Lowell and Boston, and a proportion- 
ate deduction for" any part of the distance, which deduction is to be 
retained by the Naishua and Lowell Rail*road Corporation as a com- 
pensation to them for the use of their cars and attendants, and for the 
risks assumed by them as below stated, — the Boston and Lowell Rail- 
road Corporation finding for the accommodation of such cars and pas- 
sengers the same Depot-room accommodations they do for their own 
cars and passengers. 

And it is mutually understood and agreed, that the said Nashua and 
Lowell Rail-road Corporation are to take no passengers in their cars 
to be transported over any part of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road, 
w iihout the consent of the Agent of the latter road, except such as 
shall have first come to Lowell in said cars over some part of said 
Nashua and Lowell Rail-road, or such as shall proceed from Lowell in 
said cars towards Nashua in the same train. 

And it is further mutually agreed, that said cars are to be attached 
to the regular passenger trains of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road 
Corporation, and that each party will take upon themselves all risk of 
accident or damage to their respective cars, or to persons or baggage 
conveyed in them over any part of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road, 
whatever may be the cause of such accidents or damage, in the same 
manner as if such party owned the whole road and train, and will make 
no claim upon the other party on account thereof, but on the contrary, 
will indemnify the other party from all responsibility for such accident 
or damage. >, 

And it is further mutually agreed, that in case of a future applica- 
tion to the Legislature, or any tribunal established for the purpose, 
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this contract is to be used by ^either party as having any bearing on 
the terms to be established under such application. 

This contract is to go into operation on the second day of Maroh 
next, and to continue in force for the period of one year, and until 
altered by the mutual consent of the parties, or by or under the au- 
thority of the Legislature. 

In testimony whereof, the said Agents of the parties have hereto set 
their hands the day and year first mentioned. 

(Signed,) 

CHARLES S. STORROW, 

Agent of the B, and Z. R, R» Corporation, 

ONSLOW STEARNS, 

Superintendent of Nashua and Lowell Rail-road, 
Witness, 

Eliphalet Hills. 



At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Nashua and Lowell Rail- 
road Corporation, holden at Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, on 
the twenty-seventh day of January, A. D. 1841, for the purpose of 
investigating the accounts and expenditures of said Corporation, and 
for deciding what sums of expenditure made by said Corporation, are 
applicable to that part of said Road, lying in New Hampshire, and 
also what part is chargeable to that part of said Road lying in Massa- 
chusetts, said accounts were examined and apportioned as follows : 

The whole length of said Road is 14^ miles, lOOio feet, or 75,389|2 
feet, of which 47,276fo ^'^^^ lie within the State of Massachusetts, and 
28,113 feet within the State of New Hampshire. 

There has been expended by said Corporation, in the engineer 

department, and charged to that account, the sum of $10,415 09, of 

which sum we apportion to that part of the Road lying in the State of 

New Hampshire, the sum of 93,883 85, and to that part of the Road 

lying in Massachusetts, the sum of $6,531 24. There has been paid 

for land and land damages, the sum of $69,482 04, of which sum we 

apportion to New Hampshire, $34,322 59, and to Massachusetts, 

$35,159 45. There has been expended for fencing, the sum of 

$3,834 45, of which sum we apportion to New Hampshire, $1,429 89. 

6 
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and to Massachusetts, 92,404 56. There has been expended for 
grading said Road, the sum of $82,767 16, of which sum we apportion 
to New Hampshire $30,788 67, and to Massachusetts, $51,978 49. 
There has been expended for lumber the sum of $3,599 52, of which 
sum we apportion to New Hampshire, $1,346 61, and to Massachu- 
setts, $2,252 91. There has been paid and charged to the account of 
superstructure, including sleepers and plank, laying rails, &c., the 
sum of $30,175 45, of which sum we apportion to New Hampshire, 
$11,252 60, and to Massachusetts, $18,922 85. There has been 
expended and charged to the iron account, the sum of $92,431 01, of 
which sum we apportion to New Hampshire $34,468 07, and to 
Massachusetts, $57,962 94. There has been expended for depots, 
the sum of $20,871 62, of which sum we apportion to New Hamp- 
shire, $16,952 67, and to Massachusetts, $3,918 95. There has 
been paid for engines and cars, the sum of $46,641 50, of which we 
apportion to New Hampshire, $17,392 89, and to Massachusetts, 
$29,248 61. There has also been expended for miscellaneous ex- 
penses the sum of $8,485 93, of which we apportion to New Hamp- 
shire, $3,163 13, and to Massachusetts, $5,322 80. 

The above sums are the amounts actually paid by said Corporation, 
for the several accounts above specified, up to November 20, 1840. 
The total cost of said Road, so far as paid up to said date, is 
$368,703 77, of which sum we have apportioned as above, to that 
part of the Road, lying within the State of New Hampshire, the sum 
of $155,000 97, and to that part of the Road lying within the State 
of Massachusetts the sum of $213,702 80. 

WILLIAM AMORY, 

Commissioner for the State of Massachusetts. 

CHARLES J. FOX, 

Commissioner for the State of New Hampshire, 

We, the subscribers, appointed by the States of Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire, Commissioners of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road, 
have examined the statement of accounts contained in the foregoing 
Report, and do approve of the same. 

WILLIAM AMORY, 

Commissioner for the State of Massflchusetts, 

CHARLES J. FO X 
Commissioner for the State of New Hampshire. 



RAIL-ROAD REPORTS. » 



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THX 

NEW BEDFORD AND TAUNTON 

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



I' , , I , I . .1 I J Sg 



To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com' 

monwealth of Massachusetts : 

The Directors of the New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road Corpora^ 
tion do hereby make their Second Annual Report of their acts and 
doings, receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation, 
to the 31st December, 1840. 

The amount received for assessments 

on 2,979 shares, is . . 6297,900 

Received for $50,000 Scrip of the 

State pledged for a Loan, . 48,000 

Received for $50,000 Scrip of the 

State pledged for a Loan, , 50,000 



9395,900 



Expenditures. 

Paid for preliminary surveys, . , 3,678 62 

'* engineering, including instruments, 15,296 18 
land damages and fencing, . 60,579 84 

graduation and masonry, 123,829 42 
cleaving and grubbing, 9,803 
bridging, . 4,920 23 

loose rock, . 2,500 



u 






- 141,052 65 
lumber and preparing same, 18,366 36 

transporting lumber and iron for the 

Road, 8,468 13 
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Paid for Rail-road iron, (rails, 

spikes, &c.,) 100,231 43 

'^ cast iron chairs, . 4,420 12 

104.651 55 

* 

laying rails, . . 16,800 

depot and fixtures, . 11,419 76 

^* miscellaneous expenses, including 

balance of interest, . 7,269 74 

6387,582 83 

(The above is the cost of the Road to 31st December, 1840.) 

Amount paid for 20-31 parts of engines and cars, 924,605 29. 

The Road was opened for the transportation of passengers and mer- 
chandize on the 2nd July, 1840, from which time to 31st Decem- 
ber, 1840, 

The amount received for transportation of passen- 
gers, is ..... . $23,250 74 

The amount received for transportation of merchand- 
ize, is, .... . . 2,686 99 

The amount received for transportation of United 
States Mail, is . . . . . 499 80 

Total amount of receipts, $26,437 53 

The expenditures for same time, are 
Repairs on the Road, . . 2,565 09 
" << engines and cars, . 1,318 53 
Interest on $98,000 from 1st July to 31 st Dec. 2,750 
Fuel, oil, salaries, wages and other miscella- 
neous expenses, . . . 6,392 56 



$13,026 18 



The first dividend was declared January 4th, 1841, payable on the 
12th inst.,'of 3 per cent, on $297,900, amount of capital stock paid in. 

JOSEPH GRINNELL, 
ALFRED GIBBS, 
THOS. MANDELL, 
DAVID R. GREENE, 
PARDON G. SEABURY, 
WM. W. SWAIN, 
WM. A. CROCKER. 
New Bedford, January llth, 1841. 
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It may be proper to add, that the agreement made with the Taunton 
Branch Rail-road Corporation, (contained in their Annual Report of 
last year,) to own and run cars and engines, 6lc,, in connexion, the 
expense to be borne by each Corporation according to the length of 
their respective Roads, went into operation on the let day of July last. 

JOSEPH GRINNELL 
President of the N. B. and T, R. R. Cor. 



January nth, 184tl. 
Bristol, ss. 

Then personally appeared Joseph Grinnell, Thomas Mandell, AU 
fred Gibbs, Pardon G. Seabury, and David R. Greene, and made oath 
to the truth of the foregoing statement by them severally subscribed. 

Before me, 

NATH'L. S. SPOONER, 

Justice of the Peace, 



January I3th, 1841. 
Suffolk, ss. 

Then personally appeared the above named William W. Swain, and 
made oath to the truth of the foregoing statement by him subscribed. 

Before me, 

C. H. WARREN, 

Justice of the Peace. 
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 



or THK 



NORWICH AND WORCESTER 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION 



To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, 

The Directors of jthe Norwich and Worcester Rail-road Corporation, 
in obe4ience to the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
present their Fifth Annual Report, as follows : 

Since their last annual report, the Company have performed a large 
amount of labor in the arrangement for the business of the Road at 
Norwich. The Road-bed, between the upper and lower depot, has been 
formed by blasting from the solid rock. Extensive and permanent 
wliarves have been formed. A depot building of brick has been con- 
structed, 60 by 200 feet, of two stories, conveniently situated on 
the Steam-boat wharf 

The depot buildings at Worcester, are built in connexion with the 
Boston and Worcester Rail-road Company, at the junction of the two 
Rail-roads, and have been found during the past season, exceedingly 
convenient to the two Corporations and the Public. 

The buildings at ten way depots have been finished. In the town of 
Auburn, the place has not yet been selected for a depot, but a selec- 
tion will soon be made from the several places proposedr 

A thorough system of drainage has been adopted by the Superin- 
tendent, and the Road-bed has been kept in perfect order. 

The advantages anticipated in former reports, from the connexion 
with other Rail-roads, and with lines of steam-boats, have been, daring 
the past season, more than realized. 
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As a roate between Boston and New York, in the early part of the 
season, the arrangements were necessarily incomplete, arising from the 
unfinished portion of the Road at Norwich, and other obvious causes : 
yet the favor shown by the public to the route has been highly gratify- 
ing. During the whole season, from March to Deceiiiber, the steam- 
boats on the line did not lose a single trip. 

By the present arrangement, the cars on the steam-boat train, pro- 
ceed unchanged from Boston to the Steam-boat wharf at Norwich, and 
the baggage of passengers is placed in crates, which remain unopened 
between Boston and New York. 

The steam-boats connected with the line, will be a new boat of 640 
tons burthen, built for the route, to be called the ** Worcester," and 
on the opposite days, the " Charter Oak," or ** New York." 

The connexion with the great Western Rail-road, at Worcester, has 
been found mutually advantageous, and on the completion of the Road 
to Albany, the advantages to both Roads will be very greatly increased. 

Arrangements have also been made for placing one or two freight- 
boats on the line, the ensuing Spring, to run regularly between Nor- 
wich and New York, transporting goods at fixed and moderate rates. 
It is believed to be the interest of the two principal lines between Bos- 
ton and New York, to make a moderate reduction of the rates of 
freight, previously existing ; and by great punctuality and despatch to 
obtain a considerably increased amount of the freighting business, 
between the two cities. 

A steam-boat will also be placed on the line to run between Nor- 
wich and New Haven, also to Sag Harbor on Long Island, in connex- 
ion with the regular trains on the Rail-road. 

The Company, although authorized by their charter to own steam- 
boats, have abstained entirely from taking any interest whatever in any 
steam-boat. 

Arrangements are in progress for procuring a survey of a route for 
a Rail-road, from Norwich to Lyme, at the mouth of Connecticut 
River, a distance of about twenty miles, and gentlemen of the highest 
respectability and energy are embarked in the undertaking. 

For a statement of the receipts and expenditures of the Company, 
the Directors refer to the report of the Commissioners appended to 
this report, and made a part of the same. 

A large amount of land on hand, not required for the use of the 
Road, and the amount to be received on the settlement of some claims 
due to the company, will considerably reduce this amount. 



44 



RAIL-ROAD REPORTS. 



The following is a statement of the business of the Road to Ist of 
January, 1841. 



1810. 



Pauengers. 



January, . • 
February, . 
March, . • 
April, . • 
May, . . . 
June, . • • 
July, . . . 
August, • . 
September, 
October, 
November, • 
December, • 



$8,570 55 
9,401 66 
9,769 57 
9,278 78 
11,647 96 
11,551 68 
9,007 32 
5,566 09 
4,106 34 



Freight. 



♦2,7^ 11 
2,747 a& 
2,992 13 
2,382 68 
3,157 60 
3,371 15 
3,329 06 
3,526 40 
3,947 00 



Rents, mail, and express receipts. 



Monthly rec'ts 



Total. 



$5,541 26 

11,349 66 
12,148 98 
12,761 70 
11,661 46 
14,804 96 
14,922 83 
12,336 38 
9,092 49 
8,053 34 



$112,673 06 
3,844 25 



$116,517 31 



The following is a statement of the expenditures, 
from 3l8t December, 1839, to 31st December, 1840 : 
Expenses from 31st Dec, 1839, to 31st July, 1840, 

" July, 1840, to 31st Dec, 1840, 
Miscellaneous expenses, .... 



$25,396 23 
24,107 37 
3,000 

$52,503 60 



All which is respectfully submitted, 

JOHN A. ROCKWELL, 
J. G. W. TRUMBULL, 
JNO. BREED, 
RALPH BOLLES, 
JEDEDIAH HUNTINGTON, 
RUSSELL HUBBARD, 
CHARLES COIT, 
C. W. ROCKWELL, 

W. A. BUCKINGHAM, 

Directors, 

Approved, CHAS. HUDSON, 

Commissioner for State of Massachusetts. 

JOHN D. WITT, 
Commissioner for State of Connecticut. 

Dated, Norwich, Jan. 30, 1841. 
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State op Connecticut. 

Norwich, Jan, 30, 1841. 

County of New London, ss. 

Personally appeared John A. Rockwell, Jonathan G. W, Trumbull, 
John Breed, Ralph Bolles, Jedediah Huntington, Russell Hubbard, 
Charles Coit, C. W. Rockwell, and William A. Buckingham, and 
made oath that the foregoing report is true, according to their best 
knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

JOHN DE WITT, 
Justice of the Peace, 



At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Norwich and Worcester 
Rail-road Company at Norwich, in the State of Connecticut, on the 
26th day of January, 1841, for the purpose of investigating the ac- 
counts and expenditures of said Company, and for deciding what sums 
of expenditure made by said Company are applicable to that part of 
said R^Hid, lying in Connecticut, and also what part is chargeable to 
that part of said Road, lying in Massachusetts; and having examined 
the accounts of said Company, we find that since the last settlement 
of the accounts of said Company, there has been expended by said 
Company, up to the 31st December, 1840^ — in the car- 
riage department, the sum of . . . 89,986 37 
For salaries, ..... 5,200 
'' contingent expenses, .... 22,128 49 
" office expenses, . . . . 1,324 37 
" interest, ..... 35,257 33 

$153,896 5« 



One third of which sum we have set to the State of 
Massachusetts, being « . ^ . 51,296 86 

And iwo ibifds of said sum we have set to the State of 

Connecticut, being .... 102,597 70 

There has been expended in Connecticut, for gradua- 
tion since the last oetdemeiily the 8^m of 10,360 24 
7 



4S 
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For masonry. 


14,881 18 


" bridges, 


9,357 10 


" floodgates, 


905 25 


" land and damages to land, 


16,777 80 


*' Rail-road foundations. 


9,562 50 


" Rail-road timber, 


22,521 92 


" laying rails, 


2,362 60 


** depot buildings, 


48,822 09 


" wharves, 


7,526 30 


" ditching, . . 


1,336 62 


I 


9153,422 60 


There has been expended in Massachusetts during the 


said time, for graduation, 


6,152 01 


For masonry. 


6,742 42 


" bridges. 


2,904 55 


** land and damages to land. 


16,746 22 


*' Rail-road foundations, . 


4,987 33J 


'* Rail-road timber. 


4,297 92 


" laying rails. 


1,972 37 


** depot buildings. 


12,796 09 


" ditching. 


1,127 45 




956,726 36} 



Amount expended in Connecticut up to December 31, 

1839, as per last report, .... 949,338 39| 
To which add expenditure to December 31, 1840, as 



above, . • 

Total in Connecticut, 
Amount expended in Massachusetts, 
to December, 1839, as per last re- 
port, • • • • 
To which add expenditure of 1840, 
as above, . . . . 



292,864 63 
91,242,203 02| 



411,188 87| 
124,079 95} 



Total expenditure in Massachusetts, 
Total amount of whole Road, 



9535,268 83^ 
91,777,471 86 



Said Commissioners also find, upon examination of the books of said 
Company, that said Corporation have kept distinct and separate ao* 
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counts of the expenditures in Connecticut and Massachusetts respec- 
tively, agreeably to the acts of said States, creating the present Nor- 
wich and Worcester Rail-road Company. And in regard to the re- 
ceipts and expenditures on said Road, the Corporation not being re- 
quired by their charter to keep separate accounts of the business done 
in the two States respectively, and such separate accounts being from 
the nature of the case impracticable, and no rule being given for a 
division of said receipts and expenditures, the Commissioners, on a full 
view of the subject, have adopted the length of the Road in the two 
States respectively, as the basis of the apportionment, and consequent- 
ly, we set two-thirds to Connecticut, and one-third to Massachusetts. 
We find that the receipts of the Corporation for the transportation of 
persons and merchandize up to December 31, 1840, as 

shown by the treasurer's books, amount to the sum of 881 ,778 54 
And the expenditures of the Corporation up to the same 

period, amount to the sum of . . . 44,172 98 

Leaving a net profit of ... 837,605 56 

or which we set to Connecticut, . . 25,070 37 

" '' Massachusetts, . . 12,535 19 

837,605 56 

We also find, from examining the books of the superin- 
tendent regularly kept, that the earnings of the Road 
firom the 31st December, 1839, to December 31, 1840, 
are as follows, viz : 

For passengers from April 1, . . 78,899 35 

** merchandize from April 1, ... 28,232 45 

Received prior to April 1, and mail rents, &c., . 9,385 51 

$116,517 31 



And that the expenditures on said Road for the same pe- 
riod, amount to ... . 952,503 60 

JOHN DE WITT, 
Commissumer for the State of Connecticut , 
CHARLES HUDSON, 
Commissioner for the State of Massachusetts. 
Norwich^ January 28, 1841. 
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SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 

TAUNTON BRANCH 

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts: 

The Directors of the Taunton Branch Rail -road Corporation, do 
hereby make the Sixth Annual Report of their, acts and doings, 
receipts and expenditures. 

Since their last annual report, the contract between this Corporation 
and the New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road Corporation, which was 
made part of such report, has gone into operation, and the expenses of 
transporting passengers and goods over the two Rail-roads, are now 
apportioned to the two Corporations, in proportion to the lengths of 
their respective Rail-roads. The cars and engines are also owned io 
common by the two Corporations in the same pr€|>ortion. 

The total amount of capital paid in, is . . $250^000 00 

The expenditures during the year ending Novem- 
ber 30, 1840, have been as follows : 

For repairs of the Rail-road, . . . 92,609 15 

** " ** engines and cars, . . . 1,714 43 

Amount paid to the Boston and Providence Rail- 
road Corporation for their proportion of the re- 
ceipts, . . . . . 23,187 99 

Amouni actually paid for new passenger and merchan- 
dize cars, . . . . . . 4,572" 67 

Miscellaneous expenses, .... 12,587 55 



Total amount of expenditures, . 944,671 79 
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The receipts during the year, ending November 30, 
1840/ have been as follows : 

Amount received for the transportation of passengers, 944,900 G2 
Amount received for the transportation of merchandize, 15,930 30 
Amount received from the New Bedford and Taunton 
Rail-road Corporation, under the contract above 
referred to, and also for their portion of the expen- 
ditures made at the depot in Taunton, for their 
accommodation, ..... 12,811 85 

Amount of other miscellaneous receipts, . . 1,834 44 

Total amount of receipts, . . $75,477 21 

Two dividends of three per cent each, have been 
made, payable on July 2, 1840, and January 1, 
1841, respectively, amounting in the aggregate, to 915,000 00 

All which is respectively submitted. 

THOS. B. WALES, 
SAMUEL FROTHINGHAH. 
JNO. F. LORINO, 
SAMUEL aUINCY, 
WM. A. CROCKER, 

Directors, 
Boston, Jan. 13, 1841. 



Boston, January 13^ 1841. 
Suffolk, ss. 

Then personally appeared T. B. Wales, S. Frothingham, J. F. Lor* 
lag, Samuel duincy, and W. A. Crocker, the above named Directors, 
and made oath, that this Report by them subscribed is true, according 
to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

Before me, 

EDW. PICKERING, 

Justiet of the Peace. 
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



WEST STOCKBRIDGE 



RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massach- 

setts : 



The Directors of the West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation woald 
respectfully Report, 

That since the last Annual Report of this Board to your Honorable 
Body, this Corporation has remained very much in the condition as 
then reported. 

The Act passed during the last Session of the Legislature, for the 
purpose of uniting this Corporation with the Hudson and Berkshire 
Rail-road Company of the State of New York, was not found to afford 
the facilities expected for such an union, and nothing has been done 
under said Act. 

During the past year, the said Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road 
Company has by their President subscribed to the capital stock of this 
Corporation the further sum of sixteen thousand and nine hundred 
dollars, which sum had been previously expended by said Company in 
the erection of the depot, engine-house, and other necessary buildings 
and improvements of this Corporation, as appears from the bill of items 
presented by said Company. 

The road of this Corporation has been possessed and occupied for 
the last year by the said Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road Company, 
under the lease heretofore made to said Company, and which was spe- 
cified in the previous Reports of this Board. No settlement has yet 
been made upon said lease, nor has the said Company yet made any 
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report of their proceedings, receipts or expenditures for the past year. 
For these reasons, this Board have no receipts or expenditures where- 
of to report to your Honorable Body. 

This Board, however, is satisfied that during the next year the affairs 
of this Corporation will be fairly and justly arranged with said Com- 
pany, and that the Directors will hereafter be enabled to present their 
acts and proceedings in a more definite form. 

All which is respectfully submitted this 31st day of Dec. A. D. 1840. 

ROBBINS KELLOG, President. 



January 2df, 1841. 
Berkshire, ss. 

Then the above named Robbins Kellog, personally appeared and 
made oath that the facts and statements, set forth in the foregoing Re- 
port, he verily believes to be true. 

MARTIN HENDRIX, 

Justice of the Peace. 
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 



or THS 



DIRECTORS OF THE WESTERN RAIL-ROAD 



CORPORATION 



TO THE LEGISLATURE, JANUARY, 184L 



At the commencement of the last year, the road eastward of Om- 
necticut river, a distance of about 54^ miles had been opened to pablic 
use for about three months. The passenger and merchandise trains 
have been continued upon it daily to the present time. When opened, 
it was, however y in many places in an unfinished state. The experience 
of the succeeding unusually severe winter, disclosed the necessity of 
much additional work upon the ditches, water-courses and bank walls. 
This work has been done at convenient intervals during the last sum- 
mer. 

When the operations of the road were commenced, the local neces- 
sities of the Corporation, and the wants of the community upon the 
line, were not fully understood. The business of the year has suggest- 
ed various additions to the accommodations upon the road, to which 
the Directors have given prompt attention. They have caused to be 
laid down additional turn*out tracks at Spencer, East Brookfield and 
firinifield ; have established at Spencer, a new station for passengers 
and merchandise, with the necessary buildings ; have erected a Tank 
house at Brimfield, and they propose to build a Freight house at East 
Brookfield early in the spring. They have also erected during the 
year, a dwelling-house for the Agent at the central station in West 
Brookfield, and spacious additional store-houses at Charlton, West 
Brookfield and Palmer. And during the next season, it is in contem- 
plation, to add a new store-house at Springfield, to be located upon the 
bank of the river, with a track to a convenient wharf, for the accoo- 
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modation of the river trade. Twenty freight cars, 10 dirt cars, and 
2 commodious passenger cars for ladies, have also been added during 
the year. 

These have all been, or will be, additions to the estimated expense 
of the road ; forming in the aggregate, no inconsiderable amount ; but 
they are deemed indispensable to its usefulness and success. 

At the date of the last Report, the accounts of the cost of this East- 
ern Division of the road, had not been sufficiently made up, to be 
stated with the precision required by law. They are now, however, 
in such a condition, as to enable the Directors to present the follow- 
ing as 

A Statement of the actual Cost of the Road Eastward of Omneeticut 

river, 

Oraduation, including foundations for road 
and for superstructure, 901,545 56 * 

Masonry, including foundations, . . . 200,881 60 

Bridges, ^^ covering, painting, d&c, 49,824 19 

1,152 251 35 

Superstructure, Main track, 54.57™- 

Turn-out and Depot do 1.93 

56.50™- 

viz: Iron rails delivered at Springfield 

and Worcester, 317,809 93 

Sills, sleepers and transportation of same 
to and upon the road, . . 62,111 18 

Timber lands bought for do. 2,475 14 

64,586 32 

Splicing plates delivered at Springfield 

and Worcester 15,834 02 

Spikes, 17,627 00 

Laying tracks and turn-outs and transpor- 
tation (upon the line) of iron, spikes and 
plates, . 57,507 31 

Mile stones, signs, and fence to protect 

from snow, 2,398 51 

475,763 09 

Depot buildings^ including repair shop, 
and machinery at ^ringfield, aque- 

8 
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ducts, furaiture for station houses and 
•all fixtures, 73,500 71 

Engineer department, including instru- 
ments, surveys, superintending, &>c., for 
4 years to January I, 1840, .... 64,518 03 

Engines and Cars, viz : 8 engines, 7 eight- , 

wheeled and 6 four-wheeled, first Class 
Passenger, 2 second Class do. 3 bag* 
gage, 70 freight, 10 dirt, and 4 hand 
Cars, 117,804 18 

Depot Lands for 11 stations, about 20 

acres, 5,543 43 

Land Damages and fencing, including 
lands for changes of highways, expenses 
of Commissioners and Referees, 6lc , 89,023 11 

Miscellaneous Expenses, including sala- 
ries, printing, stationery, clerk hire, of- 
fice rents, pos^ges, collecting assess- 
ments, expenses of Directors, d&c, to 
January 1, 1840, 25,251 53 

interest to January 1, 1840, .... 13,313 57 



133,131 64 



92,016,969 90 



Although the Revised Statutes and the Statutes of 1837, chap. ^ 
do not, in their terms, require the subjoined statistics of this part of the 
road, until the whole road <^ shall have been completed and opened for 
use/' yet as it may be more satisfactory to submit them now, the Di- 
rectors herewith present them. 

The whole *' length of the road," from its junction with the Boston 
and Worcester Road in Worcester, to the east bank of the Conoecticat 
river, is ....... . 54.57 miles. 

The length of turn-outs and depot tracks now laid, is 1.93 '' 

The '^ number of planes" is ... 53 
Of which 5 are level : the inclinations of the others, in feet per mile, 
are as follows, viz : 15 from to 10, 11 from 10 to 20, 6 from 30 to 
30, 8 from 30 to 40, 6 from 44 to 50, 1 of 51^ and 1 of 60. There are 
22 planes ascending west, and 26 descending : — ^Tbe height of the 
track at the summit in Charlton^ 13 miles from Worcester, is 
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feet above the junction with the Boston and Worcester Road in Wor« 
cester. And at the Connecticut river, it is 406.02 feet below the same 
place. 

CURVATURE. 

The following table exhibits the number of Curves and the length of 

Radii. 



r^o. of Curves. 


LcDg[lh of Radius in feet. 


No. of Curves 


Leng[ih of liadius. in feet. 


13 
22 

21 


from 11.459 to 5.730 
" 6.730 to 2.865 
" 2.865 to 1.910 


4 
1 


from 1.910 to 1.432 
of 1.146 



The whole length of straight line is 35 miles. 

Rails. The edge rail of the T pattern is used, weighing 56^ lbs. 
to the yard, supported by'wooden sleepers, 7 feet long, and 7 inches 
through at distances of 3 feet from centre to centre. These sleepers 
rest on longitudinal sills of plank 3 inches thick, and 8 inches wide, 
with a short piece 3 feet long under them at their joints, and 4 addi- 
tional pieces 3 feet long under the sleepers at the joints of the iron 
rails. The greater part of the road is graded to a width of 20 feet in 
the cuts, and 16 feet on the embankment for a single track, and a sin<- 
gle track is laid down with the necessary turn-outs at way-stations, and 
extra tracks at the Worcester and Springfield Depots. 

The deep cuts and high embankments have been graded to a width 
of 30 feet in the cuts, and 26 feet on the embankments for a double 
track. All the masonry and bridges have been constructed of full 
width for a double track. The Bridges are constructed of Truss 
frames, after the plan of Col. Long's patent, and they are covered in, 
and painted, to protect them from the weather. 

When the Report of 1840 was submitted, the whole line of the road 
westward of Connecticut, River ^ was under construction; and the 
directors expressed an opinion, that the grading and masonry of the 
fir^t 28 miles of it would be completed, and the track laid upon at least 
20 miles, and the same be opened for use during the year ; that the next 
division of 13 miles, through the pass of the mountains, would be 
finished in season for laying the superstructure upon it in lb41 ; that 
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the dWision of aboat 10 miles extending from the summit in Washing- 
ton to Pittsfield, would, with the exception of two sections, be graded 
bj the first of August last ; and that the ,11^ miles between Pittsfield 
and the State line would be finished and opened to the public in the 
autumn of 1840. The progress of this work generally, has answered 
these anticipations. For about 30 miles west of Springfield, the grad- 
ing and masonry have been completed, the bridges are constructed, the 
Depot buildings are principally erected, and the track has been laid 
upon 24 miles of it, and this part of the road might have been put in 
operation as proposed; but the Directors upon full consideraticm 
were of opinion, that, as this division terminated at the entrance of the 
mountains with little local business to sustain it, it would be most pru- 
dent to defer opening it for use, till the coming spring, when it is pro- 
posed to put the cars upon it. 

Early in the year, expectations were entertained of completing the 
bridge across the Connecticut river during the season. The state of 
the water, however, forbade active operations at an early period ; and, 
upon full examination, the bed of the river being found to be underlaid 
with an extensive stratum of quicksand, the preparations for the foun- 
dations of the piers and abutments, proved much more serious than was 
anticipated. The abutments are, however, completed ; and the piers 
are all raised above the ordinary water, leaving them entirely out of 
danger from the ice fi'eshets. The materials are in preparation for 
finishing the structure, and the undersigned have assurance that it may 
be entirely completed and opened for use in July next. 

The part of the road west of Pittsfield has been finished, with the 
exception of half a mile of track across the Richmond Swamp. An 
arrangement had been made with the Directors of the Hudson and 
Berkshire road, for them to operate this part of our road in connexion 
with theirs, until another portion of the Western road should be ready 
for use. But they having signified an intention not to use either dur- 
ing the present winter, it was deemed most prudent to let the very 
heavy embankment across the Richmond Swamp, settle and consoli- 
date, and to place rails upon it as soon as the frost will admit in the 
spring. 

It is now the intention of both parties to open this Division of the 
road to the public about the first of April next. 

The Division between Pittsfield and the summit has been graded, 
with the exception of the two sections before referred to : and direc- 
tions have been given to have these ready for the superstructure by the 
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first day of May next The rails have been laid upon 1^ miles of this 
division, and the undersigned hope to extend the running of the cars 
from the State line to the summit, a distance of about 23} miles by the 
15th day of July next 

The heavy work, through the mountain Division, has progressed 
very satisfactorily, with the exce;)tion of the two summit sections; if 
there is no extraordinary interruption to the progress of the work, this 
Division may be ready for operation by the ]5th of July next, and 
there still is every reason to believe, that those two sections may be 
ready for the rails by the close of the year 1841. 

From a review of this hasty statement, it will be seen, that, of the 
62.6 miles of the road west of Connecticut river, about 53 miles are 
already graded; that the rails are laid upon about 35 miles of it ; that 
about 39J miles may be opened to the public early in April, and, if the 
works goes on without serious impediment, 12 miles more may be 
opened in June, and the residue, with the exception of 2 miles, by the 
15th of July. 

Depot lands have been procured, and stations located, at West- 
field, Chester Village, Chester Factories, North Beckct, Hins- 
dale, Pittsfield, Richmond, and at the State line in West Stock- 
bridge. The precise location of a contemplated station at Dalton has 
been postponed ; but it will be fixed upon as soon as the Committee, 
having the matter in charge, can visit that place. 

In the mean time, the Depot buildings upon the whole line are in 
progress, and will be in readiness as soon as wanted. 

The claims for right of way and fencing, have been liquidated so 
far as known, and with few exceptions of small amounts, they have 
been already paid off. 

The timber for the remaining part of the superstructure was con- 
tracted for, and principally delivered during the last year, and consid- 
erable payments have been made on account of it. The iron, excepting a 
few hundred tons, has been ordered, and about three-fourths of it has been 
delivered at Springfield, at Hudson, and upon the line of the road. 

A part of the engines, and passenger and merchandise cars for the 
use of the road west of the river, are already under contract. 

Having thus stated the operations upon this part of the road the past 
year, and those contemplated for the future, it only remains, as con- 
nected with this part of the report^ to advert to the Estimates heretofore 
submitted for the cost of the road, and to the question of the funds 
now deemed necessary to complete the same, and put it in operation. 
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The estimates for the road westward of the Conoecticat, have, frotn 
the beginning, been a source of great difficulty and embarrassment A 
considerable portion of the country was of such a character, that the 
officers of the company could form no judgment from a comparison of 
it with other routes, and could gain but little satisfactory aid from past 
experience. Nevertheless, when the final location of the route was 
made, an estimate of the cost of grading, bridging and masonry was 
formed from the best means at command ; and the printed Report of 
the engineers, under date of March 16th, 1838, states the total cost of 
these items at $1,384,830 13. .With slight exceptions, this estimate 
was for a single track only. This was the only estimate made before 
the road was put under contract for grading. All the other items 
were intentionally omitted for a future entire estimate. And, at the 
close of the year 1838, the engineers and agent submitted to the fioard 
estimates designed to be complete, for the cost of constructing and 
equipping the road, both east and west of the Connecticut, and putting 
the same in operation. An abstract of these was included in the 
Report to the Legislature in January, 1839, and a corrected estimate 
for the east side of the river only, was presented in the Report of Janu- 
ary, 1840. 

In making these estimates for the eastern part of the road, the grad- 
ing and masonry were so far advanced, and the contracts for other 
labor, and for materials were so generally made, that the engineers 
were enabled to judge approximately, at least, of the probable cost of 
the principal items then. But at that date, the grading had but just 
commenced west of the river upon a portion of the line only; and 
the engineers had no other means of information than those at hand at 
the time of the final location in the spring of 1838 ; except, perhaps, 
the terms of some of the contracts made in the intervening time. They 
therefore, in the estimates of Dec. 1838, assumed, for the actual cost 
of graduation, and bridging and masonry, the sum estimated in the 
report on the final location, as before stated, . . $1,384,830 13 

Adding, however, to this foe a specific portion of the 
work which had then been commenced, and had 
" proved to be of a more difficult character than was 
anticipated,'' the sum of 30,000 00 



Total grading, d&c, ...... $1,414,83043 

The three items of superstructure, engines and 
cars, and buildings, having been estimated in detail 
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for the road east of the river, the estimate for that 

portion — 54 miles — was taken as the standard per 

mile for the estimate west, and it gave for 62.6 miles : 

For superstructure, . $575,361 29 

** engines and cars, . . . 101,029 34 

<< buUdings, .... 44,196 71 



$720,587 34 



For the cost of the engineer department and super- 
intendence, the actual expenses for the year preceding 
were assumed, and, with, some slight addition, wer& 
carried forward at the same rate for 2 years longer, 
to Dec. 1840, and the whole, from June, 1836, to Dec. 
1840, was put at 78,076 00 



Total estimate by Engineer Dep't, Dec. 1838, . $2,213,493 4? 



The above item for superstructure included $35,000 
for preparing foundation for superstructure. And for 
engines and cars, this estimate professed only to pro* 
vide for putting the road in operation tit the first in* 
stance, making no allowance for the largely accumu- 
lating wants of the corporation as the business should 
increase. 

To this estimate was added by the agent as fol- 
lows: 

i. For miscellaneous expenses, the proportion ex- 
pended in 3 prior years was assumed, and the same 
carried forward to June 1, 1841, . . . . 28,497 12 

2. For land damages, fencing and depot lands, the 
estimate was made upon a personal examination of 
the whole line, conferences with owners, and com- 
paring the whole with claims where the damages were 
paid off, at 84,452 02 



Total estimate west of river, Dec. 1838, , . , $ 2,326,442 61 



The Directors had great confidence in this estimate when it was 
made and submitted to the Legislature, in their Report of Jan. 1839. 
The contracts for grading and masonry were perfected soon nAer and 
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it was fonnd that thej were, in their terms, much below the rates is* 
sumed by the Engineers, in making the estimates. 

As the work progressed, however, it was found necessary to make 
changes in it, and for the Board to authorize extraordinary expendi- 
tures or allowances upon the more difficult parts of it, either to keep 
it in progress, or to expedite its completion : and although it was from 
time to time supposed that these changes and expenditures might swell 
the cost of the road beyond the original estimates, yet neither the ex- 
ecutive officers, nor the Directors, have, till recently, believed that the 
cost could exceed the funds provided for its completion. 

Still the executive committee of Directors some months since, 
thinking that the time had arrived, when a more minute examination 
than was usual should be made, as to the state of the finances, and with 
a view to make a rest at the close of 1840, and ascertain if there was 
any probability that the funds at command would fall short of meeting 
all the wants of the Corporation, requested the Engineers and Agent 
to make the examination and report the results. xMeasures were imme- 
diately taken by them for this purpose. But they represented that at 
that time, under the orders of the Board, they were pressing forward 
large portions of the work, with a view to its completion during the 
year, that all Engaged in the service of the Engineer Department were 
actively employed in furthering that object, and that with a view to 
economy, and to meet what appeared to be the wishes of the Board, as 
indicated by their frequent investigations, the force employed in that 
department, had been barely sufficient to keep the work in progress, 
and, without an addition, their results could not be ascertained till near 
the close of the year, when the condition of the work would permit it 
to be done with greater facility and accuracy. Since that time, the 
grading of about 53 miles has been finished, the final measurements 
have been made, the rail track is laid for 35 miles, and a large part of 
the important accounts then open, have been stated and liquidated, 
and the whole of the unfinished work has been measured and computed 
with great care. From these data, new estimates have been prepared 
by the Engineers and Agent, respectively, in such a manner as to in- 
duce them to express great confidence in their accuracy. These are 
as follows, viz : 
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Estimates ybr the cost of the Western Rail'Voad, west of the ConneC' 
ticut river f including the River Bridge, Jan. 1, 1841. 

1. By the Engineers. 

Graduation^ including formation of road- 
bed and foundations for superstruc- 
ture, 1,242,853 81 

Masonry , including foundations and ex- 
clusive of masonry on Connecticut 
River Bridge, 438,419 82 

Bridges, including covering and painting 

and masonry of Conn. River Bridge, 163,847 00 

1,845,120 63 

Superstructure, viz : Iron rails delivered 

at Springfield and West Stockbridge, 356,763 42 
Sills and sleepers, and transportation of 

same to and upon the road, . . . 57,940 26 
Splicing rail plates distributed on the 

road, 17,850 00 

Spikes delivered at Springfield and West 

Stockbridge, 17,254 44 

Turn-out castings, 4,080 00 

Laying track, turn-outs and transportation 

on line, of rails and spikes, .... 64,424 12 

Signs, " Look out," &c. and mile stones, 2,125 00 

522,437 84 

Depot Buildings, including aqueducts 

and furniture, 49,750 00 

Engineer Department^ including instru- 
ments, surveys, superintendence, &c., 
from June, 1836, to Jan. 1, 1842, . 103,076 00 

2,520,383 87 
2. Addition estimated by Agent. 

Depot Lands at 10 Stations, .... 5,041 84 

Land Damages and Tencing 62.6 miles, 84,417 20 

Miscellaneous Expenses, from Jan. 1836, 

to July 1, 1842, 42,082 84 

131,541 88 

Interest on moneys borrowed and to be 

borrowed to May 1, 1842, .... 196,587 10 

Engines tmd Cars, 332,lj»5 @2 

9 
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Amount estimated bj Engineers for re- 
pairing damages by the late freshet, 
and for raising road-bed and other se- 
curities against similar freshets, . . 37;348 11 



Total estimate, west of Conn. River, 

January, 1841, ........ $3,218,05678 



It will thus be seen, that there is a great discrepancy between the 
estimates of Dec. 1838, and those now submitted. 
The excess of the latter is principally in the items of 

1. Graduation, masonry and bridging. 

2. Engineer department. 

3. Miscellaneous expenses. 

4. Interest. 

5.. Engines and cars. 

The engineers and agent have communicated to the Board the fol- 
lowing causes for this excess. In reference to the first item, the engi- 
neer observes, that this increased cost ** is more in consequence of an 
increased guanlt/y of work, than an under valuation of the work, then 
deemed necessary to be done : and this increased quantity has been the 
result of a change of circumstances, during its progress, showing a 
necessity for changes, not only in the character of some of the struc- 
tures, but in the mode of operation, with a view to its speedy comple- 
tion ; — most such changes, however, being rendered necessary for the 
greater security and permanency of the work : and, as time developed 
its increased importance as a public benefit, and the consequent in- 
creased confidence in its value, as a property, it. was deemed advisable 
to incur additional expenses not contemplated in the original esti- 
mate. 

" I would here instance that portion of the road lying in the Pon- 
toosuc Valley. With the limited knowledge of the character of the 
stream here, at the time of the original estimate, and, judging of its 
effects in times of freshets, from the comparatively unstable character 
of the structures then existing on the turnpike, occupying almost the 
immediate line of the rail-road, in tolerable security, it was then 
judged that structures of the more ordinary kind, with common rubble 
masonry for bridge abutments and side waSs, would give ample secu- 
rity to the road, and such were estimated for. But the experience, in 
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time, of our personal knowledge of the effects of freshets in this stream^ 
proved the necessity of abandoning such structures, and resorting to 
others of a more costly and permanent character. Stone arches of 
large openings were adopted, requiring masonry of a very different and 
superior character to support them ; — rendering it necessary too to 
resort to great depths in search of permanent rook foundations below 
the bed of the stream. This was the more readily acceded to at the 
time, from the belief (as every appearance indicated) that materials 
suitable for such structures would ^be obtained from the rock cuts in * 
their immediate vicinity. But soon afler they were commenced, and the 
character of the stone was exposed by the opening of the cuts, it proved 
entirely unfit ; and the contractor was compelled to resort to quarry- 
ing and hauling the stone from a distance, and over roads almost im- 
passable ; — thus rendering it necessary to increase his prices to meet 
this additional cost. 

^' In reference to the increased cost of the Connecticut River 
Bridge, — ^I can only say, that after a minute examination of the bed of 
the river by boring, it was found to be of such a nature, as to require 
more than ordinary precaution to obtain and secure foundations for 
the piers and abutments, and the facilities afforded by our rail road to 
procure stone from a distance east of the river, suited to masonry of a 
superior and entirely different character from what was contemplated, 
although at a cost greater than originally estimated for, still within 
limits deemed reasonable when compared with the importance of such 
a structure — for these considerations a total change in the character of 
the bridge was recommended and adopted, necessarily involving 
greater cost. The necessity, too, of completing the work of founda- 
tions, and getting all the masonry above ordinary low water, in one 
season, that our dams and caisons might not be destroyed by the ice, 
necessarily increased the cost. The Board of Directors have had fre- 
quent opportunities of seeing the work in its progress, and I need not 
here describe the difficulties contended with. 

" The difficulties of estimating the relative proportions of the vari- 
ous kinds of excavation along such a line, I think will be admitted by 
all acquainted with it : and, therefore, a change of results arising from 
this cause, of which there is a large portion, may not be thought very 
extraordinary. I feel confident, notwithstanding the increased cost, 
and I think the Board, from their intimate knowledge of the work in 
its progress, through all its stages, will agree with me, that nothing has 
been expended, beyond what is deemed advisable, and necessary to the 
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permanencj and usefulness of the work ; and recent experience in the 
late freshet, has shown the propriety of what has been done. 

" In the estimate submitted with the report on the final location in 
1838, the total amount of work to be done was as follows : 





Earlh. Yards. 


Loose Rock. 


Rock. 


Masonry. Perc. 


Original estimate, - 
Present quantity, - 


2,425,780 
3,260,715 


123,519 
86,374 


266,272 
395,808 


89,093 
144,893 


Increase, 
Decrease, 


834,935 


37,145 


129,536 


55,800 



" Thus showing an increase in the amount of excavation of 834,935 
yards of earth, — 129,536 yards of rock, and a decrease of 37,145 
yards of loose rock — making in all, an increase in the amount of ex- 
cavation of 927,326 yards, and an increase in the quantity of masonry 
of 55,800 perches. 

'^ This increase of quantity was caused by 

" 1st. Change in the operations in the execution of the work, with a 
view to its more speedy completion by wasting earth and rock intended 
for embankments, and borrowing to replace it — when to make the em- 
bankments from the cuts as intended, would confine the operations to 
one end of the cut. I would instance as the most striking — the sum- 
mit sections in Washington, and Sections No. 111,110,81,68,67, 
62, 53. 

** 2nd. Changes of the line in some places and raising the bed of the 
road, with a view to its better security against freshets. Afler the 
freshet of 1839, the whole line from the Connecticut river to the end 
of the 6th division, a distance of 28 miles, was relocated, and in many 
places was raised 3 feet, on an average. A portion of the 7th division 
was also raised, to be beyond the reach of the freshets. 

** 3rd. Grading for double track — not estimated for, — as the extent 
was lefl to be governed by circumstances, to be developed during the 
progress of the work. Over one half in length of the road west of the 
Connecticut river, is graded to full width for a double track, and this 
is in all cases, the heaviest part of the work. 

'* 4th. The sinking of heavy embankments, and slides from side-bill 
cuts obliged to be removed. I here instance Sections 110, 106, 90, 
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63, 62, 53 and 49. And a breach in th^ canal feeder » Russell, 
which took off 16,000 yards of an embankoient. 

''5th. Wasting earth intended for embankments which was unfit — 
and borrowing to supply its place. This occurred to a large extent 
on Section 63, and more or less on several other sections. 

** The increase in the quantity of masonry ^ is caused chiefly by the 
change in the character of the structures in the Pontoosuc valley. 
There has been, however, a large quantity of bank wall, beyond the 
original estimate — ^rendered necessary to secure against slides in the 
cuts. This could not be estimated with any very great degree of ac- 
curacy until after the cuts were opened. 

" The increased amount in the expenses of the Engineer department, 
arises from the fact, that the original estimate provided only to the 
end of 1840, while the present statement provides for 1841. 

** Having thus shown the amount of work executed beyond that con- 
templated in the original estimate of 1838 — and the circumstances 
which have governed not only the increased quantity, but in some 
cases, the increased value of the work executed, I proceed to show 
the effect on the cost of the road. 

*•* The original estimated cost for graduation, masonry, bridging, su- 
superstructure, depot buildings and engineer department in 1838, 

was «2,112,464 13 

Add for extra earth work as shown, 

834.935 yards, at estimated price, . . 208,734 00 

Extra rock do 145,728 

Extra price on earth, 27,839 94 

" " rock, 29,968 98 

Extra quantity of masonry, at estimated 

price, 156,240 

Extra price on masonry, 32,498 40 

601,009 32 
Deduct for less loose rock than 

estimated for, 22,287 00 

Less cost of superstructure do. 1 7,924 05 
Do. do. bridging do. . . . 32,711 00 
Do. do. graduation do. . . . 200,723 49 

273,645 54 327,363 88 

Add for increased cost of Connecticut River Bridge, 48,000 

" *' <' Depot buUdings, 5,553 29 



Add for iBcreaaed cost of Engineer departmen^i ^,000 

" Cofttuigeiicies, 2,Q05i^ 57 



Total preset estimate of tbe alM>ice iteiqs ^ before, f 2,5^0,383 87" 

In reference to the present increase for Engines and Cars, as before 
remarked, the original estimate was only designed to co^er the expense 
of barely putting the road in operation in the first instance, and that 
was estimated in proportion to the amount then deemed necessary for 
the road east of the river. But even for the present business there, it 
has been found necessary to increase the amount first estimated, and 
this is found inadequate. And when the road is opened through and 
in full operation from Boston to Albany, the business ,upon it must r^ 
quire a very large increase in this item. The annexed table marked 
C. will show the actual expenses of a variety of Companies for their 
moving power. It will there be seen that the average expenses of 7 
Companies in this country for this purpose, is about $3)000 per mUe. 
These are short roads comparatively, on which a greater part of the 
cars can always be in daily use. The Utica road carries no freight. 
But upon a long road destined to do a large freighting business, it will 
always happen that large portions of the cars will be scattered along 
the line, or be lefl at one end of the road when wanted at the other, 
and it will be found, in practice, that the Company must have on hand 
nearly or quite double the number of freight cars, ordinarily in daily 
use. 

The increase in the item of Miscellaneous Expenses, including sala- 
ries, office rents and expenses, has been principally caused by the fact 
that the original estimate was made to include expenses to June, 1841, 
only. And the road proving to be much longer in construction than 
was anticipated, this item is now estimated to June, 1842. Some 
small addition is, however, made, on account of the increased difficul- 
ties of the work since Dec. 1838. 

As to the large item o^ interest, nothing was ever included for it, in 
any estimate prior to the present time. When the estimate of 1838 
was made, very little interest had accrued; and without adverting 
very particularly to the subject, it was assumed, and perhaps inadvert- 
ently, that the interest would be provided for out of the future income 
of the road. And this omission was continued in the abstract of the 
estimates contained in the Report of the Directors to the Legislature 
in January, 1839. 
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The present exceiss of about $5,000, tinder the head of Um^ dam* 
cLges^ depot lands aiu7 /mdtn^, hiss been caused, 1. By charging this 
iaccolint With the atnouht paid to extinguish the franchise of the Pon- 
ioosuc Turnfiike/ rendered niebessary to provide for the road-bed 
through the pass of the mountains, alid which the agent had supposed 
Was chargetible to construction accbunt .... 92,500 

2. And in 1838, it was supposed that land fbr depots would 
be given West, as in most cases it had been east of the 
riter. But the corporation were coBQpelied to pay for this 
object 2,450 

8. To which is added amount paid for 1} a<ires of land at 
the west end of the Connecticut River Bridge, not before 
estimated, 1,095 



$6,045 

It iis proper to add, in this connexion, that the present depot arrange* 
mehts at Boston are found to be wholly inadequate for the accommo- 
dation of the freighting business; and that it is not improbable, that at 
no distant period, it may become necessary to provide a separate mer- 
chandise depot there for the business of the Western road only. In 
that event, a large expense may be incurred, for which no estimate is 
inade. 

The largely increasing business at Springfield will also require con* 
siderable additions to the accommodations at that station beyond those 
already estimated for and provided. 

In former Reports, the Directors have expressed great anxiety for 
the construction of the road between the State line and Albany. 
They had, from time to time, relied upon repeated assurances given 
them by their friends at Albany, that that portion of this great thorough- 
fare should be completed as soon as the road within this State should 
be opened for use. But as the latter was rapidly advancing to its com- 
pletion, the friends of the enterprise in both States began to entertain 
serious apprehensions, that, without some very decisive action upon the 
subject, these expectations could not be answered. 

It became most manifest to the undersigned, that, without this com- 
munication with the Hudson river at Albany, and with the Western 
trade, the advantages anticipated from the construction of the Western 
Rail-road would never be realized, that the income of it must be com- 
paratively small — the value of the stock seriously affected. It was also 
apparent, that, even if the Albany aad W. Stockbridge road should be 
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eonstrncted — if it was made with a. light rail, and in the mode usaally 
adopted in that State, it would not be adequate to sustain the business 
for which the Western road was designed, and which alone could make 
the latter profitable or useful. The Directors were also satisfied, that 
if the road within the state of New York should, when made even in 
the best and most substantial manner, either immediately or at a 
remote period, fall under the control of a class of men hostile to a free 
communication between Albany and Boston, or more favorable to a 
free interchange of business between Albany and New York, the impo* 
sition of tolls or rates of fare might establish as perfect a non-inter- 
course between Massachusetts and the great West, as the natural im- 
pediments of the country have heretofore interposed. And the excite^ 
ment recently caused in the city of New York, by the present prospect 
of the completion of the road, leaves now no doubt, that a combina- 
tion of persons, having adverse interests, might, by a purchase of the 
stock in the Albany and West Stockbridge road, have effectually de- 
prived the Western road of a great share of the business for which so 
large an expenditure was incurred ; and have defeated one main object 
of its construction. 

Fully impressed with the importance of these considerations, the 
Stockholders and Directors, in the early part of the last year, deputed 
a large joint committee, to repair to Albany, with power to open, and 
provisionally to close negociations, which should secure the prompt con- 
struction of the part of the road within the state of New York, upon terms 
as advantageous to this company as was practicable. That commits 
tee found serious impediments to the construction of the road by the 
citizens of that state : and, if these had been surmounted, they were 
assured, that a light road, with a flat rail, would alone be attempted: 
and that it would be done by means of a loan by the city of Albany, in 
such a manner as might throw the stock of the'company, into the mar- 
ket and, at no remote period, hazard the entire control of the road. 

Before this visit of the committee, the Directors of the Albany and 
West Stockbridge Rail-road Company had caused extended surveys to 
be made upon several routes between Albany and West Stockbridge, 
and a very minute Report by their engineer, accompanied by maps 
and profiles, and voluminous tables of estimates of the cost of the seve- 
ral lines, was presented, for the inspection of the Committee. These 
estimates, upon the most favored route, amounted to a sum somewhat 
less than $650,000 for the whole line ; and those gentlemen with whom 
the Committee were negociating, expressed, and without doubt enter- 
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tained the opinion, that that sum would be adequate for the purpoaOi 
provided an arrangement should be made with the Hudson and Berk- 
shire Raii-road Company, by which about 14^ miles of their road 
should be used jointly with them as a part of the line of the Albany 
and West Stockbridge road. The Committee had no other means than 
the above, of judgiog of the soundness of this opinion. But, upon a 
conference with Directors of the Hudson Company, they became satis* 
fied that the arrangemeut proposed might be made with them ; and, 
indeed, subsequently, a preliminary and conditional agreement was 
made with that company to that effect. 

The Committee, therefore, felt it to be their duty to assent to, and 
complete an arrangement, by which the road from the State line to 
Albany should, as well in its construction, as in its future use and 
management, be placed entirely under the direction of the Western 
Rail-road Corporation. Subsequently, this arran^^rement was unani- 
mously approved by the Directors, and also by the Stockholders, at a 
meeting called for the purpose, ^o effect it, a temporary preliminary 
agreement was made with the city of Albany, and the Albany and 
West Stockbridge Rail-road Company, by which the city agreed to 
subscribe to the stock of that company to the amount of 9650,000, and 
to issue their scrip to that amount, for the construction of the road, 
payable in 30 years; the Albany and West Stockbridge Rail-road 
Company agreed to commit the construction of the road to this corpo- 
ration, under the charter of that company, and covenanted to make 
with this corporation, a permanent Contract of Transportcttion, under 
the. Massachusetts Statute of 1838, Chap. 99, — with a lease of the road 
during 50 years, the continuance of their charter ; — and this corpora- 
tion agreed, on their part, to construct the road, and open and run the 
same for public use, receive the income, and pay the interest upon the 
scrip, and the principal when it should fall due, reserving, however, 
the right to substitute a part of the Hudson road, as had been pro- 
posed ; thus, in fact, paying for the road, with funds advanced by the 
city, and having, by the contract of transportation, a permanent lease 
of it when made. Provision was made for an active and efficient sink" 
ingfund, which it is believed w'dl be adequate, with prudent manage- 
ment, for the eventual redemption of the scrip. 

The permanent contract of transportation has not yet been drawn 
up, but it will soon be prepared ; and as directed by law, a copy of it 
will be appended to the Annual Report made next after its completion.. 

In the meantime, th* various routes suggested for the location of 
10 
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Unit pan of the road, htYe, dtaing tlie past aemoii, been fally ex- 
amoied and re-eorveyed ; a part of the line has been established and lo- 
oated, extending from Greenbnsh, opposite to Albany, to its junctum 
with the HndscHi road at ** GroaU/' in North Chatham. This is ^ 
miles from the river at Greenbosh, and about 15 miles from the State 
line. The whole of this has been put under contract for grading, 
upon fa?orable terms, and about 12 miles of it is successfnlty in pro- 
cess of graduation. The work is not yet in a state to enable the un« 
dersigned to say definit^y when it can be finished. An effort is ma- 
king by the executive officers immediately in charge of it, to finish the 
grading in season to lay down the rails during the present year. , Bat 
as yet, there are such serious delays, and so many obstacles occasioned 
by the difficulty of obtaining the rights of way, that the Directors fear, 
that the road cannot be opened for use until the ^ring or summer of 
1842. And here it is proper to remark, that the experience of tlus 
Corporation has generally shown, that it was bad economy to lay the 
rails in the autumn of the year, upon a road-bed, recently graded ;— 
especially where much of the soil is of clay or hard-pan, or, where 
there are heavy embankments. The importance of the completion 
of this part of the work, however, and the zeal with which it- has been 
entered upon, are an earnest that it will be urged forward, with the 
greatest despatch, consistent with a prudent economy. 

The estimates of the Engineers upon the re-surreys of this part of 
^kt line^ were made up late in the autumn of the last year. From a 
comparison of these, with the estimates of the former Engineer, sub- 
mitted to the committee at Albany, on the previous spring, it became 
apparent to all parties, that the latter were exceedingly defective and 
insufficient It is true, they were known to have been made for a road 
wiUi a light rail, and allowance had been made for this fact. But, on 
reriewing them, nothing is found included for the cost of purchasing 
or grading a Depot at Greenbush, or fOT a dock, pier, or a ferry com- 
munication with the city, or for Depot buildings there, or in Albany, 
or on the line of the road ; nor is any estimate made whatever for mar 
sonry, or for Engines and Cars to equip the road. The estimate ac- 
tually made for land for the road-way, prored to be very inadequate : and 
the new surveys and examinations have disclosed about 8 or 10 times as 
nrach roek^cutting as was estimated upon the prior ones. And it being 
now a cjMiceded point, that the greater part of the road from Albany 
to Or;»ats, must be a common thoroughfare for the business of the 
New York and Albany road, and of the Honsatooic and West Stock- 
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bridge road, as well as of the Western Rail-road, there eeems to the 
undersigned an absolute neceesitj for grading that part of the road for 
a double track. 

During the progress of the surveys upon which these results were dis- 
closed, the Chief and Resident Engineers were requested to inaiDe a 
careful and minute examination and survey of that part of the present 
Hudson road lying between Groats and the State line, with a special 
view of ascertaining the character and condition of the work, and its 
capacity to sustain the business destined for the Western and Albany 
roads. That examination was had, and the Engineers have given an 
opinion, that that road is wholly incompetent for such a business, and 
that it will not sustain the engines necessary for the beneficial use of 
the united roads. It has grades upon it of 41 feet and upwards per 
mile for 7^ miles, 4 miles of which, are from 71 to 80 feet per mile. 
A strong desire was therefore entertained, either to make a radical im- 
provement of that road, and .to lay down a heavy T rail upon it, or to 
make a new road there, entirely independent of that, or one occupying 
a portion only of the bed of that road. 

With this view, the Engineers had previously commenced, and have 
now closed surveys and estimates, for each of these modes of remedy- 
ing the difficulties thus interposed, and it has been ascertained that a 
good route may be there obtained, either wholly, or principally inde- 
pendent of the Hudson road, at a grade not exceeding 40 feet per mile. 
The estimates upon these modifications will be stated hereailer. In 
the meantime, a full representation of all these facts, so far as they 
were then known, was made to the Directors at Albany, by the Agent, 
near the close of November last ; and through them to the Common 
Council of the city of Albany. And that body unanimously resolved 
to apply to the Legislature of New York for authority to subscribe a fur- 
ther sum of $350,000 to the stock of the Albany and West Stockbridge 
Rail-road Company, and to issue further bonds or Scrip to that amount. 
The undersigned have no reason to doubt that the authority will read- 
ily be given, and the proposed subscription made in good faith. A 
confidence in the result has induced them to proceed with the work 
between Albany and Goats without delay, as before stated. 

The following statement, prepared by the engineers, is submitted as 
an estimate for the cost of the Albany and West Stockbridge Raii^ 
road : 
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Iflit. — ^From Albany to Groats, about 22} miles — 
Grading, bridges and masonry, including Greenbush De- 
pot, $431,850 

Superstructure, . . . 230,923 

])qK>t Buildings, 24,669 

Land Damages, 49,854 

Fencing and Cattle-guards, 23,773 

Depot Lands, including for Pier Wharf Ferry, d&c, • 41,154 

Engineering, superintendence, instruments, d&c, . 26,745 

Depot in Albany, and Steam Ferry Boat, . . 65,000 

•893,968 
Add, for miscellaneous expenses, '. 912,000 

« " interest, 45,000 

67,000 

9950,968 

2d. — From Groats to the State line, single track and 
new road — 

Bridging and masonry, 214,240 

Superstructure, 149,860 

Depot Buildings, 3,842 

Land Damages, 34,131 

Fencing and Cattle-guards, 12,674 

Engineering, Superintendence and Instruments, . . 14,080 

9428,836 
Add, for miscellaneous expenses, 98,000 

" " interest, 25,000 

83,000 

Total, Groats to State line, ...... 461,836 

Add, Albany to Groats, 950,968 

Total, for independent road, Albany to State line, 38.115 
miles, 91,412,804 

By the use of the Hudson road to the greatest extent 
practicable, say 5 miles, unless that road is adopted entirely 
with the grades now upon it, the estimate from Groats to 
the Stat^ line may be reduced b^ 46,400 
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For repairing the present road-bed, masonry and bridges 
of the Hudson road, and laying a heavy rail, the estimate 
of the engineers is 155,551 



And for grading and bridging the same for a second 
track, and laying superstructure, — iron rail, 212,857 

Each of the three last items is exclusive of any payment 
to the Hudson company for the necessary privileges. 

Upon the question of the probable income of the road within the 
state of New York, the undersigned have collected no statistical infor- 
mation, and - have made no particular calculations. Nor have they 
deemed this necessary to satisfy the friends of the Western road of the 
importance, and, indeed, the absolute necessity of constructing it, and 
that in the best and most permanent manner. They consider it as the 
key to the whole Western business — as the key-stone of that magnifi- 
cent work, to the construction of which the energies and resources of 
the State, and of her citizens have been devoted, with patriotic ardor, 
for the last five years : and upon the completion of which have, for so 
long a period, been suspended the hopes of every friend to the advance- 
ment and prosperity of our ancient Commonwealth. 

But independent of this consideration, they believe that that road 
will, in itself, be a profitable investment. Upwards of 20 miles of it are 
upon the same line with the New York and Albany Rail-road, and 
must do the business of that road — ^90 miles of which have been 
recently advertised for contract. The Housatonic Rail-road, extend- 
ing from BridgepOTt on the Sound through Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts, forms another important auxiliary, whose business with Al- 
bany and the West must pass upon the whole length of the Albany and 
West Stockbridge Rail-road. Thirty-five miles of that road are in 
operation, and thirty-nine miles more are now grading, and are to be 
opened to the public the present year ; and a road contemplated from 
Greenbush to Troy, 6 miles, will soon open a communication with that 
city, and with the whole northern line of rail-roads, and lake naviga- 
tion. And when to these sources of income is added the business of 
the Western road, it seems to the undersigned, that even the most 
cautious and timid must concede, that the Albany and West Stock- 
bridge road cannot be an unprofitable undertaking. 
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The receipts and expenditures of the Corporation for the year past as 
stated by the Trecisurer's account of January 1, 1841, are asfoUaws: 

Receipts. 

Balance of Fifth Annual Account, January 1, 1840^ . . 92^282 86 

Received on 3d Assessment, 350 

" "4th '« 095 

" "5th *' 735 

" "6th " 740 

" "7th " 138,595 

"8th " 77,880 • 

218,995 

from Transportation Department, 109,305 43 

for Timber Lands sold, . . 770 48 

" State Scrip sold at par, . 235,555 56 
Exchange dravvn against Scrip unsold, • 2,309 14 

237,864 70 

Pledge of State Scrip, d&c, as per notes 

payable 549,243 16 

Out-standing Drafts in favor of contract^ 
ors not yet due, 51,656 73 

600,899 80 

Amount due Baring, Brothers &. Co., 

Liverpool, 63,287 93 

Less balance of last year, ...,*• 12,526 05 

50,761 88 

Rents and Lands sold, 7,510 89 

Prom Albany and W. Stockbridge R. R. Co., 52,713 17 

" City Bank, 111,654 83 

For sale of Rails to Eastern Rail-road 

and Norwich Rail-road, . . # . . 2,860 51 

For sale of Oxen and Wagon, .... 249 36 

1,485,869 
Expenditures. 

Amounts paid for Incidental Expenses, 12,342 95 

Construction, including Iron, . . . 1,117;609 37 
Engineer Department, 30,620 05 
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Land Damagei, 24,735 05 

Depot Lands, 360 

Literest on Bonds and Notes, .... 87,448 12 

Engines and Gars, d&c, 28,929 91 

Depot Buildings, . 25,671 86 

Expense of Tranq;M>rtation Department, 66,277 12 
Amount paid for Contingent fund, • . 1,393 76 
" " " Drafts in favor of Con- 
tractors (unpaid Jan. 1, 1840,) . . 57,850 05 

1,453,228 24 

Balance to new account, 32,640 76 



$1,485,869 00 



The balance consists of Cash, . . . 6,953 ^8 

Do. in hands of G. Bliss, Agent, ... 270 63 

O. W« Whistler, Agent Transportation, . 16,222 78 

Notes Receivable, 96,499 11 



119,946 50 



Less balance of Exchange account, . . 81,759 39 
Balance of Agent of moving, power, 5,546 35 



87,305 74 
•32,640 76 



To entitle the Corporation to the full benefits of the Act of 1839, 
to aid the construction of the road, they were required to lay two ad- 
ditional assessments upon the stock of the company of five dollars each, 
and to collect a specific amount upon each from the private Stockhold- 
ers. These assessments have been laid, and the required amounts col- 
lected upon them, during the past year. 

The amount of cctpital paid in is the proportion which is collected 
upon the eight assessments of 9150,000 each, laid upon the stock, 

amounting in the whole, to 91,200,000 

And there had been collected upon these 

on the Ist of January inst, the follow* 

tag sums, yii : 



76 
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n>v 



On the 1st afwessment. 


t€ 


2d 


« 


U 


3d 


u 


it 


4th 


c< 


it 


5th 


it 


« 


6th 


*i 


i€ 


7th 


ft 


U 


8th 


ft 



•150,000 
150,000 
149,185 
149,150 
149,185 
148,915 
138,595 
7r,880 



Balance due and uncollected, 



1,112,910 
$87,090 



The 7th and 8th assessments having been recently laid are now in 
process of collection. And the small amounts yet due upon the prior 
assessments are constantly diminishing, though at a slow rate. The 
amounts due upon the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th, and a part of that due 
upon the 4th, are secured by a lien upon the stock. And the Treas- 
urer is of opinion that, wiih the aid of the contingent fund applicable 
to this object, there will be little or no eventual loss upon any of the 
assessments, or upon note& taken therefor, with a pledge of the stock 
as collateral. 

The whole of the State Scrip authorized to be issued to the Corpor- 
ation under the Acts of 1838 and 1839, has been received amounting 



lO • . • . . ^ 

And there had been sold in England 
at the date of the last advices prior 
to Jan. 1, and drawn for 

And the Treasurer of the Corpora- 
tion has drawn upon the Agents 
against the balance of Scrip un- 
sold, and in anticipation of sales. 

Total not sold, or drawn for. 



•3,300,000 



•1,463,555 56 



657,423 66—2,120,979 22 
•1,179,020 78 



The Scrip sold, has been disposed of at from par to 4 per cent ad- 
vance. 

Sinking Fund. 



At the close of 1839, the sinking fund amounted to 
And there was paid to it by the Treasurer in 1840, 
from the premium on State Scrip sold, and on Ex- 
change, • • • . • . • 



#115,828 » 



vajBOsn 
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And there will be due to the fund from the same sources 
.from Scrip sold, and to be paid over when the ac^ 
counts of sales are received, the sum of • . 7,695 35 



Making the principal of the fund, » . 9146,057 37 

The two first items have been on an annual interest at 6 per cent. 

from the times of payment of the same to the Commissioners. And 

there will hereafter be added to this fund, the premium or profits of the 

Scrip remaining to be sold, and one per cent, on the whole amount 

of Scrip, annually, from the income of the road — ^the whole to be kept 

on interest, and constitute a fund for the final redemption of the Scrip. 

The Directors ask leave to refer to the computations contained in their 

Iteport of Jan. 1840, for a detailed statement of the probable proceeds 

of this fund, and the opinion of the Board as to its sufficiency for the 

eventual payment of the whole Scrip ; and they are confirmed in their 

opinion, that the income of the road will pay the interest upon the loan, 

and that, in no event, can the State sustain any loss. 

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT. 

The operations of the road eastward of Connecticut river, have been 
a subject of much interest to the Directors during the past year. This 
part of the road was opened to the public at the commencement of the 
winter season, and under circumstances of great discouragement. 
The Board, at that time, were fully convinced, that, under the most 
favorable auspices, the result of the first six months' operations could 
present no criterion by which to judge of the success of the enterprise. 
And this opinion wa^ expressed in the Report of last year. That 
period embraced a seasua of the year, when, even in prosperous times, 
few rail-roads in New England have heretofore received an income 
much, if any, beyond their current expenses. It was, moreover, a sea- 
son of unusual depression in business. The new channels of commu- 
nication with the road, and the new means of access to it, so indispen- 
sable to the business of any road, had not then been provided. And 
when to this was superadded the facts, that the winter proved one of 
the severest and most inclement ever known, that the existing roads 
became much obstructed by deep snows, and that the stage coaches 
with the mails, continued through the season upon the same line of 
travel in active competition with the cars, the Directors wiere persuaded 

11 
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that, till the opening of the spring-business, at least, the • operations of 
the road, could hardly be said to have commenced. 

Notwithstanding these considerations, the undersigned fmd, in the 
result of the business of the jear, cause to congratulate the friends of 
the enterprise. 

There has been received, on account of this department, from Jan'y 
1, to Dec. 31, 1840: 



For transportation of passengers, 
** " merchandise, 
" " U. S. Mail from 


•70,820 79 
38,359 78 


March 14, 


3,166 82 

,. .1)1 10 a47 30 


The expenditures of this department, for 
the same period were : 

For repairs of road, .... 
" " engines and cars, 
<* miscellaneous expenses, including 
all other expenses of this depart- 
ment, ..... 


• 

10,280 95 
6,289 39 

45,501 38 






Balance, net receipts 1 year. 


$50,275 67 



A table annexed will show these receipts and expenses monthly. 
Exclusive of these expenses, the general expenses of the corpora- 
tion, such as salaries of President, Treasurer and Agent, &rC., and the 
incidental expenses of their departments have been, during the year, 
912,342 95. Dividing these upon the entire road per mile, 6-11 is 
chargeable west of the river, and the balance to transportation east 
On this basis the account will stand : 

Total receipts, $112,347 39 

Expenditures of transportation proper, $62,071 72 
5-11 of general expenses, . . 5,610 43 



67,682 15 



Net proceeds all expenses paid, .... $44,665 24 
The distance run by the trains during the year was 

94,404 miles. The expense being $67,682 15, it is 

per mile, 71 cents and 19-lOOths of a cent. 

The receipts and expenditures of the last six months of the year, 

from July 1, to Dec. 31, 1840, are as follows, viz : 
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ToUl rec^pts from passengers, . $43,957 74 

*' ** merchandise, 20,036 96 

'' '* U. S. Mail 2 ars^ 2,000 00 



66,996 70 

The expenses the same time were . 30,179 25 

Half of above item of general expenses, 2,805 21 32,984 46 



Net income for last 6 mouths, . . $33,012 24 



The number of miles run du/ting the 6 months, 53,904 : the ex- 
penses of the same being 832,984 46, it is per mile 61 cents and 
19-lOOths of a cent. 

In. judging of the first year's income of this insulated portion of our 
road, it ik important to remark, that experience on the subject, in this 
country and in Europe, strikingly shows, that except, perhaps, in one 
or two instances, influenced by local causes, the income of the first 
year is not a proper standard by which to jud^e of the produetiveneds 
of the permanent business. The statements of other roads will, with 
grQat uniformity, show a gradual increase from year -to year, to which 
as yet, there seems to' be no limit. A table annexed hereto will show 
m -detail, the correctness of this remark in reference to several roads. 
And, from that, it will be seen, that the net income of the following 
roads, increased as follows : 

The Boston and Lowell, in 4 years, froip 989,798 to 9149,068 



" " Worcester, 4 




(( 


86,050 " 105,423 


" " Providence, 5 


« 


it 


93,345 " 213,876 


Taunton Branch, . . 3 


(( 


u 


45,760 " 57,310 


Camden and Amboy, . . 7 


ti 


ft 


181,000 " 427,000 


Liverpool and Manchester, . 9 


ti 


« 


,£71,097 "Jf 11 1,181 



And when we take into view the fact, that the present income of the 
Western road is derived almost entirely from the local business, that 
the mountains of Berkshire interpose nearly impassable barriers to 
intercourse with the west, and that the outlet of the Erie Cana), to 
unite with which has been one great object of this enterprise, and 
whose annual business exceeds 1,500,000 tons, is at present inacces- 
sible, it is perfectly obvious, that the receipts of the last season can 
furnish no criterion of the future income of the road. The Directors 
confidently believe, that, when this great route shall be completed to 
Albany, and in full operation, uniting, as it must, the shipping, the 
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manafactures, the commerce, and the fisheriea of the east, with the 
rich farms and countless thousands of the west, it will become one of 
the greatest thoroughfares in the country. 



Boston, January 28, 1841. 



THOMAS B. WALES, 
WILUAM JACKSON, 
EUAS HASKET DERBY, 
NATHAN CARRUTH, 
JOHN W. LINCOLN, 
PARKER L. HALL, 

Diruiar$. 



Suffolk ss. January 28, 184L 
Sworn to, before me. 



ELUS GRAY LORINO, JusHu of the Peace. 
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A. 



Statsmsht, ahowing the MmUhiy Receipts and Expenses of 
the Western Rail-road, Jrem Jan. 1st to Dec. Z\st, 1840. 



Hboiipvc 










Months. 


Panengen. 


MerchMixe. 


Mails. 


Total. 


EspBirsBS. 


Net Income. 


Milea 
run. 


Jan. 


2,490 40 


2,521 72 


• 


5,021 1^ 


8,642 23 


^ 


5,778 


Feh. 


3,969 20 


3,184 02 


• 


7,153 22 


4,809 73 


243 14 


5;m 


Mar. 


3,099 88 


2,948 69 


166 82 


6,215 39 


4,694 63 


4 


5,724 


April, 


4,067 69 


4,405 17 


333 33 


8,806 19 


4,709 65 


4,096 54 


6,156 


May, 


5,219 60 

• 


3,197 35 


333 33 


8,750 28 


4,609 36 


4,140 92 


8,424 


June, 


8,007 28 


2,388 73 


333 34 


10,729 35 


4,426 87 


6,302 48 


8,910 


July, 


6^06 


2,434 04 


333 33 


9,754 43 


3,890 95 


5,863 48 


10,189 


Aug. 


9,316 77 


2,511 62 


333 33 


12,161 72 


4,199 91 


7,961 81 


10,259 


Sept 


12,750 74 


3,497 34 


333 34 


16,581 42 


5,126 56 


11,454 86 


10,960 


Oct 


6,685 57 


3,753 33 


333 33 


10,772 23 

• 


4,909 13 


5,863 10 


10,^6 


Not. 


4^496 05 


3,468 88 


333 33 


8,300 26 


6,490 77 


1,809 49 


5,642 


Dee* 


3,719 55 


4,048 89 


333 34 


8,101 78 


^fi&i 93 


2,539 85 


6,428 




70,820 79 


38,359 78 


3,166 82 


112,84739 


62,071 72 


50,275 67 94^404 
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B. 



Table, shewing t/^ Net Income of mmdrtf Rmub. 



Yoar. 


Lowell 
Rail-Road. 


Boat<Ni4mcl 
Worcester. 


lloatOll ADQ 

Providence. 


Branch. 


and Amboy. 


Liverpool and 

Mandhester. 

Pds. Sterling. 


1831 




- 








£71,097 


AOOm. 












1832 












60,673 
74,075 
75,088 
83,621 










181,000 
233,000 
362,000 


xcov 

1834 








• 


1835 

• 


- 


- - - 


93,345 


- 


1836 


89,798 


86,050 


135,583 


- - 


407,000 


85,053 


1837 


102,261 


102,731 


94,645 


45,760 


372,000 


* 82,910 


1838 


116,180 


108,962 


145,071 


48,132 


400,000 


102,270 


1839 


149,068 

• 


•105,423 


213,876 


57,310 


427,000 


111,181 



* This year Uie deterioiaUon for pr«vious yean was charged off. 
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C. 



Statshxnt of Amofwnis paid on sundry Roads for Engines^ 

Cars, S/^ 



NAME OF ROAD. 


Length. 


Amount. 


Time. 


Amt. pr mile. 


Boston and Providence^ - 


41 17-100 


141,237 93 


Jan. 


Hw. 


3,430 


Boston and Lowell, - 


25 75-100 


120,327 02 


u 


TO. 


4,673 


Boston and Worcester, 


44 50-100 


135,389 55 


a 


m 


3,042 


Taunton Branch, 


11 


24,454 89 


u 


'3a 


2,223 


Nashua and JLov^ell, - 


14 50-100 


42,189 53 


u 


*40. 


2,909 


Norwich and Worcester, - 


58 90- LOO 


108,917 60 


Dec 


'40. 


1,854 


Eastern, - . . - 


- - - 


51,840 95 


Jan. 


TO. 


- - - 


Utica and Schenectady, - 


70 


171,189 95 


u 


TO. 


2,445 ' 


Grand Junction, England, 


97 


947,255 00 


<c 


TO. 


9,765 


London and Birmingham, do 


112 


1,444,538 00 


' (( 


TO. 


12,897 



Average cost per mile of all the ahove Roads, 
Average cost of Roads in America, 
Average cost of Roads in New England, 



$4,804 
2,939 
3,022 



i ■• 
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REPORT 



OF THB 

COMMISSIONERS OF THE SINKING FUND OF THE 
WESTERN RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION. 



The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of the Western Rail-road, 
in compliance with the directions of the Statute of March 13, 1899, 
submit the following Report : — 

Amount of Fund as by report of January, 1840, $118,817 75 

Received from the Treasurer of the Western Rail-road, 

durmg the present year, • * . * 5KS,933 73 

Received for interest on loans, . . 7,237 06 

Less amount paid for a set of books, • 27 63 



Total amount of the Fund, .... 148,960 91 

Which is invested on interest at six per cent., payable 
semi-annually on the following securities : — 

On Mortgages, . . . . 122,100 ' 

On Collateral of Lowell Rail-road Stock, 7,217 75 

" Worcester" " 4,100 

" " Massachusetts Scrip, . 12,543 16 

Loaned to the town of Gloucester, . 3,000 

148,960 91 

If there be added to this the amount of interest accrued, but not 
due, it will amount, on the first of January, 1841, to 9150,231 95, 
which was the whole amount of this Fund on that day. 

DAVID WILDER, 
JOSIAH aUINCY, Jr. 
Comndsnorun of the Sinking Fund of the Wedem RaU-road, 



Senate, Jan. 29, 1841. 

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals. Sent down 
for concurrence. CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk. 



House of Representatives, Jan. 30, 1841. 
Concurred. L. S. CUSHING, Ckrk. 



